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NBC’S ‘SAVE RADIO’ STRATEGY 





Italian Film Production’s Real 


Strides; Big Eye 


on That Yank B.0. 





By ABEL GREEN 


Rome, June 17, 

Italian film production is making 
real strides, its aggressiveness and 
pitch for Yankee goodwill remind- 
ing of the pioneer J. Arthur Rank 
days, in the early postwar perio? 
when Rank, John Davis, et al., fir 
manifested their ambitious world 
market ideas. 

The Italian Film Export (IFE) is 
under the savvy direction of 
Commr,. Eitel Monaco, prez of 
ANICA (the “Eric Johnston office’’). 
Renato Gualino, president of the 
International Federation of Film 
Producers Assns., which embraces 
everything east and west of Holly- 
wood, is also the managing direc- 
tor of IFE. 

Outfit has a good Italo-U. S. ap- 
proach to merchandising and bally- 
hoo under William Murray. The 
entire industry, in fact, has designs | 
on wider American screen time | 
than the casual art house bookings | 
‘that Arthur L. Mayer-Joseph 
Burstyn-Edward Kingsley have 
achieved with Roberto Rossellini, 
Vittorie De Sica and kindred im- 
ports. 

The Italian and French film pro- 
ducers (such as Jean Renoir, now 
working in Rome) havé complete 
awareness of the Joe Breen code 
and are gearing their stuff accord- 
ingly. Whether the realistic values 


(Continued on page 22) 


Memo to U.S. Acts Playing 
Canada: Better Yank Those 
Politico Jibes and Jeers 


Montreal, June 17. 

With the heavy interchange of 
tourists between the U. S. and Can- 
ada, the “3,000 miles of unguarded 
border” and the obvious awareness 
of all Canadians regarding the 
American political scene through 
the medium of radio, TV and the 
press, the U. S. elections in No- 
vember are of more than a little in- 
terest to Canucks. 

Trading on the current prelims 
and the various personalities in- 
volved, many comedians and otb- 
ers who tour the local circuit are 
using U. S. political figures as tar- 
gets to pad out routines, with only 
fair results. Regardless of how 
cynical the local cafe patrons can 
get about politics, the business of 
angling barbs at the head of a 
country and his family, particular- 
ly U. S. and England, is always re- 
ceived—no matter how good the in- 
tention—with something near em- 
barrassment and slight distaste. 

The innumerable routines and 
8ags about Harry’s piano playing 
and Margaret's singing have been 
worked to a fare-thee-well, and their 
obvious cheapness fails to amuse 
even the greenest of the saloon 
trade. The Roosevelt saga, when 
eee at, and anything regarding | 
‘irs. Roosevelt’s present activities | 
or some of the crude 


(Continued on page 56) 











Just a Freak 


Val Irving, personal man- 
ager, complained, “I got a 
singer who stops the show in 
every joint he works. I think 
he’s the best agound but I can’t 
get to first base with him at 
the record companies.” 

“Maybe he’s too normal,” 
was the explanation. 


Bette Davis As 


B way Revue Star 








TV TECHNIQUES 
TO BOLSTER AM 


The National Broadcasting Co. 
yesterday (Tues.) took the first af- 
firmative step toward “saving” .ra- 
dio. In a sweeping top-level reor- 
ganization designed to vest radio 
with the same razzle-dazzle and 
imaginative techniques that have 
made TV the “glamor baby” of 
communications, NBC has installed 
Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver as boss 
veepee over AM and TV as second 
in command to prexy Joseph H. 
McConnell. 

The NBC move has far-reaching 
significance which may stem the 
“anti-radio” tide engulfing the ad- 
vertising agencies and the spon- 





| 


Bette Davis will return to the | 


stage next fall as star of a new 
revue, “Two’s Company,” being 


produced by James Russo and/| 


Michael Ellis. The Hollywood dra- 
matic actress will probably, make 
about eight appearances in the 
show, including singing and danc- 
ing as well as playing leading parts 
in the sketches. It will be her first 
major musical assignment, al- 
though she sang one song, “They’re 
Either Too Young or Too Old,” 
in the pic, “Thank Your Lucky 
Stars.” Miss Davis played small 
parts in several Broadway shows 
before going to Hollywood. 

“Two’s Company,” which may 
be retitled, will have sketches by 
Charles Sherman (who will also 
be the overall stager), with music 
and lyrics by Vernon Duke and 
Ogden Nash, and additional lyrics 
by Bud Burtson and Sammy Cahn. 
Milton Rosenstock will be musical 
supervisor and Ralph Alswang will 
design the scenery. A sketch di- 
rector and choreographer have not 
been engaged yet. 

The revue, expected to be budg- 


eted around $150,000, is slated to, 


go into rehearsal Sept. 15, play 
five weeks out of town and open 
on Broadway in mid-November. 
Several. managements have been 
negotiating to bring Miss Davis 
back to Broadway, but the star 
finally signed the contract Monday 
(16) with Russo & Ellis. The deal 
is for two seasons, through May 31, 
1954. 


Chi’s Act I, Obscene 2 


Chicago, June 17. 
With the upcoming furniture 
convention and the two political 
conclaves, the near north and west 
side strip and girl joints here are 





getting a rough going-over from) 
the police in order to present a} 


sapolioed effect to visitors. 

Raids were staged at Kitty’s 
Show Lounge and Happy Hour 
Club last week with eight men and 
five women arrested on _ vice 
charges. 


several weeks ago. 


} 


sors. It comes at a time when net- 
work radio has been practically 
ready to throw in the sponge. For 
weeks now there have been reports 
that CBS would take the initiative 
some time in the near future to re- 
duce nighttime rates by 50%—a 


| move which would reduce radio to 


an “also ran” status as the TV as- 
cendancy continues. From other 
sources there have been uncon- 
firmed rumors that CBS might 
even conceivably drop out of the 
network radio picture completely, 
banding the affiliate stations to- 
gether as a network only for such 
periods when a client order for a 
show has been received. 

The NBC reorganization as re- 
vealed yesterday is the most dras- 


Sugar Ray-Joey 
In SRO Advance 
For Theatre TV 


Theatre’ television furnished 
valid proof this week that it may 
well provide the stimulus to a cur- 
rently-faltering film boxoffice. 
With the Joey Maxim-Ray Robin- 
son light-heayweight title fight al- 
most a week off, theatres carrying 
the bout are already reporting 
SRO business on advance sales— 
and at the highest admission price 
ever charged for a_ big-screen 
event, ranging up to $3.60 in some 
cities. 

Philadelphia’s Stanley Theatre, 
for example, already has more than 
$10,000 in its till for next Mon- 
day night’s (23) event, which it 
raked in during only a few hours’ 
activity at its boxoffice Monday 
(16). House, with a capacity of 
more than 3,000, put its tickets on 
sale at $3.25 when it opened Mon- 
day morning, and by Monday after- 
noon was completely sold out. 
Stanley management immediately 
began selling standing room at 








Kitty's license had been | 


$2.60 and expects to sell out on 
these tix also by the end of the 


week. 
The $10,000 the Stanley already 


(Continued on page 61) 





| at most. 





Pacific Nudging ‘Okla.’ as Top Payoff 
Show in History; Over $3,000,000 Net 


* “South Pacific,” now in its fourth 
Z (year, is currently the top legit 
Weddings As B.O. Lure | grosser and money-maker, gti a 
Minneapolis, June 17. ently destined to overtake “Okla- 
They’re trying everything in homa” as the biggest payoff show 
the Twin Cities to bolster the of modern stage history. It is now 
weak boxoffice, even resur- over the $3,000,000 mark in earned 
recting ancient gimmicks like profits; has distributed $2,995,- 
public weddings. 020.93, and in the nine-week period 
No less than two houses, the @nded May 31 netted $188,677.22 

St. Paul independent conven- on its two-production operation. 
tional neighborhood Royal and For the last two weeks the two 
the Minneapolis ozoner Star- companies grossed a total of $230,- 
lite, held the weddings within 050. The original production at the 




















a week, advertising them as Majestic, N. Y., last week (its 
“added attractions” and invit- 165th) drew $44,587, being topped 
ing the public to “come and only by “King and I,” which went 
have fun.” The Starlite’s wed- clean again at over $51,700. That 
ding took place atop the con- gave Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
cession stand; that of the = | Hammerstein 2d the two top 
Royal on the stage. | grossing shows on Broadway. 
The touring “South Pacific” drew 
- $72,015 last week at the Wisconsin, 
| Milwaukee, having grossed $72,612 
ransa antic | the previous stanza at Keith’s, 
| Dayton, for an estimated profit of 
| about $40,000 on the fortnight’s 
be ° business. The troupe is currently 
la 1cro e ay | in Omaha, plays next week in Salt 
Lake City and then goes to the 
tae . Coast for subscription engage- 
Television will not have to await | ments under Los Angeles and San 
the development of some form ‘of | Francisco Civic Light Opera spon- 
Stratovision or the laying of un-! sorship. 
derwater cables in order to go in- | Keeps Rolling Along 
ternational. Instead, it will be; After that, it plays the north- 
worked via microwave relay trans- | west, then moves to Denver, Kansas 
mission, according to Meade Bru-i City and the west and midwest, 
net, prez of RCA International. probably playing a return stand 
Just back from a stay in Brazil,| at the State Fair Auditorium, 
where @e once-overed RCA’s plant | Dallas, Guring the bonanza Christ- 
facilities there and surveyed Bra- | mas-New Year's week. Then it plays 
zil’s comparatively new TV broad- through the southwest and south 
cast operations, Brunet pointed out | the balance of next winter. 
that the Atlantic, between the| A of May 31, the combined 
northernmost part of the orth, "Sq th Pacific’ operation had 
American continent and Europe,! earfied $2,966,162.09 profit, minus 
is dotted with islands which | $22,500 paid to Roger Rico (who 
are no more than 250 miles apart,| was dropped last winter as male 
Once a system is found to | lead of the N. Y. production) under 
increase the microwave transmis- (Continued on page 56) 
sion distance, he said, it wil be 
possible to build towers on these, . oe 
near-Artic circle islands and hop) TV to Bring Politics 
the TV signals from one to another 
across the ocean. 
RCA exec pointed out ye A Into Open, Sez Kefauver; 
Air Force flew a number of fighter é ’ 
(Continued on page 61) KO Smoke-Fi illed Era 
; Columbus, June 17. 
R &H Cha ° F nd Sen. Estes Kefauver, the Presi- 
° . rity u dential candidate who probably 
17. owes more to television than any 
The ete ae other, had another good word for 





oundation has been chartered as | the medium. 
a non-profit membership corpora-| The Democratic aspirant was 
tion, here, with Richard Rodgers | here Wednesday (11) for a brief 
and wife Dorothy and Oscar Ham- | visit to help Edward Lamb dedi- 
merstein 2d and wife Dorothy | cate his new television centre for 
among the directors, to collect | WTVN. He held two press confer- 
money and other property for | ences, one on video, the other a 
charitable purposes. |closed affair for newsmen only, 





Among its aims are to encour- | 474 said in one of them: 
age the composition of music, | “Television may help sound the 
writing of dramatic and musical death knelf for political decisions 
plays, study of musical and theatri- made in smoke-filled rooms.” The 
cal arts, improvement of choreog- | new medium, he believes, will help 
raphy and public presentation of | bring “politics out in the open.” 





such music, plays, arts and @hore-; He also explained some of his 
ography. ‘ | difficulties in his try for the nomi- 


Foundation won't engagé in any | nation. He started with “an idea, 


- : venture for profit. It willaid needy | an office, one secretary and no 
impressions revoked last fall but ee in advance of the fight, it’s| students and talent, as well as| money. Now, we have a very good 


the ailing. organization, but no money.” 
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Profs’ 5-Branch Merger Blueprint 


To Get Unveiling 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Final blueprint of the five- 
branch union merger submitted by 
Dean Edgar L. Warren of Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles, 
and Dean M. P. Catherwood, Cor- 


nell, leaves multiple problems of | 


many Coast members of the five 
branches unsolved since it does not 
involve Screen Actors Guild or 
Screen Extras Guild. Final draft 
will be unveiled by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ executive 
board in a fortnight, in advance of 
the scheduled date for AGVA-Tele- 
vision Authority merger. 

Pedagogs frankly admit they are 
unable to estimate the cost of op- 
erating the new organization since 
it-will depend more upon policies 
than organizational structure. Plan 
makes no specific dues recommen- 


dations since needed data on earn- 


ings were not available. Profs stu- 
diously avoided commenting on de- 
sirability of merger itself, pointing 
out that they were merely asked to 
draw up the plan. These are the 
principal points of the final draft: 
Automatic Membership 


(1) All members of? the five 
branches and AGVA will auto- 
matically become members of the 
new union without payment of 


ducs or fees until such dues be- 


come payable in the merged organi- | 


zation, save for those now required 
for reinstatement to good standing. 

(2) Biennial convention of about 
200 delegates, latter to be elected 
by the locals, and each local en- 
titled to 10 or more delegates from 
each of the talent fields. They are 
to be the highest governing author- 
ity of the organization. 


(3) Referendum vote of the 


members to elect prexy, five vee- | 


pees, treasurer, recording secre- 
tary, all nominated by members, 
nominating committee and conven- 
tion delegates. 

(4) Membership elects national 
exec board of about 100 members 
in whom are vested management 
and execution of policies. 
members serve three-year terms 
with one-third of board elected an- 
nually. 

(5) Majority vote of exec board, 
or petition by exec boards of five 
locals, or petition of any 200 mem- 
bers can initiate referendum of 
any issue of general concern. 


(6) Locals composed of all mem- 


(Continued on page 50) 


B’way Theatre Offered 


Dervals for ‘Bergere’ 


Paul Derval and his wife, op- 
erators of the famed Folies Ber- 
gere, Paris, for the past 29 years, 
return next week (26) on the S. S. 
Liberte after a New York visit, 
their first in 13 years. Their trip 
was with a view to doing the Folies 
in America, akin to the two British 
road companies currently’ in 
London and the provinces, where 
they produce in association with 
Val Parnell and Bernard Delfont. 

The Warner Theatre on Broad- 
way has been offered them as a 





site for a Broadway version of the | 


Folies although, of course, this 
would not be the first time for 
the Parisian revue in the States. 
Many years ago it was essayed at 
the Fulton Theatre, and during the 
1930s Clifford C. Fischer produced 
a “Folies Bergere de Paris,” and 
still later Joseph M. Schenck and 
Darryl F. Zanuck produced a filmu- 
sical of the same name. 


Board | 


by AGVA in 2 Wks. 


a 
. 





WINCHELL, BACK IN 
FALL, ALSO GOING TV 


When Walter Winchell returns 
to the airlanes next fall, it’s likely 
to be on a two-way AM-TV spread. 
| Several agencies, it’s known, have 
| been giving their accounts pitches 
| tor a fast inking of the ABC radio 
land tele package of Winchellicasts. 

Winchell will probably be back 
in September or October. It’s not 
|known whether the syndicated 
columnist of the N. Y. Mirror will 
|do a simuleast or separate AM 
|and TV stanzas, but this is likely 
| to be determined in part by spon- 
|sorship preference and the station 
| clearance situation. 
ABC currently has Drew Pear- 
/ son in Winchell’s traditional 9 p.m. 
Sunday berth, the right to which 
reverts to WW this fall. Pearson 
was sold in an. AM-TV package 
to Carter Products, which backs 
him on radio at 9 p.m. Sunday 
and on TV at 11 p.m. that night. 

Winchell, who is under liftetime 
contract to ABC, has been off the 
air on medicos’ orders to take it 
easier. He’s’ doing his column on 
a four-times-weekly basis instead 


+ 

















JACK SHAINDLIN 


Musical Director of 
Louts de Rochement’s 
“Walk East on Beacon” 


CNE Pacts Hutton 
For 506 Plus % 


Toronto, June 17. 
In at $50,000 guarantee plus 50% 
of the gross over $350,000, Betty 
Hutton has been inked as head- 





of his usual six-times-weekly sked. | liner of the Canadian National Ex- 





‘Highway Named For 
Rogers to Bally Film 


St. Louis, June 17. 


Tying in with Warner Bros.’ “The 
Story of Will Rogers,” in which 
| Will Rogers, Jr., plays his father, 
(an eight-state, 2,200-mile ceremony 
dedicating permanently U. S. High- 
way 66 as Will Rogers Highway 
gets underway Monday (23) near 
here. 

Governor Forrest Smith of Mis- 
souri will unveil the first road 
marker. Similar ceremonies will 
be held all along the route, with 
governors and city officials taking 
part. Nine-day caravan, with a 
press and star contingent, starts in 
St. Louis and ends at the western 
terminus of the highway at Santa 
Monica. 





Steel for Amus. Seen 
Getting Axe by NPA 


Washington, June 17. 

| National Production Authority is 
| about to revoke its recent order 
| coming steel for theatres and other 
_amusement construction, it is re- 
ported here. Reason is the steel 
strike which has now resulted in 
lost production of over 3,000,000 
tons. 

Recently NPA announced 
| changes, effective July 1, which 
| would ease steel, copper and alumi- 
|/num for amusement construction 
| in quantities which would have 
| been particularly helpful for drive- 
| ins. It was indicated that the bans 
| would be further eased in the final 
|quarter of the year. 





‘Carmen’ in Color 
Maxwell Anderson and Rouben 
Mamoulian are combining on a 
new version of “Carmen,” based 
on the Prosper Merimee original 
and with the original Bizet score, 
for filming in Technicolor in 
Spain. 
| Unlike the Oscar Hammerstein 
| 2d “Carmen Jones” jazz version, 
idea is to preserve as much of the 
original libretto as feasible. 
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hibition 24,000-seat. grandstand 
show, with 14 night performances 
at $3 top. (Gross last season, with 
Jimmie Durante, was close to $460,- 
000.) Miss Hutton will include her 
trapeze act. 

Deal had narrowed between Miss 
Hutton and Red Skelton. With Jack 
Arthur as producer of the CNE 
show, he had also been dickering 
with Judy Garland and Martin & 
Lewis. Latter preferred a vaude 
tour of Britain. 


J. Benny Clocks Yocks, 
Ditto D. Day as J. Ray 
In L’d’n Palladium Bow 


London, June 17. 

Jack Benny scored an outstand- 
ing hit in his Palladium preem 
here yesterday (Mon.), filling the 
entire second half of a laughter- 
packed show and begging off after 
55 minutes. Dennis Day collared 
an important share of the applause. 
Day did a half-dozen numbers with 
a boffo reception for his Johnnie 
Ray impersonation. 

The Charlivels clicked with their 
fancy acrobatics and hoofing, and 
Frank Cook received an. ovation 
for his simultaneous guitar and 
harmonica routine. Latter recent- 
ly completed two years in the 
“Crazy Gang” show at the Victoria 
Palace, London. 

Others on this bill include comic 
Billy Russell; the Maj Britt Trio, 
working on a portable rink, and 
the Alfreros, equilibrists. 


CBS WILL SHIFT BERGEN 
TIME IF HE’S SUSTAINER 


CBS Radio has decided to keep 
Edgar Bergen on-as a sustainer 
this fall, if it does not succeed in 
lining up a sponsor for him by the 
start of the new season. But the 
web has also decided that, if no 
bankroller is forthcoming by July 
1, it will open up the Sunday night 
at 8 slot, which Bergen has occu- 
pied for the last several years, to 
other shows. 

There has been some sponsor in- 
terest in the Bergen-McCarthy 
stanza since Coca-Cola dropped 








him at the end of this season, but 
| the web is not close to an actual 


sale yet. In opening up the Sunday 
night slot to other shows after 
July 1, CBS emphasized that any 
show considered for the spot will 


| have to tie in with its regular Sun- 


day lineup, including “My Friend 
Irma,” “Our Miss Brooks,” Jack 


| Benny and “Amos ’n’ Andy.” Web 


will not permit another sponsor to 

move a show in there which might 

disrupt that comedy schedule. 
What time period Bergen will 


| take over, if he’s not sold by the 


deadline date, meanwhile, has not 


been determined. In axing Bergen- | 
McCarthy, Coke is talking a deal | 
| with CBS to bankroll Bing Crosby, | 


who’s been dropped by Chester- 


| field, on a combined radio-TV set- 


up, That deal, however, is also still 
in the talking stage, according to 


| CBS sales execs. 








"Famous First Nights 








big way. 


portunity to gain distinction. 
the earliest of the talking pictures. 


to get up in “Christopher, Jr.,” 
wife of J. H. Ryley, the comedian. 


‘The Man from Blankleys’ 
(Criterion, N. Y., Sept. 16, 1903) 
Charles Hawtrey, who had scored a hit in “The Earle of Pawtucket,” 
did another topper with an English play and cast. 
holiday with most of the fat.going to the star, and he put it over in @ 


It was an actor's 


_ Most of his company was brought from England, since the play was 
lécaled there, but they found ready acceptance, though no one had op- 
Had a sizeable run and later was one of 





‘Christopher Jr.’ 
(Empire, N.. Y., Oct. 7, 1895) 

John Drew had been rushed into the Empire to fill a booking gap witk 
“That Imprudent Young Couple” by Henry Guy Carleton, an indifferent 
play which had met with scant success on the road. 
in New York, but was run for three weeks to give the company a chance 
a farce by Madeline Lucette Ryley, the 


It was a failure 


It was a brisk little light comedy which provided Drew with a change 
of pace from the more romantic plays in which he had been starred. 
was a capital light comedian and gave full value to the bright lines. Hig 
old Daly supporters were out in force to give him a royal welcome; and 
he earned it. Still regarded as one of his best comedy efforts. 


He 





‘Hansel and Gretel’ 
(Daly’s, N. Y., Oct. 8, 1895) 

Humperdinck’s adaptation of the German fairy tale was given its first 
American presentation by a troupe sent over by Sir Augustus Harris. 
| A large audience listened politely because it had been informed it was e 
European success, but in spite of the tuneful music it could not over- 
come the handicap of poor presentation. 
known on this side, and she as a concert pianist of former seasons. 

Now occasionally presented at the Met, but it never was night-after- 
night material and the imported troupe did not have time to get homesick, 


Only one of the troupe was 








Now? 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Jack Warner tells of Mervyn 
LeRoy who, because he has an 
interest in Hollywood Park, is 
chary of any race tips but who 
broke his personal rule after 
Warner had had seven losers 
and wanted “just one winner 
to bail me _ out.” LeRoy 
pledged him to secrecy, ‘don’t 
even tell it to your wife,” etc., 
and gave him the name of a 
nag. It also lost. 

Warner phoned LeRoy the 
next day, “Now can I tell the 
name of the horse to my 
wife?” 











Washington, June 17. 

Trial of Columbia _ producer- 
writer Sidney Buchman for con- 
tempt of Congress, scheduled to 
start yesterday (Mon.) 
postponed due to the illness of the 
judge who was to sit in the case. 
Decision’ will be made later this 
week on whether to commence the 
trial soon or to postpone it until 
fall. Jurist who was to sit is F. 
Dickinson Letts. If the case goes 
on soon it will have to be assigned 
to another judge. 


Indications here are that it will 
not get under way until some time 
after Labor Day, because of the 
abbreviated summer schedule of 
the Federal Court. Buchman is 
under indictment because he ig- 
nored a subpoena of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee to 
| appear in Washington last winter. 
|He charged that the committee 
| merely wanted to ask him a second 
time the same questions put to him 
}in the fall of 1951, when he testi- 
|fied in L. A. He said this was a 
|violation of his constitutional 
|rights and put him under a ter- 
|rible strain a second -time. 

Last week the U. S. District 
Court threw out an action by Buch- 
man to invalidate the subpoena of 
the Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. 
| 


Javits Asks Nat’l Acad 


For Music, Drama, Ballet 


Legislation to create an Ameri- 
can Academy of Music, Drama and 
Ballet as a branch of the Smith- 
sonian Institution was introduced 
yesterday (Mon.) by Rep. Jacob K. 
Javits (R., N. Y.). The school, which 
would educate selected pupils, 
| would be part of a national war 
| memorial to include a theatre and 
| an opera house. 

At the same time, the National 
| Capital Sesquicentennial Commis- 
| sion has recommended that $1,100.- 
| 000 of its surplus be turned back 
to the Government, with Congress 











tion to use the money to establish 
}a national opera has been intro- 


has been | 








| 


{ 





Riviera Eagerly 
Awaits Influx Of 
Yankee Visitors 


By ED QUINN 


Cannes, June 10. 
With a basic figure of 750,000 
American tourists planning a Eu- 
ropean looksee this summer, the 
Riviera amusement caterers are 
optimistically polishing up for 





i their share of the American buck. 


JUDGE’S ILLNESS DEFERS | 
TRIAL OF BUCHMAN 


As far as out-and-out nightlife is 
concerned, Juan-les-Pins will un- 
doubtedly get the biggest share of 
after-dinner amusement-seekers, 
and at Maxim’s for as low as a 
buck (official rate) light drinkers 


|can spend an evening. The show 


here is emceed by slick-talking 
Rene Legrand, who as organizer of 
slightly vulgar party games or 
just plain gag-puller is mainly re- 
sponsible for the regular houseful 
notices from July to September. 

Opposition here is provided by 
the Juan municipal casino, with 
dinner-dance galas featuring top- 
line French variety stars, and an 
after-dinner niteclub, the Holly- 
wood, also managing to achieve a 
colorful and gay atmosphere and 
at prices competing with the other 
Juan nitespots. 
. In a class of its own and rely- 
ing more on its orchestras is the 
Vieux Colombier (last year it fea- 
tured Sidney Bechet). Here an ex- 
istentialiste atmosphere and a St. 
Germain des Pres clientele com- 
bine to bring a touch of Paris to 
the Riviera. Their big attraction 
is the possibility of seeing Ali 
Khan, Joan Fontaine, Sonhy Tufts 
or Sugar Ray Robinson at an ad- 
joining table. 

Juan-les-Pins 

In the daytime Juan-les-Pins 
provides a couple of miles of sandy 
beach for good sunbathing and 
Swimming, with many restaurants 
and snackbars right on the beach. 

The nearby Hotel Cap d’Antibes 
and its companion Eden Roc, with 
its high-class eating and exclusive 
swimming pool, are still the ren- 
dezvous of millionaires and titled 
Playboys, and visiting here any 
time between 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. one 

(Continued on page 63) 


Coward’s Smash Teeoff 
At London’s Cafe de Paris 


London, June 17. 
Noel Coward's return yesterday 





| (Mon.) to the Cafe de Paris here 
| was London's biggest cabaret open- 


to make the ultimate decision re- | 
garding use of the fund. Legisla- | 


ing since the court 
period ended. 
Audience of celebrities headed 
by the Duchess of Kent gave 
Coward a resounding reception and 


mourning 


duced by other members of the | jammed the cafe. Indications point 
House, but such an opera house, to capacity business during his 
‘month’s stay. 


i would cost several millions. 
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E. JITTERS 's Theatre Co., Wesco, Involved 
? JUNE. JITTER PROMISES TQ RE |20th's Theatre Co., Wesco, Involve 
. The picture business is experiencing one of its worst cases of 
8 
As jitters. 
Se ars ne aren s5.Jan8 18 petiod nas ined a wa. | {UCT T| 1$88,000,000 Suits, Exceed Co. Assets 
- | onal boxoffice downbeat. The first call of the outdoors has be- 
pom as well accepted as turkey on Thanksgiving. But soon the a es Wesco Theatres Corp. ings Na- 
; 1 rosses are on eports trickling into New York ° ° | tiona eatres) is involved in ap- 
gircon ae taker tap: drone Ah aes Gaeatcaanae in- | from the hintestamin disclose the Schreiber on His Way proximately 35 antitrust —_—. in 
ew inni 7 » hj s ; = 
. surmountable records topple. Mintlel “edmivekanl peine cutting To European Vacation trebled + peeved ae the ‘mniopody 
it It can’t be New Year’s eve every night. Nor is TV taking over | Belief among exhibs in key cities is Lew Schreiber, exec oF aoe, of/laws, total $88,000,000. That 
“© h a degree that the picture business will have to resign that this is just the start of what | the 20th-F ox studio an , assistant amount far exceeds the total assets 
to suc promises to be an onslaught of |t® Darryl F. Zanuck, arrives in| of Wesco 
: from show business, Over in the electronic belt the boys with ticket-fee slashing—and the cuts | New York from the Coast by train} The antitrust suit figures are 
e the iconoscopes and upper high frequencies have a large flash won't be nickels and dimes. today (Wed.) on his way to Europe. | disclosed in the registration form 
° on their own; things aren’t so bullish there either. Knifing of wicket taps is said by maak — on the Ile de France| filed last week by National Thea- 
: urceful pic- | theatremen to be a kind of grasping | * ™4Y . tres, Inc., for a new stock issue to 
. It customers have gotten out of he hahts, Che een P at straws in an endeavor to hypo Schreiber is accompanied by his/ carry out terms of the 20th-Fox 
re business should know how to get ’em back. If production oe . . ; 
4 tu h in ratio to the d essed market. look at what ailing grosses. Premiums have | family on what is described as a/|divorcement decree. 
costs are too hig FAO to the Cepressed Mar é already been tried in many of these | vacation trip.’ They'll be away six “Although the total claimed (in 
Universal and United Artists have done with merchandising | houses to no avail, despite their|to eight weeks. Zanuck, in an-|the antitrust suits) is substantial,” 
low-cost product on a solid bread-and-butter basis. Some of | success as business-getters during | nouncing last week that Joseph | the NTI statement points out, “ex- 
the deluxe operations with their slick standards and top-drawer | the depression. Some theatres in| M. Moskowitz, eastern studio rep, | perience with respect to the suits 
investments, must now take a leaf out of the U and UA pattern | predominantly single-feature ter-| will become his exec assistant,| which have resulted in final judg- 
. of gearing income (and profit) to investment. If it’s to be with ritories such as Philly have also | said the move would in no way | — or which have been settled, 
fe us, certainly budgetitis becomes the byword. And jf TV is going switched to duals without much | change Schreiber’s status. indicates that the ultimate liability 
® . “ ” improvement in take. will amount to considerably less 
; to be the “monster,” the Hollywood tail, because of its produc- : 
. There are many in the trade than the amount claimed. Mare- 
‘ tion know-how, must wind up wagging the video head. who view the price-cutting not over, any liability will generally 


But right now the current jitters creates a no-guts reflex 
right down the line. Even the gloomiest need but glom any box- 
office week, regardless of seasonal downbeat, to see that nothing 


can take away the filmgoing habit. 


eating habit. 
diet. Maybe there, too, it’s a 
usually works out that way. 


It’s like taking away the 


True, sooner or later many of us must go on a 


big plus for the digestion. It 
Abel. 





} Conservative’ Wall St. House Sees 


Solid Future for Major Companies 





In some long-range projecting,+ 


which is rare for traditionally con- 
servative Wall St. outfits, Arnold 


Spyros Skouras Looks 


only -without alarm, but with con- 
siderable hope. Agreement is pret- 
ty general that admish fees have 
become too high and that a really 
heavy reduction may be just what 
the M.D. ordered. 

Their philosophy is that the film 
biz developed and prospered as a 
low-priced amusement source for 
the masses. They feel now that 
tickets have become so costly, the- 
atres have priced themselves out 
of their normal market and have 
made their potential audiences 
overly-selective. They’ve become 
easy for TV and other forms of 
entertainment. 

There have been some experi- 
ments with price-cutting in the 
past year or so, but it has general- 
ly been something between a nickel 





(.P. Skouras Top 
Earner in Pix At 


5046 Last Year 


Charles P. Skouras was the pic 
industry's highest-paid exec in 
1951 and undoubtedly one of the 
highest-paid businessmen in the 
nation. He earned $504,510.60 in 
salary, profit-participation and re- 
tirement fund payments as prexy 
of 20th-Fox’s wholly-owned circuit 
subsid, National Theatres Corp., 
and a number of its affiliated com- 


be shared by other defendants.” 

Twentieth this year has already 
paid approximately $266,000 as its 
Share of liability in the Towne 
case in Milwaukee and $667,000 in 
the Brookside case. Towne has a 
supplemental complaint seeking 
$1,563,000 treble damages. 

Other suits include that filed by 
Cinema Amusements in Denver, in 
which a judgment of $300,000 
treble demages and $27,000 attor- 
ney fees has been entered against 
three defendants, including 20th. 

NTI lists the following pending 
suits, in which damage claims are 

(Continued on page 18) 


H’wood Should Make 





Bernhard |e a esher of the Value| T0 Studio Exec Huddles (Continued on page 56) panies. ; Better Pix, Balto Mayor 
Line, stock market survey and re-| Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox Skouras’ remuneration is dis- 


port, sees a solid future for the 
principal motion picture compa- 
nies. Although there may be some 
stock price irregularities in the in- 
terim, prospects of conditions in 
three to five years for a majority 
of the film corporations appear 
“particularly favorable,” it’s ob- 
served. 

The upbeat report was seen as 
especially significant in view of 


prexy, heads for the Coast from 
the homeoffice shortly after the 
July 4 weekend for a round of 
studio huddles. 

There’s a possibility he'll fol- 
low this with a hop to Australia, 
where 20th has large theatre inter- 
ests. Skouras has been contem- 
plating such a trip for some time. 





Rackmil to the Coast 
To Arrange Selling Of 
U Subsid’s Telepix 


Telepix being shot on the Uni- 
versal lot by United World Films, 
U subsid, are taking Milton R. 
Rackmil back to the Coast from 


closed in the registration form filed 
with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission last week for National 
Theatres, Inc. It also reveals that 
attorney Greg Bautzer will be one 
of six new members added to the 
board of NTI in August. (Other de- 
tails of the’ new NT setup are on 
page 5.) 

NTI, under the divorcement plan 
which will separate 20th from its 


Sez Nixing Tax Relief 


Baltimore, June 17. 

Pleas of local exhibitors for tax 
relief at a meeting with Mayor 
D’Alesandro last week were re- 
buffed by Hizzoner, who charged 
the theatremen’s dilemma wouldn't 
be half so serious if producers 
made better films for the public. 
Warming to his subject, he point- 
ed out when he himself recently 


he weakness of most film issues ° New York Friday (20). Rackmil| theatres June 28, becomes the new , ictus “DR Then i 
the N_Y. Stock Exchange and Studio Workers heads Decca Records, principal | parent company of the theatre in- took pd Rote ye uty 23) awes 
the overall depressing effect of the stockholder in U. terests. It comprises two major sub- 


dividend cutting by Loew’s and 





United Paramount Theatres. UWF to become active in the tele-| is a name switch from the ye | 
Prognostication of an agreeable é 0-0 0 pix field and has taken a special | National Theatres Corp., and the || 
1956 is based on the assumptions interest in the films now in pro-| Roxy Theatre (N. Y.), Inc. ee | 
that domestic theatre attendance duction. Trip to the Coast will be Skouras, the SEC statement dis- Sle agg eg on tad 
will average about 10% below cur- ° (Continued on page 63) (Continued on page 18) || FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
rent levels, foreign revenues will arrie ustry 1 antag Bg - Fg } Aan dh INC 
Stay at about the same as present . . | 154 West 46th St. New York 36, N. ¥ 
or close to it, and either some form . National Boxoffice Surve Hollywood 2 
of subscription television will reach Hollywood, June 17. | eB Ly ey 
significant proportions or produ- Full cooperation in aiding the Can't ’ . 1292 National Press Building 
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sids, Wesco Theatres Corp., which 

























































































































ee 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 18, 1932 








Miracle’ Lawyer Asks N.Y. State 
Adopt Md. Nix Vs. ‘Immorality’ 


Clarification of the: New York 
State statute which permits the 
prior censorship of films is being 
sought by Ephraim London, the 
attorney who successfully argued 
“The Miracle” case before the U.S. 
Supreme Court for distributor Jo- 
seph Burstyn. Citing last week’s 
ruling by the Attorney General of 
Maryland cutting down grounds 
for film censorship to obscenity or 
indecency, London, in a letter to 
N. Y. State Attorney General Na- 
thaniel Goldstein, asked the state’s 
chief legal official to issue an opin- 
jon to the same effect. 

London’s action was prompted 
by another case involving a film 
which the Board of Regents, the 
state’s censorship body, had turned 
down on the ground of “immorali- 
ty.” London declined to name the 
film or the client for whom he is 
acting. Since the Maryland rul- 
ing, handed down Wednesday (11) 
by Attorney General Hall Ham- 
mond, eliminated “immorality” as 
a cause, London, in effect, is re- 
questing that New York State grant 
his client’s film a seal for general 
showing of the picture. 

The Maryland attorney general 
apparently was guided in his opin- 
ion, which drastically restricts the 
application of the state’s present 
censorship statute, by the two re- 
cent Supreme Court decisions in- 
volving the films, “The Miracle” 
and “Pinky,” as well as other rul- 
ings of the nation’s highest court. 

The language of the Maryland 
censorship law authorizes the 
board to disapprove films “such as 
are sacrilegious, obscene, inde- 
cent, inhuman or immoral, or such 
as tend in the judgment of the 
board to debase or corrupt morals 
or incite to crimes.” 


Although the attorney general’s 
opinion limited censorship to “ob- 
scenity and indecency,” his opin- 


ion, directed to Sydney R. Traub, 
chairman of the State Board of 


(Continued on page 20) 


Md. Censor Bd. Admits 
Confusion on Policy; 
Replace Ohio as Test? 





With a legal view by Maryland's 
Attorney General limiting film 
censorship in that state only on} 


the grounds of “obscenity and in- 
decency,” the state board of cen- 
sors readily admitted last week 
that it is currently in confusion as 
to what policy it should adopt in 
censoring films. 

Sydney R. Traub, prexy of the 
board, said there was some indica- 
tion that Maryland would replace 
Ohio as the testing ground to over- 
throw prior restraint of films. How- 
ever, an official of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America declared 
that the “odds favored Ohio at 
this point,” and that the industry 
was preparing a test of pre-censor- 
ship of newsreels there. 

Industry can use one of two 
methods. It can either seek an in- 
junction against prior censorship 
by citing the recent Supreme Court 
opinions or it can get a group of 
Ohio exhibs to show newsreels 
without first obtaining the censor 
board's seal of approval. Latter ap- 
proach, according to the MPAA 
exec, appears more likely since it 
is believed that a more clear-cut 
view “on the subject of prior re- 
straint could be obtained. 

Official admitted that it was 
quite conceivable that a situation 
could come up in Maryland where- 
by pre-censorship would be tested 
there first. Meanwhile, he said 
the industry was lining up Buckeye 
exhibs to take part in the newsreel 
test in Ohio. 





Salesmen’s Convention 
Slated for Atlanta 


Minneapolis, June 17. 

The Colosseum of Motion Pic- 
ture Salesmen of America will 
hold its annual convention this 
year at the Ainsley Hotel, Atlanta, 
Nov. 22-23, and the executive com- 
mittee will meet there the day 
previous, it was decided at an ex- 
ecutive session here attended by 
President Ralph Williams, general 
counsel David Beznor and seven 
vicepresidents. 

Behind-closed-doors discussions 
pertained to TV’s inroads on ex- 
hibition, slackening employment 
of film salesmen and the future 


@utlook for members of the union.! over the weekend. 





Press Hails Decisions 


Favorable reaction in news- 
papers throughout the coun- 
try greeted the recent Supreme 
Court decisions which said, in 
effect, that motion pictures 
were entitled to the free 
speech and free press guaran- 
tees of the Constitution. The 
high tribunal’s opinions were. 
generally hailed as_ historic 
landmarks for freedom of ex- 
pression. 

The Christian Science Moni- 
tor, for example, said that 
the Supreme Court had laid 
down a broader doctrine: . 
“That the right of free speech 
can attach to any method.” 
The Washington Post said that 
the blow against film censor- 
ship reaffirms “the right of 
the public as a whole to make 
its own judgment from official 
censorship. This is a reaffirma- 
tion which gives the moving 
pictures a new birth of free- 
dom.” 
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Miracle’ Returns 
To N.Y.; Biz Solid, 
No Pickets, 1 Beef 


Roberto Rossellini’s much-dis- 
puted “Miracle” reopened at the 
Paris, N. Y., Monday (16) to solid 
biz and no pickets. There were no 
protesting letters and only one 
telephone call, according to Lillian 
Gerard, director of the house. The 
caller, she said, was a woman who 
described herself as a Catholic and 
registered a polite protest. 








B.o. at the theatre for the day 
would indicate an $11,000 week or 
factors. If that 


other figure is 


final full week “The Miracle” 


played there last year. 


$10,500. 

Pic, starring Anna Magnani, re- 
opened as a result of a U. §S. 
Supreme Court decision several 
weeks ago denying the right of 
New York State censors to ban it 
on charges that it was “sacrile- 
gious.” It was pulled out of the 
Paris Feb. 12, 1951, when the New 
York Board of Regents revoked its 
censorship seal, following protests 
by the Catholic Church. 

All through the original run the 
house was picketed by Catholic 
groups and there was some fear 
that the routine would be repeated 
with the reopening. “Miracle,” 
which runs about 40 minutes, is 
again included in a trilogy labeled 
“Ways Of Love” and _ including 
“Jofroi” and “A Day In The 
Country.” 

Joseph Burstyn, distributor of 
the film, will be honored at a 
Iuncheon next Wednesday (25) for 
fighting to the Supreme Court the 
ban imposed in New York. Court 
decision has been one of the most 
important in the history of motion 
pictures, extending to them the 
same privileges of freedom granted 





by the Constitution to the press. 
| Burstyn will get a scroll from the 
International Motion Picture Or- 
ganization, made up of foreign 
distribs in New York, and the 
| Metropolitan Committee for Reli- 
gious Liberty. 


BERNSTEIN-HITCHY PIC 
EYES B’WAY, TV ACTORS 


Sidney Bernstein, partner with 
Alfred Hitchcock in Trans-Atlantic 
Productions, is in New York this 
week casting their “I Confess.” 
| Montgomery Clift is set for the top 
‘role and Bernstein is seeking to 
| Cast all other parts with Broadway 
and TV players who have never 


before appeared in films. Details 
are being handled through Music 
Corp. of America. 

Pic starts five weeks of location 
shooting in Canada in mid-July and 
then winds up at the Warner Bros. 
Studio on the Coast. Trans-Atlantic 














| 


releases through WB. Bernstein is 
expecting to return to Hollywood 


|‘Manhattan for “Greatest Show” is 
more, depending on weather and | 


reached, it will exceed that of the | ‘ - 
| Radio City Music Hall on its first 
That was | 
Feb. 6, 1951, when the gross was | 
| believed, 








Blau Eyes N.Y. Musical 
Material fer ‘Singer’ 

Victor Blau, v.p. of Warner Bros.’ 
Music Publishers Holding Corp., is 
in New York from the Coast to 
snare musical material for WB’s 
Danny Thomas remake of “The 
Jazz Singer.” Music exec is also 
seeking numbers for about 10 
forthcoming tunepix on the Bur- 
bank lot’s slate. 

Studio has a hefty sked of mu- 
sical films in various stages of 
preparation. 


UPT’s B’way Flagship 
Wins Out on Bids 
For Martin-Lewis Pic 


Capping a wave of highly spirit- 
ed bidding among numerous New 
York first-runs, United Paramount 
Theatres’ flagship house, the Para- 
mount on Broadway, closed a deal 
to play Paramount’s “Jumping 
Jacks,” Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
comedy which Hal Wallis pro- 
duced. Terms were not disclosed 
but doubtless the pact provides for 
a hefty guarantee. 

Agreement was reached only a 
couple of days following the an- 
nouncement that Par’s “Greatest 
Show on Earth,” swinging into gen- 
eral release, has been booked for 
UPT’s Brooklyn Par Theatre, open- 
ing June 25. The Martin-Lewis pic 
will play the N. Y. showcase in 
July. 

The two licenses represent a big 
switch for Par and UPT, being the 
first contracts entered by the two 
outfits since they ceased holding 
hands about a year ago. Last Par 
pic to play a UPT house in Gotham 
was “That’s My Boy,” also Martin 
& Lewis, last summer. 

Since Par is called upon to li- 
cense on a per-pic basis, that is, no 
long multiple-pic deals, UPT’s ink- 
ing for “Jacks” and “Greatest 
Show” is not necessarily an indi- 
cation that the film company and 
the chain will be going steady 
again. But at least the long | 
estrangement is over. 

It’s presumed the reason for 
Par’s skipping of a first-run in 





that the Cecil B. DeMille epic al- 
ready has had a full share of show- 
casing It played 11 weeks at the 


time out as a “pre-release.” A run 
at another Gotham first-run, it’s 
could seriously detract 
from subsequent-run revenue. 








10-THEATRE BIG-SCREEN | 


TV ON CIVIL DEFENSE 


Theatres in 10 cities will be 
linked together via _ big-screen 
video June 26 for an hour-long 
demonstration of civil defense be- 
ing conducted by the CD depart- 
ment from Washington. It’s ex- 
pected that more than 32,000 civil 
defense workers, as well as auxili- 
ary and regular police, will attend 
the sessions in the 10-city network. 

“Show,” originating from D. C., 
will be aired on a closed-circuit 
basis. It’s to be held at 10 a.m. 
prior to the theatres’ regular opep 
ing time, although the houses are 
cooperating with the CD depart- 
ment on a non-profit basis. At the 
end of the session, there will be 
a live question-and-answer period, 
during which those attending in 
Chicago, Detroit, Pittsburgh and 
Boston will be able to ask ques- 
tions from the floor and, via a two- 
way audio hookup, get immediate 
answers. 

In addition to theatres in those 
cities, others linked are New York, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
Toledo and Milwaukee. Circuits 
represented in the cooperative ven- 
ture include United Paramount, 
RKO, Loew’s, Warner Bros. and 
Skirball. . 


N. Y. to L. A. 


John Beal 

O. O. Bottorf 
Betty Caulfield 
Joan Caulfield 
Sidney Caverson 
Harry Cohn 

John Erickson 
William Gass 
Walter Hampden 
Evie Hayes 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Frances Inglis 
Nat Kahn 

Joseph Mankiewicz 
Mack Miller 

Hope Miller 
Arnold Moss 
Howard St. John 








Elizabeth Taylor 


Tnvasion of Privacy’ Concept Seen 
Changing Via High Court Verdict 





Ed Kingsley to Huddle 
A. L. Mayer in London 


Foreign film distrib Edward L. 
Kingsley is .slated to leave New 
York Saturday (21) for London, 
where he’ll huddle with Arthur L. 
Mayer. They are partners in May- 
er-Kingsley distribution outfit. 

Confabs are for the purpose of 
deciding on new product for U. S. 
release. Mayer, who recently re- 
signed as exec v.p. of the Council 
of. Motion Picture Organizations, 
has been abroad about six weeks, 
during which time he has lined up 
a number of films for possible dis- 
tribution. 


Mayer will return during the| 


first week in July and Kingsley may 
stay a few weeks longer. 


Chi Exhib Tells 
Of B-K Subsid's 
Coercion in 25 


Washington, June 17. 

A top motion picture industry 
lawyer subjected a Chicago exhibi- 
tor, who is suing the majors. for 
nearly $2,000,000, to intensive ex- 
amination before Federal Commu- 
nications Commission Examiner 
Leo Resnick last week at hearings 
on Paramount antitrust issues. 

Par attorney Louis Phillips of 
New York devoted two days to 
questioning of Arthur Sass, who re- 
cently testified before the Commis- 
sion that he was forced into a deal 
by a Par affiliate (Lubliner & 
Trinz) in 1925 to surrender a 25% 
interest in his Alamo Theatre in 
order to get fresh product. Sass 
insisted the “main reason” he went 
into the deal was to keep L & T 
(Balaban & Katz subsid) from car- 
rying out its threat of building 
a competitive house and squeezing 
him out of first-run film, 

Sass admitted “‘with.a very large 
if’ that he would have been af- 
fected by any other competition 
but maintained that no one else 
had “threatened” to put up a com- 
petitive house. 

Phillips put Sass through the 
wringer on his assertions that the 
late Andrew Ryan told a group of 
exhibitors that B & K was in viola- 
tion of the antitrust laws. After 
establishing that Ryan was a highly 
reputable lawyer, Phillips asked: 
“Do you want this examiner to be- 
lieve that Mr. Ryan participated 
in and advised an agreement that 
was in violation of antitrust?” 

Sass replied: “I regarded Mr. 
Ryan as I would any qualified law- 
yer or doctor, and I accepted his 
advice.... He told me to go into 
the deal.” 

Phillips also questioned Sass on 
his testimony that B & K counseled 
against his putting in air-condi- 
tioning in the Alamo, and Sass ad- 
mitted they could not prevent him 
from doing so. Sass previously tes- 
tified that cooling boosted revenues 
substantially when he regained full 

(Continued on page 22) 


N. Y. to Europe 


Eddie Albert 
Anthony Bartley 
Joe Clair 
Alfred W. Crown 
Arthur Davis 
Yolanda Donlon 
Judith Evelyn 
Jose Ferrer 
Kurt Frings 

Val Guest 

Mrs. Gus Kahn 
Mrs. Jack Kapp 
Deborah Kerr 
Edward L. Kingsley 
Sidney Myers 
John B. Nathan 
Mary Pickford 
Buddy Rogers 
Emmett Rogers 
Marie Stroud 
Blanche Thebom 
Joseph Vogel 

I. A. R. Wylie 


Europe to N. Y. 
Alan Badell 
Morris Helprin 
Frank Loesser 
Maynard Morris 
Basil Sydney 
Elizabeth Taylor 








ys 
vy 





Concept of the term “invasion 


to the portrayal of the dead in 
pictures, is seen undergoing some 
changes in court interpretetion in 
the wake of the Supreme Court 
decisions in “The Miracle” and 
“Pinky” cases. 

Adverse ruling received early 
this year by Warner Bros. in Fed- 
eral Court involving the right-of- 
privacy statute of Utah, it is con. 
tended, would not have been likely 
if the WB attorneys had had the 
high court decisions to back them 
up at that time. Case concerned 
the suit of Alice M. Donahue, 
widow of Jack Donahue, who was 
portrayed in the WB picture, “Look 
For the Silver Lining.” 

“Instead of the 3-2 ruling against 
us,” declared Warner attorney 
Morris Ebenstein, “I believe it is 
more likely that we would have 
won by 5-0 if ‘The Miracle’ and 
‘Pinky’ decisions had come down 
sooner.” 

Decision against the film com- 
pany was in the Federal Circuit 
Court. This ruling is not binding 
on the state court, WB attorneys 
point out, because it is an attempt 
by a Federal court to interpret 
state law. State courts of. Utah 
have the power to interpret the 
statute differently, and WB lawyers 
feel that it is conceivable that they 
could obtain a favorable ruling in 
the state court. Accordingly, the 
case has been removed from the 
Federal to the state court, where 
it is now pending. 

Feeling at Warners is that the 
state court will agree with the 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘La Ronde’ Quickly 
Moves to State Ct. 
Of Appeals on Ban 


Albany, June 17. 

A further onslaught against cen- 
sorship was made this week by 
Commercial Pictures Corp., dis- 
tributor of the controversial film, 
“La Ronde.’ Company § swiftly 
moved to take its legal battle to the 
Court of ‘Appeals, N. Y. State's 
highest tribunal, after the Appel- 
late Division of the State Supreme 
Court upheld a ban on exhibition 
of the picture within the state. 

Distrib’s haste in making an ap- 
peal was prompted by the Appel- 
late Division’s 3-2 split decision in 
affirming that “La Ronde” could 
not be licensed because the film is 
“immoral and tends to corrupt 
morals.” Court’s sharp. division 
was seen. by Commercial prexy 
Raymond Hakim as an “encourag- 
ing” sign. He expressed confidence 
that the Anton Walbrook-Danielle 
Darrieux starrer will ultimately 
win a permit. 

Presiding Justice Sydney F. 
Foster, in the minority opinion, 
said he was “constrained to hoid 
that the statute providing for cen- 

(Continued on page 24) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Eddie Albert 
Fred Allen . 
William Asher 
Anthony Bartley 
Ray Bolger 
Clarence Brown 
Marge & Gower Champion 
Arlene Dahl 
Mack David 
Robert Doland 
Louis Epstein 
Glenda Farrell 
Kurt Frings 
Paulette Goddard 
Ruth Gordon 
Mishet Green 
Richard Haydn 
Betty Hutton 
Dorothy Jarnac 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus 
Garson Kanin 
Leo Katcher 
Arthur Krim 

Lew Landers 
Jerry Livingston 
Ronald Millar 
Henry Morgan 
Lindsley Parsons 
Mary Pickford 
Robert wson 
Harry Ruby 
Barbara Ruick 
Lew Schreiber 
David O. Selznick 
Mark Stevens 
Spencer Tracy 
Albert Villaudy 
Danny Winkler 
Jane Wyman 








of privacy,” especially as it applies — 
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~—NT’s $30,000,000 


Gross revenue of National Theatres, 20th-Fox’s wholly-owned 
circuit-operating subsid, and the Roxy, N. Y., which it also owns, 


declined by $30,000,000 in the fiv 


incom 
to $2,000,000. 


nue was due to reduction by abo 


during the period, NT winding up with 521 as of last Aprjl 1. 
The decline was laid otherwise to “the combined effect of a 

In later years, it is ascribed probably to TV 

to a great extent, “however, to what extent cannot be estimated.” 


number of factors.” 


It is further pointed out that the 


“have resulted from operations that were part of an integrated en- 


terprise consisting of production, 
impossible to state how earnings 
of the domestic exhibition interes 


tion.” 


Earnings by National Theatres and the Roxy from Dec. 29, 
1946, to Dec. 29, 1951, are reported as follows: 


Theatre Admissions, and Other 

Candy Sales, Etc. Deductions 

9649 6s sdadnsekbts baw ks a08 $93 684,896 $10,351,953 
1948 ccccowrercoces sian ee ae 85,165,134 8,756,674 
1060  pca0venendusageces yt Pr . 81,504,888 8,531,357 
1080. nccsands ahd 44900 90 #0 0-0 0a COsde late 5,250,147 
LORE icdecbidund 64 0¥aevasedesets 63,963,291 2,195,830 











anth's Divorce Mechanics Set: 


‘Wesco as New 


Stockholders of 20th-Fox will re-+ 
ceive in August an equal number 
of shares in a new corporation, Na- 
tional Theatres, Inc. That was dis- 
closed last week in a Securities & 
Exchange Commission registration 
form detailing the mechanics by 
which 20th will divorce its theatre 
circuit from its production-distri- 
bution activities, as called for un- 
der the anti-trust decree. 

Divorcement will become effec- 
tive June 28. In preparation for 
that there was set up last May 1 
a Delaware corporation, National 
Theatres, Inc. It will be the par- 
ent company of two wholly-owned 
subsids, now both similarly wholly- 
owned by 20th-Fox. 

They are Wesco Theatres Corp., 
which is a name switch (made May 
1) from National Theatres Corp., 
that heretofore has been the prin- 
cipal holding company for 20th’s 
theatre interests, and Roxy The- 
atre, Inc., owner of the Roxy, N. Y. 

20th on June 28 will hand over 
to NTI all the common stock of 
Wesco and Roxy. NTI, in turn, 
about July 18 will hand over to 
20th 2,769,486 shares of its com- 
mon. 20th will distribute this to 
its shareholders in August on the 
basis of one share of NTI for each 
Share of 20th owned. 

NTI will get all of the capital 
stock of Wesco, consisting of 1,000 
shares of common without par 
value, and all of the common of 

(Continued on page 20) 


D.C. Trans-Lux Bldg. 
Sold to N.Y. Group For 
$1,800,000 as Cap Gain 


Washington, June 17. 

Ownership of the Trans-Lux 
Theatre Bldg. here has been sold 
to a New York group for $1,800,- 
000. A group of industry execs 
Who have owned the building as 
an investment for many years 
made a hefty capital gains profit 
On the sale. 

Trans-Lux, as part of the deal, 
entered into a new long-term lease 
with the new owners and. will con- 
tinue to operate the house as here- 
tofore. Property, in addition to 
the theatre, includes stores and 
Space occupied by NBC and the 
ABC affiliate, station WMAL. Al- 
together it brings a rental of 
$1 ‘5,000 annually, 

» ew Ownership group is headed 
»y Robert J. Marony. Syndicate 
acquired the property through pur- 
chase of all of the stock of a cor- 





e dropped during the same period from about $10,000,000 
The figures are disclosed in a Securities & Exchange 
Commission registration form filed dast week in connection with 
divorcement of the chain from 20th. Part of the decline in reve- 


‘41-51 Decline 


e years from 1947 to 1951. Net 
ut 100 in the number of houses 


earnings shown in the summary 
distribution and exhibition. It is 


will be affected by divorcement 
ts from production. and distribu- 


Net After Taxes 








NT Operating Unit 


Limit Wesco ’52 Div 


Dividends payable by Wes- 
co Theatres Corp. (nee Na- 
tional Theatres) will be limit- 
ed to about 4lce a share for 
1952, according to the regis- 
tration statement filed with the 
Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission last week. Maximum 
amount available for dividends 
under varied loan restrictions, 
it is pointed out, is $1,150,000. 

There will be 2,769,486 
shares of common outstanding 
under the reorganization plan. 
This will be stock of Na- 
tional Theatres, Inc., assets of 
which are complete ownership 
of Wesco and the Roxy The- 
atre, N. Y., shares. 


N. Y. Arbitration 
Talks Progress 
At Turtle Pace 


Exhib-distrib conference in New 
York looking to establish an in- 
dustry arbitration system goes into 
its third day today (Wed.) with 
progress so far limited to a few 
non-conrtoversial subjects. By late 
vesterday, as the conclave ad- 
journed for dinner, only the sub- 
ject of pic availabilities had been 
unanimously accepted as _  arbi- 
trable. Clearances were largely, 
okayed as arbitrable but with a 
few details still to be resolved as 
the discussion veered into runs. 

eeting is to cover a 29-page 
draft of proposals for the overall 
system. Only five pages had been 
cleared by late yesterday. 

Participants at the conference, 
about 30 in all, include officials 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, all member companies of 
MPAA, United Artists, Allied 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Paris, June 17. 

Contrary to an apparently wide- 
ly-held opinion in America, there 
is a substantial segment of the 
French film industry which is, much 
opposed to accepting a subsidy 
from Yank distribs. One important 
reason is resentment against the 
implication of a handout. 

Another significant factor is that 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prez, in working 
out proposals for a new U. S- 
French film accord last month, at- 
tempted to tie the subsidy offer 
to unlimited importation of Ameri- 
can pix. Most of the French in- 
dustry is unalterably opposed to 
any deal that doesn’t put a ceiling 
on the number of imports, feeling 
that the market otherwise will be 
flooded and native product won’t 
have a chance. 

As a result of the subsidy offer 
made by Johnston last month, 
Yanks will probably be at some 
disadvantage in the renewal of ne- 
gotiations, which starts here Thurs- 
day (19). While the MPAA top- 
per’s opening proffer of a gift of 
1214% of U. S. earnings here had 
some psychological advantages in 
throwing the French negotiating 
team off balance by its generosity, 
the Paris group has regained its 
balance in plenty of time to make 
hay of the situation. 

They were prepared, when talks 
began with the Johnston-headed 

(Continued on page 20) 


Chi Bidding Eased 
By Court OK for B-K 
To Play 2 Long-Runs 


Chicago, June 17. 

Chicago bidding setup, now 
more complicated than ever due 
to the shuttering of the Oriental 
Theatre, was eased a bit last week 
with the decision of Federal Judge 
Michael Igoe who ruled that Bala- 
ban & Katz could play two pic- 
tures for long-run engagements. 

Ruling is unique in that, while 
it permits the circuit to bid on 
four releases, it can only play two 
of the pictures if it is top bidder 
and must drop the other two. B&K 
is trying to get “Jumping Jacks,” 
“Ivanhoe,” “Lovely to Look At” 
and ‘Because You’re Mine.’ Runs 
will be limited to eight weeks with 
immediate sub-showings, or if 
showing is less than the eight 
weeks, product must not be held 
back more than two weeks to the 
nabes. 

Circuit attorneys also promised 
that the firm would not come into 
court until mid-September to ask 
for any more extensions for pic- 
tures. Meantime, closings in the 
Chicago area continue, with War- 





the southside and contemplating 
others. Anderson circuit closed 
the Times, Morris, Ill., and Ar- 
cadia, St. Charles, Ill. Charm and 
Calo Theatres have gone to week- 
end operation. 


Budd Rogers Leaves 
Realart, Pact Expiring 


Budd Rogers leaves Realart Pic- 
tures as exec v.p. and general man- 
ager with expiration of his five-year 
pact tomorrow (Thurs.). A director 








Craddock Exits Goldwyn 
To Partner With Weshner 


Gordon C. Craddock, assistant to 
| Alfred W. Crown, sales chief for 
; Samuel Goldwyn Productions, has 
resigned to become a partner in 
David Weshner Enterprises, pro- 
ducers’ rep outfit. 
been with the Goldwyn organiza- 





poration, the entire assets of which 


“onsisted of the T-L building. Half | 


of this Stock had been owned by 


a —— Trans-Lux Corp. and 
Rko & Syndicate that included 
.O prexy Ned E, Depinet, Uni- 
My prexy Nate J. Blumberg, 
‘NO @ 
and producers’s rep Sam Dem- 
vr, 


ow, J 


tion since 1950 and before that 
was with Universal and Eagle 


| 


| Lion. 
| Association with Weshner will | 
|start June 30. Outfit handles 


“African Queen” for Sam Spiegel, 
i“The River” for Ken McEldowney, 


other product being 
j through United Artists. 


of Universal, he joined Realart as 
| part of the deal by which the out- 
fit acquired reissue rights to U 
| films. 

| Jack Broder, principal stockhold- 


| 


ler in Realart and Jack Broder Pro- | 


| ductions, Inc., is personally assum- 


Craddock has | ing exec duties handled by Rogers. | 


| Latter will continue his producer 
rep biz, Rogers & Unger Associates, 
lin which he is associated with Joe 
Unger, former United Artists sales 
| chief. 

Rogers will also, of course, con- 
tinue as a director of U. Period 
‘during which Realart has been re- 


xec Major L. E. Thompson | “Park Row” for Samuel Fuller, and | ceiving additional pix from U is , 
5 | ; released about to expire, but it will continue sal, RKO, Fox Midwest Amus. and said to be concerned with purely 


jto handle those already in release. 


VS. U. S. SUBSIDY 








IMPORT NIXED 


ners shuttering the Stradford on! 


Myers Asks Industry Get Outsider 
As COMPO Prez; Urges New Tax Fight 


Washington, June 17. 
| Terming the present triumvirate 
| executive operation of the Council 


20th Sales Execs Huddle of Motion Picture Organizations a 


























20th-Fox will unveil its Eidophor } stopgap measure, Abram F. Myers, 
system of color theatre television | board chairman and general coun- 
to its seven divisional sales man-| sel of Allied States Assn., suggests 
agers at a_ two-day homeoffice | that filmites go outside the indus- 
meet June 26-27. Sales chief Al|try to find an operating head if it 
Lichtman will also discuss with the | cannot find one in its own ranks. 
division execs the distribution} [py a report to the Allied member- 
plans for 20th’s product during the ship, Myers said that the prexy 
remainder of the year. must be a strong one who also has 
Assistant general sales chief W.| the powers of exec veepee. 
C. Gehring will help Lichtman con- Allied topper’s report also called 
duct the huddles, along with as-|on the Allied exhibs to launch a 
sistants Edwin W. Aaron and Ar-| potent campaign to rid the indus- 
thur Silverstone. try of the 20° amusement tax. In 
this connection, he pointed out 
Z = a Supreme Court in “The 
| Miracle” and “Pinky” cases had 
New M-G Policy ruled that films are entitled to 
freedom of speech and press guar- 
d anteed by the First Amendment. 
° Congress, he stressed, never levies 
en rec ll ing excise taxes on newspapers since 
it would be an abridgement of free- 
dom of the press. Since films are 
now in that category, they, too, 
ersonne uts | Should not be taxed, Myers added. 
Commenting on the _ recent 
|COMPO conclave in Texas, Myers 
Hollyweod, June 17. | said: “Much will depend on wheth- 
Reports seeping out of the Metro |¢* COMPO is rescued from its 
top brass meetings at Culver City | Present desperate state or is al- 
indicate that policy changes in the | /0wed to die. While hoping for the 
offing exclude any wholesale per- best, Allied is prepared for the 
sonnel letouts, of the type which | Worst and is arranging to carry on 
had been feared. Obvious fact (public relations activities) alone if 
that M-G’s finances are on the | ‘hat is the way it must be.” 
downbeat and some remedial Theatres Can Be Saved 
measures are called for had been On the subject of the 20° tax, 
widely interpreted as portending Myers recalled that a repeal cam- 
a significant reduction in the pay- | ?@!8". of which he was chairman, 
roll. psalm ye gee gh wna 
, , . i /O years ago, but its efforts 
M-G prexy, and Charles C. Mos. | cme, to an end when the Korean 
kowitz, v.p.-treasurer, are expected | “Thousands ‘of theatres which 
to continue their stay west for at| are losing money today and soon 
least through the balance of this | (Continued on page 18) 
week. Conjecture in studio cir-| eas 
cles is that the production sked is | ~y " 
being subjected to intense study | ()’Donnell Cautioned 
with the view of concentrating on | B . 
a fewer number of pix and with 
these to be endowed with hefty | y Medicos, Bows Out 
sroduction values. Reasoning here | 
; that, for the most part, only the | Of COMPO Tax Push 
epics and topflight musicals are| Robert J. O'Donnell, general 
scoring at the b.o. | manager of the Texas Interstate 
This leads to further specula-| Theatres, and key figure in the 
tion that M-G may also have in affairs of the Council of Motion 
mind some television activity. TV, | Picture Organizations and Theatre 
it’s figured, could be used as a Owners of America, has been cau- 
showcase for some of the lesser-| tioned by medicos to take life 
prominent names under M-G con- | ¢asy. He’s in good shape but if 
ltract, for whom there would be | h. takes on an unnecessarily heavy 
few assignments under the newly | Work sked it would be at the risk 
reported lensing policy. . pues his health, doctors de- 
are. 
That's the explanation given in 
NATHAN BACK T0 PARIS New York this week for O’Don- 
4 ford Bony as co-chairman of 
’ e- committee at work on 
WELTNER b) EUROPE 0.0. reducing or eliminating the Fed- 
Paramount's Continental qiane | Seer greene tax. aa 
ger, John B. Nathan, flies back to- | ooo cinitity g his or aki out the 
day (Wed.) to his Paris headquar- | COMPO y of his taking the 
ters after three weeks of home- | 4 te. H wegesy at Day future 
office huddles with Par Interna- | a a ad been offered the, job 
tional prexy George Weltner. Lat- | and nixed it for the present, but 
sap tes Grad. ealle en the Queen | yy the indication that he might 
Elizabeth the same day on a = A egg ne a oe 
week European 0.0. ‘eo “4 Appointed to succeed O'Donnell 
Britain, thence Belgium, Francs:|as colopper of the tax group J 
recently returned to N. Y. from a| yoremues Gn Sage 50) 
Far East survey. “ 
Nathan brought his two children | Harry Cohn Wings Back 
him to summer with} 








over with — 
their mother in California. To Coast After H.0. Visit 

| Columbia prexy Harry Cohn 
Asks 15G Vs. Distribs, | winged back to the Coast Monday 


(16) night after a four-day visit to 
New York. It is understood there 
ity, June 17. was no special reason for the trip 
A Pel ceggni gg Tasy $75,000 ni ag the fact that Cohn had not 
| against 10 distributors and ‘cit-| Was anxious to have a look in on 
‘cuits was filed in Federal Court | tn. pomeoffice. 
| here last week. It seeks damages Col topper had avoided New 
| retroactive to a period of 1936 to yor, pecause of danger of service 
1943 on the grounds of MONOpO- | oF 4 subpoena in a minority stock- 
| listic practices. holders’ action growing out of an 
| Frank T. Mountjoy, formerly op- | employment contract he entered 
erator of the Circle Theatre, ajinto with the company several 
| southeast subsequent, entered the years ago. Suit is now close to set- 
‘suit against the several corpora- | tlement, so Cohn was free to come 
tions. They include 20th-Fox, | east. 
/Warner Bros., Loew’s, Paramount,| He attended a regular board 
Columbia, United Artists, Univer- | meeting on Monday. Session was 


| (Circuits Over K.C. Nabe 


| Fox Midwest Theatres. lroutine problema. 
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The World In His Arms 
(COLOR) 


T teh sea-action adventure 
film based on Rex Beach novel. 
Hearty b.o. 











Hollywood, June 17. , 
Universal release of Aaron Rosenberg 
roduction. Stars Gregory Peck, Ann 
lyth; features Anthony Quinn, John Mc- 
Intire, Carl Esmond, Andrea King, bwu- 
gene Leontovich, Hans Conried. Directed 
by Raoul Walsh. Screenplay, Borden 
Chase; added dialog, Horace MeCoy:; 
based on novel by Rex Beach; camera 
(Technicolor), Russell Metty; editor, 
Frank Gross; music, Frank Skinner. Pre- 
viewed June 12, .’52. -Running time, 104 
MINS. 
Jonathan Clark 


sneeoee Gregory Peck 


Countess Marina.......- Ann Blyth 
Portuge@ .. ....«cvesee Anthony Quinn 
Deacon Greathouse....... Joba McIntire 
Prince Semyon.......+«+++-- Carl Esmond 
Mamie oobh Andrea King 
Mme. Selanova ... Eugenie Leontovicn 
WUGtNee .... cr cvcecsoves Hans Conried 
Eben Cleggett ... ..++..- Rhys Williams 
General Vorashilov........- Sig Rump 
Paul Shushaldin .......+-- Gregory Gay | 
Ogeechuk .. .. .seeseeves Bill Radovich 
William Cleggett..........+- Bryan Forbes 
GRE. co ocas cxnmaeconeeenee Henry Kuilky 





Rex Beach’s novel of romance 
and adventure in early-day Alaska 
comes to the screen as a hearty, 
salty, action film loaded with 
swashbuckling b.o. entertainment. 
The solid outdoor story is well- 
trouped by a good cast headed by 
Gregory Peck, and the production 
values take advantage of the Tech- 
nicolor lensing to make the pres- 
entation a visual, as well as en- 
tertaining, treat for ticket-buyers. 

While the title is at odds with 
the screen story, suggesting more 
of a modern-day drama than’ a 
rugged adventure film, strong ex- 
ploitation and word-of-mouth 
should take care of this. Beach 
and his nove's aren’t likely to 
mean much to today’s younger 
filmgoers, but the Aaron Rosen- 
berg production is crammed with 
the type of entertainment that can 
be sold to any age. 

Raoul Walsh, one of the hetter 
action directors, keeps the 104 
minutes of running time alive with 
movement. So swiftly does he run 
it off that, at times, the pace be- 
comes almost too hurried, particu- 
larly in earlier scenes. Capping 
the numerous action sequences 1s 
the race in near-gale winds be- 
tween two sealing schooners. It is 
some of the best sea footage ever 
put on film. 

Action spills over into mob 
fights, good-humored tests of 
strength between male principa:s, 
and even winds up with a finale 
horse chase, hand-to-hand due! and 
the explosion of a Russian gunboat 
for good measure. Film has the! 
good taste to restrain itself in the 
sealing sequences on the Pribilof 
Islands, so the squeamish will not 
be bothered. 

Peck, as daring sea captain, sails 
his ship into San Francisco Harbor 
with a load of seal pelts taken in 
the waters off Russian owned 
Alaska. He and his crew then 
settle down for some salty cele- 
brating, but the fun is halted) 
when he meets Ann Blyth, a Rus- | 
sian countess fleeing from a Czar- 
arranged marriage and trying to 
get to her uncle in Sitka. Love 
blooms quickly between the two, 
but on the day they are to be mar- 
ried the pursuing Russian prince 
arrives, carts her off on his gun- 
boat and leaves Peck believing he 
has been jilted. 


The sailing race takes place) 
when Peck wagers his ship against 
one owned by Anthony Quinn, a} 
seal-poaching rival. When the | 
ships arrive at the Pribilofs, the | 
crews are captured by the Rus-|} 
sians, but they are freed on Miss | 
Blyth’s promise to marry Carl Es- 
mond, the prince. On the eve of 
the wedding, however, Peck and} 
Quinn join forces to rescue her | 
and all sail back to San Francisco | 
after the mission is successfully | 
completed. 

Peck socks his role in rugged, | 
two-fisted style, doing well by the) 





character as drawn in Borden! 
Chase’s screenplay. Miss Blyth is | 
a beautiful countess. Quinn is 


among the standouts as the color- | 
ful Portuguese, as is John MclIn- 
tire, Peck’s mate; Hans Conried, a 
supercilious hotel manager; Es- 
mond and Bill Radowich, a fish- 
smelling Eskimo. Andrea King. 
Eugenie Leontovich, Rhys Williams 
and Sig Ruman are among others | 
showing up well. 

Russell Metty used his Techni- 
color cameras well in bringing the 
action to the screen, and the unit 
lensing on the seascapes is particu- 
larly outstanding. Film editing is 
good, as is the Frank Sk'>rer 
music score. Brog. 


Tors’ Solo Indie 
Hollywood, June 17. 

Ivan Tors, who recently pro- 
duced “The Glass Wall” in part- 
nership with Maxwell Shane, is 
going in for solo production while 
Shane is writing a play. 

Tors bought “A-Men,” authored 
by Curt Siodmak, and will make it 
as an indie with Richard Carlson. | 


| ball players, do okay. 





Franeis Gees te West 
Point 
Third entry in Universal’s 


“talking mule” comedy series 
with Denald O’Connor; aver- 
age b.o. 
—_ == — 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
production. Stars Donald O’Connor; fea- 
tures Lori Nelson, Alice Kelley, Palmer 
Lee, William Reynolds, Francis. Directed 
by Arthur Lubin. Story and screenplay 
Oscar Brodney; added dialog, Dorothy 





Reid; based on “Francis” character cre- 


ated by Dovid. Stern; campers. Seraeees done. Shots are mainly of scantily Pes eee a eer er Sheilah | Ryan 
rie; editer, Milton Carruth. | : ; . 5 Te a ie ne oeee beel Seg “lem Bevans 
June 10, ’32. Running time, 8} MINS. | clad girls. Miss angry! has a pane 7*+8s sob eoae- ope. per €F “a ag ed 
Peter Stirling.......... Donald O’Connor | batch of vocal chores in these se-| poggart. Lyle Talbot 
Barbara Atwood weteeee Pond Pa te |quences and she warbles three | Clete..............+ees000: John Merton 
Cynthia Daniels........- | fairic se bv Jac i ‘ SOs el cove dcts cue ceas 4 affer 

William Norton ....... |" "Palmer Lee | fairish tunes by Jack Elliott and | candy sdacka’ Somali bani Oka Hugh Hooker 
Wilbur Van Allen 04+. Witenes Bosmests Tom Mack to advantage. | sey a Bill Ward 
Colonel Daniels.. .......-Les Tremayne | « Forevermore,” “You've | Sheriff............000+ee0 Fuzzy Knight 
Chad Chadwick............ Otto Hulbert | Now = in Love” and “My | Blake...-....c.c.c...... Dick Crockett 
Corporal Thomas.......+-- Dave Janssen | Never een in Si: +. \'vsnetnmetntesousche Roy Canada 


orporal Ransom.......-- James Best | 





meneame 


capital, Miss Lawrence hides out 
a the apartment of a girl friend 
(Claire Carleton). Circumstances 
introduce her to songwriter Wilk 
liam Ching, and the couple are 
hired to appear at the Tabarin. 
But their success is somewhat 
dampened inasmuch as mobster 
Steve Brodie is tailing her to re- 
cover Powers’ jewel cache. How- 
ever, this dilemma is neatly re- 
solved by the French police in time 
for the finale. 

Scenes of 


several production 


numbers at the Tabarin are well | 


Heart Says Yes.’ 


Performances are mechanical. 


Geld Raiders 
Lower case oater for juveniles, 


ae eee P 

rti elease of Jack Schwarz 

anes Ae roduction. Stars 
George O’Brien and H 





e Stooges: fea- 
tures Clem Bevans, Lyle Tal Sheila 
Ryan, Monte Blue, Fuzzy Knight. Directed 


by Edward Bernds. Screenplay, Elw 
Ullman and William Lively; camera, Paul 
Ivano; editor, Fred Allen; music, Alex- 
ander Starr. At the New York, N. Y., 
week of June 3, ‘52. Running time, 56 
MINS. E38 
fF GOOFBE...cccccntcecseecs George O’Brien 
{Moe Howard 
Shemp Howard 
Larry Fine 





Three Stooges....+..++.: 


| 





| “Gold Raiders” is grooved for 


The third time around for Uni- | Miss Lawrence tries futily to make | the Saturday matinee market. An- 


versal’s “talking mule,” cis 
finds the comedy gimmick that ini- 
‘tially sparked the series beginning 
to thin with familiarity. However, 
“Francis Goes to West Point” man- 
ages to be fairly amusing most of 
the time and should have no trou- 
vie reaching average business in 
those situations where previous 
visits of the loquacious hybrid and | 
his partner, Donald O’Connor, have 
been welcome. 

Principal impediment to the com- 
edy is the load of words tossed in. | 
Except when concerned with meet- 
ings between Francis and the hu- 
mans, the talk frequently halts the 
humor. Nor do the _ production 
values help to bridge the gaps, the | 
corner-cutting often being evident | 
during the 81 minutes of running | 
time. 

Francis’ earthiness as voiced by 
Chill Wills, adds a snap to his 
asides while tutoring O’Connor 
through the tough West Point cur- 
riculum, advising the lovelorn and 
helping Army win its football 
eames with sage directions. The 
Osear Brodney screen story finds 
O’Connor appointed to West Point 
after saving an atomic plant from 
a sabotage plot. O’Connor is just 
about to be kicked out for failure 
to maintain the academy’s tough 
standards when Francis shows up 
a soon has him at the top of his 
ciass, 

Yarn brings in the usual amount 
of sequences showing drilling, post 
walking and the hazing by upper 
elassmen, enlivening the proceed- 
ings on occasion with chuckles. | 
Finale finds O’Connor expelled | 
when he refuses to talk after the 
school. suspects one of his room- 
mates is married, but Francis man- 
ages to get this straightened out 
in time for Army to win the big 
game with Navy. 

O’Connor’s talent for comedy 
provides the picture with a strong 
assist, as does the gravelly Wilis 
voice that speaks for the mule. 
Lori Nelson and Alice Kelley carry 
off the femme spots nicely. Pal- 
mer Lee and William Reynolds, as 
O’Connor’s room-mates and foot- 
Les Tre- 
mayne, the commandant, and Otto 
Hulett, the football coach who 
gratefully, but bewilderedly, ac- 
cepts Francis’ gridiron advice, 
help the laughs. 

Arthur Lubin directed the Leon- 
ard Goldstein production, doing 
well in scenes involving the two 
principals but letting others lie 








static. Technical contributions are 
standard. Brog. 
Bal Tabarin 
(SONGS) 





Meller with Paris background; 
modest programmer. 


Republic release of Herman Millakow- 
sky preduction. Stars Muriel Lawrence, 
William Ching; features Claire Carleton, 
Steve Brodie. Directed by Philip Ford. 
Screenplay, Houston Branch; camera, 
Reggie Lanning, Michael Kelber; music, 
R. Dale Butts; songs, Jack Elliott, Tom 





“ack; editor, Tony Martinelli. Trade- 
shown N. Y., June 17, ’52. Running time, 
64 MINS. 

i ae. eR .... Muriel Lawrence 
ee, WR SEP eee William Ching 
Stella Simmons........... Claire Carleton 
‘oe Goheen.. .. Steve Brodie 
"nspector Manet. Steven Geray 
Little Augie....... e000 ees Carl Milletaire 
VIGNE ..o 2000 s000eescesesey SO Ie 
Eddie Mendies............. Tom Powers 
SD . <ssnsaebewtisecewus Gregory Gay 


Madam Ramquet. Adrienne d’Ambricourt 
Inspector Llewelyn .. Herbert Deans 
And the French Can-Can Dancers 


“Bal Tabarin” is a modest pro- 
grammer which combines some 
routine melodrama with scenes of 
Paris and the nitery bearing the 
title of this Republic release. While 
the film’s story and marquee val- 
ves are weak, exhibitors may find 
the Tabarin sequences exploitable, 
especially shots of “the famous” 
French Can-Can dancers. 

Written by Houston Branch, the 
screenplay appears primarily to be 
a device in which to weave in the 
Bal Tabarin. Muriel Lawrence 





plays a social secretary to a jewel 
fence (Tom Powers). She takes it | 
on the lam to Paris after her boss 
is rubbed out on the theory she'd | 
be implicated in the murder. 

Having arrived in the French} 


good as the songwriter who finds 
both romance and a market for 
his tune wares. Miss Carleton has 
the stereotyped part of a protec- 
tive gal friend who knows all the 
answers. Brodie is adequate as the 
gunman as is the balance of the 
supporting players. 

Physical mantling, save for, the 
Tabarin interiors, appears to have 


| been laid out with an eye to econ- 


omy by associate producer Her- 
man Millakowsky: Philip Ford’s 
direction tends to be too leisurely. 
Camerawork of Reggie Lanning is 
competent while lensing of French 


'unit cameraman Michael Kelber is 


also okay. Running time of 8 
minutes seems overlong for_twin- 
bill requirements. Gilb. 


Wagons West 
(COLOR) 
Routine wagon-train western 
with Rod Cameron; average re- 
turns, 





Hollywood, June 13. 
Monogram release of Vincent M. Fen- 
nelly production. Stars Rod Cameron; 
features Noah Beery, Jr., Peggie Casile, 





Michael Chapin, Henry Brandon, Sara 
Hayden, Frank Ferguson. Directed by 
Ford Beebe. Screenplay, Dan Ullman; 
camers (Cinecolor), Harry Neumann; edi- 
tor, Walter Hannemann; music, Marlin 
Skiles. Previewed Jung 13, '52. Running 
time, 70 MINS. 
. a” , eer ee Rod Cameron 
Arch Lawrence ....... Noah Beery, Jr. 
Be TRO << is sesegeess Peggie Castle 
BO Wrenn 2 60 cnvede ses Michael Chapin 
Clay Cook ose . Henry Brandon 
on Gn wee scdeus Sarah Hayden 
eee Frank Ferguson 
Alice Lawrence...... Anne Kimbell 
Sam Wilkins ....... Wheaton Chambers 
| Gaylord Cook ......... ‘ Riley Hill 
 - ere Effie Laird 
MOOD.) 650 0deccckeeve I. Stanford Jolley 
SO eee Almira Sessions 
_ _ & PPR e et egey Harry Tyler 
Joplin Marshal ......... Glenn Strange 
Territorial Marshal........ Harry Strang 
Chief Black Kettle...... John Parrish 
ee Ss ake Charles Stevens 
A wagon-train, pushing west- 
ward through Indian territory; 


backgrounds this routine Rod Cam- 
eron starrer, with b.o. prospects no 
more than average. Film is bene- 
fitted by color photography, which 
limns some interesting landscape, 
but story seldom departs from ex- 
pected action. Certain excitement 
is generated in the Indian attack 
sequence. 

Dan Ullman script casts Cam- 
eron as wagonmaster of a train 
heading for California in the ’70s. 
Warned before his takeoff that the 
Cheyennes are arming themselves 
with rifles smuggled in by un- 
scrupulous gun-runners, it develops 
that the organizer of Cameron's 
train, Frank Ferguson, and his 
two nephews, Henry Brandon and 
Riley Hill, are the culprits. Cam- 
eron has his hands full, between 
countering with this trio and de- 
fending the train against the In- 
dians. Peggie Castle provides a 
slight romantic note. 

Cameron puts over his charac- 
terization satisfactorily in a per- 
suasive performance, and has the 
benefit of a good cast. Brandon in 
particular stands out as a heavy. 
Noah Beery, Jr., is in all too briefly 
as a prospective father, and Anne 
Kimbell scores brightly in her few 
scenes as his wife. Michael Chapin 
makes the most of a moppet role, 
and Ferguson convinces as the 
gun-runner. 

Film generally is a credit to Vin- 
cent M. Fennelly, who produced, 
and Ford Beebe’s direction takes 
as much advantage as possible of 
the script. Harry Newmann’s 
color photography is a. 

hit. 
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Telepix Reviews 

Effective with this issue, 
VARIETY inaugurates a separate 
department—Telepix Reviews 
~-in keeping with the con- 
Stantly expanding vidpix ac- 
tivity. 

Reviews are to be found on 
Page 26, in the TV-Film sec- 
tion, along with VARIETY ex- 
panded coverage of all facets 
of the growing telefilm opera- 
tions. 











Francis, | her role believable. Ching is fairly | tics of the Three Stooges are strict- 


| ly on a juvenile level and the plot 
| is pretty much spelled out in words 
lof one syllable. It’s a mediocre 
| low-budgeter. 

George O’Brien, who hasn’t been 
'too active of recent years, plays an 
insurance agent, and the yarn re- 
|volves around the introduction of 
ithe insurance system to the west. 
O’Brien, as a gang-busting ex-mar- 
shal, ties up with the Three 
| Stooges, gentle-grafting peddlers, 
lin his campaign to clean up the 


|area from raiders hijacking mine 


ishipments. He has a tough job, 
|since the Stooges are irresponsible 
ijand another of his helpers is an 
| alcoholic medico (Clem Bevans). 
|Latter unwittingly tips O’Brien’s 
|plans when, drunk in the saloon, 
he drops the map detailing the 
insurance agent’s tactics. Plot 
winds to the inevitable conclusion, 
O’Brien’s killing and/or capturing 
the badmen, with the old doc’s 
loyalty being proven. 

O’Brien is somewhat stiff as the 
gun-toting agent, but casting him 
as insurance man makes it easier 
to accept. Three Stooges take a 
lot of slopping around, both from 
the raiders and from _ Sheilah 
Ryan, who plays the old physician’s 
granddaughter. Slapstick stuff is 
purely for the elementary school 
set. Monte Blue, as a mineowner, 
and Lyle Talbot, as a.heavy, reg- 
ister strongly, while Miss Ryan 
handles the solo femme role accep- 
tably. Fuzzy Knight does a stam- 
mering sheriff characterization, 
which also is aimed at young audi- 
ences. Bevans makes an okay doc. 

Lensing and production 
pings are par for this kind a 

ril. 


Importance of Being 
Earnest 
(BRITISH—COLOR) 


Name British cast in Oscar 
Wilde comedy; big for U.S. art 
houses. 








London, June 4. 
GFD release of Anthony Asquith Brit- 
ish-Technicolor production. Stars Michael 
Denison, Edith Evans, Joan Greenwood, 
Miles Malleson, Michael Redgrave, Mar- 
garet Rutherford and Dorothy Tutin. Di- 
rected by Anthony Asquith. Adaptation 


All the charm and glossy humor 
of Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy 
emerges faithfully in this Anthony 
Asquith’s British Technicolor pro- 
duction. Picture has a grade “A” 
cast with British names in plenty 
for the exploitation angle. As a 
drawingroom comedy, given a 
somewhat broader canvas. by its 
transference to the screen, it 
should prove to be a big winner 
here and most major cities, but 
some of its humor may be lost on 
audiences in rural areas. In Amer- 
ica it should do particularly well in 
art houses, with long runs a strong 
possibility. 

Apart from a few minor cuts, As- 
quith has taken few liberties with 
the original. His skilful direction 
extracts all the polish of Wilde’s 
brilliant dialog, and he has fash- 
ioned a pic which, while not setting 
new standards in filmcraft, is an 
important contribution from Brit- 
ish studios. Under his direction 
all the technical qualities are 
standout. Firstrate color lensing 
by Desmond Dickinson is one of 
the plus factors. 


The piquant comedy situations 
are handled in a light frothy style 
| by one of the more distinguished 
|casts used in a British production. 
Michael Redgrave’s performance 
of Earnest Worthing is in keeping 
with his high standing. He brings 
/a wealth of sincerity to the role 
of the earnest young man, without 
| knowledge of his origin, whose in- 
vention of a fictitious brother 
jleads to romantic complications. 





trap- | 


Michael Denison plays the debo- 
hair Algernon Moncrieff in a gay 
lighthearted style, and makes his 
characterization the pivot for much 
of the comedy. 

The two romantic femme roles 
are adroitly played by Joan Green- 
wood and rothy Tutin. The 
former, with her own blend of 
charm, makes a delighiful con- 
tribution. as Gwendolen, the girj 
who attaches as much importance 
to the name as to the man. Miss 
| Tutin, a newcomer having her first 
| big chance, displays a marked de- 
| gfee of talent in the role of Cecily 
|Cardew, playing it with all the 





jrequisite naive pertness. Edith 
Evans, as the forbidding Lady 
Bracknell, and Margaret Ruther- 


ford, as Miss Prism, the governess, 
also’ offer distinguished  per- 
formances. Miles Malleson’s por- 
l trayal of the vicar is a faultless 
cameo. 


By following the original, there 
is little scope for action but the 
film has been edited down to a run- 
ning time of 92 minutes which 
eliminates most of the chance for 
dragging. Indeed the yarn rolls at 
a steady pace. Myro. 


Black Hills Ambush 


Stock Allan “Rocky” Lane 
western for program market. 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Republic. release of Harry Keller pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane; fea- 
tures Eddy Waller, Leslye Banning, Roy 
Barcroft, Michael Hail, John Vosper, Ed- 
ward Cassidy, John Cason, Wesley Hud- 
man, Michael Barton. Directed by Keller 
Written by Ronald Davidson, M. Coates 
Webster; camera, Bud Thackery: editor, 
Tony Martinelli. Previewed June 2, ’52. 
Running time, 53 MINS. 





Allan “Rocky” Lane..Allan “Rocky” Lane 
8 errr a ere Black Jack 
Nugget Clark....ccccose> Eddy Waller 
SEE 0ch.2 nv 2 6.0006966006600% Leslye Banning 
| EE PPR Serer Roy Barcroft 
Larry Stewart..........--.- Michael Hall 
| Gaimes. .. 2.6. cseccevecsec. John Vosper 
| BRONTE. SPs ceedocceboccers Edward Cassidy 
DORs B66 Jeet cedeveceess John Cason 
Buck seeseseeseeeeess» Wesley Hudman 
Clay * Stewart 0.0 tescete: Michael Barton 


Presence of Allan “Rocky” Lane 
and such familiar oater ingredients 
as fights and chases make ‘ Black 
Hills Ambush” acceptable fare for 
the western programmer market. 
Theré’s a slow start during which 
plot is established but after pre- 
mise is fixed the pace is all that’s 
required to satisfy fans of this type 
actioner. 

Lane, handling himself with his 
usual rugged efficiency, again plays 
a U.S. marshall. This time Eddy 
| Waller, an old friend, calls on him 
for aid to break up an outlaw gang 
that is plundering his freight line 
and forcing him into bankruptcy. 
Behind the skullduggery is Roy 
Barcroft. Lane settles down to 
wipe out the gang and in battling 
the heavy to a finish he also is able 
to reform Michael Hall, young 
member of the outlaw crew. Play- 
ers go through familiar characters 
acceptably. The slight distaff in- 
terest is furnished by Leslye Ban- 
ning. 

Harry Keller produced and di- 
rected the screen story by Ronald 
Davidson and M. Coates Webster 
with suitable emphasis on action. 











Technical work is average for the 

from Oscar Wilde’s play by Anthony 
Asquith; camera, Desmond Dickinson; budget series. Brog. 
ere, ry 6a" muale, 7 

ankel. leon, Jersey, June 2, ’52. 
qunaieg a. weed" e ai r Dechy Day 
wendolen Fairfax... oan Greenw 
Fn 3 ‘eas WFEs Sie we bn a ) 

ecily Car@ew.....-.o.. rothy tin . 
Algernon Moncrieff. . .... Michael Denison eg Neagle, Michael Wild- 

‘ PE chetensss' 3 es Malleson n . -dr : 
“IT.  Seeeeerr Margaret Rutherford US - oar ama; modest 
Lady Bracknell............. Edith Evans - S. entry. 





; London, June 11. 

British Lion release of Wilcox-Neagle 
British production. Stars Anna Neagle, 
Michael Wilding, Googie Withers, John 
McCallum. Directed by Herbert Wilcox. 
Screenplay, John Baines; camera, Max 
Greene; editor, Bill Lewthwaite. At the 
Warner, London, June 9, ’52. Running 





time, 84 MINS 

Lady Forbes..... Seeds stance Anna Neagle 
David Scott....... rr Michael Wilding 
Betty Molloy.......... ..-Googie Withers 
Tommy Dillon.. .........John McCallum 
Gerald Berkeley............ Peter Graves 
Michel Jolivet.... --Suzanne Cloutier 
Joe Jenkins: ....ccccccee. Gordon Harker 
, . Serre: Cececere Gladys Henson 
Bill Hammond.............Ralph Reader 
agg od .. SRR er Alfie Bass 
ey IES <5 5 09 ohn 8 0% oc Edwin Styles 
Commentator...... Raymond Glendenning 





Three cameos embracing half a 
dozen people, who spend a day at 
the Derby, merge moderately well 
into a composite whole. Plots are 
quite distinctive and are designed 
to pinpoint the experiences and 
emotions of a handful of charac- 
ters who witness the year’s most 
popular racing event. Treatment is 
fairly commonplace. Although the 
pic should rate fair biz at home it 
is a modest entry for U.S. stakes. 

Entire action spans only a few 
hours. But in that short period the 
script traces a murder and arrest 
of a couple while collecting their 
winnings; a servant girl who gets 
a day at the races with her favor- 
ite film star; and Michael Wilding 
and Anna Neagle, both of whom 
are bereaved in a recent plane 
| crash, finding solace in each other. 

Contrasting plots provide oppor 
itunity for variations in the writ 
| ing with comedy and drama blend- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Fewer Pix a Stimulus? 


with’ major studios definitely into a policy of cutting back pro- 


duction quantity—which 


is bound to be reflected 


in trimmed 


release schedules in a year or so—the big question is what it will 


do to theatres. 


Many houses, already hard-hit, have found that 


the only way they can pump any life at all into grosses is by two or 
three or even more changes per week. Slash in quantity of prod- 
uct available is going to make this impossible—or provide a field- 
dav for the shoestring quickie-makers. 

Most observers feel that the resukt of -a slash in major release 
skeds may well mean an upturn in the number of houses closing. 
However, that’s not viewed as a catastrophe any more—except, of 


course, by the exhibs affected. 
mean more healthy ones by the 


only served to weaken all theatres. 


Belief is that fewer houses will 


elimination of competition that 
Distribs hope that a reduced 


number of strong, well-patronized houses will mean increased 
income and make it profitable for the houses to hold pix logger. 
With fewer running through the mill, each pic will have a chance 


at better income. 





—— 





PT’s 3 Philly Folds Mean 1306 Loss, 
Keeping ‘Em Open Would Lose 2006 


Philadelphia, June 17. + 


United Paramount Theatres, in 
shuttering its three Philly houses 
recently, is said to have made the 
choice between losing $200,000 a 
year by keeping them open or 
$130,000 a year by closing them. 
Theatres are the Tower, Nixon and 
Roosevelt, all important key nabes. 

Aside from the direct financial 
loss in keeping the houses alight, 
UPT is said to have been influ- 
enced to shutter by a battle with 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees on two 
fronts, the union’s stagehands and 
porjectionists locals, 

Tower, which once had vaude,. is 
reportedly forced to employ three 
stagehands for which UPT claims 
it no longer has use. House also 
is understood to employ five op- 
erators as a result of an old agree- 
ment. It wants to cut down, along 
with a move by all Philly theatres 
to get rid of the old two-men-in-a- 
booth contracts. Claim is that with 
safety film now in universal use, 

(Continued on page 25) 


Kelly Seeks to Clarify 
His Status With Chaplin 

we o 9 
As ‘Limelight’ Rep 

Arthur W. Kelly, former exec- 
v.p. of United Artists, and for 
years sales rep for Charles Chap- 
lin’s personal productions, will 
leave New York for Hollywood on 
Friday (20) to seek out clarifica- 
tion of his status on Chaplin’s new- 
est, “Limelight.” Film will be 
completed with about 10 more days 
of recording. 

Chaplin so far hasn’t closed any 
deals concerning distribution of 
the pic. He’s had some talks with 
Arthur B. Krim, president of UA, 
on a releasing pact but these have 
yet to reach the contract stage. 
Chaplin owns 25% of the UA stock, 
and the management is hopeful of 
an agreement. 

Kelly simply doesn’t know one 
Way or the other whether he’ll 
rep Chaplin on the pic. Since the 
comedian-producer may want a 
late Summer release for ‘“Lime- 
light,” obviously he'll have to de- 


cide on distributor and sales rep 
Shortly, 


U to Stress Shorts 
With Sochin Appt. 


_ Greater stress by Universal on 
its shorts subjects and newsreel 
program appears in the offing as 
: result of the naming of Irving 
— to post of shorts subjects 
time rene ee Company for some 
ai ee as been operating without 
sorte blished head for this de- 
Mer ent, and two-reeler sales 
vere handled as part of the do- 
ns division’s duties. Sochin, 
oe to domestic sales topper 
195} es J. Feldman since May, 
in o , takes over his new duties 
nmediately, 
tin veteran of 15 years in the dis- 
Ys — of film biz, Sochin joined 
194 ee sales cabinet in 
cial fil ead of the company’s spe- 
he ws division, Prior to that 

‘as the company’s branch man- 











Lester Roth Quits Col 


Lester W. Roth bows out as v.p. 
and counsel at the Columbia stu- 
dio on June 30 to enter private 
practice on the Coast. 

Under terms of settlement of his 
employment contract, which had a 
year and a half to run, Roth will 
collect $20,000, to be paid in in- 
stallments, and in turn will sur- 
render to the company options to 
purchase 5,000 shares of its com- 
mon stock. Options were issued 
to him when he signed a seven-year 
pact with Col on Jan. 2,.1947. 


SWG Would Join 
As Full Member If 
ALA ‘Streamlines 


Screen Writers Guild, in a three- 
day New York huddle that wound 


up Sunday (15), agreed to come 
into the Authors League of Amer- 
ica as a full member if the ALA 
would reorganize itself on a more 
modern, streamlined basis. SWG 
has been only an affiliate member 
of the organization, which includes 
the Authors Guild, Dramatists 
Guild and Radio Writers Guild. 

ALA and the other three guilds 
have agreed to a number of the 
points sought by the SWG, and all 
the groups are going back to their 
memberships with the proposals. 
Another meeting at which the 
changes may be effected is expect- 
ed to be held in a couple of 
months. 

Issue has come up as a result 
of TV, with the writers cutting 
across lines of the four guilds. 
(Full report on that aspect of the 
sessions is in the Television Sec- 
tion.) 

SWG’s reservations on becoming 
full-fledged partners in the ALA 
results from the fact that it is 
the only one of the four guilds with 
a flush treasury. It has about $135.,- 
000 in the bank and doesn’t want 
to turn that over to outside con- 
trol. 





that-if it comes in, it continue to 
exercise autonomy over its treas- 
ury and also over its own member- 
ship. ALA is understood to have 
agreed to this with reservations 
that remain to be thrashed out, 

SWG reps who were east for the 
session returned to the Coast Sun- 
day. Only exception was Frances 
Inglis, exec secretary, who re- 
mained east for several days on 
other biz. 





Albert to Rome for Pic 


Eddie Albert leaves New York 
on Saturday (21) for Rome to be- 
gin work in William Wyler’s pro- 
duction of “Roman Holiday” for 
Paramount. 


Actor is spending the current 


up for Wyler’s “Carrie,” in which 





ager in Cincinnati. 


he’s featured. 





Its stipulations to the ALA were | 





PATTERN GROWS 
AMONG MAJOR 


Exhibitors, who have habitually 
screamed for more product, might 
as well get set for less. Hollywood 
is definitely on the way in a long- 
range program of trimming the 
quantity of production. 

Darryl F. Zanuck and Jack L. 
Warner sounded the word _ last 
week that both 20th-Fox and War- 
ner Bros. are going to slash the 
number of pix turned out. They 
are following a pattern previously 
announced by Paramount and al- 
ready being carried out by RKO 
and Columbia since the beginning 
of the year. 

Only major from which exhibs 
have a prospect of getting added 
product is United Artists. That 
outfit faces an entirely different set 
of circumstances in distributing 
indie product than do the lots 
which provide their own produc- 
tion. 

Reasoning among 20th, WB and 
Par—possibly to be followed by a 
similar move at Metro as the result 
of present conclaves on the Coast 
—is identical. They’ve all come to 


(Continued on page 17) 


Big-Budget Pix 
Slated for WB 


London, June 17. 

Announcement that Warner Bros. 
would make only big budget pix 
was made by Jack L. Warner, v.p. 
and production topper of Warner 
Bros. Company’s policy was re- 
vealed in an address to the London 
Cinema Luncheon Club, the second 
of two addresses Warner made 
here. 

Earlier the Warner production 
chief told the British Film Produ- 
cers Assn. that television was be- 
ginning to settle down and level off. 
“We learned that, like radio, it has 
a place in entertainment. We also 
learned that it has weakness as 
well,” Warner declared. 

Warner Bros., the exec asserted, 
would prefer to make one picture 
costing $3,000,000 than three at 
$1,000,000. The latter, he said, au- 
tomatically went into the double- 
feature bracket. In addition, he 
rapped dual bills as “a menace to 
the industry,” causing, he said, the 
making of too many bad pictures 
in Hollywood because there isn’t 

(Continued on page 22) 


19 PIX SLATED FOR COL 
BETWEEN NOW AND OCT. 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Although the studio will take its 
annual two-week production hiatus 
the last week in July and first in 
August, Columbia will put 19 films 
before the cameras between now 
and Oct. 15. 

Heavy program starts tomorrow 
(Wed.) with Stanley Kramer's 
“Member of the Wedding,” direct- 
ed by Fred Zinnemenn. It’s one 
of the firm’s top pix of year. Rita 
Hayworth’s “Salome, - Dance of 
Seven Veils,” starts late this week 
or early next. Kramer’s “Juggler,” 
starring Kirk Douglas, rolls in Au- 
gust. His “Libfary,” starring Mary 
Pickford, is due in early October. 

Studio’s own untitled Jane Wy- 
man starrer is on the summer slate 
in addition to usual run of pro- 
grammers. 


Sid Myers Back to Eng. 


Sidney A. Myers, assistant man- 

















week in Gotham to aid in the build- | 


aging director of British Lion, 
|which distributes Sir Alexander 
| Korda’s product, returns to London 
‘today (Wed.) on the Queen Eliza- 
| beth after completing his annual 
| visit to New York and Hollywood. 
| Myers, who arrived in the U. S. 
June 5, looked over several inde- 


' 





No Happy Medium 


Max E. Youngstein, United 
Artists v.p., this week gave 
another airing to a complaint 
which has been heard in ad- 
pub circles since the first pos- 
ter went up in the nickelodeon 
era: 

“When a picture goes big at 
the boxoffice, everyone says it 
was a great picture. But when 
a picture dies at the b.o., 
everyone says the campaign 
killed it.” 








Youngstein Maps 
Ad-Pub Seminar 


To Nip Problems 


Proposal to call an industry 
seminar 
the trade's advertising - publicity 
operations will be advanced short- 
ly by Max E. Youngstein, United 
Artists v.p. He wants to acquaint 
industryites outside the ad-pub 
craft with its problems, the rea- 
soning behind present promotional 
approaches and techniques, and 
generally engage in a joint in- 
vestigation 
use by films, particularly televi- 
sion. 

Youngstein intends to pass along 
the seminar idea to H. A. Cole and 
Robert J. O’Donnell, who hosted 
last week’s Texas COMPO con- 
clave, at which present ad copy 
came under unexpected attack. 
Actor Ronald Reagan, at the 
COMPO session, particularly 
burned Youngstein and others of 
the ad-pub fraternity with his 
blast at “lying” ad copy. 

Youngstein commented in New 
York this week that fully one-third 
of the abundance of chin music 
heard at the COMPO meet con- 
cerned film advertising. Yet, he 
observed, ad-pub departments 

(Continued on page 15) 


TECHNI MAY CUT DIV 
TO FINANCE EXPANSION 


Technicolor appears as next in 
line to reduce its dividend rate, 
according to some Wall St. pro- 
fessionals. Opinion in some New 
York financial circles is that Tech- 
ni will require ~heavy coin to 
finance its big expansion program 
and the excess profits tax will pre- 
vent earnings from rising much 
above the current level despite the 
upbeat in business volume. 


Techni board consequently is 
faced with a decision to either 
negotiate a loan for the expansion 
work or retain a greater part of 
the earnings via the divvy cut, say 
the observers. They feel that the 
directorate will choose the reduc- 
tion on payoff to investors. 

Techni has been sending checks 
to stockholders at the rate of $2 
‘per common share annually since 
1949. This is up from the $1 total 
in dividends for 1948. 


Bosustow’s Europe Look 


Stephen Bosustow, prexy of Un- 








concentrating solely on/| 


of new ad media for} 


LONG-RANGE PLAN TO CUT PROD. 


Reade Doesn't Think Exhibs Should 
Be Alarmed at Col’s Ford TV Deal 


+ While 


some exhibitors in the 
New York metropolitan area are 
firmly opposed to the deal Columbia 
| Pictures inked with the Ford Mo- 
j} tor Co. last week calling for pro- 
duction of 39 half-hour telepix, 
Walter Reade, Jr., on Monday (16) 
declared that he sees “‘no cause for 
alarm,” for the arrangement is 
similar to dozens of others in 
which Hollywood studios are turn- 
ing out films for TV. 
{Details of the Columbia-Ford 
deal in the TV-¥Films section.] 
President of a 35-house chain, 
Reade opined that it’s much better 
for Columbia to make pictures for 
TV than fly-by-nights, since the 
company may develop new faces, 
which eventually will help exhib- 
itors. “Though I am not a Colum- 
bia stockholder,” he added, “Ralph 
Cohn and Jules Bricken are to be 
congratulated in landing Ford.’’ 
Cohn heads Screen Gems, Co- 
lumbia's TV subsidiary, which will 
lens the films for Ford. Bricken 
| will handle the production reins. 
| Contract with the auto firm is re- 
garded as a precedental one, inas- 
much as it’s the first ever to be 
signed between a national adver- 
| tiser and a major Hollywood stu- 
|dio. With top players starred, the 
series starts Oct. 2 on some 51 
NBC-TV stations. Profit participa- 
tion will be offered talent, direc- 
tors and writers working on pix. 
Taking a dim view of the pact is 
David Weinstock, who heads the 
17-theatre Raybond circuit with 
houses in N. Y., New Jersey and 
(Continued on page 24) 


'N. Y. Exhib, Aide to Be 
Arraigned Charged With 
2036 Amus. Tax Evasion 


Jeanne Ansell, prez of Ansell 
Theatres, and Irving A. Rosen- 
blum, said to be her accountant 
and business adviser, are sched- 
uled to be arraigned Friday (20) 
| before Federal Judge John F. X. 
| McGohey in N. Y. Federal Court 
|on charges of attempted evasion 
of $203,677 in admission § taxes 
from 1946 to 1949. Arraignment 
grows out of their indictment last 
week by a Federal grand jury on 
210 counts of tax evasion. 

Ansell circuit is a chain of 10 
houses in Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx which screen Spanish- 
language films. Indictments re- 
sulted from a Bureau of Internal 
Revenue investigation following re- 
ceipt of an anonymous tip. De- 
fendants, according to Asst. U. S. 
Attorney Richard P. Donovan, filed 
210 phoney tax returns in which 
the amount due was frequently 
under-reported by 50% or more. 

Donovan said the alleged tax-chis- 
eling of Miss Ansell and Rosenblum 
actually began in 1944. But a six- 
| year statute of limitations prevents 
the indictment from extending far- 
ther back than 1946. If convicted, 
the pair is liable to a $10,000 fine 
and five years’ imprisonment on 
each count. 


U Warms Up Press 
For Alaska Preem 


A group of newspaper, mag and 
syndicate reps set off on a 12,791- 
mile journey Sunday (15) to see a 
picture. Press contingent, num- 
bering about 35, headed for Elmen- 
dorf Air Force Base, Anchorage, 
Alaska, for the world preem of 























ited Productions of America, car- 
toonery which releases through Co- 
lumbia, leaves today (Wed.) for a 











pendently made films with a view 


our-week European jaunt. He’ll 
visit London, Paris and Copen- 
| hagen. 

While abroad, Bosustow will line 
'up deals for the company’s training 
and educational animated films di- 
|vision. He arrived in New York 
|last week accompanied by Charles 


| Daggett, company’s publicity top- 


per. Pair held confabs with Col 


homeoffice execs. 


to distributing them in the United | main in New York for about a 
Kingdom. However, no deals were, month before returning to the 
finalized. 


Coast. 


Daggett will re- 


Universal’s “The World in His 
| Arms” tomorrow (Thurs.). 

| Junket, arranged by U in con- 
|junction with the Department of 

Defense, will include a 12-day tour 
of military installations in Alaska. 
| Correspondents were picked up by 
two méfitary transports in Washing- 
| ton, Chicago, Los Angeles’ and Seat- 
| tle. 

Group of Hollywood personali- 
ties, led by Ann Blyth, who stars in 
“World” with Gregory Peck, is ac- 
companying the press party ‘and 
will put on special “in person” 
shows for servicemen at bases in 
Alaska and the Aleutians. 
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Limping; Beacon’ Lofty $20,000, 


Bedroom’ Dull 136, ‘Atomic’ NG 76, 
Clash’ Big 216, ‘Queen’ 206, Both 2d 


Los Angeles, June 17. 


considerably this frame despite 
four new bills, with only one 
shaping up on_ profitable side. 


“Walk East on Beacon,” well ex- 
loited, is heading for nice $20,000 
n two theatres. Combo of “Scar- 
let Angel” and “Just — 
Street” opened fairly mild in three 
spots. 

Very dull $13,000 shapes for “3 
for Bedroom C” in three _ sites 
while “Atomic City,” plugged here 
as “19 Elevado Street,” looks thin 
$7,000 in two houses although 
rated okay in Hollywood. 

Holdovers generally are off al- 
though “Clash By Night’ continues 
in the money on its second round 
with fast $21,000 in two locations. 
Other exceptions include the sure- 
seater runs of “Man in White 
Suit,” smart $5,000 in third week, 


enth frame. 
Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 2,048; 1,719; 
1,248; 70-$1.10)—“African Queen 
(UA) and “Royal Journey” (UA) 
(24 wk). Okay $20,000. Last week, 
excellent $30,500. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2.756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—"3 for Bedroom C” (WB). Very 
dull $13,000. Last week, “Carson 
City” (WB) (8 days), $16,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) and “Glory Alley 
(M-G) (2d wk). Oke $18,000. Last 
week, $26,300. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) 
(2,752; 2,812; 70-$1.10)—“Clash By 
Night” (RKO) and “Leave to Ma- 
rines” (Lip) (2d wk). Fast $21,000. 
Last week, $32,300. 

Los Angeles Paramount, Hawaii 
(UPT-G&S) (3,300; 1,106; 65-$1.20) 
— “Walk East On Beacon” (Col) 


and “Montana Territory” (Col). 
Fine $20,000. Last week, “Red 
Mountain” (Par) and “African 


Treasure” (Mono) (L. A. Par only) 
(2d wk), $9,200. 

United Artists, Hollywood Para- 
mount, Ritz (UATC- F&M - FWC) 


(2,100; 1,430; 1,370; 70-$1.10) — 
“Scarlet Angel” (U) and “Just 
Across the Street” (U). Opened 


Sunday. Last: week, “Paula” (Col) 
and “California Conquest” (Col) at 
UA and Hollywood Par, $4,500 in 
4 days after slow $12,000 on first 
full week. 

Orpheum, Vogue (Metropolitan- 
FWC) (2,213; 885; 70-$1.10) — 
“Atomic City” (Par) and “Gold 
Raiders” (UA). Thin $7,000. Last 
week, Orpheum and Beverly Hills, 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (16th wk), 
closed out long run with $7,500 for 
large $330,500 total on engagement. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.20) 
—‘‘Man White Suit” (U) (3d wk). 
Smart $5,000. Last week, nifty 


900. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 
—"‘Ivory Hunter” (U) (4th wk). Fair 
$2,000. Last week, $2,500. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.20) 
—"“Encore” (Par) (7th wk), Steady 
$3,000. Last week, $2,900. 

Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) — 
“Prize” (Indie) (4th wk). Small 
$1,200. Last week, $1,600. 


‘Carbine’ Fair $12,000 
In Prov.; ‘Bailey’ Mild 





746, Shark’ Shight 66 


Providence, June 17. 

Loew’s State is leading the city 
with “Carbine Williams” but even 
this is only fair. Nice weekend 
again kept patrons away from the- 
atres. Majestic is next on list 
with “Lydia Bailey.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 


Eagles” (Lip). Slow $6,000. Last 


week, “Models, Inc.” (FC) and 
“Sins of Madeleine” (Indie) (re- 
issue), weak $4,500. 

Majestid (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 


“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “Gobs 
and Gals’ (Rep). Fairish $7,500. 
Last week, “Kangaroo” (20th) and 
“Bowery Boys” (Mono), $4,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Carbine Véilliams” (M%®) and 
“Hoodlum Empire” (Rep). Fair 


$12,000. Last week “Skirts Ahoy” 
(M-G) and “Glory Alley” (M-G) 
(2d wk), oke $9,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—"“Anything Can Happen” (Par). 
Opened Monday (16). Last week, 
“Sound Off” (Col) and “Thief of 
Damascus” (Col), fairish $4,500. 


+ 7 
Boxoffice pace has slowed up | 


Across 


“Girl Modest 106 





$ \ | ing, action pies finding fayor with 
and “Encore,” good $3,000 in sev- | patrons in hot weather just begin- 
| ning. 
| Life” plus in-person appearances 
'of the Hilton Sisters for okay 
| week. 
| top coin, but only light at State. 
Outdoor events are pulling crowds, | 


44-65)— 
“Loan Shark” (Lip) and “Valley of 





| Mike,” looms strong at the flagship 
| Albee, to lead the pack with one 
| of the burg’s liveliest starters in | 








Broadway. Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week . $392,200 
(Based on 19 theatres) 
Last Year .. $421,500 


(Based on 17 theatres) 








Tops Dull L ville 


Louisville, June 17. 
“Carson City” at Mary Ander- 
son is making a fairly good show- 


Strand with “Chained for 


“Girl in White” is getting 


and hurting pic houses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 54-75) 
—"Outcasts of Poker Flat’ (20th) 
and “Five” (Col). Fairish $3,000. 
Last week, “Okinawa” (Col) and 
‘Tougher They Come” (Col), same. 

Mary Anderson (People's) (1,200; 
54-75)—“‘Carson City’ (WB). Fair 


‘Clash’ Lively $11,000, 
Buff; ‘Pat? Good 1144G 


Buffalo, June 17. 
Biz is only moderate in most 
first-runs this week. “Clash By 
Night” is rated good at Century 


| while “Pat and Mike” are about 
| same at the Buffalo. “Tomorrow Is 
| Too Late” looks rather soft at Cen- 
ter, with “Kangaroo” mild at Para- 
mount, 
Estimates for This Week 





Buffalo ‘Loews) (3,000; 40-70) 
—"‘Pat and Mike” (M-G) and 
“Dancing Years” (Indie). Good 


$11,500. Last week, “Carbine Wil- 
liams” (M-G) and “When in Rome” 
(M-G), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Kangaroo” (20th) and “Big Night” 
(UA). Mild $9,000 or under. Last 
week, “Carson City” (WB) and 
“One Big Affair” (UA), $8,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“To- 
morrow Too Late” (Burstyn). Soft 
$6,000. Last week, “Encore” (Par) 
7 “Train of Events” (Indie), 

5,000. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-'70)— 
“Bronco Buster” (U) and “No 
Room for Groom” (U). Moderate 
$7,500 or better. Last week, “Walk 
East on Beacon” (Col) and “Konga” 
(Indie) (reissue), $7,600. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“Clash by Night” (RKO) and 
“Bal Tabarin” (Indie). Good $11,- 
000 in 9 days. Last week, “Champi- 
on” (UA) and “Body and Soul” 
(UA) (reissues), $6,000. 


Cool Weather Boosting 
Mpls.; ‘Sniper’ Bangup 





$8,000, ‘Team’ Light 7G) °? 


Minneapolis, June 17. 





$5,000. Last week, “High Sierra” 


(WB) (reissue), $4,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
54-75) — “Kangaroo” (20th) and/| 
“Here Comes Marines” (Mono). 
Dull $8,500. Last week, “I Dream 
of Jeanie” (Rep) and “Gobs and 
Gals” (Rep), regional preem got! 
Stephen Foster film off to big 
start, $14,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 54-75) — 
“Girl in White” (M-G) and “When 


in Rome” (M-G), Light $10,000. 
Last week, “Love Better Ever’ 
(M-G) and “Young Man With 


Ideas” (M-G), about same. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75) — 
“Chained for Life” (Indie) and 
“Secret Flight” (Indie) plus Hilton 
Sisters onstage: Satisfactory $5,- 
000. Last week, “Mutiny” (UA) and 
“One Big Affair” (UA), $4,000. 


‘FACE’ BRISK $10,000, 
PORT.; ‘CARSON’ DITTO 


Portland, Ore., June 17. 

City is packed with visitors for 
the Annual Rose Festival. All 
first-runs have new product but 
few are doing very big. ‘About 
Face” shapes big at Broadway. 
“The Sniper’ at Paramount, is 
rated good while “Carson City” is 
nice in two spots. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
—“About Face” (WB) and “Bal 
Tabarin” (Rep). Big $10,000. Last 
week, “Ivory Hunter” (U) and 
“Square Dance Katy” (Rep), $6,200. 

uild (Parker) (400; 65-90) — 
“Encore” (Par). Okay $3,500. Last 
week, second-run. 





Helped by some cool and rainy 


weather and a lineup that, with a 
single exception, comprises all new- 


comers, grosses size up a bit 
healthier than in most recent 
stanzas. “The Sniper” is giving the 


boxoffice a shot in the arm at Or- 
pheum. Other pacesetters include 
“The Winning Team” and “The 
Wild North.” Also-rans are “‘Any- 
thing Can Happen” and “Outcasts 
of Poker Flat.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Aaything Can _Happen” (Par). 
Slow $4,000. Last week, “Man in 
White Suit” (U) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Gopher (Berger) 1,000; 50-76)— 
“Wild North” (M-G). Good $7,000. 
Last week, “Carbine Williams” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $3,600. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)—‘‘Rose 
of Cimarron” (20th) and “Journey 


into Light” (20th). Light $3,500. 
Last week, “Love Better Than 
Ever” (M-G) and “F.B.I. Girl” 
(Lip), ‘$4,000. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Winning Team” (WB). Interest 
in the diamond sport very low here. 
Picture favorab received, but 
only moderate $7,000 looms. Last 
week, “Pat and Mike” (M-G), 
$10,500. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—"The Sniper” (Col). Very good 
$8,000. Last week, “Carson City” 
(WB), $5,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Canyon Passage” (Indie) and 
“Frontier Girl’ (Indie) (reissues). 
Oldies not so strong at $4,000. 
Last week, “Lion and Horse” (WB) 
and “Pace That Thrills” (RKO), 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) | $4,000 


—“Girl in White” (M-G) 
“Oklahoma Annie” (Rep). 


and 
Good 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—“Out- 
casts of Poker Flat” (20th). Tepid 





$9,000. Last week, “Wild North” 

(M-G) and “Sellout’® (M-G) 

wk), $4,300 in 5 days. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90)— 


(3d | 


$5,000. Last week, “Denver Rio 
Grande” (Par), $3,700. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“La Ronde” (Indie) (4th wk). Winds 


(Continued on page 56) 


| with thin $1,500. Last week, $2,500. 





‘Pat’ Strong $15,500 in Trim Cincy; 


Kangaroo’ OK 66, 


Cincinnati, June 17. 
“A generous assortment of new 
bills, sans duds, has downtown biz 
on the rise this week. “Pat and 


some time. “California Conquest” | 


|looks like an okay marker for the | $6,000 or near. 
| Palace. 


“Kangaroo,” “Girl in 
White” and “Denver & Rio Grande” 
are bunched at moderate gaits. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G). Strong 
$15,500. Last week, “Clash By 
Night” (RKO), $12,000. 
Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 





75)—"“Denver Rio Grande” (Par). 
Moderate $6,000. Last week, “Flesh | 


‘Conquest Hep 106 


and Fury” (U) and “Treasure of 
Lost Canyon” (U), ditto. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Girl in White’ (M-G) and “Glory 
Alley” (M-G). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “Loan Shark” (Lip) and 
“Valley of Eagles” (Lip), $6,000. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)— “Kangaroo” (20th). Oke 
Last week, “Atom- 
ic City” (Par), $5,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Clash By Night” (RKO) (m.o.) 
Favorable $5,500. Last week, 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and “Bat- 
tleground” (M-G) (reissues), split 
with “Dallas” (WB) and “San Quen- 
tin” (WB) (reissues), $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“California Conquest” (Col). All 
right $10,000. Last week, “About 
Face” (WB), $10,500. 


Steel Strike Bops Det:; ‘Beacon’ NG 
$12,000, Fighter’ Dim 186, ‘Outcast’ 6¢ 





Key City. Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . . $1,732,100 
(Based on 24 cities, 200 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N.Y.) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year ....... $2,019,000 
(Based on 24 cities, and 198 
theatres.) 


‘Scaramouche’ 156 


Socko Philly Ace 


Philadelphia, June 17. 

High temperatures sent pros- 
pective patrons hurrying to the 
shore, and grosses are way off 
here currently. “Scaramouche” 
looms as standout with sock total 
at Areadia, with overflow seeming 
to help nearby houses. Earle is 
doing poorly with “Tank in Indo- 
China” ~and stageshow headed by 
Dizzy Gillespie and Savannah 
Churchill. “Clash by Night” is 
holding at good figure in second 
round at the Goldman, 


Estimates for This Week 
Areadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G). Sock $15,- 
. Last week, second-run. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Wild 
Heart” (RKO) (2d wk). Off to $6,- 
500. Last week, faint $10,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— 
“Yank in Indo-China’’ (Col) plus 
Dizzy Gillespie, Savannah Church- 
ill onstage. Sad $9,000. Last week, 
“Stolen Face” (Lip) plus Count 
Basie orch, Moke Poke on stage, 
$10,000. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘‘Kan- 














garoo” (20th) (3d wk). Thin $6,- 
000 in 5 days. Last week, $12,000. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 


99)—“Clash by Night” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Good $15,000 or near. Last 
week, $23,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Ivory Hunter” (U). Pale $11,000. 
Last week, “Red Mountain” (Par) 
(2d wk), $9,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Searlet Angel” (U). Mild 
$6,000 or near. Last week, “Glory 
Alley” (M-G), same. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—"“Paula” (Col). Oke $13,000. 
Last week, “Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) 
(3d wk), $9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“California Conquest” (Col). So-so 

10,000. Last week, “Carson City” 
WB), $8,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473: 50-99)— 
“Denver and Rio Grande” (Par). 
Slow $7,000. Last week, “High 
Sierra” (WB) and “To Have, Have 
Not” (WB) (reissues), $6,000. 

‘ Studio (Goldberg) (500; 55-99)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (6th wk). 
Big $3,000. Last week, $3,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20) 
—"My Son John” (Par) (7th wk). 
Fair $2,500. Last week, $3,200. 


‘TEAM’ FAIR $11,000, 





St. Louis, June 17. 
Trade at first-runs melted rapid- 
ly over the weekend as the mer- 
cury hit a new five-year high of 
101 last Sunday (15) to climax 11 
days of 90 above or higher. “‘Win- 
ning Team” looks fair at the mid- 
town Missouri. “When In Rome” 
looks only just good. “Man in 
White Suit” is rated fine in two 
houses. 
Estimates for This Week . 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘Walk East on Beacon” (Col) and 
“Paula” (Col). Fair $9,000. Last 
week, “Red Mountain” (Par) and 
“Mara Maru” (WB), good $11,000. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“Car- 
son City” (WB) and “Okinawa” 
(Col). Opened today (Tues.). Last 
week, “Kangaroo” (20th) and “Mon- 
tana Territory” (Col), neat $12,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“When in Rome” (M-G) and 
“Young Man With Ideas” (M-G). 
Good $11,500. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) (2d wk), $11,000. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Winning Team” (WB) and “Gobs 
and’Gals” (Rep). Fair $11,000 or 
less. Last week, “Paula” (Col) and 
“Bronco Buster” (Col), $11,000. 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
75-90)—“‘Man in White Suit” (U). 
Good $4,000 or near. Last week, 
“Encore” (Par) (2d wk), $3,000. 
Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
75-90)/—‘Man in White Suit” (U). 





Fine $4,000. Last week, “Encore” 
(Par) (2d wk), $3,500. 
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Detroit, June 17. 
The steel strike is putting a fur. 
ther pinch on biz here which has 
been off badly for the last month, 


“Fighter” looks slow at the Fox 


“Walk East om Beacon” at the 
Michigan shapes up dull. “Carson 
City” looks fairish at the Palms, 
“Outcast of islands” is being treat. 
ed like one at the Adams, “Gir) 
in White” looms lonely at the 
United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000: 70-95) 
—‘Fighter”’ (UA) and “Red Planet 
Mars” (UA). Slow $18,000. Last 
week, “Deadline U.S.A.” (20th) 
and “Inheritance” (U), same. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95)—"‘Walk East on Beacon” 
(Col and “Brave Warrior” (Co)), 
Dull $12,000. Last week, “My Son 
John” (nar) and “Clouded Yellow” 
(Col), $10,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900: '70-95)—“Car. 
son City” (WB) and “Here Come 
Marines” (Mono). Fairish $11,000. 
Last week, “The River” (UA) and 
“One Big Affair” (UA), about same, 


Madison (UD) (1,900: 70-95)~ 
“To Have, Have Not” (WB) and 
“High Sierra” (WB) (reissues), 


Poor $6,000. Last week, “Sinners” 
(Indie) and “Secret Flight” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900: 70- 
95)—“Girl in White” (M-G) and 
“Talk About Stranger’ (M-G), 
Lonely $10,000. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) and “Young Man 
Ideas” (M-G) (3d wk), $7.500. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
—‘‘Outcast of Islands” (UA). Slim 
$6,000. Last week, “Wild North” 
(M-G), $5,000. 


Heat Hits K.C. Trade; 
‘Bedroom’ NSG at $9,000, 
‘Carbine’ Average 116 


Kansas City, June 17. 


First-run biz is more than hold- 
ing its own for current session. 
World preem of “Three of Bed- 
room C” with personals by Gloria 
Swanson opening day and ballyhoo 
by Santa Fe Railroad is getting the 
Paramount only an okay. ‘‘Kanga- 
roo” in four Fox-Midwest theatres 
is topping the average as is ‘“Car- 
bine Williams” at the Midland. 
“Half Breed” at the Missouri is 
modest, Continued heat wave is 
not helping. 


Estimates for This Week 


Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 65-85)— 
“Tight Little Island” (U). Second 
time at house for moderate $1,500. 
Last week, “Rashomon” (RKO) 
(4th wk), $1,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-69) 
—‘“Carbine Williams” (M-G) and 
“Long Dark Hall” (Indie). About 
average $11,000. Last week, ‘“‘When 
in Rome” (M-G) and “Young Man 
With Ideas” (M-G), $9,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75) — 
“Half-Breed” (RKO) and “Young 
Scarface” (Indie). Moderate $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Carson City” (WB) and 
“Bushwhackers” (Indie), $5,000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-69)—"Three for Bedroom C” 
(WB) and “Try and Get Me” (WB). 
Opening day hoopla amd personal 
by Gloria Swanson, but only okay 
,000 looms. Last week, “San 
Francisco Story” (WB) and “St. 
Benny the Dip” (UA), $7,500 in 6 
days. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100, 2.043, 
700, 1,217; 50-75) — “Kangaroo” 
(20th) with “Jet Job” (Mono) 
added at Tower and Granada. Top- 
ping average at $14,000. Last week, 
“Red Ball Express” (U) and “No 
Room for Groom” (U) at Tower 
and Granada only, $13,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 50-85) — 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (10th wk). 
Held at pleasing $1,400. Last week, 


same. 

_ Warwick (Fox Midwest) (900; 50- 
85)—“Encore” (Par) (3d wk). 
Steady $1,800, and likely will hold 
again. Last week, good $2,200. 


‘About Face’ Fast 1414G, 
Denver; ‘Bronco’ $11,000 


Denver, June 17. 
First-run biz is down this session 
with no theatres doing above av- 
erage. Hottest weather of year is 
putting a crimp in the boxoffice. 
“About Face” looms as best bet 
with fairly good takings in two 
theatres. “Bronco Buster” also }s 
fairly nice at Paramount. 
timates for This Week 
Alladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-85) — 
“Brave Warrior” (Col) and “Thief 
of Damascus” (Col), day-date with 
Tabor, Webber. Fair $6,000. Last 
week, “San Francisco Story” (WB) 
(Continued on page 56) 
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Chicago, June 17. + 
xoffice continues murky, 
with nothing much in the way of 
product offering much hope 
for boosting biz. Best of the lot 
appears the Chicago with About 
and personal appearance of 


Loop bo 


new 


ace 

aeity Garrett and Larry Parks 
with okay $40,000 likely. The 
Grand, with “I'll Never Forget 
You,” and “Purple Diary,” is only 
slim $8,000. “Lydia Bailey” and 


“First Time” at the State-Lake is 
yderate $16,000. 
Woods seems below par at $16,- 


000 with “Belles on Toes.” “I 
Dream of Jeanie” and “Lady 
Possessed” is headed for minor 


$9,000. Surf is bright with $4,000 
for “Never Take No For An Anh- 
wer. 
: Best of holdovers is “Anything 
Can Happen” at the Ziegfeld 
which is staunch for second frame. 
“San Francisco Story” and “Loan 
Shark” at Roosevelt loom weak, 
also on second week. “Greatest 
Show” at the Palace is off a bit 
but still good in sixth session. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“About Face’ (WB) and Larry 
Parks and Betty Garrett in person. 
Oke $40.000. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) plus Mary Kaye Trio 
(2d wk), $23,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98) — 
“Never Forget You” (20th) and 
“Purple Heart Diary” (Rep). Using 
science fiction hoopla ads for okay 


$8,000. Last week, “High Sierra” 
(WB) and “To Have, Have Not” 
(WB) (reissues), $7,000. 


Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (6th wk). 
This isn’t holding as well as hoped 
but still good at $13,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98) 
—'‘San Francisco Story” (WB) and 
“Loan Shark” (Lip) (2d wk). Mud- 
dy $7.000. Last week, $11,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “First 
Time” (Col). Passable $16,000. Last 
ek. Mn eter (Par) and 
‘Flaming Feather” ( 

Rh. Par) (2d wk), 
Surf ‘(H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
‘Never Take No For Answer” (In- 
die). Fine $4,500. Last week, “Man 
in White Suit” (U) (9th wk), $8,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 55- 

98\—"I Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) 
and “Lady Possessed” (Rep). Minor 
$9,000. Last week, “Valley of 
Eagles (Lip) and “Montana Terri- 
tory” (Col) (2d wk), $6,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
Belles on Toes” (20th). Weak $16.- 
000. Last week, “Marrying Kind” 
(Col) (4th wk), $10,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Nava- 
jo” (Lip) Lukewarm $3,000. Last 
Week, “Pennywhistle Blues” (n- 
pF “Big Day” (Indie) (2d wk), 


R Ziegfeld (Lopert) (485; 98) —= 
Anything Can Happen” (Par) (2d 
wk’. Holding well with $3,500. 
Last week, $3,700. 


Team’ Wins Good $9,000, 
Omaha; ‘Sniper’ Hep 546 


; Omaha, June 17. 
The boxoffice here got a lift 


“ 





from an unexpected source over 
the last weekend. The intense 
heat literally drove them into the 
theatre when the temperature 


went over 100 degrees for four 
Straight days. The mercury re- 
mained high. Another surprise was 
the revived afternoon boxoffice on 


the hottest days. 

, how Sniper” at the Brandeis 
ooked nice. “The Winning Team” 
at the Orpheum is only just good. 
-_ nver and Rio Grande” plus 
‘he Atomie City” at the Omaha 
is rated okay $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

, Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
+4 Sniper” (Col) and “Yank in 
ndo China” (Col). Good $5.500. 


La ; Veo bd 
stock: About Face” (WB), 


Omaha 
—Denver 
oy Atomic City” (Par). Oke $6,- 
(Par Last week, “My Son, John” 


| “Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) (m.o.). 


(Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) | 
and Rio Grande” (Par) | 


$40,000, ‘Forget’ 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e, 
without the 20% tax: Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Pat’ Tall $14,000 





Cleveland, June 17. 

Nearly everything is in the sum- 
mer doldrums here this stanza. Top 
item is “Pat and Mike,” rousing at 
Loew’s State. Allen’s “Carson 
City” looms okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“Carson City” (WB). Okay $10,000. 
Last week, “High Sierra” (WB) and 
“To Have, Have Not” (WB) (re- 
issues), same. 

Hipp (Scheftel-Burger) (3,700; 55- 
80)—“‘California Conquest” (Col). 
Fair $10,000. Last week, “Laura” 
(20th) and “This Above All” (20th) 
(reissues), $8,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie), Fairly spicy 


$4,000. Last week, “Isle of Sin- 
ners” (Indie), $2,500. 
Ohio (Loew’s) (1,305; 55-80)— 


Smart 
$6,000 on third downtown lap. Last 
week, “Flaming Feather’ (Par), 
$5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80)— 
“Rancho Notorious” (RKO). Light 
$8,500. Last week, “Clash By 
Night” (RKO), $12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80)— 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G). Tall $14,- 
000. Last. week, “Skirts Ahoy” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 
—‘Denver Rio Grande” (Par). Dull 
$5,000. Last week, “My Son, John” 
(Par), $4,000. 

Tower (Scheftel-Burger) (500; 55- 
80)—“Nightmare Alley” (Indie) and 
“Dark Corner” (Indie) (reissues). 
So-so $2,400. Last week, “Kanga- 
roo” (20th) (m.o.), $2,200. 


D.C. on Downbeat Albeit 
‘ ’ 
Carson’ OK at $10,000; 
é b ‘ Rs 
Street’ 8G, ‘Jeanie’ 5G 
Washington, June 17. 
Main stem biz is on the down- 
beat along the line. Town’s first 
intensive heat wave plus mild new- 
comers account for the low takes. 
There is no standout, and even the 
current b.o. leader, “Girl in White” 
plus vaude, at Loew’s Capitol, is 
only fairish. “Carson City” at the 
Warner is okay. } 
Street” shapes trim at Keith’s. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 55-95)— 





Okay $18,000. Last week, “Young 
Man With Ideas” (M-G) and vaude, 
so-so $18,000 despite brisk opening. 


Dupont (Lopert) (372; 50-85)— 
“Navajo” (Lip). Fair at $3,000. 
Last week, “Pictura” (Indie), 
$2 


,900. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85)— 
“Just Across Street” (U). Trim 
$8,000. Last week, “Clash by Night” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 50- 
80)—“‘Dream of Jeanie’ (Rep). 
Sluggish $5,000 or near for first- 
run. Last week, “Valley of Eagles” 
(Lip), $3,500. 

ntario (K-B) (1,424; 44-74)— 

“The River” (UA) (2d wk). Okay 
$5,000 for first-run nabe, in day- 


Last week, $7,000. 
Palace (Loew’s) (2.370; 50-80)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (2d wk). 


$20,000 last week. 





$6 000°" “Flaming Feather” (Par), 


7) oPheum 
{ — if ; 
Winning Team” (WB) and 


nate Dark Hall” (UA). Good $9.- 
act week, “Carson City” 


{\ , ao 

dy and “On Loose” (RKO), $8,- 
uy Stale (Goldberg) (865; 25-75)— | 
Loc, North” (M-G). Trim $5,000. 
2... &%. Singin’ In Rain” (M-G) 
3d wk), $3,500, 


are 


Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-$1) 
—‘“‘Marrying Kind’ (Col) (2d wk). 


| last week. Holds. 

| Warner (WB) (2,174; 50-80)— 
“Carson City” (WB). Okay $10,- 
|00C. Last week, “Have and Have 
| Not” (WB) and “High Sierra” (WB) 
(reissues), record low at $6.400. 

| Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 60-$1)— 
“Encore” (Par) (5th wk). Fine 
$5,000. Last week, $7,000., 


Paces Drab Cleve. | 


| and 





| “Thief 





| 
} 
| 


| 


| 


ditto. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-80)— 
“Clash By Night” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
| Off to $7,000. Last week, trim 
| $11,000. 

Tivoli, University (FP) (1,436; | 


(a 


PICTURE GROSSES 





‘NELLIE’ FAT $11,000, 


TORONTO; ‘THIEF’ 156, 


Toronto, June 17. 

On warm weather competish plus 
light product, biz is way off here 
this session. “Sun Shines Nellie” 
“Walk East on Beacon” are 
topping the town with only normal 
returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Heat Wilts Bway; ‘Courier -Vaude 
Tops Newcomers at Mild $58,000, 
‘Lovely’ 1206, Ray- Heart’ 926, 3d 





Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60)— 
of Damascus” (Col) and 
“Jet Job” (Mono). Nice 15,000 or 
near. Last week, “First Time” 
(Col) and “Son of Fury” (20th) (re- 
issue), $13,500. 


Eglinton (FP) (1,080; 40-80)— | 
“Sniper” (Col) (2d wk). Slow $5,- 
000. Last week, $6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-80)— 


“Walk East on Beacon” (Col). Fair 
$10,500. Last week, “Aaron Slick” 


(Par) and “Denver Rio Grande” 
(Par), $9,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 


“Singin’ in Rain” (M-G) (4th wk). | 
Tapering to $8,500." Last week, | 
nice $10,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— | 
“Sun Shines Nellie’ (20th). Neat | 
$11,000. Last week, “Paula” (Col), | 


1,558; 40-80)—‘“‘Rancho Notorious” | 


(RKO). Slim $8,000. Last week, | 
“Something to Live For” (Par), | 
$9,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 
“Scarlet Angel” (U). Weak $6,000. 
Last week, “Red Ball Express” 
(U), $5,500. 





‘Skirts’ Sturdy 


| weekend in succession, is taking a 


| handicap. On the credit side is the 
| fact that the session is getting the 


| Marshall at the Roxy. However, it 


$14,000 in Pitt 


Hottest 
combined 


(Thurs.) is holding in great shape 
with $7,600 after $8,800 for second 
week. Stays on. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Ways of Love” (Burstyn). Opened 
Monday (16). In ahead, “Under 
Paris Skies’ (Discina) (6th wk) 
dipped to $5,300 after good $6,200 
for fifth week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘Lovely 
to Look At” (M-G) with stageshow 
(3d wk). Holding at fine $120,000 
after $121,000 for second week. 
Holds a fourth, with “Where's 
Charley?” (WB) and holiday stage- 
show opening June 26. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20)— 
newcomer from coin! “Diplomatic Courier” (20th) with 
standpoint is “Diplomatic Cour-| Kathy Barr, Helen Wood, Jay 
ier,” with stageshow headed by | Marshall onstage. Initial round 
Kathy Barr, Helen Wood and Jay| ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks 
like mild $58,000. Holds. Last 
week, “Lydia Bailey’ (20th) plus 
stageshow headed by Alan Dale, 
Florian ZaBach, Dunhills (2d wk), 


weather of the year. 
with the second clear 


healthy bite out of Broadway first- 
run business this week. Absence of 
many strong, new bills also is a 


benefit of regents exams in N, Y. 
City schools starting Monday (16) | 
which is helping several -spots. 
Strike of Long Island railroad en- 
gineers beginning Monday had lit- 
tle or no effect on trade at delux- 
ers although obviously some L. I. 
residents took hotel rooms in the 
city rather than hazard makeshift 
transportation home and _ . back! 
daily. 
Biggest 


| 


is disappointing with mild $58,000 | 
or near in first week. “Red Planet | 
Mars” is top new straightfilmer ; 
with moderate $10,000 or close at| mild $44,000. 
the Criterion. “Carson City” shapes| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.80) 
up slowly $7,000 or less in first|—‘‘Postman Always Rings Twice” 
week at the Globe. | (M-G) and “‘Woman’s Face” (M-G) 
With a noticeable pickup start- | (reissues). Opened yesterday 
ing Monday (16), “Lovely To Look | (Tues.). Last week, “Girl in White” 
At” with stageshow is_ holding | (M-G) (3d wk-4 days), slow $4,500 
nicely with $120,000 in third ses-| after $7,500 for full second ses- 
sion at the Music Hall. Bill holds | sion. 
a fourth, week, with “Where’s| Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
Charley?” opening June 26, '“Man in White Suit” (U) (12th 
Still boxoffice champ was the/ wk). The 11th round ended Mon- 
Paramount, with Johnnie Ray | day (16) still was big $10,200 after 
heading the stageshow, the real) $11,000 for 10th week. Stays indef. 
draw that held “Wild Heart” to a| Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
big $92,000 in the third stanza. | 90-$1.50) “Narrow Margin” (RKO) 
Walk East on Beacon” still is} (7th wk). Held at $3,400 in cur- 
pacemaker for straight-film houses.| rent round after okay $3,600 in 
It is holding to stout $16,000 for| previous week. “White Corridors” 
third round at the Victoria. |(U) comes in soon. 
Aside from art theatres such as 1 








Pittsburgh, June 17. 
“Skirts Ahoy” looks like week’s | 


Penn, and will hold. “Kangaroo” 


and “The Sellout” shaping up as 


| best twinner the Warner has had 


in some time. “Encore” is doing 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85) — 
“Frontier Gal’ (U) and “Canyon 
Passage” (U) (reissues). Not too 
‘much at $3,000. Last week, 


pointment at $4,000. 

Harris (Harrts) (2,200; 50-85)—| 
“Kangaroo” (20th). Picking up a} 
bit here to okay $6,000, ahead of | 
what house has been doing lately. 
Last week, “Valley of Eagles” 
(Lip), $3,000 in 5 days. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85) — 
“Skirts Ahoy” (M-G). Running in 
the money at $14,000; Stays an| 
extra six to get house back to a 
Thursday (26) opening with ‘Pat 
and Mike” (M-G). Last week, 
stageshow of Margaret Whiting-4 
Aces with “Young Man With Ideas” 
(M-G) $18,000 washout, producing 
plenty of red. 

Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85) 
—“Encore” (Par) (2d wk). Holding 
up well considering state of biz at 
around $2,000. First week, nice 





“Just Across | 


“Girl in White” (M-G) plus vaude. | 


and-date with another K-B nabe. | 


Nosedived to okay $12,000 after ,™oun 


(Tristates) (3,000; 16-| Steady $6,000 after sock $7,500) 


best bet by a wide margin at the | 
picking the Harris up for hor leecae on gi 
stanzas. “Something to Live For’ | ilies! 


okay in holdover at Squirrel Hill. 


“T | 
Dream of Jeanie” (Rep), a disap-| 


. ry : Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
the Sutton, with “Man in White | 90-$1 50)<_ High Treason” (Indie) 
| Suit”; Normandie, with “Encore”; | (5th wk). Fourth stanza ended 


Park Ave., with “Actors and Sin”; | Monday (16) continued very big at 
t., with “High | $6500 after $7,500 for third week. 
all of which are doing; Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
|temarkably nice to big trade, the | $1 g0\—“Walk East on Beacon” 
| other straight picture theatres are| (Col) (4th. wk). Third session 
| way off this stanza. ended last night (Tues.) held in 
Estimates for This Week fine style at stout $16,000 after 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-| $22,000 for second week. Con- 
| $1.80)—“Outcast of Islands” (UA) | tinues indef. 

(Sth wk). Light $5,500 after only | 
| $7,000 last week. 





Beekman (R & B) (550; 85-$1.50) | 


peta Ng ee & Rm F ighter F alicy 
$10,000, Frisco 


ended Monday (16) held at $4,500 | 
after- nice $4,700 for sixth week. | 
San Francisco, June 17. 
First-run trade is only average 


Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.80) 
—‘‘Pat and Mike” (M-G). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) (3d wk) fell to $8,000 
or less after mild $11,000 for sec- r 
ond week. here this week. “Gloré Alley” at 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50- | St. Francis and “The Fighter” at 
$1.80)—‘“Red Planet Mars” (UA).| United Artists are making best 
Initial week ending Friday (20)|showings, beth doing fancy biz. 
shapes to hit modest $10,000 or| “Fighter” is particularly strong, 
close. In ahead, “Red Ball Ex-| being helped by personals by Rich- 
press” (U) (2d wk-0 days), $15,000. | #2 Can OMtiriy’ good at. Pare: 
: . a ms - 
es ny oF dea AY item mount while “Kangaroo” shapes 
wk). Current round looks like |S!ow at the huge Fox. 
$4,000 after fair $4,500 for fourth Estimates for This Week 
week, below hopes. Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65-95) 
—“‘Red River” (UA) and “Tulsa” 








Globe (Brandt (1,500; 50-$1.80)— , 

a (WB) (3,800; 50-83) —| “Carson City” (WB). First week (UA). Fair $10.000. Fg Wey 
“Carson City” (WB). Dull $7,000, | ending tomorrow (Thurs.) is head- | Clash By Night” (RKO) wk), 
‘Last. week, “Clash By Night” |ing for slow $7,000 or under. Last | $10.500. 

|(RKO), $8,000. week, “Young Man With Ideas”| Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95)— 
fs Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85) — | (M-G), lean $7,800. \“Kangaroo” (20th) and “Rodeo 
“Something Live For” (Par) and Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-| (Mono). Slow $12.500. Last week, 
“Sellout” (M-G). Above average | $1.80)—“The Fighter” (UA) (3d-| “Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) and “Bal 


|for usual double-bill biz here at 
| $6,000 or over. Last week, “Atomic 
City” (Par), $4,000. 


Hub Still Slow Albeit 
‘Outcast’ Fairish $8,000; 
‘Jeanie’ 136, ‘Eagles’ 126 


Boston, June 17. 
Biz at downtown majors con- 
|tinues at sluggish pace this stanza 
| with newcomers not much competi- 
‘tion to baseball, race tracks and 
|beaches. “Outcast of Island,” at 
Astor opened fair with “Valley of 
\Eagles” slow at Met. “Green 

Glove” at RKO Boston is fairish 
but “I Dream of Jeanie” at Para- 
t and Fenway looms slow. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| “Astor (B&O) (1500; 59-95)—‘‘Out- 
‘east of Islands” (UA). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Paula” (Col) (2d wk), 
$3,800. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (682; 
50-$1.20)—“‘Tomorrow To. Late” 
|(Burstyn) (4th wk). Near $5,000 
‘following good $5,800 for third 


round. 
Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Green Glove” (UA) and “Lady 


(Continued on, page 56) 
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| final wk). Current frame ending Tabarin” (Rep), 6 days, $7,000. 


| tomorrow (Thurs) looks like $7,000) Warfield (Loew's) (2.656; 65-95) 
after slow $7, or second week.) _«syirts Ahoy” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Poh Team” (WB) opens Fri- | ofr to $14,500. Last week, solid 
ge AB 2.000. 
Normandie (Normandie The- | >” 00 ' 
latres) (592: 95-%1.80)—“Encore” | Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 


“About Face” (WB) and “Cage of 
'Gold” (Indie). Good $12,000 or 
| near. Last week. “Red Mountain” 
(Par) and “Fightin’ Rats of 
Tobruk” (Indie) (2d wk-5 days), 
$8 500. 


| (Par) (12th wk). The 11th session | 
ended last night (Tues.) continued 
'in chips with $7,500 after fine $8,-| 
/000 for 10th week. 
| nese (RKO) plea ee wey 
'“No Room for Groom” (U) with) 
‘eight acts of vaude. Current week |, St. Francis (Par) (1.400: 65-95)\— 
‘ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks “Glory Alley (M-G). Nice $10,- 
ifair $15,000. Last week, “Cali-|900. Last week. “Walk East on 
fornia Conquest” (Col) with same | Beacon” (Col) (2d wk), $7,500. 

vaude policy, $14500, over hopes. | Orpheum ‘No. Coast) (2.448; 65- 


| Paramount (Par) (3,664: 80-$1.80) 95:—“Scarlet Ange’” (Ui and 
—“Clash by Night” (RKO), with “Maytime in Mayfair’ (Indie). 
| stageshow headed by Les Paul and | Slim $7000. Last week, “Cali- 


|Mary Ford, Joey Bishop, Ralph | fornia Conquest” (Col) and “Black- 
| Marterie orch. Opens today (Wed.). mailed” (Indie), $9 500. 
|Last week, “Wild Heart” (RKO); United Artists (No. Coast) (1,- 
| plus Johnnie Ray, Gary Morton. | 207; 65-95)—“The Fighter” (UA) 
| Billy May orch heading stage bill: and “Red Planet Mars” (UA). 
,(3d wk), held to big $92,000 in, Fancy $10.000. Last week, “With- 
| week ended last night (Tues.) after’ out Warning” (UA) and “Confi- 
'smash $124,000, not quite up to dence Girl” (UA). $6009. 
,exnectancy, jn second stanza but| Stagedoor (‘A-R) (370: 85-$1)— 
| still terrific. Makes total of huge) “Man in White Suit” (U) (6th w ). 
| $358.000 for run, unusually great! Fine $3,300. Last week. $2 690. 
for season of year. | Clay (Rosener) (40 65-85 — 
Park Ave. (Reade) (583: 90-$1.50) | “Mr. Lord Said No” (Indie) (3d 
—“Acters and Sin” (UA) (3d wk). wk). Held at $2,300. Last week, 
}Present frame ending tomorrow a nice $2,600. 
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Hawaii, Now Nearer to U.S. by Air, 
Becoming Pop Booking for Vauders 


Honolulu, June 10. 

This self-styled Paradise of the 
Pacific is rapidly becoming an ideal 
spot for show biz. Before the last 
war, few top acts would take the 
time for a five-day steamer trip 
to fill a booking in Hawaii. More- 
over, the coin paid was not great. 

A combination of factors has 
changed the _ picture. For one 
thing, Hawaii today is closer to 
California than an overnight train 
trip between L. A. and Frisco, 
thanks to modern air travel. It is 
a 94-hour hop by luxury double- 
decked Stratocruisers and DC-6s, 
and only an hour or so longer by 
economy non-sked coach planes. 

The salaries are a Jot more lu- 
crative today, too. Plantations have 
raised wages considerably. Hawaii's 
plantation workers, incidentally, 
are no fruit tramps. In Hawaii, field 
and cannery workers have money 
to spend, and spend it. 

There has been a _ substantial 
population influx, both civilian and 
military, latter group being more 
nightclub minded. Even neweomer 
(Malihini) civilian residents tire of 
going to beaches, and also are in 
receptive mood for good entertain- 
ment. Islanders crave top-bracket 
entertainment and _ resent. being 
considered hicks. 

Hulans don’t run around in 
malos (Hawaiian-style supporters), 
but wear the typical American 
sport wear, including dinner jack- 
ets. Royal Hawaiian Hotel has 
“coats and ties must” policy at 
nights, even banning aloha shirts 
from the dining room at night. 

The city’s as American as San 
Froncisco or Chicago. Consolidat- 
ed Amus. Co. has 15 theatres in 
Honolulu’ alone, including one 
drive-in. Royal Amusement has 
five. A couple of indies play Jap- 
anese, Filipino and Chinere films 
almost exclusively. Plantations 
and suburban communities have 
their own theatres, and there are 
a few outlying ozoners. 

Honolulu’s emergence as a thriv- 
ing, prosperous city of 250,000 
population points out the poten- 
tialities of live entertainment. 

Present show biz boom was 
launched in 1946. A couple of hor- 
rible fiascos almo t overshadowed 
the successful imports. The past 
year has brought a bona fide boom. 

Promoters are gauging potentials 
pretty accurately. Visitors Bureau 
promotion indirectly is helping 
impress Mainland names with the 
idea that a Hawaii engagement can 
combine business with pleasure. 

Attractions range from the An- 
drews Sisters, Frank Sinatra, Ye- 
hudi Menuhin and_ Tennessee 
Ernie right on through the name 
combos and burlesque strippers. 
Plane fare from Coast is $288 
round-trip on luxury airliners, plus 
tax. Non-sked flights are even 
cheaper. 

If a big enough name, he'll be 
smothered with Hawaiian hospital- 
ity. If not, he can still share the 
year-around sunshine and acquire 
a terrific beach tan. And Hawaiian 
payoff is in good old U. S. dollars. 


SPAIN SEES 735,000 
MORE TOURISTS IN ’52 


Madrid, June 10. 
Spain, which has been exerting 
every effort to attract additional 
tourist biz, is looking for 2.000.000 
visitors this vear. Drive to draw 
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Churchill’s in Dutch 
With Liquor Officials 


London, June 10. 
Churchill’s Club 





ter following fines for supplying 
|drinks after hours. At an earlier 
| hearing, police evidence was given 
|that champagne had been served 
jin water jugs after 2 o’clock in the 
|morning. The club was on proba- 
tion when this incident was re- 
ported. 

| Sir Laurence Dunne, the Bow 
|Street magistrate, in giving his 
| judgment, said he was not going to 
| disqualify the premises. This im- 
|plies that the club may be re- 
|opened but possibly with a dif- 
\ferent management. Churchill’s 
| Club, which was one of the ultra 
| late night spots in London, was 
|operated by Harry Meadows, with 


Bruce Brace as his principal aide. | 


|Arthur Blake recently wound up 
a cabaret season there. 
Gray orch and 
rumba band. 


the Condi-Tyree 





‘Fanfan’ Paces French 
Cinemas; ‘Streetcar’ 2d, 
‘Leathernose’ Also Big 


Paris, June 17, 

Big money here per usual has 
| been going to the top films. French 
| still prefer their own fare when 
| offered quality pix of various coun- 
tries. The result is that the top 
| grosser is the Christian-Jaque cos- 
|tumer, “Fanfan La Tulipe,” star- 
| ring Gerard Philippe. Playing six 
| weeks in three big houses here, the 
| film haS grossed a smash $375,000. 
| Film is now on the nabe circuits 
}and still big. 

Next biggest money here has 
gone to a “Streeetcar Named De- 
sire” (WB), which day-dated at the 
Normandie and Rex for a good 
| $141,000. Third biggest grosser is 
| Yves Allegret’s “Leathernose,” ro- 
|mantic costumer which garnered 
| $105,000 at the Marignan and Mari- 
|vaux. Next best coin went to a 
| comic private-eye meller, “Massacre 
in Lace.” This took in $102,000 at 
| four medium-sized theatres. Fifth 
best was “Happy Go Lucky” 
(20th), which landed $45,000. 

In the provinces, top money is 
| going to “Fanfan,” followed by 
| “Great Caruso” (M-G). “The 
| River” (UA) is big in Marseilles, 

with the next best grosser, ‘Leth- 
ernose.” 








Filmsonor Winding Up 
Ciouzot’s Stalled Film 


Paris, June 10. 

H. G. Clouzot film, “The Wages 
of Fear,” started last year on loca- 
tion outside of Nimes, is finally go- 
ing to be completed. Film produc- 
tion was interrupted because of 
bad weather and financial difficul- 
ties. Half of the pic had been 
‘finished down there on a costly 
‘replica of a South American town. 
|Clouzot was dogged by bad luck 
| and nearly was laid up with a bad 
|leg during the shooting. There is 
a mixture of nationalities, which 
will make the pic multilingual, 
with Yves Montand, Charles Vanel 





in New Bond | 
, Street has been struck off the regis: | 


The two| 
bands employed were the Johnnie | 


new tourists apparently is meeting|as the French contingent, William 
success because such a total would | Tubbs and Pat Hurst as Americans 
represent an increase of 735,000'and Jo Dest and Peter Van Eyck 
people, since 1,265,000 tourists en-! as Germans. 

tered the country in 1951. 

French, English and Latin-Amer- | been taken over by Filmsonor. Two 
icans top the list. North American |units now are trying to bring in 
visitors rate tops at all the big | the pic with one group shooting 
hotels. ;only backgrounds for later studio 

Mir tre 2 : ,transparency work. Clouzot has 
Julie Wilson’s Brit. Fare been responsible for such hard- 
London. June 17. boiled pix as “The Raven,” “Jenny 

Julie Wilson, who returned to Lamour” and “Manon.” 

London last fall to play the femme | 
lead in Jack Hylton’s British musi- | 
cal, “Bet Your Life,” will be mak- | 
ing her farewell London appear- 
ance in cabaret commencing June 
30. She left the “Life” cast when 
it switched to twice nightly presen- 
tations. 

She was signed last week for a 
fo. night's engagement at the Baga- a 
telle. She will be following U. S. 
songstress Hadda Brooks, who 
opened Monday (16). Harry Le- 
vene, operetor of Bagatelle, plans 
an early trip to N. Y. to get name 
talent. ( B30) 
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Susskind to Quit Scot Orch 


Glasgow, June 10. 

Walter Susskind will resign as 
principal conductor of the Scot- 
tish National Orch late in Septem- 
ber. He will be succeeded by Aus- 
trian-born Dr. Karl Rankl, 
Susskind has decided to become 
free-lance. He conducted the 
Scottish and Scottish National 
orchs for six years. Rankl was mu- 
sical director of the German Opera 
House in Prague when the Nazis 
marched into Czechoslovakia. and 
‘had a narrow escape to Englank ; | 


Film, which is half finished, has 


Blake Into Stockholm Show 


London, June 17. 

Arthur Blake, who last weekend 
wound up a run at the Palladium 
and the Bagatelle, planes today 
(Tues.) to Stockholm, where he has 
been signed to play the Olympia 
Review for six weeks beginning 
June 19. This date will be followed 
by a two-week tour of British and 
American army camps in Germany. 

Blake is scheduled to return here 
'the middle of August for a short 
provincial tour before going back 
to America. 


Scots Strawhat 
Season Looks Big 


Glasgow, June 10. 

Despite continued shortage of 
coin, theatre promoters here are 
preparing for one of their busiest 
strawhat seasons. High quality of 
shows will be used to fight declin- 
ing boxoffice in some spots. How- 
ard & Wyndham will go out to 
make its Glasgow ‘“‘Half-Past Eight” 
|revue a bigger success*than before. 
They have teamed new comic Stan- 
ley Baxter with comedian George 
| Lacy, and will include Andrew Mac- 
pherson, operatic baritone, in a 
large company. 








rious than in previous summer 
stints. Howard & Wyndham have 
bought up scenery from the former 
Metro stageshows at the Empire in 
London. 


The strawkat revue in Edinburgh 
will be headed by Scot comedian 
Harry Gordon. It also is a Howard 
& Wyndham production. 

The Pavilion here, which is man- 
aged by wealthy Scot. operator 
George Urie Scott, this summer 
has one of the brightest Tommy 
Morgan shows yet produced. It has 
received raves from the crix. 

Coast spots are also proving am- 
bitious. A Fred Collins produc- 
tion at the Cragburn Pavilion, 
Gourock, will star comic Jack An- 
thony, and a company which in- 
cludes the Scottish comedy couple 
of Gracie Clark and Colin Murray. 
Ayr Gaiety Theatre, another Clyde 
haunt, also tees off with a new 
luxury revue. 

All this effort by resident pro- 
ductions will hit touring vaude 
hard, although this should be but- 
tressed this month and in July by 
visiting Americans. Sophie Tucker, 
Lena Horne and Jack Benny are 
names counted on to pull in the 
biz here. 


UNION OF EXHIBITORS 
TO SEEK YANK TIEUP 


London, June 17. 

As a result of the European 
Union Congress of exhibitors held 
during the Cannes film festival last 
month, direct contact is to be es- 
tablished with the American thea- 
tre owner to explore possibilities 
of forming an international fed- 
eration of exhibs. This was re- 
ported by the British delegation 
to last week’s meeting of the gen- 
eral council of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. in London. 

The Cannes convention was at- 
tended by theatre operators from 
11 countries, representing some 
29.500 theatres. Main problem dis- 
cussed at Cannes was the en- 
croachment of TV with particular 
reference to the likelihood of for- 
eign programs being beamed to 
Britain and other countries. 


Zahl on U.S. Talent Prowl 


London, June 17. 

Hyman Zahl, executive of the 
Fosters’ agency, planes to N. Y. 
July 26 on a talent hunt. Object is 
to seek novelties for vaudeville 
here which will now include the 
various cinema circuits which in- 
tend to play several vaudeville 
names. Zahl is also interested in 
| big concert attractions. 


Zahl, too, is taking along the 





we 








| biggest list of European novelty | 


|acts he has unearthed during his 
many trips to European cities in 
the last six months. Zahl plans to 
visit Toronto where he will confer 
with Ernest Rawley on the possi- 


Settings will be even more luxu- | 





Kaye to Open Scotland 


One-Nighters in July 
Glasgow, June 10. 

Danny Kaye is set to play one- 
night concerts in Seotland, at Dun- 
dee, Edinburgh and Glasgow, open- 
ing here at the 2500-seater St. An- 
drews Hall July 8. One-nighters 
are under the banner of impresario 
Harold Fielding. Kaye is current- 
ly touring U. S. Army bases in Ger- 
many, France and North Africa, 
and will follow with a vaude en- 
gagement at Theatre Royal, Dublin, 
early in July. 

St. Andrews Hall here is general- 
ly regarded as unsuited to creating 
any proper vaude atmosphere, with 
bare sets and cold background. 
Many stars have failed to click 
here. 


N. Y. City Ballet Scores 
Sharply With Tough Swiss; 
Troupe Returns to Paris 


Zurich, June 10. 

Now on its first European tour 
the N. Y. City Ballet made its Zur- 
ich bow June 6-7 at the Stadtthea- 
tre during the Zurich June Festi- 
val. 

Troupe was accorded one of the 
most enthusiastic receptions ever 
given a ballet here. At end of the 
second evening, there were more 
than 15 curtain calls, cheers and 
applause, and a general wave of 
enthusiasm rarely observed with 
Swiss audiences, which usually are 
rather conservative and _ pretty 
tough to win over. Most applauded 
were “Serenade,” “Swan Lake,” 
“Pas de Trois” and, topping them 
all, ‘Bourree Fantasque,” which 
brought a storm of cheers. The 
more modern ballets, such as “The 
Cage,” “La Valse” and “Lilac Gar- 








den,” were more moderately re- 
ceived. 

Dancers Andre Eglevsky, Maria 
Tallchief, Melissa Hayden and 
Patricia Wilde scored personal 
triumphs, and Director George 


Balanchine himself was cheered in 
an unheard-of manner for this 
country. 





Paris Reprise 
Paris, June 10, 

New York City Ballet, after a 
rousing success at the recent Cul- 
tural Festival here, is back at the 
Theatre Des Champs Elysees for a 
two-week engagement, to run to 
June 25. Public acclaim was tops, 
with crix admitting the troupe’s 
brilliance, but keeping their hide- 
bound classical views, and finding 
the only fault of troupe to be that 
it was too precise. Company is do- 
ing SRO. 

Gala opening night found the 
crowd a bit subdued, without the 
frenzied palm-pounding that 
greeted troupe’s earlier appear- 
ance here. Group is in fine form, 
though doing a gruelling schedule 
in hopping all over Europe with 
stops at the various festivals. They 
go to Holland after the Paris stint. 


Templeton in Aussie 





Melbourne, June 17. 

Alec Templeton arrived in Syd- 
ney Saturday (14) for a three- 
month tour of Australia and New 
Zealand, under auspices of J. C. 
Williamson Theatres (J. & N. Tait 
concert division). His wife, and 
personal manager Stanley North, 
accompanied. First concert will 
be held at Melbourne Town, Hall 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

Pianist gave a concert in Hono- 


States, under management of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Oakley. He'll do 
20 to 30 dates in his Down Under 
trek. 





Columbia’s London Conclave 
London, June 17. 
Joseph A. McConville, Columbia 
International prexy, arrived last 
| week to attend the British*organi- 
| zation’s annual convention over the 
| weekend. 
| Other Col execs who made the 


| 











For Three-Month Tour 


lulu June 10 en route from the | 


Lisbon, June 10. 

The 30 film distributors in Por. 
tugal are worried at the growing 
cost of prepping American and 
other foreign pictures for the loca} 
market in the face of the pix play. 
ing less time with diminishing rea. 
sonable profit chances. Distribu- 
tors here give cinemas a complete 
program consisting of a feature and 
several shorts. In the case of an 
average Hollywood pic, they are 
95% of the films presented here, 
the cost of such program, including 
custom duties, taxes, and price paid 
for buying the film, is about $4.500. 
To this must be added part of the 
| office overhead. 


Until four years ago such pro- 
gram could play a first-run three to 
four weeks and then would slowly 
jtour the country. Not many films 
and always the top ones were im- 
ported then. . Now the situation has 


been radically changed. In a cou- 
ple of months, when the recon- 
structed Condes will be ready, 


there will be four big first-run 
cinemas here. This gives Lisbon 
three times the seating capacity of 
four years ago. 

The result is that more films 
have to be imported, and not al- 
ways the best ones. The larger 
number of pix, however, cannot 
subsequently be absorbed by the 
provincial market which has not 
changed much. Hence, when a 
pic doesn’t pay its way in a week 
or two showing in Lisbon and 
Oporto finds it increasingly diffi- 
cult. to pay off in the remainder 
of the country. 

For the season 1952-1953, distribs 
are preparing to handle 30 to 40 
pix when before 12 was the aver- 
age. 

Two first-run houses have closed 
down ,and it is uncertain if and 
when they will reopen. They are 
the Ginasio and Trindade, which 
the Mundial Filmes have been run- 
ning for the last nine years. Man- 
ager Simoes de Sousa claims that 
in the last seven years the company 
has lost about $60,000 because of 
the compulsory legit seasons which 
the theatres were compelled to run 
in order to get the permission to 
use them also as cinemas. 


PICKLES’ “GAY DOG’ MAY 
WAG A WHILE IN LONDON 


London, June 17. 

“Gay Dog,” which opened at the 
Piccadilly June 11, stars Wilfred 
Pickles, radio personality, in his 
West End legit debut. It is a dis- 
armingly naive domestic comedy 
which may have a long run on the 
star’s popularity. It’s being pre- 
sented by H. M. Tennent with a 
good supporting cast, headed by 
Megs Jenkins. 

Comedy is an undistinguished 
bit of writing, but apparently is 
adequate for the yarn. 


London Film Total Loss 
$2,677,000 for 1950-51 


London, June 10. 

An accumulated loss of $2,- 
677,000 is shown in the latest avail- 
able balance sheet for London Film 
Productions. Figures are for the 
| period of 1950-51. As the company 
is a private one, the accounts are 
not circulated in the normal way. 

Of the total deficit, $1,112,000 is 
accounted for by provision against 
diminution in value of trade invest- 
ments. This, it is understood, rep- 
resents the writing off of almost 
the total original cost of the com- 
pany’s investment in British Lion 
Film Corp. Original cost of this 
holding was $1,289,000. Its stock 
exchange value last year was 
$219,000. 

According to a statement of ac- 
| counts, gross arrears of dividends 
|} on preference and ordinary stock 
amounts to $961,000. After provi- 
sion for taxation the company 
showed a loss of $30,203. In the 
previous year, there was a profit of 
$24,514. 














Dymytryk to Israel on Pic 
Tel-Aviv, June 10. 
Edward Dymytryk, Hollywood 





bility of importing two complete) trip from New York for the con- , director, has arrived here to pre- 


English units for fall and early 
next year. During his six-week 
stay he expects to book plenty of 
talent for London niteries for next 


| vention are Harry Kosiner, Her- 
;}man J. Golden and Lawrence H. 
| Lipskin. After the convention, they 
left for Rome to attend European 
iconfabs there. “eo tliy 


pare the production of Stanley 
| Kramer's “The Juggler” in Israel. 

The film will star Kirk Doug!as 
while the screenplay is by Michael 
\ Blankfort, ., .. +5 rs 
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Portugal Distribs Worrying Over qi “ 
High Cost of Handling Yank Pix 
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Upped Scale Enables Brit. Cinemas 
To Gross $8,722,000 More Than 1950 


y% 


London, June 17. + 








hough boxoffice grosses dip- . 5 . 
ve the fourth quarter of 1951, Quits Aussie Equity 
Fre overall total for the bed 2 | 
showed an improvement over - 3 4 Alleging Commie Setup 
This was revealed in an official | e 
‘aryey published by the Board of | Sydney, June 10. | 
~ sd in its official journal last; Gene Detroy, owner of the Mar- 
+ ge (14). Cinemas through-| quis animal act currently appear- 
Se Cachet Britain grossed a total|ing at the Royal here in David N. | 
oul 203 228 800, an advance of) Martin’s “Peep Show” revue, cre- | 
of ost aas weet the previous year’s | ated a stir in local show biz circles | 
sng Final quarter of 1951 by resigning from membership of | 


$294,506 ,800. 


arnings were $75,922,000 com- | Australian Actors Equity on alle-| 
oie “with $78,150,800 in corre-| gation that the setup was Red- 
sponding period of previous year | minded. 


The improved 1951 total was due| Detroy claimed that a nine-page 
mainly to a general increase in ad- | booklet published by Equity con- 
mission prices as the total num-|tained no less than five pages of | 
ber of admissions had dropped by | political matter. “Also, that Equity | 
22%. In 1951, the number of | devoted too much time to political 
paid admissions was 1,365,036,000 | plays rather than aiding the actor 
compared with 1,395,828,000. In 
most regions throughout the coun- 
try the decline in paid admissions In the absence of secretary Hal 
was general, but in the northern, | Alexander on annual vacation, his 
eastern and southern areas the | assistant, Bob Alexander, declared 


land late this month. 




















number showed slight improve-|that “Detroy’s allegations are un- 
ment over the previous year. | founded. Our reply speaks for it- 

The fourth quarter net takings self.” Last-named refers to letter 
decreased from approximately | sent Detroy taking up various 
$49,000,000 to $47,250,000 and the | points to prove Equity isn’t radi- 
proportion paid for film hire at | cal. 

344% was the Ree once 
since the Board of Trade began its | ° . * ° 
since th 'Mex City Closes Tivoli, 

For 1951, payments to the Eady | 
fund and to the Treasury for en-| op Vaude-Revue House, 
tertainments duty — to ap- Til Sh | Ge i od 
proximately $111,000,000, an in- 
crease of nearly $6,000,000 over I OW S poilo 
1950. Net, Sots om, at Mexico City, June 10. 
around $190,000,000, showed an im- City government here got tough 
provement of 1.4%. Amount re-| in its drive to clean up vaude-revue 
tained by exhibs at approximately | theatres by closing a top house, the 
$121,000,000 was 1.7% up on the | Teatro Tivoli, because of alleged- 
previous year. flagrant presentations of peelers, 

Prod. Setup Slightly Better exotic dancers, blue comics and 

Report reveals a slight improve-/ general offcolor material. Mayor 
ment in the British production/ Fernando Casas Aleman ordered 
scene. Total number of techni-|the closure upon recommendation 
_— prey the first quarter | of Luis Spota, chief of the city gov- 
of 1952 at I, was an improve-| ernment’s amusements department. 
ment of 166 over the last quarter) Tivoli impresarios and employees 
of 1951. More construction, main-| plus some effected performers 
tenance and administrative staff made Spota the target of scatching 
also were employed. At the end / criticism in placards all over the 
able studio floor space was idle, | tyrant and a dictator, and his resig- 
compared with 41% at the end of | nation was demanded. - Spota an- 
last*year. i eeal 

a nounced that he won't resign. 

The number of first features on | When Tivoli Breton prom- 
the floor at the end of the quarter ised to clean up shows and con- 
was 10 which is double the figure tinue them clean, Mayor Casas Ale- 
for the previous three months. | man okayed theatre’s reopening 
There were other films off the} on June 7. House played to still 
floor, and a further 15 had been bigger biz on réopening. Closure 
completed but not yet trade shown. was unanimously approved by 

vaude-revue crix. ‘One remarked 

ais > “those who call performances at 
Opposition to Filming the Tivoli just like Paris have 
° ° never been in Paris. There, this 

Coronation Hinted But kind of entertainment is perhaps 

+ risque, but it is always in good 

37 May Act as Precedent | taste. ’ Performances at the Tivoli 

L utterly lacked good taste of any 
é ondon, June 17. | kind. It is gratifying that the city 

There is a possibility that Brit-| government has at last acted to 
ish and foreign film units may en-| stop that sort of thing.” 
counter difficulties in filming next 
year’s coronation of Queen Eliza- 
bin ‘riwt ht of any ouble was |2D WEST BERLIN FILM 

ven by rd Strabolgi when ‘ ’ 
Speaking at the luncheon in honor 
of Jack L. Warner. Warner had FEST TEES WITH ‘WELL 
ig reer Bag the event was to Berlin, June 17. 

ensed in Warnercolor. ; | West -Berlir’s second’ annual 

Subsequently, Lord Strabolgi| Film Festival preemed last Thurs- 
told Variety that there was oppo- | day (12) with the screening of “The 
sition to the filming of the corona-| Well,” United Artist release. There 
tion in certain quarters, and there | are 26 feature pix, representing 
Were also some religious objec-| 19 countries and including some 
tions. He felt, however, that the | films that won prizes at the Cannes 
modern trend would prevail, but 4nd Venice film meets, entered in 
the main trouble w : |the festival this year. Any film 

rouble would be to get : ; aa 
ste vantage points for the,| that is new to Germany is eligible 
neras, 


n | to compete. 

mi coronation of George VI in| The lone prize to be officially 
37 was the first occasion on awarded went to “Heart of the 
which cameras were permitted in-| World,” this being the oni O. 
a ta westminster “Abbey, but one | — — for wg . oi 
Tf flog an eeemes were prohibited. | eee ee oe eee.) wane enomeated 
{ film units encounter serious ob- | the abortive peace move sponsore 
Jections, it is likely that Lord Stra- >Y Bertha Suttner before the start 


Welles Winding Last 10 


in general. Detroy returns to Eng- |, 


t b I 7 * 
3d Man’ Transcriptions 
Paris, June 17. 

Orson Welles is canning the last 
10 half-hour transcriptions of “The 
Harry Lime Show” here scheduled 
for English and U.S. radio. Major 
part of the series was made in 
London. Harry Towers is produc- 
ing, with Welles and Towers doing 
the scripting. Anton Karas is doing 
the background zithering with 
Hilda Simms, Jacqueline Porel, 
Dick Angarola and Frederic 
O’Brady completing the cast. | 
Casting switcheroo has  been| 
done here with Jacqueline Porel, a} 
French actress, playing an Ameri-| 
can girl, and Hilda Simms, Ameri- |! 
can thesp, playing a French girl. 


Mull 55 Quota 
Default Trials 


London, June 17. 

There were at least 55 potential 
eases for prosecution on quota de- 
fault for first features in the quota 
year 1950-51, and Board of Trade 
prexy Peter Thorneycroft stated in 
the House of Commons that he was 
now considering what action 
should be taken. Statement was 
made in reply to a group of ques- 
tions by Labor M. P. T. S. Swing- 
ler, who has quizzed the govern- 
ment on this subject for the last 
few months. 

Thorneycroft said 105 cases of 
first feature defaults had been ex- 
amined by the Films Council and 
it had advised him that exemp- 
tion under the protection clause of 
the 1948 Films Act could not be 
extended to 55 cases. 

He added that investigations into 
supporting defaults were now pro- 
ceeding but he declined to make 
further comment, even though 
pressed to organize a speed-up in 
the matter. He also bypassed the 
suggestion that he should “look 
éarefully” into the Film Council’s 
recommendations “in view of the 
fact that the most notorious de- 
faulters are represented on this 
Council and are sitting in judg- 
ment on themselves.” 

Woodrow Wyatt was told by 
Thorneycroft to give proper notice 








by the Empire, Leicester Square, a 
theatre “which had shown only 
one British film during the past 
two years.” 


COLD, RAIN SLOUGHING 
OZONERS IN GREECE 


Athens, June 10. 
With cold and rain prevailing 





when he raised again the default | 


Opposition to Better Break for U.S. 
Distribs Grows as Pact Talks Near 





Leeds Exhibs to Fight 
Distrib Sales to TV 


Leeds, June 10. 

Cinema exhibs here have de- 
clared war on TV. Leeds branch 
of the Cinematograph Exhibs Assn. 
has recommended a boycott of film 
distributors who handled a film re- 
leased to television. They want 
all exhibs to discontinue trading 
with distribs who allow their pix 
to be televised. 

Jack Prendergast, northern Eng- 
land exhib, said it was not. suffi- 
cient just to refuse to book films | 
that had been televised. They | 
must also refuse to do biz with the 
companies which allowed their 
films to go on TV. They should 
make it clear to the British Broad- 
casting Corp. that they were not to 
use for TV films any pix that Were | 
made for the cinemas. He warned 
against the seriousness of the film 
trade letting go of its cinema in- 
terests to TV. 

Other exhibs demanded 100% 
opposition to tele, and said they | 
should fight it from all angles. 
Without the pix industry and its 
films, television would “go broke,”’ 
they claimed. 


British Banking 
Bids for Control 





London, June 17. 


entire K-P interests. 

Understood that Cornwall 
day (16) submitted a formal offer 
to buy the entire 6,000 ordinary 
shares for $294,000. Shares have 
a par value of $2.80, but because 
privately held are not quoted on 
the stock exchange. Capital setup 
also includes 80,000 preferred 
shares at $2.80, which currently 
are quoted at par, but for which 
no bid is being made. 

Associated with Cornwall in the 
deal is Clifford Whitley. He ex- 
pects to sail for the U. S. in Au- 
gust. 

Whitley formerly operated the 
old Metropole Hotel, first cabaret | 











here for the last month, all open- 
air cinemas suffered badly at the | 
boxoffice. All theatres in Greece | 
close their doors at the end of | 
May because none is air-condi- | 
tioned. 
operate during summer _ season | 
through to the end of October. 

There are about 100 open-air | 
houses or ozoners in Athens, 
Piraeus and the suburbs with an- 
other 150 in other cities. These 
show three different programs, do- 
ing unusually well and with Sun- 
days drawing lines. Only five of 
them are first-runs. Others show | 
films released during the previous 
winter season. 

The exceptionally hot weather in 
April caused an early shuttering of 
all winter cinemas and launching 
of the ozoners ahead of schedule. | 
However, the bad weather during | 
the past month hardly made the | 
earlier start profitable. 


Nicholas Bros. Sock In 





here, and brought over Sophie | 
Tucker from America, among) 
others. Newcomers intend to con- 


centrate on helping finance Ameri- | 
can producers here in presenting | 
Broadway hits in the West End. | 
The active part of the business will | 


Instead, open air theatres | be in the hands of Whitley, with | 


Cornwall in the background as 


| financial man. 


Ordinary stock is held exclusive- 
ly by relatives and friends of the 
late Herbert Smith, former K-P 
boss, whose son, Campbell Wil- 
liams, now is in control. 


LUCERNE MUSIC-LEGIT 
FEST SET FOR AUGUST 


Zurich, June 10. 

This year’s Lucerne Festival has 
just been set for Aug. 9-31. It will 
include six symphony concerts with 
maestros John Barbirolli, Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler, Herbert von Kara- 
jan, Andre Cluytens and Eugene 
Ormandy, and soloists Clara Haskil, 
Wolfgang Schneiderhan, Robert 
Casadesus, Kirsten Flagstad, Isaac 








Mex TV, Vaude, Nitery 





bolgi will raise the m i 'of the first World War. Major- 
‘ at 4 : 

House of Lords. oe ee retype C. F. C. Coleman awarded 

this prize. 








Priest Nixes Legit ‘Priest | were William Holden, Brenda Mar- 
Dublin, June 10. | shall and Billy Wilder. 

op eooking of Abbey Hall in Ros-, 
~ %. ounty Tipperary, by Irish 
hey net the touring outfit headed 
b hee Louis D’Alton, was nixed | 
por Na al priest, Rev. Thomas Daffy. | to 
|. 0 administers premises, when he 
‘ecard the company had skedded 
Peration of “A Priest in the 
hes, This play by Kieran Tun- 
and John Synge, preemed in 
-Ondon few months back but has 
not been staged in Dublin. 

Father Daffy refused to discuss 
“non the production, (' 4! 





Group 3 Shoots in Scotland 
Applecross, W. Scotland, June 10. 
A film unit from London is se 

start location 
early this month on new Group 3 
film, “Laxdale Hall,” based on an 
Eric Linklater novel. 

Scots players in cast are Andrew 
,Keir, Eric Woodburn, Jameson 
| Clark and Jack Stewart. Pic will 
have six weeks of outdoor lensing 
before studio work at Southall, 
, Middlesex. Piers CRS 


| 


Mexico City, June 10. 
Nicholas Bros. act is a triple 
|smash here. The dance team is 


Among the guests opening day | continuing to sell out at the Teatro cojoists 


|Margo where they opened, They 
are equally big at the Rumba Ca- 
|sino, swanky nitery where Jose- 
| phine Baker opened in March. And 
{now the pair is clicking on TV, a 


t | special Sunday show, top spot in | theatre. 
shooting here the revue Miguel Aleman, Jr., the | gej's “Partage de Midi,” written in 


president’s son, presents on station 
XEWTV. 

The three spots reportedly gross 
ithe team $2.500 weekly. 


! 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 14 
q BOhiite 








| 





Stern and Solomon. Also skedded 
'are several concerts of chamber 
| music, as well as two performances 
‘of Handel’s “The Messiah,” con- 
ducted by Robert F. Denzler, with 
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf. 
Lore Fischer, Ernst Haefliger and 
Josef Greindl. 

Also included in the _ festival 
will be; as usual, four legit per- 
|formances at the Lucerne Stadt- 
Play will be Paul Clau- 


1906. It will be directed by Albert 
| Wiesner, assisted by Max Werme- 
| linger, with sets by Andre Perrot- 
tet-van Laban. It will star Agnes 
| Fink, Will Quadflieg, Paul Hoff- 
mann and Curd Juergens. Play 


presented at last year’s festival was 
Tennessee Williams’ “Glass Menag- , Japan. 


>t i 
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|lar reserves had been 


headed by Ronald Cornwall, is| 
bidding .for control of Keith-| 
Prowse, biggest British ticket | 
brokers, whose organization  in- 


cludes music interests with a valu- | 
able catalog. Deal will include the | 


Mon- | 


London, .June 17. 

As the date for the forthcoming 
Anglo-American monetary talks 
draws nearer, the prospects“of an 
improved pact for the U. S. be- 
come more remote. Political pres- 
sure oppesing the virtual free 
spending of dollars on films its 
hardening, while Britain’s internal 
financial situation is becoming in- 
creasingly critical. 

After an early improvement, 
when the Conservative .Govern- 
ment first came to power, the value 
of sterling in the world finance 
markets is weakening. Agitation to 
free the pound and permit unré- 
stricted convertibility into dollars, 
now being advocated, has to be re- 
sisted by the government. 

Gold and dollar reserves have 
dropped drastically. Boyd-Carpen- 


ter, financial secretary to the 
Treasury, said that cyrrent re- 
serves of $1,680,000,000 repre- 
sented the total cost of British 
'imports for about eight weeks. Be- 
fore the war, Britain’s reserves 
were adequate to cover imports 


for at least eight months. 

By March 31 last, gold and dol- 
halved in 
|six months and since then more 
| than $140,000,000 in gold had been 
paid to the European Payments 
| Union. In addition there had been 
heavy payments to Canada for 


| wheat and timber. 


With the new cuts imposed on 
|importation of food and fruit to 
supplement the basic rations being 
| stringently observed, there will in- 
evitably be a strong political cam- 


Of Keith-Prowse paign to limit Britain's dollar pay- 


ments to Hollywood. The 1947-48 
iery of “Bacon Vs. Bogart” will be 


} 


London City financing group, | raised again, particularly by Left 


Wingers in the Labor movement 
who are supporting the leftist trade 
union campaign that imports 
should be cut and a quota imposed 
on foreign imports. And that final- 
ly the gap should be filled by in- 
| creasing the British film quota. 
There is, of course, no sign that 
the campaign will extend to a 
repetition of the Dalton ad valor- 
em duty, but the anti-Hollywood 
elements in Parliament and in the 
unions are stirring up agitation in 
the public and political spheres. 


They are even contemplating a 
mass demonstration in Trafalgar 
Square. 





U.S. Traveling Theatre 
Onens 2d Year of Free 
Army Shows in Austria 


Vienna, June 10. 
The U. S. Information Service 
(State Department) Traveling The- 
atre has embarked on its sec- 
ond season of free shows through- 


|out western occupied provinces of 


Austria. Traveling by bus, truck 
;and jeep the group, which includes 
132 people, is slated for 125 per- 
formances in 601 days in 58 towns 
|and villages, many of which 
|have never see legit productions. 
| Three plays and a marionette show 
,are on this year’s repertoire. 

Plays include a new script, “The 
| Road to Cavarcere,” by 29-year-old 
Austrian Harald Zusanek which re- 
|cently won an American sponsored 
newspaper contest for new scripts. 
| This will be directed by Ernest 
Hauesserman, USIS theatre offi- 
cer, with Max Reinhardt’s widow, 
Helene Thimig, in the lead. “Sis- 
|ter Eileen” and Gian-Carlo Menot- 
| ti’s “The Telephone” complete the 
live show roster. 

The puppet show is “Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer,” with members of 
the acting troupe doubling as ma- 
nipulators. Last year’s bill, re- 
ceived with considerable success, 
consisted of “Our Town” and 
“Voice of the Turtle.” 

In addition to Miss Thimig the 
trouple includes Geradine Katt, 
Philip Zeska, Martin Costa and 
Doris Kirchner. 





Brit. Magico in Japan 
Tokyo, June 10. 

Cavalcade of Mystery, magic 
show headed by The Great Lyle, 
British magico, opens Japan tour 
at Ernie Pyle Theatre here this 
month. Fifteen-act show comes to 
Japan from Hong Kong and 
Manila. 

“Cavalcade” was booked by U.S. 
Army Special Services. Show will 
play at other Army installations in 

and possibly Korea and 
' Okinawa. ott 












VARIETY Wednesday, June 18, 1952 


ucm. LVANHOE 


The Picture Selected as No. 1 by exhibitors representing 10,000 








theatres at M-G-M’s “Seeing Is Believing Meeting in California! 


IT WITH AUD 








ALBANY 
ATLANTA 
BOSTON 
BUFFALO 
CHARLOTTE 
CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
DALLAS 
DENVER 
DES MOINES 
DETROIT 
INDIANAPOLIS 
JACKSONVILLE 
KANSAS CITY 
“LOS ANGELES 
MEMPHIS 
MILWAUKEE 
MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW HAVEN 
NEW ORLEANS 
NEW YORK 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


OMAHA 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
PORTLAND 

ST. LOUIS 

SALT LAKE CITY 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SEATTLE 
WASHINGTON 


THEATRE ADDRESS 


Delaware 290 Delaware Ave. 

Garden Hills 2835 Peachtree Rd. N.E. 

Fine Arts Norway Street 

Shea's Elmwood 539 Elmwood Avenue 

Plaza 1610 Central Avenue 

Adelphi 7074 N. Clark Street 

Guild 782E. McMillan (Peebles Corner) 

Heights Euclid Hgts. Blvd. & Coventry Rd. 
(Previously Tradeshown) 

Federal 3830 Federal Bivd. 

Uptown 4115 University Avenue 

Globe 3520 Grand River-Avenvue 

Uptown 4215 College Avenue 

San Marco San Marco Boulevard 

Vogue 3444 Broadway 


“Four Star 5112 Wilshire Boulevard 


Hollywood 2469 Chelsea Avenue 
Century 2342 North Third Street 
Granada 3022 Hennepin Ave. South 
Loew-Poli Bijou Church Street 

Imperial 814 N. Hagan Avenue 
Loew's Lexington 571 Lexington Avenue 
Will Rogers 4322 North Western 
Dundee 4952 Dodge Street 

M-G-M Sc. Rm. 1233 Summer Street 
Shadyside 5520 Walnut Street 

30th Ave. 30th and Alberta 

Apollo 323 De Balivere 

Southeast 2121 South Eleventh East 
El Presidie 2340 Chestnut Street 

Green Lake 7107 Weediawn Avenue 
Apex 4813 Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 


* Admission by ticket only at Les Angeles. 


DATE . HOUR 


8:30 P.M. 
8:33 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 


8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30:-P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
2:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
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VARIETY SAYS: “In the same 


avish class as ‘Quo Vadis’. Big 
scale Technicolor box-office 
f natural that cannot miss.” 














INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY. 


@ St. Martin‘’s 


* 
“VARIETY’S' LONDON OFFICE 
Place, 


Trafeigar Square 








2 Defmition Systems, Costly Sets 
Keep French TV From Expanding 


London, June 10. 

There are 30,000 television sets 
in France with virtually all of them 
in the Paris area, although there 
is a handful in Lille, which has the 
only link with Paris to date. There 
are plans for the gradual network 
linking of Paris, Lille, Strasbourg, 
Marseille, Nice, Toulouse and Bor- 
deaux, but that is far in the offing. 
TV comes under the federal Radio- 
Television Francaise. 

The basis of the transmission is 
located at Rue Cognac-Jay which 
houses the only two live video sta- 
tions here. These are relayed to 
the transmitter atop the Eiffel 
Tower for transmission. There are 
also mobile units for sports, special 
events and man-in-street programs. 
The present setup on the reception 
lines was set at 819 in 1949. How- 
ever, the 441 line sets were not de- 
clared obsolete and there is still 
transmission in both definitions. 
The 441 line sets are expected to 
be all replaced by January, 1958, 
which will then put France on the 
819 basis. There are still difficul- 
ties to be ironed out in setting re- 
lays with other countries that have 
conflicting definitions. England has 
405 lines, Belgium 819, Denmark 
625. Luxembourg 625 and Holland 
625. 


Of the two studios at Cognac- 


Jay, one is equipped for 441 trans- | 
mission only and the other for 441 | 


and 819 transmission. There are 
only two cameras in use here which 


cuts down on pacing, movements | 


and deft changeovers. Most live 
programs are still on an experi- 
mental level with technical per- 
fection a long ways off. The mobile 
units transmit directly to the Eiffel 
Tower, from where 
transmitted for home sets. A daily 
newsreel is made every day on 16m 
film, and then rapidly edited to be 
shown on film the same day. 

TV is still a great public curi- 
osity here, but prices of sets are 
still too high, being way beyond 
the means of the average family. 
The difficulty of the two-line sys- 
tem also is keeping many from 
buying. 
shown here at various theatres but 
always passed as a scientific curios- 
ity rather than a commercial asset. 
There are only a handful of bars 
that have TV, with the Frenchman 
more prone to use his cafe time 
for palaver rather than looking 
at video. 


Carol Reed Ist Brit. Pix 
Director to Be Knighted 


London, June 10. 

By receiving the accolate in the 
Queen's first birthday honors list 
published in London last Thursday 
(5) to commemorate her official 
birthday, Carol Reed becomes the 
first British film director to re- 
ceive a knighthood. The honor was 
one of several collected by show 
biz personalities. 

Michael Redgrave currently star- 
ring in “Winter Journey,” Clifford 
Odets’ play which ran on Broad- 
way as “Country Girl,” is made a 
Commander of the British Empire. 
Castleton Knight, producer of 
Gaumont British and Universal 
newsreels and William Slesser of 
the Colonial Film Unit, both re- 
ceived the Order of the British Em- 
pire. 

Leslie Knopp, technical adviser 
of Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Assn. 
was made a Member of the British 
Empire. H. Bruce Wolfe, former 
topper of Gaumont British Instruc- 
tional Films who retired from ac- 
tive production recently, also re- 
ceived the honor of OBE. John An- 
thony Quayle, director of Strat- 
ford-on-Avon Memorial Theatre. 
also received the OBE as did Paul 
Beard and Ian Whyte for their 
services to music. 








Flynn Can’t Make Palladium 


London, June 17. 

Errol Flynn, who arrived in Lon- 
don last week to take up his star- 
ring role in the WB British pro- 
duction of ‘Master of Ballantrae,” 
has abandoned his projected Pal- 
ladium stint. It was set for early 
September with his wife Patrice 
Wymore. 

Because of the extended lensing 
schedule, Flynn is unable to fit this 
into his existing commitments. He 
hopes it may be possible for them 
to fix a firm date at the Palladium 
next season. é , 


they are re-| 


Large screen TV has been | 
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Claims Only 2 of 17 
Brit. Pix Showed Profit 


Manchester, June 10. 


J. Dawson, vice prexy of the 
South Lancashire Cinema Exhibi- 
tors Assn., said here that his pub- 
ilic doesn’t want British pix. He 
|added he had played 17 British 
| films in the last quarter and had 





|lost $660. Only two of these had 
realized a profit. 
Another member, J. Killeya, 


prexy of the branch, said that one 
exhibitor had showed 23 British 
pix last year and lost more than 
$1,800. He had made a profit with 
six, and 60% of that was made 
by one pic, done in England by 
Americans. 


‘Brit. Shorts Get Slow 
| Handclap Protests Vs. 
Dull Pix in Scot Houses 


Glasgow, June 10. 
Audiences in some Scot cinemas 
| are giving the slow handclap treat- 
|ment to certain British short pix 
and lesser films. This derisive 
|mitting is worrying exhibitors. 
George Gilchrist, eastern Scotland 








|exhib, reported the matter to the 
Scottish branch of the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn. of Great 
| Britain here, adding: ‘We would 
| prefer if people walked out rather 
'than do this.” 
| Exhibs complained of British 
quota regulations and of having to 
take British films which were of 
'no interest to patrons. They said 
|they wanted to show local product 
| which the average man will look at. 
Meanwhile, in London, William 
MacQuitty, British film prodgcer, 
complained that cinema audiences 
are not sufficiently demonstrative. 
A producer’s job would be easier, 
he said, if they would clap their 
approval like legit theatre audi- 
|ences or at least give their opinion 
|of the film to the cinema manager. 








Govt. Suspends Exotic 


Dancers in Mex City 
Mexico City, June 10. 

Performing permits in local 
|theatres and niteries for foreign 
exotic dancers have been sus- 
| pended by the Ministry of the In- 
| terior, which indicates that it is re- 
considering whether or not to al- 
|low these near-naked hoofers to 
| work in Mexico. Ministry is irked 
|because affected exotics when 
granted work permits described 
themselves as “artists.” Then the 
Ministry inspectors discover they 
; are mere exhibitionists au naturel. 
| Toppers thus affected are Estela 
|Maria, Argentinian; Isidora del 
|Carmen (Dorothy Artete), Chilean; 
| and Emmy Tourret, Anna Fougure 
| and Eloise Pulido, French. La 
| Pulido, the Ministry announced, 
|; was deported because she alleged- 
ly sought Mexican citizenship by 
trying to marry a Mexican. 


London Film Notes 


London, June 10. 
Ben Shipman, Laurel and 
Hardy’s lawyer, planed here to 
| discuss with Michael Balcon terms 
'for picture he wants L & H to star 
in, with film to be made at Ealing 
Studios. Shipman will also final- 
ize deal for Hollywood film stars 
to play in London Palladium 
Christmas pantomime, “Dick Whit- 
tington,” for Val Parnell .. . Wil- 
\liam Keighley here to direct “The 
|Master of Ballantrae’ for ABPC 
|which goes into production June 
25, with Moira Lister being dick- 
|ered for one of the leads. 

Karel Stepanek, back from Hol- 
lywood after nine months, already 
| has three offers to play films here. 
They are Robert and William Wy- 
iler’s “Roman Holiday,” for Para- 
mount; “Never Let Me Go,” the 
Clark Gable starrer for Metro, 
,and 20th-Fox’s “His Majesty 
O'Keefe,” which stars Burt Lan- 
caster .. . Monarch Films switch- 
'ing its “Hindle Wakes” film from 
Manchester film studio to Merton 
Park. Pic goes into production 
June 16 with Lisa Daniely starred 
. .. it is skedded to take seven 
weeks .. . Claude Rains having 
,completed Raymond Stross’s pic- 
ture, “Man Who Watched the 
Trains Go By,” made in association 
with the Hyams Bros., planed to 
EN. Y. June 8 to appear in. FV- 











} least $18,200,000. 





Globetrotters Gross Over 
$17,000 on Paris Date 


Paris, June 17. 


On the second leg of their round- 
the-world tour, the Harlem Globe- 
trotters, Negro  basketballteers, 
racked up more than $17,000 (six 
million francs) at the Palais des 
Sports here June 13. 

Globetrotters opened tour June 
2 at Wembley Stadium, London, 
pulling in 8,600 payees for an $8,- 
600 gross. 


British Admission Tax 
Receipts in First 9 Mos. 
Short of Budget Hopes 


London, June 10. 


Receipts for admission tax for 
the first nine months of the 1951-52 
fiscal year are falling short of budg- 
et exceptions. Revenue collected 
by the Treasury up to April 30 last 
amounted to $84,456,000 as agdinst 
$77,800,000 in the previous year. 

When computing his revenue, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer last 
year estimated that income from 
the admission duty would rise by at 
It is estimated 
now that his forecast will be $6,- 
000,000 less than expected. 

Admission tax in March last 
yielded around $9,300,000, which 
was below the two previous years. 
April figure at more than $9,200, 
000 shows an advance over pre- 
vious years. 


ROSSELLINI, ZAVATTINI 
TEAM FOR NEXT FILM 


Rome, June 10. 


Director Roberto Rossellini and 
Cesare Zavattini, screen writer, are 
currently huddling on the story for 
the next Rossellini opus, “My 
Italy,” intended to be started late 
this-summer. Zavattini formerly 
was associated with Vittorio De- 
Sica as writer and scenarist on 
such DeSica films as “Miracle in 
Milan” and “Bicycle Thief.” 

Rossellini intends to tell the 
story of present-day Italy in some- 
what the same episodic manner 
“Paisan” gave the story of Italy in 
1945. The Italian director recent- 
ly finished cutting and dubbing 
“Europe 1951,” starring Ingrid 
Bergman and “Where Is Freedom,” 
with comic Toto. In the meantime, 
he has been supervising the direc- 
tion of a picture in Leghorn. 


Young U.S. Opera Troupe 
Catching Eye of Paris 


Paris, June 10. 

Newly organized Compagnie 
Lyrique opera troupe made an ex- 
cellent debut at Theatre Babylone 
on Paris’ left bank, with presenta- 
tion of two one-act operas, Kurt 
Weill’s “Down in the Valley” and 
Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “Amelia Goes 
to the Ball.” 

Troupe consists of 25 young 
Americans, organized by Victor 
Delafosse, to try their luck at opera 
in Europe. Patricia Brinton, Nina 
de Courson, Sadako Mitamura, 
Helen Bokina, Delafosse and Math- 
ias Polakovits turn in fine perform- 
ances both as actors and warblers. 

On June 19, the Lyriquers will 
present Menotti’s “Medium,” with 
Marie Powers in the part she cre- 
ated on Broadway. After that come 
three short operas by Darius Mil- 
haud, “The Abduction of Europa,” 
“Abandonment of Ariane” and 
“Deliverence of Theuses.” 

Compagnie will lay off for the 
summer months, reopening at a 
larger theatre if one is available, 
and then present “The Struggle of 
Tenacred” by Monteverdi, “Venus 
and Adonis” by John Blow, “Don 
Pasquale” by Donizetti and “The 
Devil and Daniel Webster” by 
Douglas Moore. 


Vet Scot Comic Retires at 57 

Glasgow, June 10. 
Dave Willis, Scotch comic, is to 
retire from show biz. Now 57, he 
will devote himself to running his 
hotel at Rothesay, popular Clyde 
coast resort. He owns the Bute 
Arms Hotel there. Willis rose from 
the tenements here to be one of 
the best-paid performers in Britain. 
He excels mainly as a clown and in 
miming. He has been dubbed the 
“Chaplin of the Scots comedians.” 
Following his medico’s advice, 
Willis has cancelled his current 
contracts for strawhat revue in 
Aberdeen as well as for pantomime 
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Italo, Gallic Legiters in Big Upbeat 4 
In Arg; Comedie Francaise Set 





Less Coin for Mex Pix 
From 2 Industry Banks 


Mexico City, June 10. 


Pic trade is getting much: less 
coin from its two banks, the May 
31 balance sheets show. Indus- 
try’s own bank, the semi-official 
Banco Nacional Cinematografico, 
announced loans, credits and dis- 
counts totaling $1,400,269 and $2,- 
100,000 worth of its bonds circu- 
lating. Credito Cinematografico, 
a specialized bank, reported loans, 
credits. and discounts totalling 
$583,689. 

The semi-official bank indicates 
that it will increase financing of 
producers, but only for those who 
make really good pix from. the 
standpoints of morality, art and 
boxoffice. 





India Censors Issue 
Yardstick of Morals 
To Keep Screen Clean 


Washington, June 17. 

Yardstick of proper morals fea- 
tures the new code just issued by 
the Central Board of Film Censors 
in India to govern exhibition of pix. 
Highlights of the code, as given 
by the U. S. Department of Com- 
meree film division, are: 

“No picture shall be certified for 
public exhibition which will lower 
the morals standards of those who 
see it. The sympathy of the audi- 
ence shall not be thrown on the 
side of crime, wrong-doing evil or 
sin. Correct standards of life, sub- 
ject only to the requirements of 
drama and entertainment, shall be 
presented. Law, natural or human, 
shall not be ridiculed, nor shall 
sympathy be created for its viola- 
tion. 

“In order that there shall be a 
uniform standard for determining 
whether a film is suitable or not 
for unrestricted public exhibition 
or for public exhibition restricted 
to adults, the Board prescribes a 
set of rules for the guidance of its 
committees, covering such subjects 
as crime and criminal acts, im- 
morality and vice, relations be- 
tween the sexes, exhibition of the 
human form, respect for religious, 
governmental and other public offi- 
cials and scenes that are likely to 
wound the susceptibilities of any 
nation or religion, or foment social 
unrest or discontent.” 


London Legit Bits 


London, June 10. 

The Lawrence Langers to Scot- 
land to see the Katharine Hepburn 
opening of “The Millionairess,” 
after which they go to Cardiff to 
catch the opening of “Oklahoma” 
there . .. Frances Rowe, who 
costarred with Maurice Evans in 
“Man and Superman” on Broad- 
way, to be featured in new play, 
“The Happy Marriage,” with Kay 
Hammond and John Clements, with 
latter also staging. Show opens in 
Leeds July 8, 

Rachael Gurney replacing Her- 
mione Hannen in Henry Sherek’s 
new play, “The Trap,” which comes 
to the Duke of York’s Theatre in 
early July after tryout in the prov- 
inces ... The Henry Casses have 
a baby daughter... Fortune Press 
to publish Robert Munro’s new 
farce, “Pardon My Claws”; Hugh 
Hastings’ “Inner Circle,” and 
Patrick Cargill’s “Cry in the 
Night” . . . Death reported from 
Paris of Bert Howell, aged 85, who 
was associated with Baud for many 
years as play and producer agent. 

Management of the Stratford 
Festival has closed deal with 
Michael Redgrave and Peggy Ash- 
croft to be their stars next year. 
Anthony Quayle resigned as prod- 
ucer and will be replaced by Glen 
Byam Shaw. 

Margaret Rutherford stars in 
Frank Baker’s new play, “Miss 
Hargreaves,” which reopens the 
Royal Court Theatre, Sloane 
Square, which has been taken over 
by Alfred Esdaile. It’s a members 
subscription club, trying out new 
plays. Show has a_ provincial 
tryout set, and comes to the Court 
July 29. If a hit, it will come to 
the West End .. . Former actress 
and music hall star Muriel George 
is writing her memoirs, titled “I 
Was a Folly”... Jehn Hanaw has 
acquired the Italian rights of the 





? _ Buenos Aires, June 10. 

The management of the Odeon 
Theatre here has completed ar- 
rangement for a two-week run of 
a French Comedie Francais legit 
company, opening there July 18, 
Advance seat sale already has 
started with a sellout in sight, al- 
though the cheapest seat is $12. 

There will be only about 12 per- 
formances, divided between 
matinee and evening shows. Plays 
scheduled are Moliere’s “Le Bour- 
geois Gentilhomme,” Beaumar- 
chais’ “Le Mariage de Figaro,” 
Bourdet’s “Les Temps Difficiles,” 
“La Reine Morte” by Monther- 
land, Salacrou’s “Les Fiances du 
Havre” and Alfred de Musset’s 
“On ne Saurait Penser a Tout.” 

French and Italian legit company 
visits are a tradition annually in 
Buenos Aires. In the past such fig- 
ures as Sarah Bernhardt. Eleonora 
Duse, La Rejanne, Andre Brule, 
Vera Sergine, Louis Jouvet and 
Jean-Louis Barrault have visited 
the city on these tours. Advance 
booking customarily sells out the 
theatres chosen before the arrival 
of the companies. The French 
legiters are especially popular with 
the carriage trade whereas the 
Italian thespers have a wider and 
more popular appeal. 

This year, French and Italian- 
speaking audiences here are also 
each being catered to by local 
French and Italian legit groups, 
comprising players who are resi- 
|dent here. The French group is 
known as Les Comediens de 
l’Etoile, directed by Roland Mar- 
tin. The players are headed by 
Madeleine Rigaud, with Denise La- 
fitte, Vincent Thomas, Floryan 
Michel, Jean Daubry and Maurice 
Jouvet. The shows produced so 
far include “Monsieur de Falin- 
dor” by Armand Verhylle and 
“Dans sa Candeur Naive” by Jac- 
ques Deval. 

The Italian group, Il Teatre 
Italiano della Citta di Buenos 
Aires, takes over the Empire Thea- 
tre on .the Monday “rest” nights 
while the French players use the 
Maipo Theatre. Because of the 
high rent demanded by theatre 
owners, the groups only just man- 
age to cover expenses although 
well supported by the French and 
Italian colonies, 


Legit business has tapered off 
slightly this winter, but is still 
very satisfactory. Narciso Ibanez 
Menta’s production of “F.B.” by 
Enrique Suarez de Deza, which was 
last year’s sensation, has just 
passed its 250th performance at 
the El Nacional. 

The management of the Na- 
cional de Cervantes, which is 
State-operated, is preparing a pro- 
duction of Shakespeare’s “As You 
Like It” which Luigi Mottura will 
direct from an adaptation by 
Xavier Boveda. Although the En- 
tertainment Board’s_ regulations, 
designed to protect local play- 
wrights, preclude any other legit 
company from opening with a 
translated play, these rules do not 
seem to apply to the State Thea- 
tre. In previous year the Nacional 
cast comprised all the best legit 
talent, but now its members are 
mostly recruited from film and ra- 
dio circles, having had relatively 
little experience on the stage. 














Brit. Overseas Troops 
To Get More Live Talent 


London, June 10. 

With a view to paving the way 
for improved entertainment facili- 
ties for British troops overseas, the 
War Secretary, Antony Head, has 
set up an Entertainment Advisory 
Committee, including toppers of all 
sections of show biz. 


On the new panel, S. E. Linnit 
will represent the Associated and 
West End Theatre Managers. David 
O’Gorman will speak for the Va- 
riety Artists Federation, and Perci- 
val M. Selby for the Theatre Man- 
agers Assn. Panel also includes Val 
- Parnell, Hugh Beaumont, Tom Ar- 
nold and Prince Littler. 





Mackenzie’s ‘Glen’ for Films 
Edinburgh, June 10. 
New film production group, Al- 
byn Films, plans to make its first 
feature pic this summer. It will 
be “Monarch of the Glen,” based 





|on Compton Mackenzie’s novel. 


English comedy, “The White Sheep| Before that, it will turn out & 
| documentary, “History of Tartan.” 


of the Family.” 
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~~ 31-City Rundown of Spending — 


down of a 
iepent poe listed by the U. S. Ce 


a. 
ee Number of 
City Theatres 

Baltimore -.«+++**: re 
Birmingham «-++++* sam 
Boston .---:*s°°°° 139 
Charlotte rer er. asi 
Chicago .--++++"9" oa 
Cincinnati .-+++++ oe 
Clev eland ..seeees $5 
Dallas se eeee ae 
Des Moines .+++++- — 
Detroit ..--+++eer can 
Houston .--++-er* 14 
Indianapolis «-+++++ 2 
Jackson\ 1 a eee? a 
Los AngeleS ..«eeee ve 
Memphis .-:+++e9s 168 
Miami. «+ -+eere" 68 
Milwaukee ..-+++++ 146 
Minneapolis .--+++++ 204 
New Orleans ...+-- 161 
New York ...-+e: 1,047 
Philadelphia ..-++-+ 401 
Phoenix ..---++++s 54 
Pittsburgh ....+++. i6 
Portland (Ore.) «++ 106 
Providence iste 4 
ochester ..++eeeee as 
- LouiS ...cccsee 194 
Salt Lake ....-+ee-s 61 
San Francisco 254 
Spokane ...--++++- 80 
Washington ...++.+- 111 
sig Spi a 6,240 


Totals 


nnual coin spent on filmgoing in 31 cities and ad- 


nsus of Business along with the- 


It dates back several years. 


._ Receipts 

Seats (Taxes included) 
112,710 $13,801,000 
69,649 6,466,000 
246,543 31,723,000 
69,408 6,338,000 
434,725 67,857,000 
102,140 11,167,000 
184,277 20,066,000 
114,202 10,845,000 
92,873 7,920,000 
248,253 43,196,000 
91,353 9,892,000 
78,642 9,005,000 
40,196 4,753,000 
359,561 54,247,000 
85,289 6,967,000 
56,195 9,517,000 
124,672 13,399,000 
115,321 11,325,000 
111,477 9,527,000 
1,198,372 200,904,000 
376,612 45,343,000 
32,4357 4,252,000 
186.664 20,753,000 
68,876 7,255,000 
91,739 11,221,000 
62,958 6,676,000 
153,017 15,406,000 
38,198 5,035,000 
242,862 36,340,000 
37,394 3,888;000 
86,216 15,922,000 
5,312,830 $721,006,000 








New Yorkers Spend 


200,904,000 


Every Year for Film Entertainment 


New Yorkers spend at the rate of + 
$200,904,000 annually for their film | 
entertainment at theatres. Chicago 
is next at $67,857,000. In show po- 
sition is Los Angeles, $54,247,000. 

N. Y.. Chi and L. A. top 31 
cities listed by the U. S. Census of 
Business, which supplies the num- 
ber of theatres in each, number of 
seats and yearly receipts, including 
various taxes. C. of B. dug the 
data for This Week, newspaper sup- | 
plement which is using it in a sales | 
presentation piece. 

While the figures, as in the case | 
of most census-taking, date back a| 
couple of seasons, the listings serve | 

| 





to mirror the relative importance 
of each area. Census covers each 
city plus its “retail trading zone,” 
that is. territory which immediate- 
ly surrounds it or the entire coun- 
ty. The 31 towns on the roster | 
have a total of 6,240 theatres, | 
which seat 5,312,830, and draw re-| 
ceipts of $721,006,000. 

Limiting the tabulations to the 
bounds of each city, excluding ad- 
jacent terrain, N. Y.’s five bor- 
oughs lead with 583 theatres, seat- 
ing 709,776 with yearly receipts at 
$138,040,000. Chi: 285 houses, 319,- 
901 seats, $53,123,000. L. A.: 212 
theatres, 199,618 seats, $31,153,000. 

(City by city totals are listed in 
adjoining box). 


‘RHAPSODY’ 1ST OF 3 PIX 
FOR CHAS. VIDOR AT PAR 


Director Charles Vidor’s first 
project when he returns to Holly- 
wood in August from a European 
jaum will be “Rhapsody,” first 
picture he will make under a three- 
picture deal with Paramount. Be- 
fore taking off for Europe Satur- 
day (14), he conferred with Ruth 
and Augustus Goetz, who authored 
the screenplay. 

Second project under his Par 
deal Will be a film based on an 
original yarn by James Michener. 
Third story property has not yet 
been selected. Exteriors for “Rhap- 
sody.” Vidor revealed, will be shot 
In Switverland and interiors in 
Hollywood The Michener film, he 
said, would be shot on location in 
the South Seas. Director also re- 
Ported that he had a one-pic ar- 
Tangement with Metro. 


gene Vidor’s plans is an indie 
: ort, the filmization of the Paul 
onner novel. “S.P.Q.R.,” which he 





intends to film in Italy and Eng- 
iy . 'c will be made in coopera- 
eal “ith an English outfit, he re- 
ae and as a consequence Vidor 
Sir ay ®t on the possibility with 


inalig eee Korda, who orig- 
hie. CUsht him to Hollywood as 
Would tent: _ Director said he 
in Lona '0 Robert E. Sherwood | 
the ondon about the latter doing | 
t B screenplay of “S.P.Q.R.” 

pletee = coming east, Vidor com- 
ig Hans Christian Andersen” 
at Samuel Goldwyn, 








SPG Lenses Lectures 


For College Pic Courses 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Screen Producers Guild goes 
educational next semester with a 
series of six lectures teaching col- 
legians how to make pictures. Deal 
was made by Samuel G. Engel with 
the Department of Cinema at the 
University of Southern California. 

Lecturers will be filmed for the 
USC library and other schools 
with cinematic courses. 


FILMITES IN SARANAC 
VISIT TO HOSPITAL 


Board of directors of the Will 
Rogers Hospital Fund, accompanied 
by some 50 industryites as guests, 
is scheduled to train to Saranac 





| Lake, N. Y., tomorrow night (19) 


to visit the ®ospital and weekend at 
Herman Robbins’ Hotel Al-Bur- 
Norm, at Schroon Lake, N. Y. High- 
light of the trip will be an unveil- 
ing of Jo Davidson’s statue of Will 
Rogers, which his estate is present- 
ing to the institution. 

Program calls for the group to 
inspect the hospital Friday morn- 
ing under guidance of Dr. George 
Wilson and his staff. Following a 
mid-year board meet, the unveiling 
will be held in the afternoon. Rep- 
resentatives of practically all film 
companies, circuits and tradepa- 
pers in the New York area will 
make the junket. They’re due to 
return to N. Y. Sunday night. 


Bendix Exits Par Pact 





Without Making Pic | 


Hollywood, June 17. 
William Bendix, who inked a one- 
pic pact with the studio about a 
year ago, exits Paramount within 


a few weeks without having been 


assigned to a film. 


He has about three years to go 
on a four-year pact at RKO, which 


carries an option for an additional | 


three years. 


Bally Helps ‘Bedroom C’ 


Kansas City, June 17. 

Exploitation attendant to preem 
of “Three for Bedroom C” has 
kicked the Warner release off to 
an auspicious start despite medi- 
ocre reviews. Personal appearance 
of Gloria Swanson here Thursday 
and Friday generally sparked the 
proceedings, with the Santa Fe 
Railroad helping the Paramount 
Theatre to carry the ball. 

Two-day program gathered more 
coverage by press and radio than 
has been customary here recently. 
Miss Swanson was _ interviewed 
generously by radio and rated 
three major stories in the usually 
reserved Star. 








Youngstein Maps 


Continued from page 7 Samm 


often are regarded as the trade’s 
stepchildren. 


“Before going into the validity 
of Reagan’s argument,” said 
Youngstein, “he was in the wrong 
direction right at the start. The 
(COMPO) meeting was called in 
part to achieve industry unity. His 
attack upon us under the circum- 
stances ‘was the sort of outburst 
which leads to disunity.” 

Blasts All Rappers 

The UA exec thereupon lam- 
basted all critics of the industry’s 
ad-pub men. “We're a hard-work- 
ing group eager to do a job, and 
with the same motives and objec- 
tives as any other branch,” Young- 
stein declared “Tirades against 
us, especially by actors and others 
not savvy to our problems, our ex- 
periences and the results which 
we achieve are basically unsound 
and can impair the whole indus- 
try’s welfare,” he stated. 

Youngstein continued: “As for 
lying in copy, we’re in a hoopla 
business and must operate in a 
hoopla way. If we talk in whispers 
the public won't listen, so we must 
shout. We don’t lie, as such, but 
we shade meanings sometimes. A 
picture whose _ characters are 
strictly on the sordid side, such as 
the filmization of James M. Cain’s 
“The Pestman Always Rings 
Twice,” just-can’t be sold that way. 
The public won’t come to see peo- 
ple on the skid row of morality, 
such as a pair of illicit lovers plot- 
ting the murder of the girl’s hus- 
band. 


“And the complaints against so- 
called sameness in layouts are off 
base. The typical ads today are 
no great departure from the typi- 
cal ads of 10 and 15 years ago, I 
admit. But they stimulated inter- 
est in films then, and still do. Cir- 
cus advertising hasn’t changed at 
all over the years. Even the same 
basic colors—red, black and yel- 
low—are used in the posters. And 
circus ballyhoo is the granddaddy 
of all ballyhcoo. 

“Other methods have been tried 
and scrapped. I know of some in- 
stances recently where classy and 
offbeat copy was inserted, and the 
theatre business was dismal. The 
whole campaign had to be changed 
to standard film stuff. 


“Also, I don’t see how our blurbs 
can be branded as lying more than 
those of any other industry. 
Chrysler insists it has the best car. 
The cosmetic lines don’t seem to 
pull any punches. Everybody 
boasts of having superior product. 
So why should we be quiet about 
our pictures? 


“As for the payoff, the big box- 
office pictures today wouldn't be 
nearly so great commercially if it 
weren't for great campaigns. Look 
at the job done on ‘Greatest Show 
on Earth.’ And ‘African Queen.’ 
And when we finished with the 
buildup on ‘Fabiola’ the picture 
took in over $1,000,000 in distribu- 
tion money. And that was a pic- 
ture lying around New York for 
three years begging for a dis- 
tributor to handle. We took it out 
of desperation.” 





Youngstein ‘Captains’ 


United Artists v.p. Max E. Young- 
stein’s expanding role in UA distri- 
bution matters was seen reflected 
this week in his appointment as 
“captain” of the distrib’s 25-week 
sales drive, which was launched 
Sunday (15). It’s billed as the “Bill 
Heineman Drive,” in honor of UA’s 
distribution v.p. 

In his drive role, Youngstein will 
| hold numerous meetings with per- 
sonnel at the various UA branches 
and generally beat the drums for 
more vigorous sales effort. He has 
been taking on more and more ad- 
ministrative and general distribu- 
tion assignments since he relin- 
quished the reins on the ad-pub 
department a few months ago. 
Francis Winikus succeeded Young- 
stein as ad-pub department head, 
stepping up from second in com- 
mand. 





Jersey Allied’s July 2 Meet 
Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey has set July 2 as the date 


in Asbury Park. 
Numerous prominent 





| area traditionally attend. . 


a) 


Small Indie Exhibs Map N.Y. Return 
Of Bingo, Etc., Despite Legal Question 


+ 
a 





Move is reportedly afoot to re- 
vive Bingo, Screeno, Banko and 
| other gimmicks employed to lure 
|customers to theatres during the 
| depression years. Supposedly pro- 


H. M. Warner Donates 
1,900 Shares to Charity 


~Sales Drive at UA’ 





Harry M.~ Warner, prexy of 
|Warner Bros., made a gift to 
| charity of 1,900 shares of the com- 
| pany’s stock, it’s disclosed in a re- 
port to the Securities Exchange 
Commission for May. 

| He retains 245,400 shares in his 
}own name and 16,000 in a trust 
of which he is beneficiary. 


Texas COMPOites 
Stir Up Plenty Of 
B.0. Optimism 





Easterners who have been hear- 
ing nothing but complaints about 
business conditions, and doing 
plenty of moaning themselves, re- 
lated that they listened to some | 
refreshingly upbeat conversation 
at last week’s Texas COMPO con-|! 
clave in Dallas. 

Phil Isley, circuit op and head 
of Allied Theatre Owners of Texas, 
told New Yorkers that his situa- 
tions are holding up nicely and, in 
anticipation of a strong future, | 
he’s expanding. Isley plans to 
erect four new conventional houses 
and one drive-in, he revealed. 

Robert J. O'Donnell, general 
manager of Interstate Theatres, 
also was bullish on the theatre out- 
look, it was relayed. O'Donnell 
observed that hundreds of new 
houses have been constructed in 
recent years and, of course, this 
cut the take for the older spots. 
But there's still sufficient revenue 
for exhibs, he said. 


MPIC MEETS ON FATE 
OF ‘LOYALTY BOARD’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Exec board huddle today ( Tues.) 
and Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil session tomorrow may 
mine fate of the proposed “loyal- 
ty board” initiated as a clearing 
house for industryites labeled sub- 
|versive. Results of meetings, at 
|which clarification of the board's 
aims and methods will be aired, | 
will be passed on to MPIC mem- 
bers for ratification. 

. Meanwhile, a majority of the 
Screen Writers Guild exec board 
frown on the proposed “loyalty 
board” despite MPIC exec secre- 
tary Art Arthur’s assurances that 
such a board would not be a court 
of judgment but simply a te 

| 
| 








ing house. Arthur emphasized he 
was speaking for himself, not for 
the MPIC. One SWG exec com- 
mented that “if Roy Brewer wants | 
to make a court of inquisition of | 
it, we don’t want any part of it.” | 
Brewer, IATSE rep here, has often 
lashed the industry for “not clean- | 
ing its own house” of Commu- | 
nists. 


SWG execs said the matter will 
be turned over to the full member- 
ship, since “this concerns the eco- 
nomic welfare of the membership.” 
If the MPIC comes through with a 
| clarification of its plan, SWG exec 
! board will attach its recommenda- 
\tions to a ballot given the mem- 
| bers. 

Screen Actors Guild members 
split over the plan, with Prexy Ron- 
'ald Reagan spearheading thie drive 
'for the “Loyalty Board.” Some 
|members are skeptical such a board 
,ean do any good in the long run, 
'while freelancers, worried about 
‘their position in the overall pic- 
‘ture, believe it would help them 
'since the studios are now policing 
|contracts but none is doing any- 
thing for the freelance thesps. 


‘Show’s’ 350G L.A. Take 


Los Angeles, Junel7. 
B. DeMille’s “The Great- 





| 








Cecil 





of 16 weeks each at the Downtown 
| Orpheum and Warners Beverly 
| theatres, the picture’s longest en- 
|gagement to date. The combined 


for its annual meeting and outing | gross was $350,000. 


| Film goes into general release 


distribu- | next month. Paramount is currently 
tion reps and exhibs in the eastern | considering a number of bids for 


regular fist .rups, ,, 


Jd @ S's ‘ 


deter- | 


| theatres going out 


est Show on Earth” wound up runs | 


| pounding the idea is a group of 


small, unaffiliated indie exhibs in 
New York City who operate nabe 
houses seating 600 or less. Be- 
cause of the questionable legality 
of the plan, exhibs wish to remain 
anonymous. 

These giveaways pulled many 
small exhibs through the depres- 
sion years, often boosting their 
take from 40 to 50%. In the light 
of the precarious condition these 
exhibs now find themselves due to 
the inroads of tele and other eco- 


{nomic factors, some of them feel 


that a revival of these coin come- 
ons might again be their salvation. 

Greatest stumbling block, how- 
ever, is the opposition of the N. Y. 
City License Department. It was 


| during the administration of the 


late Mayor LaGuardia that the Li- 
cense Department brought to ar 
end the giveaway gimmicks used 
by many theatres 

An attorney, who representec 
several indie theatreowners during 
the Bingo era, contends that there 
is no city law which prohibits run- 
ning of the games provided the 


| state law pertaining to lotteries is 


upheld. Method used to get around 
the state law was not to require the 
purchase of a ticket as a condition 
for taking part in the .contests. 


| Contestants could play, if they so 
| desired, free of charge if they re- 


mained in the lobbies or in the 
back of thé theatres.* Those that 
paid, of course, were entitled to 
see the picture. According to the 
attorney, who asked that his name 
be withheld, LaGuardia frowned 
on the entire practice and was able 
to use the city’s licensing power as 
a means for discontinuing the 
games. 


O’Dwyer Regime Warning 
An attempt, he said, was made 
during the O’Dwyer regime to ob- 


tain a new ruling, but the city 
fathers again warned the exhibs 


that they would be stopped if they 
tried to revive the games. A simi- 
lar appeal to the Impellitteri ad- 
ministration ,is reportedly being 
weighed. Exhibs are thinking of 
pointing out the current adverse biz 
situation and citing the number of 
of biz. Indies 
contemplating the move say they 
are currently operating at a 40°) 
deficit. Another argument they in- 
tend to use is that churches have 
been operating Bingo, charging ad- 
mission and for each game, for 
many years without harassment 
from city authorities. 





Showmen Point To 
Texas Unit as Key To 
Successful COMPO 


Regardless of what twists and 
turns are taken by the Council of 


Motion Picture Organizations, 
there will always be a Texas 
COMPO. That’s the impression 


which New Yorkers brought back 


| with them from the Dallas conven- 


tion sponsored by the Texas outfit 
ast week. Unit operates on its 
own, that is, beyond the framework 
of COMPO although its activties 
often are coordinated with the na- 
tional association. 

Showmen comprising the mem- 
bership of the Lone Star State 
outfit, including theatremen iden- 
tified with Allied States, Theatre 
Owners of America and distribu- 
tion reps in the area, are on the 
go constantly with a program of 
activities, necessitating the employ- 
ment of an organizational secre- 
tary. 

Their cooperative efforts include 
speaking engagements by promi- 
nent Texans in behalf of the in- 
dustry, joint institutional campaign 
v'1 newspapers, billboards, etc., 
continuing contact with legislators 
and inducement to exhib members 
themselves to keep their houses 
in good physical shape. As a re- 
sult of their enterprise, it’s evi- 
dent that a majority of newspapers 
in the state have been won over 
to the side of exhibition, being 
more inclined to pwhblish material 
which figures to contribute to the 


| welfare of the trade. 


Texas COMPO functions on iis 
own bankroll, with the exhib and 
distrib members alike contributing 
jto the operating fund. ..«.. . 
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Monroe in 


Dont 
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to Knock 


Richard 
Widmark 
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Monroe 


with Anne Bancroft - Donna Corcoran 
Jeanne Cagney « Lurene Tuttle 


PEA Produced by JULIAN BLAUSTEIN 
Directed by ROY BAKER 
Screen Play by DANIEL TARADASH 
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“Kettle” series. 


Arden. 


Film Council of America, which 


in Evanston, II. 


of Sumter, S. C. 


, 


Forsythe Woman’. 


tion.” 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Rather than risk an argument with Universal-International, editors 
at 20th-Fox eliminated the Hope Emerson-Walter Brennan sequence 
from “We're Not Married,” recently completed. \ 
and sounded too much like Marjorie Main and Percy Kilbride in the 
‘ Remaining episodes pair Fred Allen and Ginger 
Rogers, Marilyn Monroe and David Wayne, Louis Calhern and Zsa Zsa 
Gabor, Eddie Bracken and Mitzi Gaynor and Paul Douglas and Eve | 


Characters looked 





is sifting American entries to the 


Edinburgh and Venice Film Festivals, reportedly has had an “over- 
whelming response” from U. S. producers. 
have arrived at FCA for selection and forwarding. 
cidentally, recently moved its offices from Chicago to larger quarters | 
Switch was in line with expansion plans. 


Some 60 films’ are said to 
Organization, in- 


An apparent studio error in announcing last week that Greer Garson 
and Walter Pidgeon will work together for the sixth time in a forth- 
coming film at Metro was caught by Variety reader Michael Karvelas 
“If memory serves,” he writes, “these two stars have 
appeared together in eight pictures. 
Miss Garson and Pidgeon were teamed in ‘Julia Misbehaves’ and ‘That | 


In addition to the five listed... 





Appraisal of ozoners, pegged an integral part of U. S. life, is featured 
in the film section of Holiday mag’s July issue, “Travel, U.S.A.” 
an almost comical rural relative, drive-ins have become a potent force 
in the picture business,” states the mag. 
to America on the road they deserve special attention and examina- 


“From 


“In an issue devoted largely 











Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, June 17. 
David Brian obtained released 


from his Warners contract, which 
had three years and a half to go. 


Nigel Bruce will costar with Robert |, 


Stack in Arch Oboler’s three-di- | 
mensional picture, ‘The Lions of | 
Gulu” ... Robert Douglas joined 
the “Fair Wind to Java” cast at | 
Republic .. 
is new tag on “Treasure of the | 
Golden Condor” at 20th-Fox ... 
Same studio changed “I Don’t 
Care” back to its original title, 
“The I Don’t Care Girl” .. . Elliott 
Murphy’s Aquashow will be used 
in Jerry Wald’s forthcoming RKO 
musical, “All the Beautiful Girls.” 
. . . Rudy Ralston produces and 
Phil Ford directs the Rocky Lane 
oater, “Desperadoes’ Outpost” at 
Republic. 

_Frank Lovejoy will costar with 
Edmond O’Brien and William Tall- 
man in Warners’ “The Difference.” 

. Joe Newman replaced Otto 
Preminger as director on 20th- 
Fox’s “The Number,” with Premin- 
ger switching to RKO to direct 
“The Murder” ... Metro started 
three productions, “‘The Desperate 
Search,” “Small Town Girl’ and 
“Equilibrium,” third episode of 
“The Story of Three Loves”... 
Metro assigned John Gielgud as 
Cassius and Marlon Brando as 
Mark Antony in “Julius Caesar.” 

.. Paramount bought ‘“Angels’ 
Cooking,” a French play with a 
Devil’s Island background... 
Warners signed Andy Iona and his 
Polynesians for “Big Jim McLain.” 
... Warners assigned Louis Seiler 
to direct “The Cantor Story,” with 
Keefe Brasselle in the title role 
and Sidney Skolsky producing ... 
Jesse White plays the comedy lead 
in UI’s ‘“Roughshod” . . . Margaret 
Dumont drew a featured role in 
Warners’ “Stop, You're Killing 
Me” ... Phyllis Coates gets the 
femme lead opposite Whip Wilson 
in “Hired Guns” at Monogram... 
Arnold Moss plays a heavy in 
Columbia’s “Salome, the Dance of 
the Seven Veils” . . . Linda Chris- 
tian will costar with John Hodiak 
in “Battle Zone” for Allied Artists. 
... Hal Wallis signed Chester Clute 
for “Scared Stiff”... Fay Roope 
plays a father role in Columbia’s 

All Ashore,” starring Mickey 
Rooney. 
, John Hodiak will star in “Battle 
Zone” for Allied Artists, replacing 
Edmond O’Brien who had a prior 
commitment in RKO’s “Split Sec- 
ond” . . . Russell Hicks plays a 
colonel in  Monogram’s “Gun 
Smoke Range,” his 14th portrayal 
of an Army officer . . . Marlene 
Dietrich goes to England next fall 
to star in “The Widow” for John 
Nasht . . . Allied Artists signed 
Bill Williams to costar with Mark 
Stevens and Dorothy Malone in 
Down Periscope” . . . Lloyd Bacon 
1S reactivating “Over the High 
Soard Fence,” baseball yarn, for 
indie production with Mark Stevens 
as star... Henry Koster will direct 

My Cousin Rachel,” with Nun- 
ny Johnson producing, at 20th- 


I Torin Thatcher planed in from 
ondon for a top role in Edmund 
“Tainger’s “Blackbeard the Pirate” 
b+ RKO .. . Richard Thorpe will 
‘rect “The Girl Who Had Every- 
thing” at Metro. 


Columbia bought “Wood Hawk,” 


{mark will 


costar with Shelley 
Winters in “The Number” at 20th- 
Fox, with Jules Schermer produc- 
ing 





. “The Goldon Condor” |= 





Rivalry tale by Leo Katcher .. . 
‘rst picture for Dennis Morgan | 
under his revised contract at) 
Fo. ts is “Cattle Town,” a Bryan | 
°Y production , . . Richard Wid- ' 








Arbitration 
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States Assn., Theatre Owners of 
America, Metropolitan Motion Pic- 
ture Theatres Assn. and the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. 
They went into their first session 
shortly after noon on Monday, 
were handed copies of the draft 
and the reps of each group there- 
upon convened _ separately for 
study and caucuses. 


Draft is an enlarged version, in 
legal terminology, of the subjects 
voted as arbitrable at the first in- 
dustry meet on the subject in N. Y. 
last April. Group of lawyers 
headed by TOA counsel Herman 
M. Levy did the job of putting the 
script in legal terminology. 

Late concensus, based on experi- 
ence so far, is that an all-around 
arbitration program can be worked 
out, but there are a couple of im- 
portant “if’s.”’ 

Time, for one, is obviously an 
important factor. Some delegates 
have other commitments and will 
be unable to sit in after tonight. 
It’s for this reason that the hud- 
dle was extended to the late hours 
yesterday and probably will be 
again today. In the event there's 
no finalization by the end of to- 
day’s get-together, much time may 
be lost before all representative 
groups can be reconvened. 


On another count, Allied eoun- 
sel Abram F. Myers has yet to 
bring up the subject of rentals, an 
item which he wants subject to ar- 
bitration, in opposition to other 
groups. Myers’ persistence in this 
request could lead to serious hass- 
ling. 

Further, the major companies 
have yet to elaborate on their 
briefly-stated willingness to give 
exhibs in financial distress an op- 
portunity to “conciliate” differ- 
ences (over rentals, it appears) 
with local exchange mén or even 
salesmanagers. 

Major part of the ya-ta-ta so far 
has centered on fine detail. In the 
light of this, much prolonged dis- 
cussion may be expected when the 
ticklish subject of monetary awards 
for aggrieved exhibs comes up. 
However, there’s some opinion that 
in the handling of exhib-distrib 
complaints the local arbiter panels, 
as called for under the projected | 
system, will be given reasonably | 
wide leeway in their judgments | 
and awards. 


Breakston to Africa 
Hollywood, June 17. 

George Breakston, co-producer 
of “The Scarlet Spear,” leaves 
Thursday (19) for Nairobi, Kenya 
Colony, Africa, to establish head- 
quarters for shooting the jungle 
tale to be released by United 
Artists. 

His co-producer, Ray Stahl, will, 
join him in N. Y. In the troupe are | 








Irene Breakston, associate pro- 
ducer; Herman Schopp, camera-| 
man, and Martha Hyar, femme 
lead. 





4,950,600 WB Common 
Listed on Exchange 


Warner Bros. this week reported 
a new total of 4,950,600 common 
stock shares listed with the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Total of 669,185 shares were re- 
moved from the trading, these rep- 
resenting the stock which the cor- 
poration bought back from inves- 
tors in line with its capitalization 
shrinkage program, 


Quick Playoffs 


| 





| play first-run and almost 





Held Big Factor 


In Boxoffice Dip 


Wall St. investment advisers 
have taken sides with numerous 
film industry execs who insist that 
the current quick payoff of pix is 
a significant factor behind the con- 
tinuing boxoffice weakness. Arnold 
Bernhard & Co., in a market analy- 
sis which appears in its Value 
Line publications, sums up the sit- 
uation this way: 


“One result of the antitrust ac- 


| tion against the industry has been 


a change in distribution practices 


| which has worked to the detriment 


of both producers and exhibitors. 
Formerly, pictures were released 
on a gradual scale, playing in a 
given community over a period of 
months and thus creating word-of- 
mouth advertising. Under the cur- 
rent competitive bidding system, 
it is now common for a picture to 
imme- 
diately thereafter to play simulta- 
neously in a much larger number 
of theatres with the result that the 
whole release period in major com- 
munities is compressed to six weeks 
or two months. 


“Thus, a picture disappears from 
a community before all those desir- 
ing to see it have had an oppor- 
tunity to do so. It appears to be 
only a matter of time before a sub- 
stitute method for this rapid re- 
lease system will be developed.” 


Reveal Col's 5006 Capital Bank Loan; 
~ U Reduces Debentures by $165,000 


+ 





Can’t Give ’Em Away, 
Frank Pard Decries 


Minneapolis, June 17. 
Commenting on the statement of 
his partner, W. R. Frank, film and 





TV producer, in Hollywood, that 
he has put their 21 theatres on the 
block, Oscar Woempner says, 
“What good does it do to offer 
theatres for sale when nobody 


| wants to buy a showhouse nowa- 
| days?” 

Frank explained the reason he 
| wants to quit exhibition is because 
|the circuit’s grosses are dropping 
while costs rise. 


Dismiss F&M, Par Corp. 
Suit Vs. Par Pix, UPT 








An antitrust suit brought by 
|Fanchon & Marco and Paramount 
| Hollywood Theatre Corp. against 
|Paramount Pictures and United 
| Paramount Theatres was dismissed 


cent L. Leibell last week. Three- 
year-old action sought damages in 
excess of $700,000. “It seems to 
me,” the court opined, “that Fan- 
chon & Marco could have better 
asserted its claims against the de- 
fendants in an action not based 
upon Federal antitrust laws.” 
Leibell tossed out F. & M.’s suit 
in which it sued as a stockholder 
in PHTC, but where it sued on its 





own behalf he permitted it to file | 


an amended complaint. Jurist also 
granted the defendants’ motion to 
dismiss the action brought by 
PHTC because the suit ‘wasn’t 
properly authorized by the corpora- 
tion’s board.” 

Case involves the Paramount 
Theatre, Hollywood, where F. & M. 
was originally partnered with Par 
on a 50-50 stock ownership basis. 
The complaint charged that both 











Wall St. House 


F. & M. and PHTC were unlawfully 
deprived of films because of Par’s 
conspiracy to restrain trade. In 
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tions combined to cause the trade’s 
present difficulties, notes Value 
Line. Government action led to 
changes in distribution procedures 
which have worked to the detri- 
ment of both film-makers and ex- 
hibs, states Bernhard. 

For the immediate future, sta- 
bilization of theatre attendance at 
near current levels is seen. Upcom- 
ing product is viewed as improv- 
ing, there’s an increase of color 
pix on the future lineup and there 
will be more consumer money 
available for amusement purposes, 
it’s figured. 

Value Line offers a rundown on 
the finances of various companies, 
gists of which follow: 

Columbia—Biggest foreign earn- 
ings in the corporation's history are 
more than compensating for losses 
domesttcally. Earnings should reach 
$1.65 for the current fiscal year on 
total revenue of $57,000,000. 


Loew’s—Apparently the need for 
heavy capital to finance its produc- 
tion program caused the recent 
quarterly divvy cut from 37¥2c. to 
20c. per share. Looking ahead, 
earnings should be about $2 per 
share in 1954-56 and divvies will 
be back at the $1.50 annual rate. 


Paramount—Gross revenues and 
earnings for 1952 are estimated to 
be slightly above the 1951 level. 

20th-Fox — Despite extremely 
poor showing in the first quarter, 
earnings for the full current year 
expectedly will exceed slightly the 
1951 take for the organization as 
it is presently constituted. 


United Paramount Theatres—It’s 
estimated that 1952 earnings will 
total about $2.85 per share, allow- 
ing for a year-end extra dividend 
of 25c or.50c. UPT shares are “es- 
pecially recommended” for sub- 
stantial appreciation over both 
short and long terms. 

Universal. — Decca’s big invest- 
ment in U steck is “amply justi- 
fied.” Over. @ \three-to-five-year 


pull, U will do better than the in- | 


dustry in general, promising 
$73,000,000 in gross revenue, $3.40 


| per share in earnings and $2 per 


share in dividends. 


Warners—Management is show- 
ing ability to maintain earning 


addition, it’s claimed that Par re- 
quired the theatre to pay excessive 
amounts for product, namely $628,- 
000 for features and $41,506 for 
shorts and newsreels. Papers also 
asserted that Par prevented con- 


shire Blvd. owned by PHTC. This, 
it’s alleged, resulted in accumulat- 
ed taxes, etc., amounting to dam- 
ages of $200,000. 

Explaining its March i947, no- 
tice to PHTC that it couldn’t sup- 
ply product, Par argued that it was 
merely complying with provisions 
of the Government’s antitrust de- 
cree. Leibell agreed with Par’s 
contention fhat any relief to the 
theatre “would run counter to the 
Government’s antitrust suit.” 

Court ruled that Par’s conduct 
in refusing to vote for a resolution 
to build a film theatre on the Wil- 
shire Blvd. property wasn’t “arbi- 
trary.”” Par didn’t prevent PHTC 
from disposing of the property, it 
held. Moreover, “correspondence 
shows that both sides thought the 
property valuable. Indeed, increase 
in the value of the property since 
1946 may have offset all carrying 
charges.” 

Summing up a 40-page opinion, 
Judge Leibell pointed out that if 
F. & M. amends its complaint to 
eliminate its claims for treble dam- 
ages under the antitrust laws and 
sues only for breach-of-contract to 
furnish films, arbitration may then 
be considered by the court upon 
application for a stay. 

UPT last October was granted 
the right to intervene as a defend- 
ant since it had inherited Par’s 
50% stock interest in PHTC under 
the consent decree. UPT at that 
time claimed its interest in the 
casey stemmed from a desire to 


reports and reasonable access to 
the theatre’s books and records. 


‘Ivanhoe’ Exhib Pitch 


Following through on its “Seeing 
|Is Believing” idea, that of getting 








|a maximum number of exhibs to 
|see its product, Metro this week 
|}announced plans to hold special 
night screenings of “Ivanhoe” in 
theatres across the country solely 
for theatremen. 

| Showings begin June 30 in one 


+ Columbia and Universal 


Over H’wood Theatre 


by N. Y. Federal Court Judge Vin- | 


struction of another theatre on Wil- | to 


jeters, their concentration is turn- 


both 

have been involved in financing 
; moves during the past few months, 
'their reports to the Securities & 
|Exchange Commission’ disclosed 
|last week. Col has added $500,000 
'to its working capital via borrow- 
;}ing from banks, while U during the 
60-day period ending May 31 has 
reduced its outstanding sinking 
|fund debentures by $165,000. 

Col got its additional money by 
exercising rights under’ an agree- 
|ment with three banks, dating back 
to November, 1950. Through this 
| pact, the First National of Boston, 
jthe Bank of America in Los An- 
geles and the Bank of the Manhat- 
tan Co. in New York made avail- 
able te Cel a maximum of $12,000,- 
000, decreasing by $1,200,000 an- 
| Sualiy until maturity, July 31, 1956, 


At the time of Col’s latest seml- 
| annual SEC report, it had outstand:- 
ing $7,200,000 on the loan. On 
May 7, it took the additional $500,- 
000, bringing the total at the time 
of the report to $7,700,000. 

Universal's maneuver is part of 
a program in which it has been en- 
| gaged for several years. Its aim is 
to reduce its outstanding indebted- 
ness as rapidly as earnings make it 
| possible and thus save coin by pre- 
payments. 
| Company paid only $162,460 for 
| the $165,000 of 354% 1959 deben- 
|tures it retired between March 31 
|and May 31. This cut down the 
|amount outstanding to $2,874,000. 


"Gut Prod, Planned 


Continued from page 7 oe 

















the conclusion that there’s no per- 
centage in turning out a lot of pic- 
tures merely to spread studio over- 
head out over a broader base, only 
to find the pix lose money. 

The market has so receded that 
the ratio of financially-successful 
pix—which normally has run only 
from 40% to 60% (except in the 








flush war years)—is too low to 
|make quantity production worth 
taking the chance. The middle 





| grade of pic is almost a sure loser 


| now, with only the real cheapie or 
ithe real biggie offering a chance 


for ripe pickings. 
Since the majors aren't ready 
go in yet for the real low-budg- 


ing to shows heavily-larded with 
cast and production values. Zanuck 
put his finger on it at an inter- 
view in New York last week when 
he said of his announced intention 
to make only important subjects: 

“There is nothing startingly new 
about that e&cept that we mean it.” 

Production Cuts 

The cuts in production were orig- 
inally aimed at reducing heavy in- 
ventories. Thus, while studios are 
turning out fewer pix, there’s no 
diminution in release slates. How- 
ever, that obviausly can’t go on for 
more than a year. With inven- 
tories down to a comfortable point, 
companies must either increase 
production or cut the number of re- 
leases and the philosophy now is 
definitely aimed at the latter alter- 
native. 








| 


Inventory-reduction program par- 
tially as a matter of prudence and 
partially at the insistence of bank- 
ers—that'’s been virtually the en- 
tire reason for the recent shutdown 
at RKO—since an uncertain future 
seems to be no time to be caught 
with a heavystockpile of expensive 
pix. 

Columbia's cutback has resulted 
mostly from prexy Harry Cohn’s 
reduction in his own work sched- 
ule and the fact that a number of 
producers are off the lot for one 
reason or another. These include 
Sidney Buchman and Robert Ros- 
sen. Heavy production responsi- 
bility has fallen, in turn, on the 


S s of Stanley Kramer. 
force F. & M. to provide financial | shoulders © y e 


Universal, having found a formu- 
la for making medium-budgeters 
that come up with consistent 


its production sked. It also has a 
healthy backlog of the “Ma and 
Pa Kettle” type of product, so 
exhibs seem fairly certain of get- 
ting as much product from this 
source for the next few years as in 
the past few. ‘ 

On the matter of release sched- 
ules, most companies are playing 
|by ear. They are being set for 
;three or four months at a time, 


its. pro shows no sign of trimming 


power on the greatly decreased | theatre in each exchange city in hinging on what the market will 


capitalization. WB issue is ‘“espe- 


| cially recommended.” 


| addition to 59 other spots where 
| branch offices are not located. 


bear and consistent with the in- 
ventory-reduction policy. 
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European Exhibs Far Ahead of U.S. 
In Exploiting Pix for B.0.-Reisman 


European countries are currently ¢ 
far ahead of the U. S: in exploita- 


tion of pictures, especially on tho 


theatre level, mh 
Reisman, RKO international chiet. 
Foreign head, who returned re- 
cently \ ( 
RKO’s European offices, said that 
theatremen abroad .are displaying 
ingenuity and showmanship 


more 
than exhibs in the U. Ss. And as 
a result, Reisman said, biz abroad 


has been good, with pix getting 
Jonger runs in most cities although 
the populations are less than many 
U. S. municipalities. 

Although acknowledging that 
video had made great inroads on 
film biz, Reisman rapped uu: & 
exhibs for their general apathy 
and for not actively fighting the 
competition. “Domestically we're 
not getting enough out of big pix, 
he declared. “And the fault lies 
largely with the theatremen. They 
are taking it easy and have for- 
gotten how to exploit a picture. 

Reisman said that unless a dis- 
tributor spent money, little effort 
was exerted by an exhib to help 
promote pictures. “Theatres that 


hustle are doing okay,” foreign 
exec said. “You can’t get money 
in the boxoffice if you don’t ex- 
cite people.” 

European theatres, Reisman 


noted, are mostly controlled by in- 


according to Phil 


die owners and as a result the ex- | 


hibs have a greater chance to ex- 
press themselves and have come 
up with exciting exploitation cam- 
paigns. 

RKO exec pointed out that many 
U. S. theatres have no budgets for 
advertising, being satisfied just to 
put up the name of a picture on 
the marquee. “And when things 
get tough, the first thing to be cut 
is the exploitation budgets,” he 
added. 

Reisman also roasted U. S. ex- 
hibs for not giving a picture a 
chance to catch on. A day or two 
of more playing time, he 
could make the difference on profit 
or loss. He noted the fast play- 
offs plus the lack of proper adver- 
tising and promotion hardly gave 
the public a chance to learn that 
a particular picture exists. 


Exhibs Oppose 75c 
N. Y. State Minimum 
Pay as ‘New Burden’ 


Albany, June 17. 
Opposition to a proposed bill for 





/ 





Fox’s Chandler Lapse 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Jeff Chandler is no longer under 
'contract to 20th-Fox, although that 





from a six-week tour of | studio Had no intention of turning 


| him loose. 

Actor, a UI contractee, had a 
deal with the Westwood lot calling 
tor one film a year for seven years, 
| but somebody forgot to pick up his 
option. Now he belongs exclusive- 
ly to UI. 4 


Metro, 20th Lone 
U. S. Cos. Facing 
- Spain Permit Snag 


Metro and 20th-Fox are the nly 
two majors facing trouble in get- 
ting import permits from Spain 





‘Privacy Invasion’ 





argument that films are entitled 
to freedom of the press and that 
it would not be necessary to take 
the case to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Should such action be neces- 
sary, it’s felt a favorable ruling 
could be obtained from the high 
tribunal in the light of “The 
Miracle” and “Pinky” decisions. 
WB Defense 

In the Donahue case, WB attor- 
'neys had argued’ unsuccessfully 
that the Utah statute constitutes 
“an unreasonable restraint upon 
|the guaranteed freedoms of speech 
j}and press.” Utah law prohibits the 
use for “advertising purposes or 
for purposes of trade the name, 
portrait or picture of a person, if 
such person is living, without hav- 
ing first obtained the written con- 
sent of such person, or, if such 
person is dead, without the written 
consent of his heirs, or personal 
representatives. 

Warner attorneys, in an effort 
to uphold a summary judgment, 
| contended that Donahue was a pub- 
|lic figure, and as such his career 
}could be dramatized in a film 
| based on both fact and fiction and 
| that the picture could be exhibited 
|in Utah without violating the 
| state’s right-of-privacy statute, 





} 
| 
| 


| 
} 





under the agreement worked out | ¢ither in its penal of civil aspects. 


last fall between the U. S. industry 
and the Madrid government. 
amount last week became the first 
company actually to receive a per- 
mit, marking the start of operation 
of the long-stalled agreement. 
Warner Bros., Columbia, Uni- 
versal and RKO are all expected 
to get permits with a minimum of 
further negotiation. That is like- 
wire true of United Artists and Re- 
public, which have had _ special 
problems because they don’t main- 
tain offices in Spain and must work 


| through local distributors. 


said, | 


Metro’s and 20th’s problem is 
their allocation of costs and income 
in Spain between their local com- 
panies there and the parent com- 
panies in New York. That has 
been the issue pertaining to all 
companies, as a matter of fact, in 
holding up operation of the new 
agreement, but the Spanish feel it 
is most flagrant in the case of 
Metro and 20th. 

By allocating most charges to the 
domestic subsid in Spain and most 
earnings to the American parent, 
Metro and 20th pay relatively lit- 
tle in taxes to the Madrid govern- 
ment. Spaniards want the alloca- 
tion adjusted so that local compa- 
nies 


‘fairer amount of tax. 


a 75¢ hourly minimum rate cover- | 
ing all workers in New York State, | 


except apprentices and the physi- 
cally handicapped, was voiced to- 
day (Tues.) 
men at a hearing before The Mail- 
ler Committee on industrial and 
labor conditions. Committee is 


by exhibitor spokes- | 


studying the matter, for the pur-, 


pose of making recommendations 
to the legislature in 1953. 


Harry Lamont, president of Al- 
bany’s Theatre Owners of America 
unit, and owner of a smalltown 
theatre, stressed exhibition's in- 
creased costs—a major part of 
which arises from the recently 
enacted minimum  scales—result- 
ing in shuttered theatres. Stress- 
ing the community nature of film 
theatres and the inexpensive en- 
tertainment they provide for 
“family trade,’ Lamont 
with the committee to permit pres- 
ent rates to prevail. 

Charles A. Smakwitz, 
zone manager, said 


Warner 
“from 40 to 


45 theatres have closed in Albany | 


and Buffalo territories during the 
past year, and more will close. We 
are considered today as a dis- 
tressed business, one that needs 
help, rather than one that needs 
more burdens to be thrust upon 
us.” 

Howard M. Antevil, representing 
the Schine circuit, declared it is 
“just as much hurt by the drop 
in business as the smaller fellow.” 


Schine has or will close within 
several weeks “approximately 13 
theatres” upstate; some of them 
may go part-time, he explained. 
If income did not meet outgo. 
Antevil added, 17 additional 


Schine houses might be darkened. 
Increased operating costs, includ- 
ing those which would flow from a 
75¢ hourly minimum, could be a 
factor in the decision to close 
them, he added. 


| 


It is expected that there may 
have to be considerably more 
palaver before the Metro and 20th 
situations are worked out by 
M. A. J. Healy, rep of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America in Ma- 
drid. Other companies’ problems 
were successfully negotiated by 
John G. McCarthy, MPAA inter- 
national division chief, in a short 
visit to Spain several weeks ago. 

Unlike Paramount, most of the 
other distribs are not in any par- 
ticular rush for permits. They still 
have enough to carry them over to 
fall as a result of deals made last 
year. Par, on the other hand, had 
none and was desperate for licenses 
in order to continue operation in 
Spain. 





WB Absorbs Some of Its 
| B’way Theatre Aides 


pleaded | 


Attempt is being made by War- 
ner Bros. to absorb the exec per- 
sonnel of the shuttered Warner 
Theatre, company’s New York flag- 
ship, into the organization. 

Irving Windisch, publicity direc- 
tor of the theatre, has been as- 
signed to the homeoffice flackery 
headed by Larry Golob. He is serv- 
_ing as a New York newspaper con- 
tact. Assistant managers oe 
Schwamm and George Green Have 
been placed at Warner theatres in 
New Jersey. Status of Zeb Ep- 
stin, managing director of the the- 
atre, and Manny Myers, another 
assistant manager, has not yet been 
determined. It’s anticipated that 
a post in the company will be found 
for Epstin. , 

Company still has made no offi- 
cial announcement regarding the 
theatre. 


portedly seeking a deal whereby it 
can sublease the theatre and prop- 
erty, which it has been operating 


j rangement. 


pay what Madrid feels is a| 
| tain. 


Film company argued that “deal- 


Par- | ing fictionally with deceased public 


| figures is an important part of our 
| culture, and the right to do so is 
|one which is necessary for the 
| survival of our culture; that in 
modern times the portraying of de- 
ceased public figures fictionally is 
one of the most common forms of 
artistic creation in the novel, 
drama and motion picture; that mo- 
tion picture fictionizing of histori- 
cal characters and events are com- 
mon media of communicating 
ideas; and that to interpret the 
statute in such manner as to pre- 
vent fictionizing of a deceased pub- 
lic figure would constitute a re- 
straint upon the freedom of that 
mode of expression, in violation 
of the constitutional guaranty of 
freedom of speech and press.” 
Majority- of the court held that 
“Silver Lining,” being a picture 
“based primarily upon fiction and 


| designed to entertain and amuse 
|an audience,” did not enjoy the 


protection of the First Amendment 
with regard to. freedom of the 
press. Court’s minority, however, 
felt that films enjoy the same con- 
stitutional freedom as the press in 
general, and that they are entitled 
to this freedom not only when they 
inform but also when they enter- 


As a result of the recent Su- 
preme Court rulings, WB attorneys 
are now confident that the minority 
view will become the prevailing 
one. 








Continued ‘from page 3 








in excess of 15% of current assets 
of Wesco and its subsids, including 
the Roxy, N. Y.: 


Samuel Goldwyn Productions vs. 


Fox West Coast—$6,750,000 in 
treble damages asked. 
Cabart Theatres Corp. (Long 


Beach, Cal.) vs. Warner Bros. et al 
—$5,277,354. 

McLean, et al (Embassy Theatre, 
San Francisco) vs. Paramount, et al 
—$6,000,000. 

Edwards Theatre Circuit {fAl- 
hambra and Garfield Theatres, Al- 
hambra, Cal.) et al, vs. 20th-Fox et 
al— $6,200,000. 


Hawaii Theatres (Hawaii Thea- 





tre, Los Angeles) et al vs. Loew’s 
| et al—$5,200,000. 
| Skyline Drive-In (14th drive-ins 
‘n Southern California) et al vs. 
Paramount et al—$11,550,000. 
Bertha Building Corp. (Tower 
Theatre, L. A.) vs. National Thea- 
tres—$13,200,000. 





Although officially shut- | 
tered for the summer, WB is re- | 


Durwood (Kansas City, Mo.) vs. 
| 20th-Fox et al—$3,000,000. 


Gumbiner Theatrical Enterprises 
(Los Angeles Theatre, L. A.) vs. 
| National Theatres—No damages 
— but could be consider- 
able. 


Vogue Theatre Co. (Vogue Thea- 
tre, L. A.) vs. 20th-Fox, et al— 
$4,500,000. 


It is also noted that a Wesco 
subsid which brought a suit in 
L.A. some years ago to compel 
dissolution of an operating arrange- 
ment is faced with a counter- 


| $3,000,000. 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


(For the Week Ending Tuesday (17) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
Vol.in High Low Close Change 
100s for week 

N. Y. Stock Exchange 
BS: 2 vhs 0:5 omneeecae ae 9%% 9 91g om 
Ce CdR” Sia con Wercoceg’ se 35 34 341% = 34 
GET Siscccaadssscun, Sho ee Ee oe) 3% 
ce aes nice aa 1238 1158 1214 + % 
RE RE Ee ay: ee 838 8 814 — % 
Eastman Kodak ......... 241 42% 42 4234 + % 
Loew’s.. ss oe Ks mana 296 13% 12% 13 am 5 
I «os minda.e db 6.0 04k 72 2414 23% 2414 v4 
WE Sion ss 070 ale a eles 134 315g S30 315% 15% 
Nie ass a aaa nok bee 233 2634 2558 25% lg 
8 ee ee 175 414 4 414 
PEP EROS. 00.0 begs sce 62 344 3% 3% 
tT r% ba oan cies 60 418 3% 37% me 1h 
ns) ch enn ar ouedaee ~ 1014 9% 97% lf 
DEL... «ois pode cael 108 1628 15% 16 ~ 
= Seer 124 1414 14% 1412 ey 
Ro ig <in.n ask ta niet ‘ 207 13% 11% 13% 1114 
SE EE a ius 4 cig are 6 4cdse 2.1 5914 575% 5914 $114 
Warmer? Bras... ... 2.22000 77 125% 12% 1212 1 4 
eb be . ok) at Mlee a. . 44 774 ‘*5l4 7634 41% 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
RR is iy AG a 0 om 68 1558 15% 153% } ig 
ee PO Per 17 3% 3% 3% 
fo ee re ee ae 31 22 21% 2134 + 1% 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Cinecolor eS Sa 1 14% 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe)....... on 3% 438 — 1% 
RS BR” A SO er ee maeees 4% 534 
VEE NY, 3k ae Bes osca eos +. tea cee s Be 6% 74 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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closes, will continue as prexy of 
NTI—which was wholly expected. 
Other’ officers will be Henry C. 
Cox, v.p. and treasurer; Elmer C. 
Rhoden, v.p.; Frank H. Ricketson, 
Jr., v.p.; John B. Bertero, v.p. and 
attorney; George Bowser, v.p.; T. 
H. Sword, secretary; Alan May, as- 
sistant secretary and_ assistant 
treasurer; O. A. Collins, assistant 
treasurer; Laurence A. Peters, as- | 
sistant secretary, and E. E. Cobb, 
assistant secretary. 


Skouras has been a principal 
exec of the chain for more than 20 
years. Cox has been v.p. and treas- 
urer for more than 15 years, while 
for the same amount of time Rho- 
den has been prez of NT’s wholly- 
owned subsid, Fox Midwest Thea- 
tres, and Ricketson has been prez 
of the similarly-owned Fox Inter- 
Mountain Theatres. Bertero and 
Bowser have likewise long been im- 
portant cogs in the setup. 

Directors of NTI named. to start 
serving when the reorg plan be- 
comes effective June 28 are Skour- 
as, Sword, Peters and May. How- 
ever, the report to the SEC states 
that prior to Aug. 15 the board 
will be revised to comprise the 
following: 

Skouras, Cox, Rhoden, Ricketson, 
Bertero, Bautzer, James L. Beebe, 
Los Angeles attorney; Peter Cole- 
fax, prez of the American Potash & 
Chemical Corp.; General B. F. 
Giles, U. S. Army, Retired; Willard 
W. Keith, president of Cosgrove & 
Co., Los Angeles insurance brokers, 
and Richard W. Millar, partner in 
William R. Staats & Co., L. A. in- 
vestment bankers. 

Contracts of the execs with Na- 
tional Theatres Corp. are being 
transferred to Wesco, its successor, 
so similar deals will apply as in 
the past. Skouras’ 1951 remunera- 
tion is disclosed to have consisted 
of $130,325 in salary, $360,000 in! 
profit-participation, and $14,185.60 | 
in retirement fund payments. 

Remuneration of other officers is 
listed as follows: Ricketson, $52,000 
salary, $45,209 profits participation 
and $10,249 retirement; Bowser, 
$94,500 salary and $10,249 retire- 
ment; Rhoden, $39,000 salary, $33,- 
892 profit participation and $9,373 
retirement; Cox, $54,025 salary and 
$12,995 retirement; and Bertero, 
$54,000 salary and $80,070 retire- 
ment. 

All officers and directors of Na- 
tional Theatres as a group received 
$499,575 in salary, $439,101 in 
profit participation and $76,807 in 
retirement fund payments. 

Skouras’ contract, dated July 10, 
1944, and subsequently amended, 
runs until Dec. 31, 1961. He gets a 
weekly salary of $2,500, plus addi- 
tional compensation of 5% of the 
first $4,000,000 and 612% of any- 
thing over that of profits of Wesco, 
provided that cumulative annual 
additional compensation won't ex- 
ceed $360,000 per year. If this 
amount doesn’t equal $360,000 in 
any one year, it can be balanced 





/and 1961 when the earnings ex- 
for years under a long-term ar-| claim seeking treble damages of | ceeded that. 


against other years between 1948 


C. P. Skouras 


: Continued from page 3° SaeaeesesGeees 





In the event of Skouras’ death 











during the period of the contract 
his wife or his estate wili get 
$50,000 a year for five years. If he 
is incapacitated, he has the option 
for the remainder of the period 
until 1961 to render part-time ad- 
visory service on a non-exciusive 
basis at a salary of $2,500 weekly. 

Rhoden’s contract, dated Dec. 29, 
1940, runs until Dec. 31, 1954. He 
receives a weekly salary of $750 
and additional compensation of 
214% of “the amount by which the 
sum of the net theatres operating 
profits, as defined, of Fox Midwest, 
and its proportionate share of the 
net theatre operating profits of its 
subsidiaries for each fiscal year ex- 
ceeds the sum of $900,000, except 
that the additional compensation 
for the fiscal years 1946 through 
1950 is limited to the excess of over 
$198,000 of the aggregate addition- 
al compensation for those years 
calculated as provided above.” 
Rhoden also received $150 a week 
expenses. 

Ricketson’s contract likewise be- 
gan in 1940 and runs until 1954. 
He gets $1,000 a week plus “‘addi- 
tional compensation of 5% of the 
amount by which the ‘contract prof- 
its’ for each fiscal year exceeds the 
sum of $375,000, except that addi- 
tional compensation for the fiscal 
years 1946 through 1950 is limited 
to the excess over $198,000 of the 
aggregate additional compensation 
for those years.” He also receives 
$100 per week expenses. 

The officers and directors as & 
group own 5,210 shares of 20th-Fox, 
representing .081% of the out- 
standing common, Families own an 
additional 8,725 shares. They wilt 
receive the same number of shares 
in NTI following the reorganiza- 
tion, 








Myers-COMPO | 


m= Continued from page 5 qa 
must close can be saved by the 


elimination of this tax,” he de- 
clared. “This statement is not con- 
fined to the so-called marginal 
theatres. It applies to the largé 
and erstwhile prosperous theatres 
as well. There probably is not 4 
theatre in America today whose 
net earnings even approximate the 
sum of the admission taxes re 
mitted to the government by it. 

Allied topper called attention to 
the 1950 tax bill which exempted 
so-called cultural activities, such as 
operas and symphony orchs. Thesé 
groups, he noted, did not reduce 
their prices but maintained the 
same b.o. charge and pocketed the 
20% for themselves. Theatres, 
Myers emphasized, are in the same 
spot, perhaps in a worse one. They 
need the extra 20% and should tell 
Congress so, he declared. 

Myers said it was too late to <0 
much with the present Congress; 
which will adjourn for the conven- 
tions. However, he asserted that 
the industry should get organize 
now to launch a tax repeal drive '" 
January, when the new Congress 
meets, 
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Roxy, consisting of 10,000 shares 
without par value. 

Registration statement filed with 
the SEC last week was for the 2Z,- 
769,486 shares of NTI that will be 
issued. These will be traded on 
the New York Stock Exchange. 

There will be no _ fractional 
shares or scrip issued in carrying 
out the reorg, the statement dis- 
closes. However, on June 27, 20th 
will sell on the New York Stock Ex- 
change at the market price a num- 
ber of shares of NTI equal to the 
of fractional shares and 
scrip of 20th outstanding. Cash 
so received will be distributed to 
holders of 20th fractional shares 
pro.rata. Distribution of cash to 
holders of outstanding scrip for 
20th common will be made at the 
time of its redemption, about Au- 
gust. 


Wesco Group’s 521 Houses 

As of April 1, according to the 
report, Wesco and its subsids and 
affiliates, including those in which 
it has less than 50% voting control, 
owned or leased 521 houses, of 
which 49 were closed and seven 
leased to others. On April 1, 1947, 
the number of theatres was 625, of 
which 40 were closed. The de- 
crease was due to termination of 
operating agreements and joint in- 
tersts. 

Theatres are erported to range 
from 250-seaters to large deluxers 
of 2,000 to 5,000 seats and more, 
with the majority between 750 and 
1,500 seats. Wesco at the end of 
1951 had 8,200 employees, includ- 
ing those in its exec offices and 
parttime workers. About one-fourth 
are repped by labor unions. 

At the beginning of May, 1952, 
the Roxy employed about 236 per- 
sons, 163 of whom are repped by 
unions. Report adds: “It is not 
possible to prediet accurately the 
course of future relations 
these employees and their union, 
but no unusual difficulties are fore- 
seen.” 


~ 90th’s Divorce Mechanics 
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with | 


president, Charles P. Skouras, now 
celebrating 20 years with the cir- 
cuit, and his associates for the past 
two decades. Skouras was on hand 
from the Coast, accompanied by 
John Bertero, John Lavery, Ed 
Zabel and Nathan Halpern. 

The meétings, which in years 
past were combined outings and 
business meetings, this time stuck 
pretty much to business. Speakers 
included Skouras, Rhoden, those 
who accompanied Skouras, and 
L. E. Pope, C. E. Shafer, L. O. 
Honig and Senn Lawler of the 
Fox Midwest staff. In the two days 
the attending managers also saw 
three films screened. 
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delegation at Cannes, to hear the 
Americans ask for unlimited im- 
ports and unlimited remittances. 
They felt the bargaining would be- 
gin from there. Instead, Johnston 
came in with a deal patterned 
after the Italian-U. S. subsidy ar- 
rangement. 

Surprised, the French negotia- 
tors accepted the idea as possible 
basis for a pact. Soon after John- 
ston had left, however, they dis- 
covered their compatriots in the 
industry didn’t go along. They 
then withdrew the original four 
proposals and tried another which 
would eliminate the subsidies and 
permit free conversion of earnings 
up to $4,500,000 yearly, but put 
a ceiling of 108 pix on imports. 

Because of the generous starting 
point of Johnston’s original offer, 
the French now feel they can ham- 
mer out a much tougher deal than 
they originally intended or hoped 
for. They think that if the Ameri- 
cans were willing to give so much 
to get their coin out, they'll give 
|even more—although on different 
| points—when the bargaining gets 





In 1251, Wesco’s controlling in- | rough. 


terest in 170 Australian theatres 
was transferred to 20th as a divi- 
dend. 
received from these houses by Wes- 
co have not been important, the 
report states. Also in 1951, a cash 
divvy of $12,500,000 was made to 


20th. 

Subsidiaries of Wesco are Fox- 
West Coast, which owns or leases 
226 houses; Fox Midwest, which 


has 124 houses; Fox Inter-Moun- 
tain, which has 94 theatres; Ever- 
green State Amus. Corp. (53.93°), 
23 houses; Fox Pacific Theatres 
(60 owned), four houses; Fox Wis- 
consin, 47; Fox Michigan, one, and 
Fox Philadelphia, one. 

Subsidiaries of Wesco own or 
lease approximately 35 properties 
which may be suitable for theatre 
construction, according to the re- 
port. 

Outfit, under terms of the de- 
cree, has yet to divest 77 houses. It 
has until June 7, 1953, to accom- 
plish this. It must also possibly 
divest 55 additional theatres, con- 
tingent upon development of local 
competitive situations. 

Other decree provisions, it is 
pointed out, may limit the run or 
the number available for exhibi- 
tion in about 108 theatres. 

Statement asserts NTI’s belief 
that “Wesco has fully complied” 
with the court order of Dec. 20, 
1948, and with supplemental orders 
regarding joint interests. Up to 
April 1 of this year, interests in 
134 houses were “rearranged.” 
Wesco’s interest in 84 was in- 
creased to 100°. Its interest in 


eight was otherwise increased to’ 
and its interest in the re-' 
maining 42 was disposed of. In| 
addition, its minority interest in 77 | 
theatres operated by others has’ 


100% 


been exchanged for 100° interest 
in 15 of these houses. 





Fox Midwest’s 23d Meet 
Kansas City, June 17. 


Fox Midwest Thtatres held its| 


23d annual convention last Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, the event 
being the first general meeting of 
officials, managers and other per- 
sonnel under the banner of Na- 
tional Theatres as an independent 
corporation. 

In commenting on the new setup, 
Elmer C. Rhoden, president, said 


the circuit was accepting the sep- on the Federal levy was mirrored | Scheinwald. Heath said 


Dividends which have been | 


First Formal Dickers 


Negotiations starting Thursday 
| will be the first formal ones on 
a governmental level, since the 
|U. S. State Dept. has re-entered 
the proceedings with the tossing 
| out of the subsidy idea, It would 
inot be party to a subsidy deal for 
\fear of its effect on other indus- 
|tries and other countries. 

| Gerald Mayer, of the U. S. Em- 
bassy staff here, who was former 
| MPAA European chief, will handle 
| the negotiations. He’ll be backed 
| by two industry advisers. They are 

Fayette W. Allport, London rep of 
the MPAA, who’s coming here for 
the sessions, and Alfred W. Crown, 
| of Samuel Goldwyn Productions, 
| who arrives from New York tomor- 
'row (Wed.) to rep the Society of 
Independent Motiom Picture Pro- 
ducers. 

Talks are expected to take until 
about the end of next week. It’s 
understood that John G. McCarthy, 
director of MPAA’s international 
division, who sat in with Crown 
and Johnston on the original ne- 
gotiations, may be over before that 
time. 

Present Franco-American film 
pact expires June 30. Americans 
this time are understood set to 
seek to replace it with a deal that 
would call for no subsidies, at 
least 140 imports a year (121 are 
allowed now) and of 50% of earn- 
ings remittance at the legal rate 
and the other 50% at the “capital” 
rate, which is between the legal 
and free market price. 
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| 

| Pat McGee, general manager of 
Cooper Foundation Theatres, Den- 
ver. The other co-chairman is“H. A- 
Cole, Dallas circuit op and head 
Of Allied States in Texas. 

Both McGee and Cole will be in 
N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.) to confer 
with COMPO heads on immediate 
| organization of the anti-tax cam- 


, Paign. They'll meet with Al Licht- | 
man, Sam Pinanski and Trueman | 


Rembusch, the all-industry outfit’s 
| three-man committee which is shar- 
ing the prexy’s post. 

| General feeling within the trade 


4 


Kerness, Slenker In 


Jack Kerness has been named 
biz manager of Columbia’s homeof- 
fice pub-ad department. He re- 
places C. O. Slenker, who has been 
shifted to post of administrative 
aide to Leo Jaffe, financial exec. 


Pair assume new duties imme- 
diately. Kerness, for the past year 
an exec in the art department, 
served for 13 years in numerous 
positions in the ad-pub division. 
Slenker joined Col in 1929 and has 
held several posts in the account- 
ing and purchasing sections. 
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Motion Picture Censors, cast doubt 
even on the board’s remaining au- 
thority to restrict the showing of 
films. He sent a copy of his letter 
to the legislative council, drawing 
its attention to his conclusions. 


Constitutionality Test 

“It would seem the part of wis- 
dom to have legislation on the sub- 
ject to insure that obscene or inde- 
cent films cannot be shown,” Ham- 
mond said. “The Maryland stat- 
ute, as presently drawn, was not 
intended to meet the test of con- 
stitutionality now required by the 
Supreme Court decisions.” 

In explaining his ruling, Ham- 
mond said: “The mass and cumu- 
lative effect of these decisions upon 
the Maryland statute would seem 
to leave it without force and the 
board without power, except to 
films which are obscene or inde- 
cent.” 

“It seems clear from the court’s 
opinions,’ Hammond _ continued, 
“that the opinion of a boara of 
censors cannot stand as a constitu- 
tional basis for a previous restraint 
unless the standard set for the 
board by the Legislature is definite 
and its range of discretion is rig- 
idly limited. 

“The board’s idea of what is 
moral or proper, or, conversely, 
immoral or improper, cannot con- 
trol and be effective within consti- 
tutional limits. The film which is 


obscene or indecent.” 

Hammond’s opinion was prompt- 
ed by an inquiry from Traub, but 
his answer went far beyond the 
question posed by the censor board 
chairman, who had wanted to know 
whether the board could require 
religious associations, fraternal so- 
cieties, library museums, public 
schools or institutions of learning 
to get approval before showing a 
film. 

Ruling of the Maryland attorney 
general was hailed in film circles 
as an indication that the film cen- 
sors are on the run. However, it 
was pointed out, that even the lim- 
itations of “obscenity and inde~ 
cency” maintained the theory of 
prior restraint. Latter, filmites 
feel, should be completely elimi- 
nated, the argument being that the 
police powers of a city or state 
could cope with such issues as “ob- 
scenity and indecency.” 

Meanwhile, staffers of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America are 
exploring ways and means of strik- 
ing down film censorship in areas 
where it still exists. At a meeting 
in New York last week’ two ap- 
proaches were discussed—legisla- 
tive and via the courts. Attempts 


in the state legislatures to elimi- 
nate censorship laws in New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, Kansas and the Sunday law 
of Massachusetts. Staffers also 
weighed means of bringing cases 
to court in every possible way. 


Aussie Censor Lifts 


Ban on ‘The Miracle’ 


Sydney, June 10. 

Following a positive ban for Aus- 
tralia on “The Miracle” by Com- 
monwealth Censor Jack Alexander 
and dismissal of appeals by the 
Appeals Board, the greenlight now 
has been given this Italian pic 
after some cuts. Pie will be re- 
leased here as “The Wanderer.” 
Reverse decision is believed to 
have been caused by the okay 
given “Miracle” by the U. S. Su- 
preme Court recently. 

Film will be distributed by Errol 
Heath of Independent Films, who 
|recently took. over the foreign 
| product formerly handled by Natan 
it was 








aration not from choice and with in a speech last week by Ned E.| planned to get film out as quickly 
regret, pledging continued friend-| Depinet, RKO prez, before the Ro- | as possible under its new title and 
ship to Spyros Skouras and 20th-| tary Club of Dallas. “It’s the most | dickers were proceeding for an art 
Fox. Rhoden also said the circuit | onerous sales tax ever imposed on house here. Censor's office would 


faced a new era secure in the fact 
that it was retaining its longtime 


| any American 


business,” he 
| Tapped. 


not give any reason for lifting the 
, ban, 


Columbia H.O. Shifts. 


prohibited must be, as we see it,| 


——s 


will be made to get bills introduced | n 








Derby Day 
ing with sentiment and pathos. In- 
explicabiy, the film co need- 
less facetious jibes at the British 
film industry which have little 
bearing on the plot, and are devoid 
of humor. 

Herbert Wilcox directs in his fa- 
miliar workmanlike style, and has 
captured the race track atmosphere 
with its big crowds and merry-go- 
round. The Neagle-Wilding combo, 
more subdued than usual, is hard- 
ly what the fans expect. Googie 
Withers and John McCallum play 
the desperate couple on the run 
with genuine conviction, while 
Peter Graves is the boisterous film 
star who escorts the maid servant 
to Epsom. This latter role _ is 
charmingly played by Suzanne 
Cloutier. Gordon Harker’s por 
trayal of a cockney taxi driver, 
with Gladys Henson as his wife, is 
in typical vein. 

Max Greene has done a compe- 
tent job of lensing. Settings by 
William C. Andrews are firstclass. 
Bill Lewthwaite’s editing is a little 
too casual. Myro. 


Poil de Carotte 
(Carrot Top) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 12. 

Astoria release of Merry Films produc- 
tion. Features Cri-Cri Simon, Raymond 
Souplex, Germaine Dermoze. Directed by 
Paul Mesnier. Screenplay, Albert Vidalie, 
Mesnier; camera, Charlie Bauer; editor, 
Germaine Artus. At Aubert Palace, Paris. 
Running time, 10@ MINS. 


Poil de Carotte............ Cri-Cri Simon 
2° "Sarre Raymond Souplex 
Mrs. Lepic.......ses. Germaine Dermoze 
| SOR ere Pierre Larquey 
MIR AGUS 050 660 06be) 40560000 Guy Haurey 





This is a limp remake of the ex- 
cellent Julien Duvivier version of 
1934. Quickie production aspects, 
slow direction and limited thesping 
do not give this much chance for 
the U. S. market. On the moppet 
angle of the lonely little boy 
searching for love this might do 
for a few Spots. 


Cri-Cri Simon is the unloved 
last-born of a neurotic, frustrated 
mother who takes out her wrath 
on the hapless boy. The father is 
an impassive character lost in 
dreams and oblivious to the boy’s 
torment. Boy’s need for under- 
standing and love drives him into 
doing cruel things towards others 
and at last begins to awaken the 
dormant father’s solicitude. 


Direction is not up to observing 
the subtleties of the boy’s behavi- 
our and reactions, and lacks obser- 
vation and precision for the re- 
sultant loss of any heartug or emo- 
tion of the pic. Simon does not 
have the depth and unusual appeal 
needed by this moppet hero and 
falls down 1n all the big emotional 
scenes. Germaine Dermoze tries 
valiantly to cope with the char- 
acter of the twisted mother, but the 
role becomes ludicrous through its 
lack of explicable characteriza- 
tion. | 

Raymond Souplex is properly 
dour and self absorbed as the 
father, with lesser roles adequate. 
Editing does not point the subtle- 
ties of the drama and lensing 
ranges from flat to harsh-toned. 


Mosk. 
The Fall of Berlin 
(RUSSIAN) 
(Color) 


Artkino Pictures release of Mosfilm 
studio production. Directed by M. Chi- 
aureli. Screenplay, P, Pavlenko and Mik- 
hail Chiaireli; camera, L. Kozmatov; mu- 
sic, D. Shostakovich. Opened at Stanley, 
RS June 7, °52. Running time, 124 





(In Russian; English Titles) 

With increasing tensions be- 
tween the western world and the 
Soviet Union over Berlin, “The Fall 
of Berlin” perhaps has some con- 
temporary signifiance. It is not a 
documentary, but combines fiction 
and fact to iy the Russian view of 
World War 


U. S. and British films about the 
war, and, of course, aims to give 
the impression that Russia defeat- 
ed Germany with little if any help 
from her Allies. An overlong, 
plodding picture, directed in the 
typical heavy-handed Russian man- 
ner, its appeal is limited although 
it offers an interesting commen- 
tary on Soviet thinking. 

Filmed in color, it views some 
recent history through the eyes of 
a steel worker and a schoolteacher, 
Apparently one of the major efforts 
of the Soviet film industry, it has 
actors depicting such Soviet ‘lumi- 
naries as Stalin, Molotov, etc., as 
well as the leaders of Russia's for- 
mer allies. A great deal of footage 
is devoted to Hitler, revealing his 


last days in his besieged capital, 
his marriage to Eva Braun, and 
their suicide pact. 

In the light of the fuss made in 
political circles over the Yalta Con- 
ference, a curious sidelight is the 
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, rit. It is apparently the) 
Soviet Union’s answer to the many | 





picture’s depiction of that confab 
and’ the Russian version of what 
took place there and the part that 
each of the conferees played. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, ‘surprisingly 
enough, is shown in a better light 
than Britain’s Prime ister Win- 
ston Churchill. 

It’s obvious through the 124 min. 
utes of footage that Russia can do 
no wrong and that Uncle Joe is 
revered with almost god-like devo- 
tion. Hitler, it’s stressed, feared 
the Russians more than he did the 
Americans, and that Russia almost 
single-handedly destroyed the Ger. 
man war machine. At no point in 
the picture is there any mention 
of the fact that U. S. aided with 
huge amounts of lend-lease sup- 
plies and eased the pressure on the 
Russian front with the Eisenhower- 
led invasion. 

M. Gelovani portrays Stalin with 
deep reverence, depicting him as a 
kindly, yet forceful character. V, 
Savelyev plays Hitler in stereo- 
typed manner. Amazing likenesses 
of President Roosevelt, Churchill, 
Stalin and Hitler are presented. 

The battle scenes are presented 
remarkably well. The acting is 
spotty, ranging from subdued per- 
formances to ludicrous portrayals 
of the outmoded European style. 
Except for the battle scenes, the 
direction is slow-moving. Shosta- 
kovich’s musical score is on the 
plus side as is L. Kozmatov’s cam- 
era work. Holl. 





Agenee Matrimoniale 
(Marriage Agency) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 3. 

Corona release of CGCF-Silver Films 
production. Stars Bernard Blier, Michele 
Alfa, Carette. Directed 4 Jean Paul le 
Chanois. Screenplay, ance Roche, 
Jacques Remy: camera, Mare Fossard; 
editor, Erra le Chanois. At Balzac, Paris, 
Running time, 105 MINS. ... 


OO ER rrr Bernard Blier 
SPAIMOECO . 0 occ 0 cheese gebees Michele Alfa 
Jerome eccccsecce BOO Se cess vee. Carette 
Viviane...... @6oeoeooccce Anne Campion 
WIGUEE . « 0.05c0netnb cccds Marcelle Praince 





Film has an exploitable theme 
on its look-see into the workings 
of a marriage bureau. Pic gives 
a roundup of heartbreak and 
misery that come its way but 
plays it lightly. Good thesping 
gives it warmth and takes away 
the wordiness and slowness of un- 
foldment. Though slight in theme 
and handling probable good word- 
of-mouth would make this a good 
entry for arty houses in America. 

This concerns a kindly boy who 
has lost the girl he loves because 
of his mother’s kindly but destroy- 
ing solicitude. He lives in this 
rut until he inherits a marriage 
bureau from an aunt. In his work 
with the bureau, he becomes in- 
terested in the leneliness and mis- 
ery about him and decides to help 
the disinherited. 

Characters are al] top interest 
types which give the film some 
zest. There is his wily, but kindly 
assistant, a neurotic schoolmistress, 
a lovely girl with a scarred face, a 
deaf girl, a lonely teacher. In short 
a full gallery of the types who 
carry their own prisons locked up 
inside themselves. The boy locates 
his old flame, now divorced, and 
finally cuts his mother’s apron 
strings to find his own happiness. 

Bernard Blier is fine as the 
kindly boy whose sincere interest 
in people helps him straighten out 
his own life as well as _ theirs. 
Michele Alfa gives a note of inten- 
sity and intelligence to the role of 
the old flame who finally finds se- 
curity. Lesser characters are well 
played. Direction is light, and 
never lets the inherent melodra- 
matics get out of hand. Editing 
is deft and gives the film pacing 
and movement. Dialog is crisp. 
Screenplay looks like it has good 
possibilities for a Hollywood re- 
write. Mosk. 





| 
| 
=== Continued from page 3 — 
addition, it has caused them to 


lose their significance and their 
publicity value in the promotion 


Pic Festivals 





pix. 

Idea behind forcing any country 
desiring to run a festival to get 
IFP’s nod is to give it control of 
the situation. As things stand now, 
the producers who are called upon 
= take part have no advance n0- 
ce, 

Another session of the IFP is ex- 
pected to be held at the Venice 
festival later this year. At the 
Cannes session, McCarthy, who |S 
director of the international div!- 
sion of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, was named a v.p. Renat@ 
Gualino, of Italy, was reelected 
prexy. Other v.p.s were reelected 
— France, Spain and Ené- 
and, 


of 
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that distinguished the Italo brand 


of film may be dissipated is some- , 


thing for the future. 

William Wyler is also currently 
in Rome on Paramount’s “Roman | 
Holiday” picture, working in Cine 
Citta, which is an amazingly im- 
pressive lot, as efficient as any 
Hollywood plant. Henry Henigson, 
who was production manager on 
Metro’s “Quo Vadis?” along with 
Lester Koenig, aides Wyler. Latter 
is a bit nonplussed by the wealth 
of natural background here. Sez 
Wyler: “You find a natural garden, 
a fountain or picturesque back- 
ground; then you turn the corner 
and there’s another square with a 
still more beautiful natural setting. 
I almost feel like shooting the sets 
and the heck with the script.” 

The “Quo Vadis?” sets were 


struck pronto by Metro to circum- | 


vent bootleg background-shooting. 
The local industry expects M-G 
to do its “Julius Caesar” epic here 
shortly. 

German and Italian Inroads 

The Italian film grosses are big, 
as they are all over the foreign 
markets. Yank top film brass visit- 
ing here, or Paris, London or Ber- 


lin, look more and more to the 
foreign grosses to “bail us out,” 
in light of the TV inroads back 
home. The Continental managers 


aren’t squawking but, realistically, 
they see signs already of the in- 
roads that local production are 
making and must continue to make | 
on American films. It’s particular- 
ly true in Germany and Italy. 

Italy is not unaware of Radio 
Corp. of America’s ambitions in| 
local TV and the general merchan- 
dising of RCA electronics. G. A. 
Biondo, longtime RCA chief here, 
has been huddling with George 
Marek, chief of RCA Victor's ariist 
& repertory department, on talent, 
programming and pressing here on 
a general survey from New York. 

RCA board chairman General 
David Sarnoff sails from New York | 
next month on the new S. S. United 
States’ maiden voyage and will 0.0. 
Italy as a hub for RCA merchan- 
dising, not only for the Italian but 
the Spanish, Israeli and general 
Middle East markets. RCA prexy 
Frank M. Folsom is due over in 
September when RCA is expected 
to tee off its video and diskery ac- 
tivities, 

The Italians are hep to all these 
things. They know that a giant 
electronic corporation like RCA 
will scale its marketing potential 
to the current standards, and the 
film industry wants to insure its 
economic future by extending its 
international marketing scope. 

Young Bill Murray, who works 
with Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., the IFE 
chieftain in New York, does a good | 
bally job in that connection. He | 
is American; his mother is Italian 
and translates European plays for 
Broadway and vice versa. His father 
was William Murray, late head of 
the William Morris agency’s radio- 
TV activities, a post to which Wally 
Jordan succeeded upon his death. 

Hollywood Pinkos Abroad 

The same general awareness of 
Yank standards embraces also the 
many expatriate Hollywood pinkos 
now here. There are an inordinate 
number of suspected fellow-travel- 
ers, House un-American Activities 
Committee witnesses, et al., shut- 


Italian Film Prod. 
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, operates 


| Generale 


'verted villa with a cocktailery 


|on the second floor; and an attrac- 





tling between London, Paris and 
Rome. Some head their own film | 
units, or are identified with indie | 
units working in Rome. Some | 
of these already have U. S. distri- | 
bution. The economics, of course, | 
favor Rome production, where am- | 
bitious young actresses, of multi-| 
lingual capabilities, have lines and | 
get paid only at the rate of $5 a/| 
day and for limitless hours. (There | 
are no such things as 10%ers: the 
“in” agents usually have some po- | 
litical, social or ex-royalty ties. | 
When Charles K. Feldman, the Hol- 


lywood agent and indie packager, | 


was here en route to Spain and 
last week back to Paris huddling 
with Di Sica, it was an intra-trade 
gag that “they pay off in fetuc- 
cini’’). 

Pitch for Foreign Market 


The press matter and promotion 
mags are all keyed to the foreigr. 
markets, not only translated into 





English but also French and Ger- 
man. The National Union for the | 
Diffusion of Italian Films Abroad 
has published an impressive global 
survey, with reports from New| 
York, London, Paris, etc., on the 
impact of and reaction to Italian | 
film productions in these markets. 

Commr. Monaco, who, as head- 
man of the Italian film indusiry,! 





the 
title of the Associazione Nazionale 


behind impressive 





Industrie Cinematografiche ed Af- 


fini (ANICA), 
having quasi-official state backing 
which the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America doesn’t quite enjoy to the 
same degree. Nicola De Pirro is 
g.m. of the Italian government’s Di- 
rectorate of Entertainment. 


The long-range showmanship of | 
the local film industry is exempli- | 
fied by the “Italian Film Week” | 
slated for Oct. 5-12, in New York, 
with a committee of cultural as 
well as celluloid names journeying 
from Rome to Gotham for the in- 
ternational ballyhoo. A cavalcade 
of the top Italo pix product, capped 
by a Waldorf-Astoria dinner-dance, 
is part of the international plan- | 


| ning. Italian undersecretary Giulio | 


Andreotti, as the official govern- | 
mental rep, will head up the visit- | 


jing contingent which, besides 
Messrs. Monaco, Gualino and De 
Pirro, would also include Italo 


Gemini, prez of the Associazione 
dello Spettacolo, and 
Francesco Penotti, prez of the na- 
tional distributions association. | 

Unusual Training School 


Rome also has an unusual Ex-| 
perimental Films Centre, hard by | 
Cine-Citta, which trains filmsters | 
in all the arts, issuing diplomas to | 
graduate lensers, directors, play-' 


Do As the Romans Do 


The Italians like the Americans 
and vice versa—in everything ex- 
cepting the food department. The 
Romans, unlike the Parisians, have 
little conception of cuisine. They’re 
passionate pasta addicts—period. 
Everything seems to be spaghetti, 
fetuccini, lasagna, -with the accent 
still on pasta. There isn’t one good 
French-style eatery in Rome; some- 
body tried it and flopped; only one 
Chinese, two Viennese, and one 
magyar (Hungarian cuisine and 
gypsy music) restaurant. Ameri- 
cans who send Italian friends 
canned goods may be shocked to 
know that the diehard Italos sell 
these exported items to adhere to 
their native brand of cuisine. It’s 
for that reason largely that Rome, 
despite its less-cost (although now 
pretty much on a par with Paris) 
and general historic appeal be- 
comes a four-day stand to the aver- 
age tourist. 

Highlight eatery-nitery in Rome 
is the Ostela ria del Orso, a con- 


downstairs and a pianist, Mario, 
tickling the ivories; dining-dancing 


tive nightclub of unusual decor, 
called La Cabala, on the top floor, 
with two hybrid bands, both good, 
including the samba combo and the 
small “le jazz hot” for the straight 
dansapation. Vittoria Mongardi 
and the Orchestra Ferranti is the 
billing. 

Georgio’s, Cappiccio’s, Alfredo’s, 
Fagiano’s, Nino’s (steak), the mag- 
nificent view from the Hassler 
Hotel Roof (luncheon and tea), Ca- 
sino Valadier, former home of 
Pauline Bonaparte, Nap’s sister, for 
lunch; Open Gate Club, swank 
Italo boite which occasionally 
brings in Suzy Solidor, Dany Dau- 
berson, Georges Ulmer, Bill John- 
son, Greta Keller, et al.; Rupea 
Tarpea & Jickey, a oncer because 
of its locale in the old catacombs, 
but talent nsg; Place Pigalle, for 
the stags; Kit Kat Club, another 
also-ran; the Whip Club are some 
of the other tourist traps. 

It's an open secret that there 
are “meatleggers” who bring 
steaks to beef-starved Romans (and 
tourists) in suitcases from Tuscany 
in the north, Only family-trusted 
kin are entrusted with the chore 
of toting those steaks and lifting 
those beefs in handbags on a regu- 
lar railroad commutation schedule 
into Rome. 

Italo Olsen & Johnson 


Caught in Rome also was a} 
typical vaude-revue, “Alta Ten- 
sione” (“High Tension”), starring 
Ricardo Billi & Mario Riva, a sort 
of Italo Olsen & Johnson. They’re 
a couple of funny gents, and some 


has the plus of | 





of their business doesn’t need an 
interpreter. Monique Thibault was | 
the soubret, and a colored couple, 
Marie Jean Francois & Benjamin | 
Turpin, did plenty OK in the terp | 
stuff, usually in Montmartre | 
(Paris) scenes. Mel Martin, ex-Ben | 
Yoster, who is American, did the | 
juve leads but only adequately. Les 
Bluebell Girls (12), Anglo-Conti- 


| Hollywood starlets adorn the walls. 


ers, et al. Several big name Italian 
cameramen came from there, and a 
new film that Bernard Vorhaus is 
shooting there (for UA release) 
has a lot of kids who graduated 
from the Centre. They’re young 
and talented actresses, who do 
walkons and bits in a multi-lingual 
Swiss boarding school story Vor- 
haus is doing (Mickey Knox, dia- 
log director), and they’re paid $5 a 
day for a long, arduous day. It’s 





an Anglo-Italo co-production titled 
“Finishing School.” 


A common production technique | 


is shooting silent and dubbing dia- 


log in later. 


Italy’s No. 1 comic, Tito, has just | 
completed his first comedy starring | 
role for Roberto Rossellini, “Where | 
Is Freedom?” The Italians have 
been given more to sombre sub- | 
jects, but have been broadening the | 
canvas in recent months with | 
filmusicals and comedy subjects. 

Anna Magnani, said to be getting | 
been ill during the shooting of | 
“The Golden Coach,” which Jean 
Renoir, the French director, is do- 
ing. It’s the first all-Italian-pro- 
duced Technicolor film (as against 
Metro’s “Quo Vadis?” and other | 
non-Italo interests). INCOM, the | 





largest Italo newsreel, produces 4| berg greeted his ailing dad, B. P.| 
|gnce-a-month newsreel feature in | Schulberg, onetime production boss 
|color, the only regular tinted color | of Paramount. 


newsreel anywhere. It uses Far- | 
aniacolor, local process based on 
the AGFA system. (The first all-| 
French film in Technicolor is aiso| 
being shot now in Paris, “Cherie | 
de Caroline,” from the current} 
bestseller.) 


nental group captained by Joyce 
Dare, did the usual line special- 
ties. Many are blonde, since the 
Italos are partial to the lighter 
hues. There was one censorship 
scene, involving Duilio Po Prov- 
vedi, Renata Negri, Gualtiero Riz- 
zie and Flora Medini in one of 
those triangle and quadrangle 
scenes, wherein the censored por- 
tions were indicated by the play- 
ers hopping up and down in hop- 
scotch fashion. It looked good 
enough for a Yank show. 

The carabinieri are the most 
genial cops in the world. As in 
prewar Paris, when the flics and 
gendarmes wore bands marked 
“English” to assist British and 
American tourists, every key city 
has the Italian cops at* strategic 
tourist corners marked “Fran- 
caise,” “Deutsch” and “English” to 
help foreign visitors. 

American gals are tops with the 
Romans. One actress was followed 
for blocks by three buckos, and 
whén she complained to the cara- 
binieri, the smiling cop gallantly 
observed, “Signorina, if I wasn’t in 
this uniform I would be doing the 
same.” 

The jaywalkers are as screwball 
as the drivers—and the Latins 
seem to be tops in both depart- 
ments. The old Italians are the 
worst. It’s an axiom that they 
must say a prayer before taking off 
in the face of the tide of onrush- 
ing traffic. They don’t look right 
or left and woo disaster. Some- 
how, few get hit. The Italo drivers, 
a8 their brakes shriek, shout at the 
ofttimes doddering old ladies and 
gents, “Courage!’’—a local sarcasm 
which completely escapes them. 

Si Si Siesta 

Shops close from 1-4 or 4:30 p m., 
because the summer heat makes a 
mid-day siesta compulsory. Work- 
ers leave their offices at 7 or 7:30 
p. m. The cocktail hour is at 8 
or 9; hardly anybody dines before 
10 or 11 p. m. The long day, broken 
up by the siesta, has the effect of 
two days in one—at least that’s the 
Roman’s interpretation. 

Since you do as the Romans do, 
when in Rome the tourist finds 
himself loading up on vino and 
pasta and the siesta becomes a 
must. . 

The top restaurants have a like 
pattern of cheesecake—Mary Pick- 
ford and Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., 
are still the tops in such landmarks 
as Alfredo’s, of which there are 
now three spots called Alfredo’s. 
In fact, every successful restaurant 
winds up having two or three road 
companies. Besides the yesteryear 
“America’s sweetheart” and her the 
husband, photos of Aly and Rita, 
Edward G. Robinson, John Garfield 
and assorted British, French and 


All eateries have elaborate guest 





books in which gushing guests 
(usually Americans) elaborately at- 
test to the ultra-quality of the cui- | 
sine which, realistically, is given a/ 
commercial beyond standard. 

Socially there is an air that the | 


Americans had better cling to each 
other, or else. Even the Embassy 
crowd likes to rub more, than is 
the case elsewhere, with the pic- 
ture bunch. The ex-Italo royalists 
also find the film people “very 
amusing.” The fugitives from Hol- 
lywood and Broadway, along with 
the Yank distrib reps, maintain a 
fraternal cohesion of almost: clan- 
nish or clique loyalties. It's chiefly 
a case of who else would dig our 
stuff? A visiting American becomes 


| a personality if only because he’s a 


new face. The cohesiveness rivals 

the house-guesting standards of 
Beverly Hills and Hawaii. 
Disa and Data 

Sol Lesser scouting the Italian 


(some li’l thing; big grosses on the 
Continent as in the U.S.). Eddie 
Small has the same idea. Small 
states he’s off giving any more 


| $100,000 to $150,000 a picture, has | pix to TV. Jules (“Fabiola”) Levy 


due over, on the same mission. 


Stuart Schulberg and Billy Gold- | 


schmidt-Rothschild (of the banking 
clan) huddling with Helen and 
N. Peter Rathvon, who have a flat 
in’ Paris, preparatory to indie pro- 
ducing in France. Young ° Schul- 


Local jokes interpolated into the 
“Call Me Madam” London com- 
pany, but Irving Berlin should up- 
date the “I Like Ike” intro lyric 
(something about “comes 1952”). 


Join TV and See 
The World; Hefty 
US. Vidpix Push 


“London, June 17 
Europe is loaded with “tele, ision 
producers,” chiefly Americans 
| Everybody has a TV package 
deal; is scouting for TV; is look. 
ing around for vidpix product 





‘film market, aiming to “pick up| hookups. 
another li’l thing like ‘Kon-Tiki’”’ | 


ion 

The Continentals look knowing. 

ly and wonder if the py ramiding 
| local costs are worthwhile, although 
{the auspices are important. John L. 


| Sinn, prez of Frederic W. Ziv, and 
| Herb Gordon did the Paris-London 
0.0. Charles C. (Bud) Barry, NBC 


program boss, did a little video 
scouting for Pat Weaver, the NBC. 
TV chieftain, in Rome, in addition 








to his own radio ideas. Signe Has. 
so plans doing a pilot vidpic in 
Capri for Jeff Jones. Mary Sin- 


clair, ex-Mrs. George Abbott and 
ex-CBS, is on this side for Martin 
| Stone Productions (Lehman Bros, 
| bought. out the outfit), and is scout- 
|ing whether to make vidpix in Paris 
|or Rome. Harlan Thompson is in 


. 
|Rome for ditto reasons. Borrah 


Seemingly producer Jack Hylton|Minevitch is vidpix producing in 


can take iiberties with the script 
(unless that was updated and local- 
ized by librettists Lindsay & 
Crouse), but nobody fools around 
with Berlin’s wordage. 

Muriel and George Marek (he’s 
the RCA Victor top a. & r. man in 
N.Y.) know their Rome like an 
ASCAPer knows Lindy’s, and their 


Cook’s tour of the ancient capital | 


beats any Baedeker. 


The airlines are doing a canny 
job, especially in catering to show 
biz personalities. BOAC has Hilary 
Wilson meeting all show biz VIPs 
in London. Pan-Am Air France's 
Mme. Coutrot dittos in Paris, on 
cue from Frank Hefter in N. Y. 
Pan Am’s Willis Player in N. Y. has 
Clint Sewell and Mme. Bertie Pour- 
rier in Nice for the Riviera VIPs, 
and Peter Wentzel and Alec Man- 
son (latter was the late Sinclair 
Lewis’ last secretary, and plans to 
write a book on him) in Rome; and 
Mike Flynn, Clem Brown and 
Julie Smith in Paris. 


Over 4,000,000 Tourists 
Seen in France This Yr. 


Paris, June 17. 

Bureau of Tourism statistics here 
show that about 270,000 American 
tourists visited France during 1951, 
leaving behind $80,000,000 to help 
the French dollar balance. Tour- 
ists of all nationalities totalled 
about 4,000,000 leaving $200,000,- 
000 in the Gallic coffers. A far 
greater influx is predicted for this 
year. Aside from the pleasures of 
Paris with its cuisine, night life, 
haute couture, cultural stature and 
general beauty, there will be many 
festivals and other manifestations 
to attract the tourist. 


Already under the bridge is the 
Cannes Film Fest, held in April 
and May, and the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Masterpieces Fest in Paris 
last month. Coming will be music, 
drama and art fests, plus the off- 
beat appeal of industrial fairs, folk- 
lore fests, religious manifestations, 
sporting events and various types 
of expositions. 


Big Budget Pix 


Continued from page 7 











sufficient talent to turn out so 
many good ones. 


In his address to the producers 
group, Warner touched on the 
soundness of the film industry and 
the assurance of its continued lead- 
ership in the entertainment field. 
He announced continued produc- 
tion of Warner pictures in Eng- 
land, including “The Master of Bal- 
lantrae,” starring Errol Flynn, to 
be produced in Technicolor, start- 
ing shortly at the Elstree studios. 

The predominance of color films 
in the future also was stressed by 
Warner. Reaffirming a recent state- 
ment that 82% of the company’s 
product would be in color, he 
pointed out that Sir Philip Warter 
of Associated British has sent tech- 
nicians to the Burbank studio to 
study the new Warnercolor proc- 
ess. 


| Paris. 

One who has made a real im- 
| pression on the foreign production 
|TV market is 27-year-old Sheldon 
| Reynolds (just returned to the 
| States), who produces the “Foreign 
| Intrigue” vidpix series at a studio 
|in Sundyberg, just outside of 
| Stockholm. Thus, the U. S. vid. 





| pix impresarios are scouting loca- 
|tions from the Norse countries to 
| the Lowlands, from Germany and 
Austria to Paris, Rome and Capri. 
| Any way, that’s as good an excuse 
| for a Cook’s tour as any. Join TV 
and see the world. 





Francis Stumps for U 
At the Chi Conventions 


“Francis Goes to the Conven- 
| tions” may well be the title of Uni- 
| versal’s next opus for its celebrated 
|mule hero. As part of the bally for 
| “Francis Goes to West Point,” the 
| four-legged film star will be in Chi- 
|cago at the Democratic and Repub- 
lican palavers. 

While it’s conceded that Francis, 
who is of the same family as the 
emblematic Democratic donkey, 
will be welcomed at the Dem ses- 
sions, the reaction of the G.O-P. 
has not been obtained. At any rate, 
Eisenhower and Taft are too busy 
battling for delegates. 


Continued from page 4 = 

















ownership of the theatre after Par 
went into bankruptcy. Sass admit 
ted there wa$ approval of a $6- 
500 “arctic new air” installation 
which the Alamo advertised as 
“fresh as a sea breeze” but “it 
never fooled me,” he said. “I 
knew it was a big fan.” 


Under further questioning, Phil- 
lips brought out that under another 
agreement with B & K_ involving 
the Milford Theatre, Sass was to 
receive $5,400 a year for a long 
period of years before any divi 
dends could go to B & K. He also 
got the witness to admit that when 
L & T Surrendered the lease on 
the Alamo in 1932, Sass got back 
the theatre “lock, stock and bal- 
rel,” plus $50,000. 

Sass maintained, however, as hé 
previously testified, that the the 
atre was in bad shape. 


Balto Mayor 


=u COMtinued from page. 3} = 


so long that I genuflected when I 
went in.” 


Session also brought forth the 
disclosure that in the past tiree 
years some 23 Baltimore theatres 
have closed. This figure, accord 
ing to an official of the Motion P'¢- 
ture Theatre Owners Assn. ° 
Maryland, represents 20% of the 
city’s total film houses in 1950. Of 
the 119 theatres currently opera 
ing, two may fold soon and a num 
‘ber of others are considering sc? 
ja step. 
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Roxy. N. ¥. 

Jay Marshall, Kathy Barr, Helen 
Wood, Felo & Bruno, Roxyettes, 
Paul Ash House Orch; “Diplomatic 
Courier” (20th), reviewed in 
Variety June 11, 52. 


With this bill, the huge Roxy 
stage goes into its annual revamp. 
The band has been moved into the 
pit so that the ice tank can be in- 
stalled on the stage in time for 
the next show. Although this gives 
the layout a status similar to that 
of the orthodox vaude show, pro- 





duction values aren’t negated. The | 


show plays smoothly despite the 
absence of top names. There's 
good continuity because of the line 
work and the various turns are set 
off to advantage. 

Roxy booker Sammy Rauch has 
taken a chance on some talent new 
to this house, although they've 
been seen in the N. Y. environs. 
Of the four acts, three are new 
here, although the sole New Act 
is Helen Wood, who recently left 
the legiter, “Pal Joey,” where she 
excited considerable attention. 

The sole vet at this theatre is 
Jay Marshall, with a line of in- 
gratiating chatter and pseudo- 
magic. Marshall hits a nice stride 
early in his turn and maintains a 
good laugh quota. He’s added 
some new material that comes off 
well and gives the proceedings 
the necessary yock content. 

Kathy Barr, who’s previously ap- 
peared in cafes, shows a bravura 
style of song. She has a big voice 
and shows skill at the coloratura 
cadenzas. Miss Barr’s major fault 
is that she sings most of her num- 
bers with the same intensity and 
loses most of the inherent color. 
Her projection of personality isn’t 
sufficient for this large seater. Her 
best tune, the “Bell Song” from 
“Lakme,” “gives her a chance to 
show some shading. Miss Barr has 
the basics, including a good voice 
and a classy chassis, and should 
pick up the other acoutrements. 

Felo & Bruno are recent Cuban 
imports who are expert at the two- 
piano chores. Curiously enough, 
they register best in the classics, 
which they perform with a good 
deal of charm. The mambo mu- 
sic, performed with a lot of move- 
ment, isn’t so effective in this 
house. Latinizing of the classics 
goes over well. Team makes a 
good overall impression. 

The line is neat with costumes 
colorful and routines clicko. Paul 
Ash showbacks in his usual accom- 
plished manner. Jose. 


Chiecage. Chi 
Chicago, June 13. 
Betty Garrett & Larry Parks, 
George Hall, Rudenko Bros. (2), 
Paula Bane, Louis 
“About Face” (WB). 





This one-weeker has a lot more 
to offer than the usual Hollywood 
mame headliner. There’s been a 
good deal of time and money spent 
on this hour show, especially on 
the stars’ end, and the results show 
it. While it doesn’t have the fren- 
zy of the Desi Arnaz-Lucille Ball 
package of last summer, there is a 
delightful potpourri of tunes and 
comedy in the last half-hour. How- 
ever, it still could be punched up 
more with some broader comedy, 
because the audience is with Betty 
Garrett & Larry Parks right along, 
and there’s some heavy laughter at 
the cornier quips of the Mr. and 
Mrs. team. 

Parks comes out with some jokes 
on the locai scene and then brings 
out Miss Garrett, who gives forth 
with the same routine, but all 
mixed up. There is a real funny 
bit of pitching woo a la balcony 
seatholders, which leads into first 
duet, “Reckon I’m in Love.” 
Gentle spoofing of Hollywood 
preems follows, with Miss Garrett 
scoring as a slightly tipsy southern 
belle and ex-burlesque queen. Pair 
knocks around “Down by the Old 
Mill Stream” with Parks interpolat- 
ing fast patter which gets a strong 
mitt. Team comes back to get off 
well via “It's a Crazy, Lazy, Lacka- 
daisy Day,” which Miss Garrett 

enned, with duo doing some hoof- 
ng in seats. 

George Hall makes his first 
Windy City visit a pleasing one 
with some out of the ordinary of- 
ferings. 
pee le raises laughs. His romance 
© John Philip Sousa music back- 
ground could be stronger with 
some slicing as it drags, but it’s an 
unusual piece. His preacher take- 
off doing “Old Mother Hubbard” a 
la Richard Haydn is rib-tickling 
also, but falters at the end. 

Rudenko Bros. start off the pack- 
age with some finely paced juggling 
of balls and hoops. There's fancy 
work with sphere and wands and 


especially staunch is routine of 


Basil Orch; | 


| but gets into her medium with her 
|sopranoing of old standards. She 
ities them together neatly with a 
little preface about the composers. 
' Louis Basil does his usual good job 
'at double post as emcee and orch 
leader. Zabe 





Palomar, Seatile 
Seattle, June 12. 
Quartet (with 
Charles Bagby), Rochester, Barr 
& Estes, Jack Ladelle, Russell 
Evans, Ray Watkins House Orch 
| (5); “Rose of Cimarron” (20th). 


Sportsmen’s 








| Topped by the Sportsmen’s Quar- 
j tet and Rochester, both of whom 
|play up their Jack Benny and 


|LS/MFT association to the hilt, | 


| this shapes as a strong bill. Ben- 
iny’s voice is used frequently via 
| recording to point up jokes. The 
|Spertsmen sock over a group of 
songs with vigor and Rochester, 
teamed with Russell Evans, does a 
nifty job of soft-shoe dancing. 
Barr & Estes open, with Barr 
doing fine job in eccentric dance 
and hilarious panto of sculptor 
modeling statue of Venus de Milo. 
Burlesque of an Apache dance 
with femme (Estes), a looker, is a 
crowd-pleaser. 
| Jack Ladelle, who acts as emcee, 
|plays a number of instruments 
| well, doing “Flying Home” on gui- 
itar, “Rose Room” on Clarinet, and 
|“Steel Guitar Rag” on Hawaiian 
| guitar. Vocal on “There’s No To- 
morrow” gets a big mitt. 
Sportsmen, 
Charles Bagby at the piano on 
stage, smash over some clowning 
on Lucky Strike commercials, with 
use of Bénny’s comments via 
recording. “You Only Want It 
When You Haven't Got It” gets 
good treatment, as does a corned- 
up “A Dobe Hacienda” that earns 
big response. Further repartee 
with Benny over prop phone cues 
rendition of Benny’s song, “When 
You Say I Beg Your Pardon, 
Then I'll Come Back to You.” 
Group bows off with “Good 
Night, Ladies” for strong mitt. 





voiced “Blue Heaven,” with “Ben- 
ny” lyrics, followed by expert 
soft-shoe. Chatter with Russell 
Evans leads to dance routine by 
duo, with Evans carrying on via 
impressions of Eddie Leonard, Bill 
Robinson and Rochester. Latter 
comes back in tramp costume and 
big shoes far socko comic dance, 
| and he and Evans team up again 
|for stepping to “See You In My 
Dreams” for bowoff. Reed. 





Apolile. N. Y. 

Erroll Garner Trio, Jimmy Tyler 
Orch (11), Chubby Newsom, 
Bernie George, Austin Powell & 
James Boys (6), Tip, Tap & Toe; 
“Jet Job” (Mono). 





Erroll Garner, a clicko manipu- 
lator of the 88, is back at this 
Harlem vaude showcase heading a 
layout that’s weighted on the mu- 
sical side. In addition to Garner, 
there’s the Jimmy Tyler band 
(three rhythm, four brass, four 
reed) and Austin Powell & the 
James Boys, a sextet of electric 
guitarists. 

Garner, also a fave with Bird- 
land and Embers clientele down- 
town, is over solidly with his 
rhythmic renditions of “Music, 
Maestro, Please,” “From Out of 
Nowhere,” “Love For Sale” and 
Honeysuckle Rose.” Backed by 
bass and drum, Garner handles the 
ivories masterfully, achieving a 
tantalizing tonal quality as well as 
a bouncy beat. Easily rates a beg- 
off, but fades nicely into a jam 
sesh with the musical cohorts on 
the bill. 


_ Tyler crew rates palmings for 
its instrumental on “Flying 
Saucer,” “Tyler's Boogie” and 


“Bottoms Up.” Maestro hits hard 
on the sax and gets nice backing 
from a coupla reed and brass men. 
Chubby Newsom, a blues and 
rhythm thrush,-displays some amaz- 
ing derriere gyrations between 
choruses of “Blue Alone and 
| Lonely.” “Every Day” and “Money 
| Honey.” 

| Powell & James Boys offer their 
guitar instrumentations with Pow- 
| ell on vocal melodies and the Boys 





His panto of types of! backings. At show caught, outfit 


| apparently had the sound turned 
;up too high for the instrumental 
| drowned out the vocal. Group, 
‘however, shows nice rhythmic 
sense and earns a fair mitt. 
| In next to closing are Tip, Tap 
/& Toe, trio of veteran tapsters. 
| Working first from a raised plat- 
| form, lads are neat in unison rou- 
tines and then terp singly to dis- 
play individual specialties. They 
earn a good mitt. 

Bernie George, an ofay mimic, 


having the seatholders toss objects is okay with impressions of Ronald 


back on the stage with one of the 


freres catching ‘em via a mouth | 


stick. Stint closes strongly with 
lighted sticks being tossed around a 
darkened stage. 

Paula Bane starts rather slowly 


|Colman. Fred Allen, Winston 
Churchill and Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
| velt. He’s particularly effective in 
a fight broadcast featuring Bill 
;Co-"m and Don Dunphy at the 
| mike, Holl. 


ably backed by} 


Rochester opens with gravel-| 


Palaee, N. Y. 
Karpis Trio, Tanya, Buddy Clay- 
ton, Trio Rexford, Charles “Slim” 
‘Timblin (3), Cass Franklin & 
| Monica Lane, Wally Brown, Les 
' Oriol (2), Jo Lombardi’s House 
| Orch; “No Room for the Groom” 
(UI), reviewed in Variety May 7, 
"$3. 





| Vaude continues to get a good 
ride via the Palace’s nicely paced 
and weld balanced eight-act setup. 
| With four turns not heretofore en- 
‘cased in Variety’s New Act files, it’s 
surprising how neatly the bill plays 
off, without a clinker in the lot. 
Stubholders respond with appreci- 
; ation for all hands. 

Layout unfolds via nifty combo 
risley and ladder work of Karpis 
Trio and moves quickly into the 
saucy fiddling of Tanya (both New 
Acts). The No. 3 is particularly 
strong with the Godfrey Talent 
Scouts takeoffs by Buddy Clayton, 
who knows his way around an im- 
| pression. He boffs over Kay Starr, 
|Eddie Fisher, Jimmy Stewart, 
Pinza, George Sanders, Rose Mur- 
| phy, Martin & Lewis, Lanza and 
| Johnnie Ray, with only weakie be- 
|ing his Luigi (J. Carrol Naish). 
| Overall, he earns a top score in 
|both portraitures and vocal de- 
‘partments. Fourth niche spots 
| ballroomology and Apache of Trio 
| Rexford (New Acts), followed by 
the ultra-standard act of Charles 
“Slim” Timblin & Co., in their 
laugh-raising blackface shenani- 
| gans. 

Toward the homestretch, Cass 
| Franklin & Monica Lane, one of 
ithe handsomest and most talented 
duetters in the business, cannily 
'avoid the current pops for their 
|socko schmaltzy standards, ditties, 
| ballads and novelties in a belliring- 
ing stint that shows off the big so- 
prano of blonde Miss Lane to his 
complementary baritone. Their 
harmonies are of the easygoing 
type and they mop up with closer, 
waltz from “La Boheme.” 

Next-to-closing is slick Wally 
Brown with his dangling sentences 
| that hit on speed and savvy tim- 
jing, plus song bits with some ta- 
basco trimmings. Les Oriol (New 
Acts), high-bar duo, close show 
clicko in their U. S. debut. Jo 
Lombardi orch backs the layout 
like all the acts were pet — 

rau. 





Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, June 13. 
Chaz Chase, Sunny Gale, Bobby 
Wayne, Maxellos (4); “Girl In 
White” (M-G). 





Current Capitol layout is un- 
usually strong in the music depart- 
ment, obviously catering to the 
taste of the jukebox crowd. Both 
featured singers, Sunny Gale and 
Bobby Wayne, are comparative 
newcomers to the hit parade, and 
therefore have to sell themselves. 


enthusiastic. 

Headliner Chaz Chase, that bag- 
gy pants master of pantomime, 
goes through his cigar-chewing 
paces and striptease routine with 
virtually no changes. His act is 
so solid, and still so rib-tickling, 


j that there’s merit in repeating the 


old stuff. His costume seems zan- 
ier than ever, with more effort to- 
ward a pseudo-elegant effect. From 
the minute he bounds on stage, a 
vision of bright red and yellow, 
with his rubber gloves, his gray 
topper and his air of good-natured 
slyness, the house roars. with 
laughter. 

After the clown chews and os- 
tensibly swallows everything in 
sight, including the sheet music he 
uses as a guide for his terping, he 
segues into his howlingly zany 
take-off on Gypsy Rose Lee. Com- 
plete with fan, sequin shorts and 
rhinestone-studded undershirt, and 
winding up with a mangy fur coat 
| for his bow, this is one of the fun- 
'niest turns in vaude. Customers 

give him a near showstopping re- 
|? Chan 





Chantoosey Gale has plenty of 
‘visual appeal with her blonde 
|forcefulness and handsome gown. 
|It takes a few minutes for her 
‘highly stylized stuff and hefty 
| pipes to register. When she final- 
‘ly gets across the footlights, she 
| does fine with galleries. She has 
| plenty of bounce and a big voice 
| with a great deal of warmth and 
emotion. Gal has a habit of hug- 
|} ging the mike, whereas with her 
|range she could move around the 
| big stage to better advantage. 
| Best.bet is her “Wheel of For- 
, tune,” which comes across with 
| less mysticism than on wax but is 
|nonetheless sock. Opens with 
|““Phease Don't Talk About Me 
When I’m Gone” and goes on to 
“Out In the Cold.” Her breathless 
version of “Them There Eyes” 
| wins easily, and she socks right 
|in with “A Kiss to Build a Dream 
|On,” saving “Wheel” to wrap it 
,all_up. Walks off to fine mitt. 
| Bobby Wayne, a recent disk 
click, makes a pleasant impression 
| with a clear, strong baritone and 





On the whole, reaction to the bill is ' 


a happy way of enunciating lyrics. 
| Handles tunes straight, with a min- 
‘imum of patter, and a boyish awk- 
wardness that stands him in good 
‘stead. Routine includes “Shang- 
hai,” “Be Mine,” “Anytime,” “I’m 
Sorry” and an offbeat tune from 
“Songs for Sale,’ a moving spiritual 
type tearjerker called “Glory Road 
I Am Free.” Latter has surprising 
appeal for audience. Response -is 
fine throughout. 

Maxellos, comedy acro team of 
two gals and two men, do their 
usual hep job in the No. 1 spot, 
| Their tumbling and balancing feats 
|are tops, and their audience par- 
| ticipation gimmick garners hefty 
response. Though latter is on the 
| rough side, “‘volunteers” are so ob- 
| viously plants that it’s all chalked 
up to fun and team gets a sock 
sendoff.. Lowe. 





Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, June 10. 
Sophie Tucker (with Ted 
Shapiro), Gurzon Trio, Alan Clive, 
Syd & Max Harvison, Tipsy & 
Brow, Olga Varona, Ossie Noble, 
Bill Matthew Orch; twice nightly. 





There’s poor support for Sophie 
Tucker in her second week’s stint 
here. Stereotyped comedy and 
acro turns are becoming too com- 
mon on the British vaude circuit. 
There is little by way of originality 
to buttress the Tucker marquee 
value. here, which probably ac- 


first houses. 

Nevertheless, one or two acts 
do well, and the rest their familaar 
best. Standout.is Alan Olive, a 
tall, dark-haired lad who does im- 
pressions uncommonly well. He 
has the assets of a gangling gait 
and valuable height, which make 
his takeoff on James Stewart the 
more lifelike. From this, Clive 
switches to an imitation of Gary 
Cooper, then into Humphrey Bo- 
gart doing his baby-sitter chores 
in gangster style. Performer’s im- 
personation of George Sanders is 
also okay. He mars his otherwise 
clever act by sandwiching in some 
stories in doubtful taste. 

Ossie Noble is clever in the 
clowning tradition, being a practi- 
cally silent act and attired in 
baggy pants, tight-fitting jacket 
and red nose. He talks a lot of 
mumbo-jumbo that conveys im- 
pressionistically what he’s getting 
at. Curtains parts, and he takes his 
seat at the drums, inscribed “Os- 
sie Nobl@é, the Clown Prince.” 
Here again the act is spoiled by 
suggestive behavior, performer us- 
ing drumsticks to.tap out a tune 
over the nude body of a femme 
statue. Act is also overlong. 

Syd & Max Harrison, slapstick 
comics who hail from Belfast, 
make two separate entrances on 
the bill, before and after the in- 
terval. At show caught, their turns 
met with little audience receptive- 
ness and few laffs, despite hard- 
working efforts.of the duo in zany 
comedy. They’re probably using 
routines toc familiar to stubhold- 
ers and they are onstage too long, 
padding out a vaude bill that has 
only Miss Tucker for star value. 

y & Brow, mixed duo, offer 
old-fashioned comedy in amusing 
style, the distaff half standing on 
the male’s head in clever acro- 
batics. Olga Varona swings ballet 
fashion on the trapeze to music 
from the orch. 

Miss Tucker makes her en- 
trance to warm applause, having 
altered her act from opening week 
to cater to repeat patrons. She’s 
differently gowned and chants out 
her’ homely philosophy to socko 
effect, having particular appeal to 
the oldsters. She aims at the mop- 
pets, however, by selecting some 
oldie tunes and showing how iden- 
tical they are with current hits. 
Star then swings into her w.k. 
“Life Begins at 40,” and concludes 
on a saucy note by advising all 
wives to make their husbands say 
“Please.” Ted Shapiro genially 
accomps at the piano and acts as 
foil. Gord. 

Casino, Toronto 

Toronto, June 13. 

Don Cornell, Yvonne Moray, Don 
Parris Trio, Burton & Janet, DeRay 
& Young, Jimmy Cameron, Archie 
Stone House Orch; “Mutiny” 
(King). 





A refresher to the season’s 
slackness, Don Cornell is packing 
them into the Casino on a five-day 
schedule that sees daily lineups 
and plenty of standees. Terrific re- 
ception is giving this house its 
best returns in many weeks. Stron, 
on virility and delivery, Cornel 
is in on $2,750 plus 50% over 
$12,008 and, on early indications, 
should make himself a healthy 
packet. 

The robust raconteur in song and 
balladeering expression is packing 
in the jean-teens down front, plus 
the adults who like this lad’s type 
of masculine song styling. 

With all the attendant squealing 
of the repeaters who bring their 
sandwiches, plus hundreds of teen- 








counts for the smaller patronage aj} 





— 
age babes who are thronging tp, 
theatre alley, Cornell opens with 
“My Blue Heaven” and his trade, 
marked “I'll Walk Alone.”  f, 
tempo ciange, he does his “Mariet 
and a whammo “This Is the 
ginning of the End,” a neat comeg 
novelty switch to “It’s a Lie” oa 
a sock dramatic song-recitative oj 
“I’m Yours:” Throughout, Cornejj 
holds his audience on honest anq 
lusty singing that has plenty g 
caleulated tricks but really depends 
upon a man who stands up andq 
Sings and doesn’t need a mike. 
Rest of the bill lends staunch 
support to the headliner. DeRay 
& Young are of top calibre in their 
two serious East India and Balj. 
nese dances that are authentic jn 
origin and strike a elass note that 
is heightened by their restraineq 
Egyptian motif. Here is a pair who 


can dance straight or in comedy ~ 


form. 

Burton & Janet, with their yp. 
canny impersonations, play to a 
begoff response, the male for his 
Durante, Chaplin and Groucho 
Marx; the girl for her Garbo, Hep. 
burn and Mae West. Ditto begof 
goes to Yvonne Moray for her 
shouting song-style in a miniature 
Hutton jump routine, complete 
with baby talk and shadow-boxing 
for a wham response. Also over 
big is the Don Parris Trio, two 
men and a girl, for their trampo. 
line act, complete with clever two 
man mounts and triple catches, 

McStay. 


Col’s TV Deal 


‘coma Continued from page 7 


Connecticut. He feels that the 
agreement won’t help the exhibitor 
by publicizing stars on the series, 
for a half-hour picture isn’t con- 
ducive to building a star’s poten- 
tial. 

“If top players appear in the 
films,” said Weinstock, “they'll 
merely be injuring themselves be- 
cause a studio couldn’t possibly 
allot sufficient time to story, direc- 
tion, casting, etc., to make a quali- 
ty picture every week. The result 
would be a poor film and would 
reflect upon the star. 


“These stars,” Weinstock de- 
clared, “would fall down in the 
estimation of the public, just as 
some comics who already have 
worn out their material on weekly 
TV shows.” Moreover, he added, 
“you can’t turn out pictures on an 
assembly line like frankfurters and 
maintain uniform quality. A good 
short or featurette is the excep- 
tion.” 

Weinstock minimized competi- 
tion from suth a TV series to the 
exhibitor. “There’s no substitute,” 
he said, “for a good picture.” He 
conceded that business is off at the 
b.o., but pointed out that so is the 
general trend of department store 
sales, textiles and in a number of 
other fields. 

Among others polled on theif 





reaction were Sol Strausberg, pret 4 


of the Interboro Circuit, operators 
of some 36 theatres in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Queens and’ Long Island. 
“Just another thing to keep people 
home,” he said. 

A bit more conservative was 
Wilbur Snaper, who heads the Al 
lied States Assn. of Motion Picture 
Exhibitors. “I wouldn’t presume 
to guess the effect of the deal,” he 
observed, “. . . I don’t know 
whether it would help or hinder 
the exhibitor.” 


‘La Ronde’ 
== Continued from page 4 cae 


sorship is unconstitutional, but is 
any event that the film in question 
is not.so immoral as to justify cen 
sorship,” 

Justice Foster held that ‘free 
dom of expression is the rule, not 
the exception. It is difficult to seé 
how a statute can be drawn, pro 
viding for previous restraint, that 
would be consistent with such 
views (expressed by the Supreme 
Court). Either motion pictures may 
be censored or they cannot be. 
can see no practical middle 
ground.” Other dissenter was Jus 
tice O. Byron Brewster. 

Handing down the 
opinion, Justice Francis Bers! 
said that he and concurring JU% 
tices Christopher J. Heffernan 2% 
William H. Coon had no doubt that 


the State Board of Regents’ |! 4 


censing powers remains valid é- 


spite the Supreme Court “Miracle” 


decision. “Even if we had very 


strong and favorable impressioMs | 


of the artistic acceptability 4 


dramatic of the film,” Judge Ber 


gan wrote, “. . . we would feel a8 
absence of judicial power to impose 
those views on the Regents . . - 


> 


majority * 
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tha mo, Ind. aan = ere ‘ . : 
such cee metal, Semmesty tm Se pe gag Ae roy Me Ree seasonal | cially urges the industry to reject the efforts of 
-eme alaban & Katz public relations| only. Fuli story in . F i a 
apo department, now with Arnolds, | || pressure groups to impose their will upon the 
I Cleveland. ; é 
idle State, Sterling, Ill, which was Studio Workers producers and craftsmen of our country’s 
< Jus on parttime operation, back to full u 10 or 2 
| ; time. Centinued from page 3 =——e screen. 
jority * aceen ee. -eumar of Me oe feeling among the craft rep- 
A eatre, Byron, Ill., took over the | mous 1e¢ — : ; —_— ratic 
sergan D4RannuA F operation of the Peck, Pecatonica, | resentatives that serious problems Keep America — and American Films Democ 
z Jue 7 Aled Neghity Til. can be met by joint action. 
CC antes The special meeting of the AFL ICTURE CHAPTER 
nt that 7 ST. LOUIS Film Council was switched from MOTION r ’ 
’ lie . i _ i k 
ts : its usual Tuesday session to take 
id de- The State, operated by Edward | ,ayantage of the presence in town i VETERANS COMMI bE 
vacle” Rudolph, Columbia, Ill, and | Se\miase © a Swalsh. Latter later AME TT 
} very | ete ota —= te by | met with IA studio local business 
sso Charles Goldman and Jules Leven-| tenis. Principally to g0 over ac- 110 West 42nd Street, 
or A: B. Jefferis, owner of the | Counting changes that wi ide with | N York 18, New York 
IEC i i i : : ’ 
PE rc. VICE Corp Jefferis, Piedmont, Mo., mulling | Present fiscal year to coincide w ew Yor 
eel os NCE BOS. MUFF atc plans for a new ozoner near there. | calendar year. = He heads east to- | 
npe The Shady Oak, St. Louis county,! day (Tues.). ’ 
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Seaboard Studio Prexy in Defense 
Of Manhattan-Made Film Comml’s 


Denying reports that agencies* 
and their clients are burned at 
the high cost of filming television 
commercials in the east, Sanford 
Johnson, prez of Manhattan’s Sea- 
board Studios, disclosed this week 
that his outfit has turned out more 
than 400 film spots for some of 
the top-spending video advertisers 
during the last three years at an 
average cost for a one-minute film 
of only $1,400. 

Some agencies and_ clients, 
peeved at costs they were being 
hit with by sorme companies in the 
east, said they were planning to 
move production of their film com- 
mercials to the Coast. According to 
Johnson, it will be virtually impos- | 
sible for Coast producers to match 
the price of the N. Y. studios and | 
achieve comparative quality, both | 
because of union regulations and | 
the tremendous studio overheads in 
Hollywood. 

Seaboard, for example, pays the 
same union scales as Coast produ- | 
cers but is not forced to use so| 
many men on each job. As for the | 
problem of studio overhead, he | 
cited the case of Metro, which | 
wanted some TV trailers shot for | 
its current Gene Kelly musical, | 
“Singin’ in the Rain.” Donahue & | 
Coe, M-G’'s agency, at first wanted 
to have the trailers lensed at Met- 
ro's Culver City lot, where the film 
was shot. It discovered, though, | 
that the charge for overhead would 
have made the cost prohibitive, so 
brought the project back to N. Y. | 
for Seaboard to do. 

Among the clients for whom Sea- 
board has produced TV film com- 
mercials, Johnson said, are U. S. 
Rubber, Block Drugs, Talon Zip- 
pers, Sinclair Refining, NBC, J. 
Walter Thompson, Young & Rubi- 
cam, ete. As an indication of the 
low costs at which the work can be 
done in the east, he pointed to an 
80-second spot turned out for 
Schlitz Beer on an $1,800 budget, 
and a two-minute, 10-second fully 
animated commercial for Amm-i- 
dent produced at $4,500. Seaboard 
is now working on a number of 
others, he said, which will cost the 
clienis an average of $1,500 each. 

Johnson said his studios, which 
were formerly used by Jerry Fair- 
banks Productions, are the second 
largest in Manhattan, with only the 
Fox Movietone setup providing 
more space, Outfit has three sound 
stages. Largest is 50x50 feet, with 
a 35-foot ceiling. Second measures 
50x25 feet, while the third is some- 
what smaller but equipped with a 
permanent functional kitchen for 
use in lensing spots for food and 
appliance advertisers. 


CEA to Boycott 
Pix Selling to TV 


London, June 17. | 
British exhibitors are extending | 








their war against film companies | 
whose product finds its way on to 
TV screens. The Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. has accepted the 
principle to boycott product of dis- 
tribs who make films available for 
video. 

This is the latest move in a cam- 
paign which has been waged over 
the years. First step, taken some 
two years back, was a decision to 
bar product that had a TV airing. 
The latest ruling may easily elim- 
inate all motion pictures, however 
out of date they may be, from 
video screenings. The newly con- 
stituted bookers committee of the 
CEA is being asked to examine the 





situation in the hope that more 
drastic action may not become 
necessary. 

At the CEA general council | 
meeting last week, Jack X. Pren-| 
dergast, prominent northern § ex- 
hibitor, asserted that producers 
and distributors must decide on 


which side they would be—TV or 
cinemas. If sanctions were to be 
introduced the CEA, he urged. 
should’ warn American producers, 
that if they yielded film rights to 
TV, there was a likelihood of that 
company’s product being boy- 
cotted. There must be no compro- 
mise if exhibitor investments in| 
property is to be safeguarded. | 
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Vidpix Chatter 





‘of the . 
|has assigned Charlie Curran of 


| Lifetime.” a 


|nolds, has 


| Producer: 





New York 


New series of 13 half-hour vid- | 
films starring Sigmund Spaeth and | 
titled “Music for Everybody” was | 


put in production last week by 
Sterling TV, with a national re- 
lease date set for the fall 


Singer Russ Landi set to star ina 
special TV film, “Hot Licks,” 
based on the jazz ages of the ’20s. 
Film is being produced by J. Lon- 
dauer, an indie outfit in Chicago 

. Herbert Swope, Jr., producer 
new “Fu Manchu” series, 


Times Square Productions, to han- 
dle final work on the initial stanza. 
First show, being lensed in N. Y.., 


NSTP Re-Names Snader 


Hollywood, June 17. 

National Society of Television 
Producers nominated Louis D. 
Snader to succeed himself as prexy 
for the next year. 

Other nominees are: David 
Chudnow and Murray Lerner for 
veepee; Gladys Rubens for secre- 
tary, and Maleese Black and Frank 
Danzig for treasurer. 








MY LITTLE MARGIE 

With Charles Farrell, Gale Storm, 
Hillary Brooke, Don Hayden, 
Clarence Kolb, others 

Producer: Hal Roach, Jr. 

Director: Hal Yates 

Writers: Frank Fox, George Carie- 





Feature Films 
Proving Top Chi 
Rating Winner 


Chicago, June 17. 


Although fresh product is be- 
coming increasingly difficult to 





stars Sir Cedric Hardwicke, John | 
Carradine and Colin Keith-John- | 
son, and was directed by William | 
Cameron Menzies ... “Thrill of a 
new quarter-hour | 
vidpic series starring Quentin Rey- | 
gone into production 
under the aegis of Lifetime Pro- 
ductions Telenews-INS has | 
boosted the “hard news” footage | 
on its daily newsreel from eight 
to 12 minutes. Increase is designed | 
to permit client TV stations great- 
er flexibility in their news 
gramming. 


Hollywood 

United World, telefilm subsid of | 
Universal International, bought | 
“The Spot,” an original by CBS-TV 


|news commentator Dan Lundberg | 


... William Asher reoptioned to di- | 
rect “I Love Lucy” for next sea- 


(Continued on page 40) 


latch onto, feature films riding the 
video channels are still proving 
rating circle winners. At WGN-TV, 
for example, it’s the numerous pic 
showings that grab off the station’s 
top audiences, exceeded only by 
the weekend baseball viewership. 

The latest Telepulse roundup} 
shows WGN-TV with five weekly 
features hitting a 15 or above mark 


| 
| ~ i 
e | CBS-TV, from N. Y. (film) 


| My Little Margie.” 


ton Brown 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 
HILIP MORRIS 


(Biow) 


As summer replacement for the 
top-rated “I Love Lucy,” Philip 
|Morris has bought a new Hal 
| Roaeh vidpix series, which is pur- 
| portedly a situation comedy titled 
But, judging 
from the initialer last Monday 
‘night (16), the show will gain no- 
where near the record audience 
that “Lucy” drew consistently 
during the regular season. It has 
one-time film star Charles Farrell 
and actress Gale Storm for mar- 
quee bait and, as produced by Hal 
Roach, Jr., is a good, qualitative 
job but it suffers from contrived 
situations and overly-coy dialog 
which never rang true on the 
preem. 

Farrell, who has operated Palm 





for average quarter-hour segments. 


|The Monday night at 10 “Motion| 
pro- | Picture Academy,” bankrolled by | 


Springs’ Racquet Club since bow- 
ing out of films, plays a 50-year- 
old widower who still has an eye 
for the ladies but who devotes 


the Evans Fur Co., led the parade| most of his intere®t to his 21-year- 


| with a 20.6 average. As WGN-TV 


sales manager Ted Weber points 


| out, these ratings compare very 


favorably with the average high- 
budgeted network shows. 

It’s also pointed out that with 
the pic screenings bulwarking the 
station’s overall rating picture, the 

(Continued on page 34) 


|old daughter, Miss Storm. She, in 
|turn, worries that her father is too 
| old for his post-midnight meander- 
|ings with his girl-friends. And 
| that’s the situation on which the 
series presumably will be based. 
'On the initialer, both of them at- 
|\tempted some “reverse psychology” 
ito break up the supposed love in- 
terests of the other and, after some 








—emmenel 





TV Films in Production 











ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios, Hollywood 

“RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE” 26 half- 
hour jungle adventure telepix series now 
shooting. Producers: Harry S. Rothschild, 
Leon Fromkess. 
Film Producer: Rudolph Flothow 
Director: Wally Fox 





ATHENA PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
California Studios: Hollywood 
Three series of 13 chapter plays each, 
“SON OF ROBIN HOOD” skedded to be- 
gin shooting latter part of June. 
Producer-director: Clifford Sanforth 
Associate producer: Al Westen 
Assistant director: Nate Barrager 
Writer: Howard Laurence Field 


BREAKSTON-STAHL PRODS. 

General Service Studios: Hollywood 

“SAFARI BILL” series of 26 half hour 
telepix to begin shooting July 1. Loca- 
tion shots to be filmed in British East 
Africa. 
Martha Hyer heads cast, parts to fill. 
Producer-director: Breakston-Stahl 
Associate producer: Irene Breakston 
Technical executive: John R. Carter 


7 

WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
‘ Sunset Studios, Hollywood 

‘The Phantom Pirate” series of half 
hour adventure telepix now shooting. 
Robert Stack heads cast with parts to fill. 
Executive producer: William F. Broidy. 
Producer: Wesley Barry 
Associate producers: Bob Bailey, Hugh 


Direster: Frank \WecDonald 
JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 


General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“LONE RANGER” half hour series of 52 


| videoaters now shooting. John Hart, Jay 


Silverheels set leads. 
Jack Chertok 
Associa Producer: Harry Poppe. 


COURNEYA PRODUCTIONS 
United Producers Studio 
Shooting “Noah Beery, Jr. Adventure 

Series,” 26 15-minute telepix. 

Cast: Noah Beery. Jr., Ann Saville, Jack 
Harris, Norma Fenton. 

Producer-director: Jerry Courneya 

Supervising film editor; Jimmy Moore 


BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO-Pathe. Culver City 
Shooting “REBOUND” series of half 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 

Motor Car Corp. 
Executive producer: Basil Grille 
Producer: Bernard Girard 
Director: B. Girard 

Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 
“A CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD.” 
Producer: John Nasht 

Half ho series of adult drama films 
for “CROWN THEATRE” shooting. 
Producers: Richard Dorso, Bernard Girard; 


FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 

’ 6528 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 
Casting: Vir¢inia Mazzuca 

_ “SMILIN’ ED’S GANG” series now shoot- 

ing. Ed McConnell, Nino Marcel head cast. 

Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 

Associate producer: Ralph Ferrin 

Assistant director: Don Olsen 


FILMCRAFT PRODS. 


8451 Melrose, Hollywood 

GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
audience participation film productions. to 
be made once a week for NBC. DeSoto- 
Plymouth sponsoring. 

“THE BICKERSONS” series of 39 half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Phil 
Rapp is writer-director. 

Producer: John Guedel 
Film producer: I. Lindenbaum 
Directors: Bob Dwan, Bernie Smith 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 
6920 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 


i ate ' 





as of Friday, June 13 


“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 
half-hour videoaters now shooting, Gail 
Davis, Billy Gray head cast. Parts to fill. 

Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox. Geo. Archainbaud 

New series of half-hour western dramas 
entitled “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 
shooting. 

Producer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart McGowan 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 26 

half hour telepix sponsored by Lever 

Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 

set leads. 

Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 
Krasne 

Director: E. A. Dupont. 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Bldg.. Hollywood 
Art Linkletter starring in a series of 
104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KiDS.” 
Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION 

‘ SERVICE 

Republic Studios. North Hollywood 

"COMMANDO CODY-SKY MARSHAL 
OF THE UNIVERSE” series of 39 half- 
hour scientifiction telepix now shooting. 
Judd Holdren, Aline Towne head cast 
with William Schallert in support. 
Producer: Franklin Adreon 
Director: Fred Brannon 


HOUR GLASS PRODS. 
810 N. Highland, Hollywood 
Shooting “MAN OF TOMORROW” series 
of 15-minute telepix. 
Producer: Wanda Tuchock 
Director: George deNormand 


INTERSTATE TELEVISION 
Monogram Studios: Hollywood 

“DAUGHTERS OF MARS,” starring 
Ethel Barrymore. skedded for June 20 
start in “ETHEL BARRYMORE TELE- 
VISION THEATRE‘ series. 
Producer: Lee Sav 
Direetors: Lewis Allan, Will Jason 


LANCER PRODUCTIONS 
RKO-Pathe: Culver City 

“THOSE WERE THE DAYS” half hour 
telepix series now shooting. Producers: 
Bernard Girard, Richard Dorso. 

“CORNY JOHNSON” ceries of half hour 
comedy pix now shooting. 
Producer-director: Bernard Girard 


EDWARD LEWIS PRC DS. 
Motion Picture Center. Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee now shooting 

Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


PHILLIPS LORD PRODS. 
Visual Drama Studios: Hollywood 
“GANGBUSTER” series for NBC-TV, 
sponsored bv Chesterfield, now shooting. 
Producer: Phillips Lord 
Director: Lew Landers 


MARCH OF TIME 
269 Lexington Ave.. N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” se- 
ries of 26 half-hour fix. Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator. with cast including Gene Lock- 
hart. Jeffrey Lynn. Arnold Moss, Ann 
Burr and Olive Deering. . 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Directors: Fred Stephani. 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver ess | 


i, 2 








™ 


Now shooting “MYSTERY THEATRE” 
series of 30-minute situation comedies. 
Producer: J. Donald Wilson 
Director: Howard Bretherton 

“MY LITTLE MARGIE” series of half 
hour~ comedy telepix now shooting 
Charles Farrell and Gale Storm head cast. 
Philip Morris sponsors. ; 
Producer: Hal Roach 
Director: Hal Yates 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
Half-hour series of adult drama tele 
pix now shooting for Revue Prods. 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: Richard Irving, Norman Lloyd. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
comedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 

by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 

Cast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin 
Childress, Ernestine Wade, Johnny Lee. 
Horace Stewart. 

Freeman Gosden, Charles 
orrell, Sidney Van Keuren 

Director: Charles Barton 

Production executive: James Fonda 

Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 


ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 


Goldwyn Studio, Hollywood 

ROY ROGERS now shooting 15 oater 
telepix. Vidpix are half-hour each. Roy 
Rogers, Dale Evans topline. Pat yd 
in support. General western parts to fill. 
Sponsored by General Foods for NBC-TY. 
Producer: Roy Rogers 
Associate geecuecs: Jack Lacey 
Director: Bob Walker 


SCREEN GEMS 
1302 N. Gower. Hollywood 
“JEFFERSON DAVIS” half-hour drama 
shooting for DuPont’s “CAVALCADE OF 
AMERICA” series. 
Producer-director: Jules Bricken 
Assistant director: Bddie Seata 


SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 


Eagle Lion Studios. Hollywood 
“CAVALCADE OF AMERICA” series of 
half-hour drama telepix shooting. 
Producers: Gil Ralston, Jaques Braunsiein 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios, Culver City 
“RACKET SQUAD” series resume 
shooting in August, half hour telepix 

series. 
Producer: Hal Roach, Jr.; Carrol] Case 
Director: Jim Tinling 


SNADER TELESCRIPTIONS 
177 S_ Beverly Dr., Beverly Hills 
Resume shooting telescriptions featur. 
ing different artists each week June. 

Producer: Louis D. Snader 


FRANK WISBAR PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” series of half. 
hour adult dramas now shooting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 





Supervisors: 


WRATHER TELEVISON PRODS., 


INC, 
California Studios, Hollywood 
“BOSS LADY” series of half 
sophisticated comedies now shooting. 


Cast: Lynn Bari. Glenn Langan, Richard 
Charley Smith, 


Gaines, Lee Patrick, 

Nicholas Joy. 
Producers: Jack Wrather, Robert Mann 
Associate producer: Sherman A. Harris 


ZIV TV 
5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 


Four in “UNEXPECTED” series of half- 
hour telepix shoot in June. Four “80$- 
TON BLACKIE” half-hour telepix sched- 


uled for June shooting. 
Directors: Eddie Davis, Sobey 
Geo. M. Cahan. 


Le 


Telepix Reviews 


TEEPE EEESEE PEEL EDEIFEFEEPEF EEE EEO EPPO Od $4444 45445 


phony antics, it all turned out 
weli. 

Long period during which Far- 
rell has been absent from the film 
studios was a rent in his thes. 
ping: He’s still a handsome, per- 
sonable guy but, perhaps because 
of the lines and situations fed him, 
he failed to register with much 
impact. Miss Storm impressed as 
an okay looker but she too didn’t 
stand much of a chance because 
of the scripting. Supporting play- 
ers on the other hand, emerged 
much better. These included Hil- 
lary Brooke, as Farrell's flame: 
Don Hayden, as Miss Storm's boy- 
friend, and Clarence Kolb as Far- 
rell’s boss. 

Blurbs for Philip Morris were 
standard, pitching up the ciggie 
firm’s new campaign of three rea- 
sons for smoking the sina 

Stal. 


FEARLESS FOSDICK 

(“The Haunted House”) 

With Mary Chase Marionettes 
Writer: Everett Crosby 
Producer: Charles Guggenheim 
30 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC-TY, from N. Y. 

“Fearless Fosdick,” 
preemed on NBC-TV Sunday (15), 
is a film series based upon the 
character created by Al Capp. For 
the initialer the half-hour entry 
had the Mary Chase marionettes 
involved in a short meller tagged 
“The Haunted House.” There's 
nothing extraordinary about the 
series—at least the kickoff show 
gave no such indication. 

Stanza’s format appears to be 
geared mainly to juvenile audi- 
ences with a lantern-jawed puppet, 
sporting a black derby, handling 
the title role. Other characters 
are in a similar, exaggerated vein. 
Preem saw _ detective Fosdick 
smashing a counterfeit ring which 
headquartered in a “haunted” 
house. 

Sets were done realistically, but 
the strings which animate the 
marionettes were visible to the 
point where the illusion of move- 
ment was somewhat destroyed. 
Solution to this, of course, calls for 
use of different type string or wire 
which the camera won’t pick up so 
readily. 

“Fearless Fosdick,” at this point, 
primarily adds up to something to 
help keep the kids quiet on Sun- 


which 





hour 


Martin, 


day afternoon. But that, in itself, 
jis an accomplishment. Gilb. 


DRESS IN THE WINDOW 

(Playhouse of Stars) 

With Irene Dunne; Teresa Wright, 

others 

Producer: Edward Lewis 

Director: Lew Landers 

Writer: Zachary Gold 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

SCHLITZ 

CBS-TV, from Hollywood (film) 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

“Dress in the Window” is the 
third: in the new series of half- 
hour vidpix sponsored by Schlitz 
on CBS-TV. As in the case of the 
initial episode, it provokes anew 
the question of what benefits are to 
be derived in switching from live 
dramatic fare to celluloid. 

When Schlitz abandoned live 
presentations, it also sacrificed a 
certain vibrancy and spontaneity 
inherent in most live fare as op- 
posed to film. On the other hand, 
there are obvious plusses in the 
form of added dimensions, scope 
of presentation and, perhaps most 
important of all, Hollywood-berth- 
ed personalities with marquee 


(Continued on page 40) 


B-M’s Sports Film 
Gets Spot Booking 


Bristol-Myers this week became 
the newest national advertiser to 
buy a television film series on & 
selective spot-booking basis. Drug 
firm signed with United Artists TV 
to bankroll a weekly 15-minute 
sports digest, titled “Sports Pa- 
rade,” in 22 markets chosen by the 
sponsor. Deal, for five years, was 
handled through Doherty, Clifford 
& Shenfield. 

Series is produced by Tel-Ra Pro- 
ductions, an indie Philadelphia 
firm. Bob Wilson will be commen- 
tator. Vidpix will cover the top 
sports events each week, inciuding 
| major league baseball, college and 
|pro football, this year’s Olympics. 
‘ete. Under the deal, UA-TV !as 
ithe right to sell the show in the 
|markets not covered by B-M but (0 
‘a non-competing sponsor only. 
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CTS IN EUROPE 





Major Studio Reps Meeting With 
Petrillo on Royalty Payments 


Hollywood, June 17. + 


ig “Sidhim’ production will | Court Releases Estate 
“yp ; rsday when reps | 3 
rms meet From Telefilm Deal 


aken on 
a firms meet with James | 
Hollywood, June 17. 


of the major 
M. Bruce Gilbreath, estate execu- 





C. Petrillo and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians exec board at | 
secret session to explore ways and 
means of handling the royalty pay- | 


ment setup when big a | 000,000 estate of late Margaret 
telefilming. | Bullock, for telepix production. He 

Studio toppers may be accompa~-| 4. hiz agent of daughter of de- 
nied by homeoffice execs In some | |,,+ment store founder, and claims 
cases but in any event it’s under-|they had entered secret deal 
stood firms will be repped at meet- whereby she would angel vidpix 
ing by men in a position to make/ series in Italy to tune of $350,000. 
a deal if discussions procéed that | 
far. Film firms recently advised | to icon ruled estate is not under 


union it didn’t want to delay too bligation to continue venture, 
much longer on a get-together for | obilg 


which secret overtures were made | 
some time ago. ‘ 


As result, Petrillo and the board Vidfilm Still 
came here after the AFM conven- | 
tion in: Santa Barbara instead om 
returning to their respective of- M h F 
No Match For 
éye y ° 
& 
Live TV: Miner 


fices. Whether the filmites will of- | 
No television film show is yet 


fer an alternative to present 5% 

fee is unknown but the exec board 

deliberations on possible revision 

of formula on spot commercials is 

seen as a possible indication of 

changes in the royalty structure 

which would make vidfilming more 
| able to compare in quality with live 
productions. That’s the opinion 
of Worthington L. (Tony) Miner, 
original producer of , CBS-TV’s 
“Studio One,” whose new “Curtain 
Call’ series preems on NBC-TV 

Friday night (20). 


attractive to majors. 
Miner, who switched from CBS 


sought to obtain $150,000 from $3,- 














(S-TV Vins 
In Foreign Marts « NBC last April, said that the 


NBC program execs offered him 

; : 3 : the opportunity to put his shows 
Forging another link in the in-| op fl. but “A Sainad down the 
ternational TV film chain, the CBS- | idea. Disputing the claims of vid- 
TV film sales department this week | film producers that they can turn 
wrapped up sales on three of its | out a show on the same budget that 


half hour vidfilm properties to the | jt would cost live. Miner said that 
Italian broadcasting system. Shows | ; 


include Gene Autry and “Range 
Rider,” both produced by Autry’s 
Flying A Enterprises, and “Files of | 
Jeffrey Jones,” a CBS-TV package. | 
Deal was set with Franco Pas- | half-hour dramas and his projected 
sigli. of the Societa Radio Audizi-| new hour-long series for NBC in 
ani Italia, who is now in N. Y. to| the fall will add two more dramatic 
purchase films for the broadcast | presentations to an already crowd- 
service, which is slated to launch | ed TV program lineup, Miner said 
operations in the fall. He said two|he hasn’t yet found any shortage 
Stations have been built and plans | of good material for TV. Within 
are in the works for an Italian net- ;a week after he signed his deal 
work. Contract calls for the prop- | with NBC, he disclosed, he had 15 
pte to take the air in Italy in | scripts in his hand. Major writing 
anuary, 1953. problem confronting TV today, ac- 

CBS-TV previously had sold its | cording to Miner, is that of getting 
Dolores Gray vidfilm series, “Hol- good adaptations. He has rounded 
iday in Paris,” to Radio Televisao | up what amounts to virtually his 
Paulista, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and|own writing stable for “Curtain 
that web, together with DuMont | Call.” with Michael Dyne and Mil- 
and NBC-TV, have been selling vid- , dred Cram having been inked for 
film properties to Mexican anda group of originals, and Elizabeth 
Cuban networks. Hart, Norman Lessing, Tom Mc- 
Morrow and Howard Merrill join- 
ing him in adapting the other prop- 


100 EDUC'L PIX READY "tes 'o bs sea 


dl Miner, who's ge with hav- 
INBRITANNICA SUBSID f,:10 ‘iesion ana Feicia Mon: 


First catalog of Encyclopedia 'tealegre, said he'll continue to be 
Britannica Films, released this|0n the leokout for new talent in 
week. offers a library arrangement | his NBC endeavors. He predicted 
aerelay over 100 of the educa-| that he’s already found one poten- 
—— pix would be leased to sta- (Continued on page 34) 
ons for unlimited use on an an- 
nual basis for flat rates. Three. 


casing 2s are also available, in- Arthur Davis to Europe 
> 4 special plan for ap- | 
| ‘Jo Hunt New Product 


plicants, 
Distribution is bei 
ASSOCiated Pong os handled by! arthur Davis, prez of Arthur 
ie sckatt oe a Mu-! navis Associates, foreign film. dis- 
owns the whole estan” Benton tributors, planes to Europe Friday 
just sold EBF's © setup. APS has! (20) for a six-week tour of the Con- 
series. $8 enact Great Americans”! tinent to hunt new product. He's 
Southwester er-hour biopix, to’ primarily on the lookout for action 
Kansas ity eat for WDAF-TV, | pix and melodramas. 
Cream for ‘Worv. North Pole ice | While abroad Davis also expects 
naa » Pittsburgh. |to pick up*some 26 feature films 
i. | which will be grooved on a by 
2 'the Foreign Films Theatre of the 
Fd Gruskin s Own Setup | Air. Latter is a new package pro- 
Ed Gruskin i : gram owned and prepared by the 
Official Films s checking out of | Foreign Films Movie Club, Inc. 
‘ to set up his own| Films Theatre of the Air, inci- 


anization : on" 
CAslreh a Will involve a dentally, has devised a new. method 


| makers cut corners. 
he said, they lose most of their 
effectiveness. 








org 


tion, Shuttling opera-| for presenting full-length foreign 
Gruskin jo; ‘features on TV. System calls for 
nine joined Official about! prints to be trimmed down to 55 


months ago. Prior to that he 


Was with th minutes plus use of a narrator, 

tion Ades 'e Economic Coopera-| which eliminates many of the Eng- 

Quarter 'nistration, with head-/! lish titles that are difficult to read 
~ an Paris. ion TV screens. 


tor, lost a court decision when he | to be found on the Continent and | Thor and Sydna Scott (Mrs. Thor) 


Superior Court Judge Victor R.\ and variety 


would be possible only if the film- | 
In doing so, | 


While his new NBC series “of | 








_ 


PLANG dO-HOUR 
LIBRARY AT S006 


NBC embarks on an_ unusual . 

|video venture next week, when Reynolds Returning To 
camera crews start grinding away | 
in the various European capitals. | 


New Financing Pattern Evolved 
In Ford's Deal for Col Telepix 


* Deal inked by Columbia Pictures 
last week for production of a se- 
ries of 30 half-hour telefilms for 

E f q x : vig anaes “ee further go een 

a developing nancing policy in 

The network has negotiated a dea! | urope or nirigue this new industry. Pact reportedly 

for the initial filming of 30 hours| _ Writer-producer-director ‘Shel- calls for Ford to pay*Col 75% of 

|of the top variety and novelty acts | 40n Reynolds and co-stars Jerome | the production cost of the pix in 
return for first-run rights in each 
market and an option for further 











| leave for Europe Thursday (19) to 


in England. ; 
| Start work on another series of 


ae , | runs. 

The | NBC backed production | «poreign Intrigue” vidpix. Budget for each pic is under- 
unit will steer clear of the comics | T P 
or ether major peragualities. | he second bundie of 39 half-! stood to be set at around $25,000. 


hour films to be lensed in Conti- | Col will own the negatives and is 
nental locals has again been op-' anticipating getting the remaining 
tioned by Ballantine Ale, which is | 25° of its production cost, plus a 
currently sponsoring the reels in| profit, from sales to other adver- 
its distribution area and handling | tisers (or to Ford on the options) 
the sales in other markets. after the initial playoff. 


| Rather, the. emphasis will be on 
trapeze acts, bicycle stunt riders, 
acrobats or the many other types 
of novelty acts found in niteries | 
spots for which the| 
| Continent is famous 








a2 Studio also has the prospect of 
_ Several members of the produc- subsidiary rights. This includes 
ing unit left for Europe last week | the possibility of distribution 


and the others shove off this week. 
NBC is investing upwards of $500,- 
000 in the project in a bid to bring 
some fresh programming elements 
into American video. 

With NBC’s Tom McAvity mas- 
terminding the acquisition of the 


abroad either in 35m for theatres 
| or in 16m for jackrabbit exhibition. 
| Col deal, set by the J. Walter 
| Thompson ad agency, which has 


CBS Scouts N.Y. 
+. 
Scene as Major the Ford account, is in contrast to 
Lever Bros. recent move. Latter 
. has decided to finance its own vid- 
new film library, the web mean- pix and in that way retain owner- 
while is blueprinting methods of Nn re | ship of negatives. Production will 


| integrating the projected 30 hours be let out merely on a contract 
|of entertainment footage into the | basis. 

| programmin tt . For e3 - - A 4 -ver Bros. i ‘ rg rj 
bays rere saa te out te eat: |film production its biggest hypo * he see a = he 9 ms os 
‘tiple uses and for reprises in dif-|t0 date. Web, which recently shut | only have the choice of continue 
se: prises in dif- | use of the films at no further cost 


\ferent formulas. N le wi | down all film production activities | (7... ie < 
| Rimed sets be iibearntad’ tate lies lon the Coast because of the high | '® ‘tse!f. but can sell them to other 
costs involved, has several project- | SPOMSors if it desires. In some cases 


| Ss , - j | j > q , j 
‘igmminute and 30-minvte. syndi, {ed dramatic shows in the works| the Outside sales may be made in 
leated shows for sale to local sta-|Whith it-would like to produce on | ;/0. "5.0 ©. by a i eeden me 
|tions, or processed as vidpix series, |{!™ and is now seeking estimates | ood yen he a de nul et ucts x 
| With an availability of 30 hours of from several N. Y. vidfilm produc- showings after I pots fir aon. 
lacts, it would make possible a/|¢!S to determine how film produc-| ° "71 “ti. Lense and th Ford 
|minimum of 60 half-hour shows, | ton costs would stack up against) 1... have their d nd bad 
land an unlimited number through | /ive Presentation. paleel* a6 tise: dos Gedeen one 
uw : ; ..| point: as far as sponsors are con- 
|a re-editing and shuffling of the won execs oud the ides et this cerned. In the former se, the 
| various segments. time is still in an exploratory stage | °O°0°0 ° adi Se Be 
= Pare |and does not mean that CBS-TV | @dvertiser gets an additional 25% 
Since no such extensive library | plans a wholesale shift of its live tied up in film product (and this 
| currently exists in this country, | dramatic properties to film pro-| ¢@9 run into a lot of money after 








CBS-TV may soon given eastern 








| NBC would even be in a position | quction. But. they pointed out, @ couple years of production). 
0 reap a rental service harvest. ‘there are certain shows which Also, it puts the advertiser into a 
llend themselves to film on the | ew and subsidiary business. That 


means headaches and problems, of 
which many businessmen feel they 
have enough already in their own 
line 

On the other hand, under the 
Ford-Col plan 75% as much money 
is spent and the advertiser has no 
residual rights after his first play- 
off. On that basis, if the sponsor 
wants to undertake the responsi- 
bility of becoming a pic producer, 
obviously 


| basis that they might need more 
jexterior sets than it’s possible to 


| : 
‘Runyon, Liberty Mag : ) 

_ provide for a live show. 
Files Stripped Clean | Among the properties on which 


bn web is seeking estimates from 
sdesy | eastern vidfilm producers is ‘‘Trou- 
In Mass Buys for Vidpix | ble in Tangiers’’ (tentative title), a 
Hollywood, June 17. | half-hour mystery adventure series 
Two mass literary purchases for Which is being primed for a fall 
telepix production were reported teeoff. pee eres that 
the ast week, with Howard Sponsors of some of the weds cur- Mt ; . 
Welech buying 8,000 yarns and ar-|rently-running half-hour — shows | the Lever — IS 
ticles penned by Damon Runyon) Would be eager to make the shift | ore pg jhe thie: 
for King Features Syndicate, and|to film, if CBS-TV proves that it) 
Lew Kerner nabbing more than | ¢4? bring the packages in on film 


serials published in Liberty maga- | Show. | 7 ay, 0 Ca ures nN 
zine from 1924 to 1950. | CBS-TV probably has more sit- 
Welsch plans “The Damon R n- | Uation comedies on film than any 9 » 
Pin: 4 vena te he in rolling in | its competitors, but within the | 
yon Fiaynouse, 8 last few months has been farming | 9 S - v4 é 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Report that Columbia intended 
to make features for television was 








| 





. | 
mage = ey ge eg ee | out production on even those 
ee ViGPIX | owns outright to indie producers on | 
| planned for this year. He estimates | the Coast. Among these is “Amos | 
| $7,000,000 is involved in Ooek, ote? Andy.” “Our Miss Brooks,” 
|all options are picked up. Harold | ,). : : k hich 

' Breacher, of William Morris agency | one cua te Souait ‘for ‘the denied by Irving pee yy studio 
| closed deal, and top freelance Pix | fall. will be done on. the outside, pti te = — a = 
| Stars from agency will appear in| aiong with “Life with Luigi” and | Pany Coes mor event time or in 
wi egin . | eal ure. a 

in 1953. plang to present on film. Briskin said Columbia’s TV plans 
| Kerner, who obtained properties are limited to the production of 
from Network Story Sales, will New DF&S System To jb less than horny ay 
make them available for TV and | Compiny’s recen eal wi e 
pix. He’s Coast rep for Motion Pic- 

tures for Television, but deal is on | 

| his own. tion offerec to outside players, 
writers and directors. None of 


Columbia’s contract personalities 
will be used. 


New system of trimming produc- 
/tion costs on TV film commercials 
was achieved this week by the 
| Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample 


Joe Clair to Europe jagency for Falstaff Beer, via re-' 
M sdmiy versing the usual process of syn- ; : mas 
As Emissary on Vidnix chronizing the audio portions of the | Boston Bank S Vidpix 
Martin Stone productions (Ka-| film with the video. Under the | . 
‘gran Corp.), making a major bid) new setup, the filming was not Series for WBZ-TV 
Boston, June 17. 


for TV film production business, done until all the audio had been 
will send Joe Clair, Stone’s chief recorded, making it pessible to vir- 
The First National Bank of Bos- 
concluded a deal with 


assistant, to Europe this week to/ tually edit the film in the camera 
line up production facilities. With and keep the lensing down to the ton has ; 
| several package ideas in the works, exact time of the spot—58 seconds. Snader Films for a series of Korda 
Clair will remain abroad as long, System was worked out by DF&S English pix for telecasting over 
as it takes him to set production | producer Frank Woodruff; Phil WBZ-TV. 
plans for each of the shows. «He | Davis, prez of Davis Musical Enter- Pix, which will be shown Sunday 
flies over. with Paris scheduled as| prises, and Martin Henry, producer nights starting next September, in- 
his first stopover. ‘of the Falstaff TV film spots for | clude two features which have not 
Stone now produces “Howdy | Video Varieties. New process, ac-, been previously released in New 
Doody” and tbe Gabby Hayes|cording to the trio, completely England, “Wonder Boy” and “The 
show. both aired on NBC-TV, and/eliminated the time-consuming Courtney Affair.” Also included in 
'“Author Meets the Critic,” on Du-! laboratory editing and made it pos- | the package are “Bonnie Prince 
Mort. Clair has been producing) sible to cut the cost for the spots Charlie.” “Seven Days to Noon” 
ithe Hayes show. jin half. ,and “Wooden Horse. 








’ Ford Motor Co. calls for 39 half- 
Cut Fi iim Com’! Costs 0." alse. with profit participa” 
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Madden Sees Cutback in Defense 
Spending Boon to TV as Ad Medium 


Cincinnati, June 17. 


Nation’s economic setup by 1954 
will provide television with its 
greatest opportunity as an adver- 
tising medium, when an anticipat- 
ed cutback of $20,000,000,000 in 
Government defense spending will 
force the need for increased con- 


sumer sales. That fact was graphi- | 


cally illustrated to members of the 
American Marketing Assn. here to- 
day (Tues.) by Edward D. Madden, 
NBC-TV sales and _ operations 
veepee. 

In the first address he has made 
before the AMA, Madden also: (1) 
Declared that new TV selling con- 
cepts, such as multiple participat- 
ing sponsorship, while important 
at this stage of TV’s development, 
will be “absolutely essential” when 
networks expand further; (2) cited 
the steady decrease in TV’s cost- 
per-thousand, compared with an 
increase for both magazines and 
newspapers; (3) 
generally-overlooked but highly im- 
portant factor of TV's cumulative 
audience, or audience turnover; (4) 
asserted that the “best unduplicat- 
ed media buy “an advertiser can 
make is the combination of radio 
and TV, and (5) argued that the 
accepted research method of com- 
paring sales in TV areas with non- 
TV areas now provides fallacious 
comparisons. NBC, for example, 
has switched to matching viewers 
against non-viewers in the same 
area. 

Citing the fact that the Govern- 
ment is expected to trim its de- 
fense spending from $60,000,000,000 
in 1953 to $40,000,000,000 in 1954, 
Madden said that American sales- 
men must sell 25% above present 
quotas to fill the breach effected 
in the nation’s economy. At the 
same time, he said, while indus- 
trial capacity to produce the goods 
will be available, there will be a 
marked shortage of salesmen. In 
addition, because most families are 
now sinking their extra funds into 
savings accounts, rather than buy- 
ing goods, marketing men will be 
up against an even more severe 
challenge. In view of these factors, 
Madden said, TV's ability to manu- 
facture sales in high volume and 
at low unit cost has appeared as if 
“in direct answer” to the market- 
ers’ most pressing problems. 

NBC veepee predicted that by 
1955 the country will have 600 sta- 
tions operating in 315 markets and 
reaching 32,000,000 homes. NBC, 
he said, realized several years ago 
that as TV circulation increased, 
costs would also increase, and so 
introduced the idea of selling seg- 
ments of one show to various ad- 
vertisers. Today, he said, 36 of the 


50 leading advertisers are using | 
some form of participating spon- | 
sorship, and 19 of the next 50 are | 


ditto. He cited various NBC video 
shows, such as the Kate Smith day- 
(Continued on page 40) 


CBS-TV's 7 Out Of 
10; Ratings Dip 


In one of the heftiest rating pay- 
offs yet snared by CBS-TV in the 
battle against the rival NBC video 
web's heavy emphasis on top-bud- 
geted comedy shows, the latest 
Trendex (for the first 





10 positions. NBC’s “Show of 
Shows,” usually high among the 
Top 10, was already off for the 
summer, but the lineup shows both 
“Colgate Comedy Hour” and “Al 
Star Revue” failing to crack 
through, while such comparatively 
modest-budgeters as CBS’ “What's 
My Line” copped fifth position. 
That the seasonal dip in viewing 
has already begun to make itself 
felt is indicated in the lower over- 
all ratings achieved by the 10 best. 
Following is the lineup, based on 
the Trendex” “popularity poll” in 
the 10 multiple-station markets 
surveyed by the rating service: 


I Love Lucy (CBS)..... 49.6 
Talent Scouts t(CBS)... 38.1 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 32.1 
Red Skelton (NBC) .... 31.8 


What's My Line (CBS)... 31.0 
Gangbusters (NBC) .... 29.7 
Texaco Theatre (NBC).. 28.0 
Big Town (CBS) ...... 27.8 
Tee wee (Ce) .....¢3 BA 
Strike It Rich (CBS)... 27.1 


+ 


emphasized the| 


week in| 
June) gives CBS seven of the Top 





Coy’s Solo Status 


When, on July 1, the TV 
cable links the southwest with 
the remainder of the video net- 
work circuits, there will, only 
be one non-interconnected sta- 
tion left in the entire country. 
That will be the Wayne Coy- 
Time operated KOB-TV in Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico. 

With KOB-TV lined up as 
one of the NBC entries for the 
Philco-sponsored political con- 
vention coverage, the network 
is doing a special kine job for 
Coy. These kine editions will 
be flown out from Chicago 
daily. NBC is having record- 
ing equipment at the Chi 
meets (so that the conventions 
can be preserved for the fu- 
ture), hence the one-station 
programming job won't entail 
too much of an outlay for the 
web. 


Sk Tih 
NBC for AM & TV 


NBC has negotiated a deal with 
the estate of the late Fannie Brice 
for acquisition of the rights to the 
Baby Snooks characterization for 
both radio and television. 

The network plans to restore the 
Snooks show as a ‘half-hour radio 
entry and as a 15-minute TV pro- 
gram five times a-week. NBC is 
currently on the prowl for a lead, 
with a strong possibility that Aud- 
rey Meadows, who has been on the 
“Bob and Ray” video show, will in- 
herit the Snooks role. 

NBC hopes to have the AM and 
TV entries ready by the fall. 








Foundation Sponsors 
Philbrick-Vogeler 
Anti-Commie Spots 


Hartford, June 17 

American Heritage Foundation 
is to press and release a series of 
eight WCCC spots by Herbert 
Philbrick and Robert Vogeler. The 
spots are currently being used in 
a get out and vote educational cam- 
paign by the local indie. They are 
anti Commie spots and will be re- 
leased to the nation’s radio sta- 
tions in early fall as part of a cam- 
paign to arouse nationwide voting. 
Cost to the foundation will be in 
the area of $10,000. 


In a letter to Paul Martin, skip- 
per of the station, John Arch 
Carter, director of radio and TV 
for the organization, said the spots 
will be retailored to one and one 
half and two minutes duration. 
WCCC is planning to use a series 
of spots by local dj’s, in the Vog- 
eler-Philbrick vein, to bolster its 
vote campaign. 


ROBERT HALL’S $75,000 
~ WMAQ, CHI, SPLURGE 


Chicago, June 17. 

| Robert Hall Stores are embrac- 
ing another NBC o.&o. with a 
heavy-budgeted saturation cam- 
|paign. Details were worked out 
here last week for a program and 
spot purchase on WMAQ, the Chi 
NBC station, wihch will run_ be- 
tween $75-100,000 and is similar 
to Hall’s schedule on WNBC, the 
web's Gotham anchor. 

Project, involving two 15-minute 
strips and the balance in spot an- 
nouncements, is set for a Sept. 1 
start. Taking part in the wrapup 
besides Harry Kopf, Chi NBC vice- 
prexy and Rudi Neubauer, WMAQ 
sales manager, were Ted Cott, 
| WNBC veep, and Jerry Bess and 
| Frank Sawdon, Rohert Hall vee- 
, pees. Sawdon also heads up the 
|agency on the account. 

Neubauer also peddled WMAQ's 








‘Stork Club’ as Sustainer 


’ CBS-TV’s “Stork Club,” which is 
being cancelled by Fatima cigarets, 
will be retained by the web as a 
half-hour Saturday evening entry. 

Show will move into the 7 to 
7:30 p.m. Saturday slot starting 
July 26, on a sustaining basis un- 
less the web succeeds in snaring 
another bankroller before that 
time. 


Miami Dailies In 
Fight Vs. B castrs 
Over TV Channel 


Miami, June 17. 
Filing of applications by two of 
| the top local AM stations for tele- 
vision permits this week with the 
FCC may spark a bitter contest be- 
| tween newspaper-owned aperations 
involved for channel 7. Applicants 
| were WQOA (ABC) owned by the 
Miami Heraid and WKAT (MBS) 
owned by Col, Frank Katzenstine, 
who applied for a channel 10 okay. 
Rival of the Herald group is the 
Miami Daily News owned WIOD 
(NBC), which applied previously. 
With Channel 2 assigned for 
educational purposes and Channel 
4 already being utilized by WTVJ, 
the three commercial frequencies 
for the area look to be heavily 
fought over what with other appli- 
cations coming up from other AM 
station owners in the Miamis. 
Probably leading the late bidders 








will be WGBS (CBS), the George | 


B. Storer-owned 50.000 watter. 

Katzenstine has his studios al- 
most ready and plans expansion to 
an account running over $1,000,000. 
He also revealed that he is set to 
begin shooting films designed for 
TV, joinine Ball Television Films 
and Van Ness Productions in that 
growing branch of video here, with 
other outfits-also on the scene and 
looking around for lively locations 
for studios. 

The Herald station revealed 
plans for construction of studios 
|and facilities at a cost of $1,500,- 
;000. WIOD in a previous state- 
ment, had quoted $11,250,000 as 
|their figured expenditures. 

All of it amounts to a glowing 
future for TV in the area, what 
with the forementioned studio-film 
|operations and the four channels 
|to be commercially run, as well as 
the two UHF channels for usage 
later on. Meantime WTVJ, Womet- 
co theatre owned, has expanded 
studios with taking over of the old 
Capitol Theatre, and currently is 
raking in the sponsor's coin, thanks 
to only-one-around-factor, for at 
least the next year. 


BLATZ IN ALTERNATE 
‘AMOS ’N’ ANDY’ PICKUP 


Blatz Beer this week notified 
CBS-TV that, with the start of the 
second 26-week cycle of films on 
“Amos ’n’ Andy” June 26, it will 
sponsor the show -on alternate 
weeks only. During the season 
just ending, Blatz was on weekly, 
bankrolling a repeat run of the 
| first Series of 26 films to round out 
ithe year. Weintraub agency han- 
dles the account. 
| Move reportedly does not con- 
stitute a budget trimming on the 
part of the brewery. Blatz is said 
to have been willing to continue 
on a firm 52-week basis, if CBS 
| could provide it with 52 new films 
| a year in the “A&A” setup. Since 
the web found it impossible to 
| turn out that many, Blatz cut back 
|on the time and is now looking 
| for a second video package to 
| bankroll. “A&A” is aired Thurs- 
| day nights at 8:30 on CBS-TV, and 








CBS claims it experienced no ad- | 


| verse viewer reaction on the re- 
' peat runs. 





'KOIN Buys Midtown Site 
For Portland TV Centre 


Portland, Ore., June 17. 

| Harry H. Buckendahl, veepee 
|}and. general manager of KOIN 
| here, announced purchase of a 
| half-block of downtown Portland 
property to further plans for the 


| football schedule for the upcom-| establishment of a television cen- 


|ing season to Miles Labs which 
| bankrolled the games last year. 
|The lineup of 10 top midwest 
| Sames will be gabbed by Tom Dug- 
gan. 


tre for KOIN-TV. 

_ Announcement foflows earlier 
information that KOIN is filing for 
Portland TV Channel 6 this 
month, 


The new station policy calls 


and George Gothberg. 





Cleveland, June 17. 


” Feeling disk jockeys have saturated the air waves, WJMO has 
dropped its diskers for a policy of music, news and special events. 
“It got to the point where if you gave an announcer five records 
to play, he became an expert on everything, said general man- 
ager Dave Baylor of the Cleveland indie. 


for at least four records to be 


played every 15 minutes, with announcers introducing the records 
with a minimum of gab. Commercials, too, are being cut to meet 
the station’s new policy of “more music, less talk.” 

In the changeover, the station dropped announcers Moon Mullins 
Joe Berg moves to the sales department 
Paul Nagel continues with his polka program, and also remaining 
are announcers Harley Lucas and Teddy Blackmon. 

“All stations have now begun to sound alike, as far as their 
presentation of music is concerned,” ( 
the announcers will never mention a record label; they’ll never 
“pitch”. for any one artist, and they'll pick their disks from 


said Baylor. He added that 


weekly tabulation of top recordings. The week's list will in- 
clude 50 top selections, which “will have to be play ed” regard 


| 

} a ea 

| of the artist. 
| carried through. 


The station’s news-on-the-hour policy also will bs 














| P&G Exits ‘Egg & I’ 


Procter & Gamble notified CBS- 
iTV this week that it is checking off 


| the web’s daytime soap opera, “Egg | 


| and IJ,” after the June 26 broadcast. 
| Show is aired cross-the-board from 
| 12 noon to 12:15 p.m., with P&G, 
as the only sponsor, bankroiling on 
| Tuesdays and Thursdays only. 
Cancellation order comes as a 
| surprise, since the soaper has been 
| hitting ratings in the 14s and 15s, 


| which put it high on the list of the | 


top 10 daytime shows. It’s expected 


i\that CBS will keep the show on| 


ithe air in hopes of snaring new 
| participating sponsors. 


Old Golds 56 For 
‘Fred Allen Quizzer 


Old Gold has just finalized its 
deal for sponsorship in the fall of 
|\the new Fred Allen radio and TV 
quizzer, “Two for the Money,” 
packaged by Mark Goodson and 
Bill Todman. It represents an ap- 
| proximate $25,000 weekly talent- 
| production tab for OG, with $10,- 
| 000 going into the filming of the se- 
ries. Taping and filming will be 
done ‘simultaneously, though not 
aired as a simulcast. 

With NBC-TV getting the nod for 
the series (in view of Allen’s ex- 
|clusive commitment 
work), there’s a strong possibility 
that the TV show will go into the 
Tuesday night at 10 slot. That 
would mean finding a new period 
for the Old Gold-sponsored “Origi- 
nal Amateur Hour” ‘(which now oc- 
cupies the 10 to 10:45 segment) 
and at the same time permit for 
restoration of “Amateur Hour” 
back to its original full-hour for- 
mat. 

Allen series will be filmed in 
New York, before studio audiences, 
same as applies to the. Groucho 
Marx show on the Coast. Since 
| Fire Dept. regulations forbid film- 
|ing in N. Y. 
“housing” situation which Good- 
son-Todman and NBC are still try- 
ing to hurdle. 


NCAA GRID’S 927, 











Chicago, June 17. 
| Just for the record, member in- 
| stitutions of the National Colle- 
| giate Athletic Assn. are practically 
unanimously rubberstamping the 





| football video plan for the coming | 


| season. With some schools still to 

be heard from, the vote in the 
NCAA referendum, at 185 for the 
plan and 15 against represents a 
92% endorsement. 

In view of the general increase 
in TV rates over a year ago, it’s 
considered likely the organization 
may readjust the fee formula for 
the 12-gamc package. Last season 
telecasts rights were figured at two 
and a half times the highest day- 
time hourly rate of the stations 
carrying the Westinghouse-spon- 
sored NBC-TV college grid sched- 
ule. According to Walter Byers, of 
the Chi NCAA office, the fee setup 
is being worked out by a steering 
committee, 





to the net-| 


Sterling Raps Lift-Freeze Critics; 
Sees Small Towns Safe, UHF a Buy 


Ocean City, Md., June 

| In a vigorous attack on critics of 
'the lift-freeze TV allocation plan, 
| FCC Commissioner George E. Ster- 
ling told thé Maryland-D.C. Broad- 
| casters Assn. here last week there’s 
no sound, basis for the complaints. 

While he didn’t mention his fel- 
low commissioner, Robert Jones, 
who has charged the plan favors 
large metropolitan areas at the ex- 
pense of the small communities, 
Sterling said he was “frankly per- 
|} plexed” at such a criticism. “lf 
there is any one aspect of the deci- 
tion which is not subject to crit- 
|icism,” he said, “it is the Commis- 
sion’s express recognition of the 
jinterests of smaller cities. The 
, television assignment plan spans 
|the length and breadth of the na- 
| tion, reaching into small and re- 
|}mote communities to provide them 
| With the potentiality for their own 
| local service.” 

Sterling pointed.out that under 
the plan, TV service is made pos- 
sible at 1,274 cities and towns, 892 
of which are assigned one channel 
and 176 are provided two channels. 
| “Compare this record,” he said, “to 
the AM broadcast service” in 1,359 
|cities, of which 971 have but one 
station and 199 have two stations. 
| Regarding criticism that mileage 
| Separations in the VHF band are 
|too wide, Sterling said, it would 
| have been necessary to reduce the 
| Separations “substantially” in or- 
|der to pick more than a few addi- 
| tional VHF stations. “And if we 
| did take such action,” he said, “we 
|; would be employing separations 
| below those necessary to insure in- 
| terference-free service. We would 
be right back in the ice age, flirt- 
ing with another freeze. The mem- 
ory of some men is, indeed, short.” 
The fact that criticism of the 
(Continued on page 34) 


Ken Murray, CBS 


} 
| 
} 








theatres, it creates a | 


Settle TV Dispute 


Ken Murray has settled his dif- 
ferences with CBS-TV, with a com- 
promise reached on his contractual 
obligations to the network. As a 
result Murray is slated to return 
to his Saturday night at 8 berth 
,the first week in September (still 
|fighting it out with NBC's “All- 
| Star Revue”). 
| Murray’s return, however, will 


COLLEGE B ACKING | el. neue ore ,.- pee > 


succeeded in grabbing off some of 
/Columbia’s major markets for its 
““All Star” showcase. Sponsorship 
of the Murray entry is also in a 
| State of flux, with Budweiser hav- 
|ing cancelled out in the wake of 
the Murray-CBS fracas. Columbia 
|execs, however, are hopeful that 


| the beer company will return, de- 


| spite the fact that it took a $2,000. 
|000 financial rap because of the 


| suds strike. 


It’s not definite, either, whether 
Murray returns as a half-hour or 
full hour, CBS having won the right 
to sell the show as either a 30-min- 
ute or full hour attraction. ‘(Murray 
originally balked at any sale less 
than the full 60 minutes.) 

Although CBS-TV wanted to pin 
Murray down to a 10-year deal, he 
insisted on a five-year arrangement 
on the basis that he didn't want te 
commit himself on program budg- 





ets so far ahead. A six-year coim- 


promise was agreed upon. 
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Open Season on Bing Bidding 


his is open season on the Bing Crosby TV sweepstakes, with 


practically everybody with a stake in video jockeying for his serv- 
ices, now that the Groaner has indicated that he “wants in.” It’s 


likely that whoever buys Crosby 


Chesterfield) will also get the TV commitment. 


for radio (he’s been aroppéed by 
Coca-Cola seems 


to be in the favored spot at the moment for the two-way spread. 
However, General Foods has entered the picture on behalf of 
its Jell-O product and is willing to splurge heavily on a major 


TV Crosby production to parallel 
tity with Jack Benny. Jell-O is 


in video its onetime radio iden- 
lacking a TV showcase for the 


fall, but Young &- Rubicam has indicated that the company will be 


back under “impressive auspices. 


” 


Meanwhile, the agency-network-overall trade contingents are 
awaiting the Crosby TV “premiere” Saturday night (21), when he 
does a 14%4-hour telethon with Bob Hope from the Coast on be- 
half of American Olympic Committee fund-raising. 





ABC-Admiral’s Deep in the Heart 
Of Texas’ Convention Cable Lament 


With the southwest “going cable” + 
and joining the rest of the video 
nation on July 1, the allocations 
picture once more accents the 
plight of ABC during its “marking 
time” period. Meanwhile the web 
waits and hopes that the FCC will 
speed up the United Paramount 
Theatres merger and thus give net- 
work a new lease on life. 

The southwest cable allocations, 
which are made on a quarterly 
basis, came through last week, giv- 
ing Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma City and San An- 
tonio an “interconnected network”’ 
status. ABC told its primary sta- 
tions in the southwest that it want- | 
ed no part of it on a live basis for 
the third quarter—July through 
September. It cost considerable 
coin to grab off the cable facilities, 
and CBS and NBC are better 
equipped with commercial rosters. 
ABC settled for one hour and 15 
minutes, including a half-hour Sat- 
urday morning commercial and the 
three 15-minute segments of the 
Kellogg-sponsored “Space Cadets.” 
‘(ABC loses the latter show to NBC 
in the fall.) 

To make matters tougher, ABC 
was rebuffed in its efforts to per- 
suade NBC and CBS to provide a 
pooled pickup of fhe Chicago con- 
ventions for the southwest mar- 
kets, with the individual webs fill- 
ing in their commercials, This 
would have permitted ABC to get 
its convention sponsor—Admiral— 
into Dallas. NBC and CBS nixed 
the request, feeling it would be a 
disservice to saddle their affiliates 
with a pooled feed since only about 
60° of what takes place on the 
convention floor is worth picking 
up (with the networks themselves 
programming the remainder with 
outside pickups). . \ 


Celanese Cancels 
ABC-TV Series 


Celanese Corp. has cancelled out 
on “Celanese Theatre,” the $35,000 
stanza on ABC-TV which drew top 
critical plaudits and an impressive 
list of awards. The acetate outfit 
had practically given ABC-TV, the 


Ellington agency and the William 
Morris office, which packaged it, 
the go-ahead sign, but the board 
of directors turned down the ap- 
propriation. Show exits after the 
June 25 telecast. 

Ellington, which considers the 
Series one of the hottest proper- 
ties around, continues to hold an 
Option on it. “Pulitzer Prize Play- 
house,” which Frigidaire had bank- 
rolled on alternate Wednesdays in 
the 10-11 p. m. slot, is also a Wil- 
liam Morris property, and ABC-TV 
has held on to the option for this 
hour-long dramatic show, following ! 
Frigidaire’s cancellation. 

While “Celanese” didn’t rack up 
aS potent a rating history as other 
hour-long dramas, it had a good 
impact from a prestige and mer- | 
chandising point of view. How-) 
ever, Colanese probably will stay | 
out of TY completely Rext ,season.| 











NBC’s Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver 


and 


CBS’ Hubbell 


Robinson, Jr. 
expound on Future Video 
Horizons 
in the upcoming 
7th Annual 


VARIETY 


Radio-Television Review 
and Preview 











Gen. Mills Deal 
Irks Some ABC 
Outlets, Reps 


ABC Radio’s upcoming pro- 
grams for General Mills, with the 
skein setting up “patchwork net- 
works” with regional feeds, split 
networks and local cut-ins, is draw- 
ing fire from some station opera- 
tors and station reps, who charge 
that it is cutting into their spot 
business. One rep estimated that 
“stations will lose about $2,000,000 
on this deal.” 

Those: griping raise three objec- 
tions; (1) that the stations aren’t 
getting paid for local cut-ins; (2) 
that one of the airers is in sta- 
tion time, rather than network- 
option time; and (3) that GM’s 
“Betty Crocker Show,” when it re- 
turns from hiatus in the fall, will 
be in three five-minute strips but 
paid for at the lower 15-minute 
rate. 

On the local cut-in question, ABC 
some time ago got many of its af- 
filiates to agree to forego payment 
for cut-in announcements. This 
was done to enable the web to get 
business of this kind, where a 
bankroller is plugging different 


(Continued on page 40) 


CBS Fishes for New 
Clients, Comes Up With 
Tuna Outfit for Godfrey 


In another. illustration of the 
new sponsor blood being attracted 
to television, CBS this week sold 
two quarter-hours of the Arthur 
Godfrey morning show for both 
AM and TV to the French Sardine 
Co., for its Starkist Tuna. Outfit 
will take over the 10:15 to 10:30 
segment of the show on a simul- 
cast basis two days a week, starting 
Sept. 2. 

With the top-spending video ad- 
vertisers, such as Procter & Gam- 
ble, Colgate, Lever Bros., the ciggie 
firms, etc., already committed to 
spending as much as they probably 
can in TV at this time, the net- 


(Continued on page-4Q), . ; 





TER HIT THE 


ROAD 





TOUGH BOYS 
IT ON AGENDA 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Harry Bannister “hit the road” 








last week—his first time out since 


moving into NBC as boss man of | 
the radio-television station rela- | 
tions setup. 


The story he'll have to tell to/| 
prexy Joseph H. McConnell and} 
exec veepee Charles R. Denny, 
upon his homecoming, should | 
probably make for “good listen- | 
ing,” for Bannister isn’t cutting | 
corners in his initial swing around | 
major affiliates. He's getting right 
to the “core” of matters, wanee | 
means bull sessions with Walter J. | 
Damm, of WTMJ, Milwaukee; P. | 
A. Sugg, of WKY in Oklahoma | 
City; Dean Fitzer, of WDAF in| 
Kansas City, George Burbach, of | 
KSD, St. Louis, and Hugh Hough, 
|of WOAT, San Antonio. 


| Nunabered among these are the | 
| so-called “astute” operators with- 
|in the NBC affiliate fraternity. It’s 
{been axiomatic around NBC that 
once you hurdle the Damm-Sugg- 
Burbach triumvirate and reconcile 
them to NBC’s thinking, both radio 
|and TV-wise, it represents a major 
| Stride toward crystallizing the fu- 
| ture happiness of the NBC affiliate 
| family. 

| The triumvirate was once a 
| quartet—when Bannister was still 
| flying the affiliate colors as general 
manager of WWJ (AM & TV) in 
| Detroit and he, along with the 
Damms, Suggs and Burbachs, was 
| telling NBC where to get off. But 
now the shoe’s on the other foot, 
so far as Bannister is concerned, 
and that’s what makes his current 
safari so intriguing. How the key 
affiliate boys react to the ex-sta- 
tion-man-turned-network-exec will 
have a bearing on the immediate 











future, with so many crucial issues 
at stake, both from the standpoint | 
of radio and television alike. 

Within the next couple of | 
months the NBC radio affiliates | 
will be asked to fall in with CBS’ | 
projected lead in effecting a dras- | 
tic downward revision of the night- 
time rate structure (best guess is | 
that it'll be 40 to 50%). Twice be- 
fore NBC initiated overtures to- 
ward a “reappraisal of radio,” and 
on both occasions the network was 
rebuffed by the affiliates. Still 
licking its wounds, NBC is now 
letting CBS chart the way—and 
will fall in line. 


It’s the Damms, the Suggs, the 
Burbachs, et al., who represent the 
TV affiliate backbone of NBC’s fa- 
cility-happy video empire. These 
are the boys who must be whipped 
into line in the radio rate slash 
crisis. What Damm, Sugg, Bur- 
bach & Co. say about radio is of 
vital concern to NBC and its fu- 
ture stake in the TV sweepstakes. 
To antagonize them on the AM 
side is to court the ill favor of 
three of the juiciest affiliate TV 
plums among the nation’s one-sta- 
tion markets. These are the kind 
of stations that gave NBC its envi- 
able and unmatched status in 
broadcasting. NBC needs them 
even more than it cares to admit. 


By bringing in Bannister to mas- 
termind the web's future stations 
relations, NBC hopes that, by vir- 
tue of the fact that Bannister 
speaks and understands the lan- 
guage of the affiliate station opera- 
tors, the road ahead will be a less 
bumpy one. It’s no.longer a se- 
cret, however, that some of these 
| key affiliate members are resentful 
|of this NBC strategy. Some even 
| feel that Bannister in changing al- 
‘legiance has sold them down the 
|river. As one of them put it: 
|“The fun is just beginning.” 


WABD’s 2436 Billings 


WABD, DuMont’s N. Y. flagship, 
wrapped up $243,600 in annual bill- 
ings during the last week in May 
for a new single week's record. 

According to station manager | 
Richard E. Jones, the contracts rep- 











resent all new business and range 





ticipations. 
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Radio-TV Directors Win Some Key 


Demands, But Yield on Others; Gain 
National Recognition; End ‘Kickbacks 





Symposium On 
TV’s Most Controversial 
Subject 


Live Vs. Film 
Programming 


* * * 


another feature 


of the 7th Annual 
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GE's ‘Who's On 
First?’ Lament 
In Show Shifts 


Confusion which had been tying 
up the General Foods sponsorship 
picture on CBS-TV for the last 
month or so was straightened out 
this week, with a switch of “Our 


Miss Brooks” from the originally- 
planned Monday night period in 
the fall to Friday nights, and the 
probability that a video version of 


“Life with Luigi” will take over | 
| written for each category. 
| Managers are now to be called 


the Monday night time then. 
Reason for the confusion lay in 


14-21% pay hike contract 
set by the Radio-Television Direc- 
tors Guild and» the AM and TV 
networks (ABC, NBC, CBS, 
DuMont and Mutual) gives the 
union some longstanding key de- 
mands, although not all that the 
meggers had been fighting for. 
Chief among the RTDG gains are 
national recognition, specific job 
definitions, the eight-hour day for 
associate directors and floor man- 
aane, and elimination of the “kick- 
ack.” 


“Kickback” was the practice of 
reducing a staff director’s salary 
when he also got fees from a com- 
mercial show. However, the webs 





continue to have the right to take 
|a director off staff if his income 
|from commercial shows exceeds his 


Staff salary. 

Although the guiJd had been de- 
manding a national contract, which 
would mean that what was won 
for N. Y. meggers would also go 
for the webs’ other owned-and-op- 
erated outlets, it got “national rec- 
ognition and a national guild 
shop.” This means that the RTDG 
will be able to bargain for the 
other o-and-o stations when it is 
certified as bargaining agent for 
each by the NLRB. 

Granting of the eight-hour day 
for associates and floor managers 
in TV permits them to make over- 
time extras, not after putting in 
a 40-hour week (as in the past), 
but after working eight hours in 
any one day. This ends the situa- 
tion of an associate director work- 
ing 12 or more hours without col- 
lecting overtime if his total for 





the week was under 40. 
Specific job definitions were 
Floor 


the fact that the GF products | floor directors, Operations direc- 


plugged in both slots are repped 
by two agencies—Benton & Bowles 
and Young & Rubicam. Y&R had 
bought “Brooks” for the fall with 


the intention of slotting it Mondays | 
at 9:30 p. m.. which is the time | 
now occupied by “Claudia.” Agency | 


let its option drop on the latter 
show, however, when it failed to 
reach renewal terms with author 
Rose Franken and so gave up the 
Monday night period for the sum- 
mer. It was at that point that B&B 
moved in for two other GF prod- 
ucts, sewing up the Monday night 
time for both the summer and fall 
and forcing Y&R to move its busi- 
ness to Fridays. 

Under the new setup, the Mon- 
day night show fog the summer will 


(Continued on page 40) 


Garry Gets Crew-Cut 
Format as CBS Shifts 
Its Aft. TV Schedule 


With a number of sponsors hav- 
ing checked off Garry Moore’s day- 
time CBS-TV show dyring recent 
weeks, the web decided definitely 
this week to trim the show from 
its present hour format to a half- 
hour cross-the-board in the fall. 
As a result, the web has rear- 
ranged considerably its afternoon 
program schedule for the start of 
the new season. 

Moore’s show, aired from 1:30 
to 2:30, will be cut back to the 1:30 
to 2 strip. “Double or Nothing” 








| tors, who are employed at NBC-TV 


and CBS-TV (the category doesn’t 

exist now at DuMont and ABC- 

TV) will be interchangeable with 
(Continued on page 40) 


(BS to Segal: 
‘Come on Over’ 


With Celanese cancelling out of 
its Wednesday night ABC-TV dra- 
matic series (see separate story) 
producer-director Alex Segal may 
switch allegiance to CBS-TV. With- 
in several hours after word of the 
cancellation leaked out, Segal got 
a hurried call from CBS-TV pro- 
gram chief Hubbell Robinson, Jr., 
to sound out his availability. 

Although assigned to the Cela- 
nese showcase, which is a William 
Morris package, Segal is still under 
contract to ABC. Whether or not 
he makes the move will depend on 
his resolving that commitment. 

Segal was widely kudosed with 
an assortment of awards for his 
Celanese chores during the past 
season. 


CBS CAUGHT BETWEEN 
TWO LEVER AGENCIES 


CBS-TV is stymied on program- 
ming its 7:45 to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday evening segments 
(vacated by Fatima’s “Stork Ciub” 





goes from 2 to 2:30 Mondays,| show) because of the dual agency 


Wednesdays and _ Fridays, 


Campbell Soups sponsoring, and 


with | identity. 


Lever Bros. bought the 
two 15-minute strips, with J. Wal- 


the web may ‘extend that to a ter Thompson imheriting them to 


the other two days. 


Chlorodent tooth- 


Procter &!| paste product. JWT is putting in a 


Gamble will hold the 2:30 to 2:45 Patti Page musical stanza. 


“Guiding 
current 


Light,” 
“First 


strip with 
placing its 


re- 


However, in the fall, McCann- 


100 | Erickson falls heir to the two pe- 


Years,” with the Mike (Wallace) & | riods, with Lever switching over 


from 2:45 to 3. 


| Buff (Cobb) show probably going | to plugging Pepsodent and Shadow 
| Wave. That will mean a change 


Art , Linkletter’s “House .Party’’| of shows. McC-E execs are eyeing 


then picks up at 3 p. m- 


Latter|a John Masterson program called 
from single announcements to 52-| show. which will double in radio} “Solo Performance” — a one-man 
week schedules on spots and par-|and'TV, has already been sold to|' show. But as yet nobody's been 
| Pillsbury and Lever Bros. ; 


'pacted for. the series. 








| 
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Pitt Freeze Claim Won't Balk FCC 


~ TV Grants But High Court Test Seen 





Washington, June 17. + 


Filing of the first court case 
last week, testing the legality -of 
the allocation plan, could conceiv- 
ably result in holding up all TV 
permits under the lift-freeze as- 
signment table. But it’s consid- 
ered doubtful here that the courts 
could act in time to prevent the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion from handing out grants after 
July 1, as planned. 

Actually, it’s believed, new TV 
stations will probably be on the 
air before a final decision by the 
Supreme Court is handed down. 
It’s taken for granted that, how- 
ever the U. S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit (in Philadel- 
phia) acts on the petition brought 
by radio station WWSW in Pitts- 
burgh, the case will go to the high- 
est tribunal. That means, lawyers 
estimate, that a final determination 
is nearly a year off. 


Should the lower court rule in 
favor of WWSW and remand the 
Pittsburgh allocation to the FCC 
for reconsideration, as requested, 
the Commission, it’s learned, will 
ask for a stay of the status quo 
while it fights the case to the Su- 
preme Coyrt. The courts usually 
grant such requests. 

However, it’s pointed out in FCC 
legal circles, -the effect on the al- 
location plan will depend on how 
the lower court rules. The peti- 
tion does not challenge the entire 
allocation plan. But it asks “that 
the court rule and determine that 
the grounds stated by the Commis- 
sion for denying the allocation of 
Channel 4 to Pittsburgh or Brad- 
dock are improper as a matter of 
law, and that the court remand to 
the FCC the matter of the assign- 
ment of Channel 4 to Pittsburgh 
or Braddock, with instructions that 
by appropriate proceedings the 
FCC redetermine on the basis of 
cogent reasons particularly related 
to the provisions and purposes of 
the Communications Act of 1934 
whether or not Channel 4 may be 
assigned to Pittsburgh or Braddock 
and that the Commission publish 
its findings, conclusions and order 
in the premises.” 

Chain Reaction? 

Nevertheless, Commission law- 
yers concede, a change in the Pitts- 
burgh allocations (to provide an- 
other VHF channel) would have a 
chain reaction which would affect 
the entire allocation plan. Even 
UHF assignments would be effect- 
ed, it’s pointed out, because the 

(Continued on page 50) 


Musical Format 


For Mutual Web 


Julius Seebach, WOR (N. Y,) 
program topper who has just taken 
over as Mutual’s program veepee, 
is giving the network a musical 
format seven nights a week. All 
replacements fer the MGM Radio 
Attractions features taking a sum- 
mer hiatus are musical. Some of 
the MGMRA shows—those which 
were on the air before their MBS 
run and which are co-ops on Mu- 
tual—are staying on through the 
summer, while the others will re- 
turn in the fall. 


New airers are “Jazz Nocturne,” 
with Sylvan Levin conducting. 
plus Jean Tighe and the Mac & 
Jack Singers, at 8 p.m. Monday 
vice “Woman of the Year”; “Jim- 
my Carroll Show,” with guest 
femme chirpers and Emerson 
Buckley orch, going 8 p.m. Tues- 
day for “Black Museum”: “Music 
for a Half-Hour,” also with Car- 
roll, spelling the first half of “Mu- 
sical Comedy Theatre” Wednes- 
days at 8 p.m.; Buckley’s “Sym- 
phonie Strings,” a longhair show. 
vice “Adventures of Casanova” 
Thursdays at 8; and Levin's “Con- 
certo Festival,” subbing “Maisie” 
Fridays at 8. On Saturdays and 
Sundays the web already has a 
heavy musical diet. 

Summer replacement for the 
second half of “Musical Comedy 
Theatre,” 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
is “Great Day Show,” an audience 
participationer originating from 
armed services camps and emceed 
by John Reed King. 

Bs cceasnaes ncaa start week of June 








Helen Keane Exits MCA 


Helen Keane, acting head of day- 
time TV guestshot department at 
Music Corp. of America, left the 
firm last week. She had been with 
the office several years, having 
started as a secretary. 

Miss Keane’s exit follows fairly 
closely on the departure of four 
others in the tele sector. Dave 
Susskind, Tony Ford, Stan Scott- 
land and Milton Gellman were let 
out two weeks ago. 

Miss Keane gave notice to the 
firm sometime ago, inasmuch as 
she’s a recent mother. 


Vet WOR Dept. 
Execs Dropped 
In MBS Reorg 


First batch of pink slips at WOR, 
N. Y¥., was handed out last week 
in the wake of the consolidation of 


WOR and Mutual operations. It’s 
estimated the payroll will be cut 
10%, with the integration process 
expected shortly to bring the Don 
Lee and Yankee setups more close- 
ly under the MBS wing also. 

Among those dropped were A. R. 
(Dick) Connell, who had headed up 
WOR personnel department for 
many years, and John Daly, supply 
manager, whose staff was also 
lopped. Robert Blake, publicity 
director, who had been with the 
outlet for 13 years, resigned fol- 
lowing differences on the integrat- 
ed setup. Biake would have re- 
ported to Francis X. Zuzulo, pub- 
licity director for the web. Blake 
originally was in the WOR con- 
tinuity department and moved into 
its press department in 1945, taking 
over the reins in 1947. 

In almost all cases where there 
was duplication between WOR and 
MBS jobs, the WOR staffers are 
reporting to the Mutual department 
heads. As a general policy, the 
chain is trying to have MBS and 
WOR personnel working together 





| so that the local staffers will learn 


the network phase of the opera- 
tions and vice versa. 

The setup as it has evolved is 
different from that obtaining at 
other skeins, in that WOR is not 
headed up by a, general manager 
like the other webs’ owned-and- 
operated outlets. WOR depart- 
ment chiefs are under their MBS 
counterparts, rather than reporting 
to a WOR topper. Head of the 
combined WOR-MBS organization 
is William Fineshriber, Jr., MBS 
exec V.p. 


ROGERS, ‘HIT PARADE’ 
SWAP NIGHTS ON NBC 


Both General Foods and Lucky 
Strike are swapping nights on NBC 
for their radio entries, with GF 
moving its Roy Rogers show from 
8 p.m., on Friday to the same time 
segment on Thursday, starting in 
the fall. At the same time Lucky 
Strike shifts the Guy Lombardo 
“Hit Parade” stanza from Thurs- 
day night at 10 to Friday at 8. 

Latter fhove will permit for 90- 
minute sequencing of musical at- 
tractions in a bid by NBC to give 
Friday night a pop flavor. The 
scorecard will thus read: “Hit Pa- 
rade” at 8; Mario Lanza (sponsored 
by Coca-Cola) at 8:30, and Mere- 
dith Willson at 9. 

Thursday night at 10 goes on 
the “availability list.” 








Gray’s Europe Jaunt 


Sealy Mattress 
Bros. Stores have picked up the 
option on Barry Gray's WABD, 
N. Y., tele news strip for another 
13 weeks. 

Gray is taking a vacation of al- 
most six weeks to visit Europe. 
He'll be away from his tele post 
after the July 4 airing, returning 
Aug. 25. He’ll be absent from the 
radio show on WMCA, N. Y. from 
July 6-Aug. 20, returning from 
abroad in time to play himself in 
a short stint for the Lester Cowan 
pic, “Main Street to Broadway.” 


Fre WHAM-TV set an 


and Michaels 


WHAM Whams Over 
‘ Blood Donor Drive To 
Mark Third. TV Anni 


Rochester, N. Y., June 17. 

WHAM-TV here celebrated its 
third anni in an unusual way, and 
as a result the American Red Cross 
is richer by 23,051 pints of blood. 

William Fay, station manager, 
bypassed the usual kind of anni- 
versary ceremonies and fetes for 
something that would point up the 
public service potentials of the op- 
eration. He chose a campaign for 
blood for the local Red Cross chap- 
ter, which was moving into the 
slack summer season. 

Using its own facilities, since the 
local press completely avoided the 
imtial 
quota of 3,000 pints, which was 
quickly passed a week before the 
birthday, and a new figure of 10,- 
000 pints was set. Final collection 
was 23,051—and the grand total is 
expected to hit 25,000, after all the 
pledges are recorded. Climax of 
the drive was a telecast from a 
local hospital in which WHAM-TV 
showed a patient getting a pint of 
the blood which had been contrib- 
uted that morning at WHAM-TV’s 
Radio City. 


CBS-TV Affiliates 
In Permanent Org 


Formation of a permanent CBS- 
TV Affiliates Advisory Board 
marks another step in CBS’ com- 
plete split-down-the-middle  be- 
tween radio and TV. CAAB, which 
has been in existence for a num- 
ber of years, will henceforth con- 
fine its activities to AM only as 
part of the CBS Radio net, with 
the new organization, comprising 
video affiliates only, devoting its 
work specifically to TV. 

Spurring creation of the TV 
group, E. K. (Jack) Jett, veepee of 
WMAR-TV, Baltimore, this week 
named a five-man interim commit- 
tee comprising general managers 
of five CBS-TV basic affiliates to 
serve until a permanent advisory 
board is selected by the web’s affil- 
iates. Group is designed to help 
present affiliate prohlems better 
to top CBS-TV execs and to ob- 
tain their aid in affiliate problems. 

Members of the interim commit- 
tee were selected on the basis of 
geographic representation. Under 
present plans, the stations in each 
geographic district will select a 
single representative to the board 
each year, with the board huddling 
with web officials in N. Y. several 
times annually. Interim commit- 
tee comprises: 

Philip C. Laskey, KPIX, San 
Francisco; Clyde W. Rembert, 
KRLD-TV, Dallas; James C. Han- 
rahan, WEWS, Cleveland; Glenn 
Marshall, Jr., WMBR-TV, Jackson- 
ville, and Jett. Marshall, inciden- 
tally, had represented his district 
on the radio CAAB. He has re- 
signed from that group to join the 
video committee and a successor 
to fill out his unexpired CAAB 
term is to be elected soon, 


Richards as Fellows 
Chief Aide on NARTB 


Washington, June 17. 

Robert K. Richards, public af- 
fairs director of the National Assn. 
of Radio and TV Broadcasters, will 
become assistant to the president 
of the association, effective July 1. 
Announcement of the appointment 
was made by prexy Harold E. Fel- 
lows at a one-day meeting last 
week of the NARTB radio board. 
Richards will continue his public 
affairs post. 

Fellows also announced that the 
staff of the station relations de- 
partment will be expanded by one, 
permitting inereased services to 
TV members and providing for the 
opening of a West Coast office in 
San Francisco. 


Serutan ‘Life Begins’ Show 


Serutan this week bought 
DuMont’s “Life Begins at 80” on 
a special eight-week summer deal, 
starting July 11. Show moves into 
the Friday night at 9 period, now 
occupied by “Down You Go,” 
which was recently dropped by Old 
Golds. DuMont has not yet de- 
termined where to slot the latter 
program, 

“Life” is a Barry-Enright Pro- 














ductions package, 





NARTB Ready to Spur FM Promotion, 
Claim Stations Must Take Initiative 





Burr Lee Vice Woollen 


Chicago, June 17. 
Burr Lee, who has been with 
the network since the split from 
NBC, has been appointed acting 
program director for ABC’s Chi 
division. 
He fills the berth vacated by 


Dick Woollen who resigned to join! 


KTTV, in Los Angeles. 


AFRA Stand-In 
Crackdown As 
‘Conflicts’ Mount 


National Board of American 
Federation of Radio Artists has 
reaffirmed a 1948 ruling requiring 
actors to hire stand-ins when they 
have a conflict in rehearsal periods. 
Board stressed that violators would 
be subject to disciplinary action. 
Membership meeting of the N. Y. 
local, however, expressed doubt on 
certain fringe questions and asked 
the board to clarify some of the 
interpretations. 

Rule was originally passed as a 
“spread-the-work” 
prevent a popular few actors from 
doing a great deal of work at the 
expense of others. It was also 
designed to end the practice of di- 


rectors having some actors read 
the lines of absent thespers who 
were working on other jobs. Rule 
said that whenever there is a con- 
flict of 15 minutes or longer, the 
actor has to hire a stand-in at the 
minimum rehearsal fees. 

As interpreted, directors can 
“rehearse around” an absent actor 
if his part doesn’t figure in the 
segment the director wants to run 
through. But if the director wants 
to do an absent Afran’s role, the 
sub must be hired. 


Working out of the rule has re- 
sulted in some annoyances in vari- 
ous quarters, with violations com- 
mitted knowingly and unwittingly. 
In some cases, the director, to do 
an actor a “favor,” would tell him 
not to bother getting a stand-in. 
Some directors who are also mem- 
bers of AFRA feel they should be 
able to do the pinchhitting. It was 
generally agreed that at the first 
reading, not before the mikes, it 
would be okay for the director to 
do the reading for an absent per- 
former. 

Some of the other borderline 
eases that were raised concerned 
singers and announcers. In those 
two cases, it was felt, special condi- 
tions make the rule inapplicable. 
However, announcers who are nar- 
rators, should come under the rule, 
it was argued. ’ 

These and other facets of the 
question are being re-examined, 
with the national board reported 
to feel that the basic principle 
should be more strictly enforced. 


WHDH Pacts Ilka Chase 
To Cover Chi Politicos 


Boston, June 17. 

Ilka Chase has been pacted by 
WHDH, Boston radio indie, for 
special feature coverage of the po- 
litical conventions next month in 
Chicago. She’s the first femme 
personality to be inked for the po- 
litico meets and joins the roster of 


other special commentators being 
set by the networks, such as Bob 
Hope for NBC and Roger Price for 
ABC. 








Miss Chase, in special interviews 
slanted for the distaff side of poli, 
tics, will be aired in a cross-the- 
board series on WHDH. She plans 
to spotlight talks with femme dele- 
gates, candidates’ wives and other 
women at the meets. Her show is 
in addition to WHDH’s minimum 
of five quarter-hour news reports 
daily from the conventions geared 
t6 special New England interests, 
which are being sponsored by the 


|New Haven Railroad. 


principle, to} 


+ Washington, June 17, 


Convinced that its formula of 
broadcaster-manufacturer coopera. 
tion for selling FM is a “proven 
product,” the National Assn. of 
Radio and TV Broadcasters is now 
ready to extend its promotion of 
the medium on a broader basis, 
But the initiative must come from 
the stations. 


The group’s test campaigns in 
North Carolina and District of Co. 
lumbia, carried en in cooperation 
with the Radio-TV Manufacturers 
Assn., says NARTB, “is credited 
with selling more than 9,000 new 
FM-equipped receivers.” A fourth 
campaign in New York state (ex. 
clusive of Manhattan) is now in 
progress. 


According to John H. Smith, Jr, 
NARTB’s FM director, the test 
campaigns proved beneficial to ra- 
dio generally as well as FM. Dis. 
tributors ‘in North Carolina, he 
says, reported an upturn in radio 
sales in a normally slow month, 
And in Washington, retail radio 
sales increased while other appli- 
ances dropped as much as 35% 
from the previous year’s sales. 


the campaigns “had a healthy ef. 
fect in turning dealer attention 
back to radio potentials in tele- 
vision markets.” 

It will now be up to other states 
to show that there is a “community 
of interest” in FM between broad- 
casters and distributors before 
NARTB and RTMA go further with 
set promotion. 


“Conditions in each market now 
become the primary factor,” ex. 
plains Smith. “There must be a 
sound sales reason for FM through- 
out the area involved and a uni- 
form interest by the FM stations 
in that area in telling their own 
FM stories. Radio listeners in the 
area must be able to get either 
more program choices or greater 
hearability on an FM-equipped re- 
ceiver.” 


New campaign areas can be as- 
sured of adequate supplies of FM 
sets, James D. Secrest, general 
manager of KTMA, promises. 


NARTB has a waiting list of 20 
areas desirous of all-industry par- 
ticipation in FM promotion. These 
are Alabama, the Tri-State Missis- 
sippi River area, New York City, 
Florida, Chicago and northern Il- 
linois, San Antonio, Philadelphia, 
eastern Ohio, Boston, Michigan, 
Georgia, Iowa, Kentucky, Cleve- 
land and South Carolina. 


CBS-TV Comics 
Play Tandem Time 


CBS-TV is giving its stable of 
comics double duty this summer, 
in order tO pad out its program 
schedule until the fall season 
starts. Both Steve Allen and Al 
Pearce, for example, were set for 
new half-hour nighttime shows this 
week, and Garry Moore had pre- 
viously been announced as star of 
a new half-hour nighttime quiz 
show, which he’ll handle in addi- 
tion to his regular cross-the-board 
daytime airer. 

Allen, emcee of the web’s “Songs 
for Sale,” doubles into a new half: 
hour show, which takes over the 
alternate-week Thursday night at 
8:30 period. Time has been vacated 
by Blatz Beer, which cut back on 
its sponsorship of “Amos ’n’ Andy” 
from a weekly to a skip-a-week 
basis. Pearce, meanwhile, who'll 
start a new morning strip on the 
web next week, will also have an 
alternate Thursday night show at 
8. That’s the period being vacated 
by Ronson, with its “Star of the 
Family” show. Burns & Allen for 
Carnation Milk, continues on the 
alternate Thursday night at 8 slot 
through the summer, and then 
_— to a weekly routining in the 
a ° . 


GF Exits B’fast Club’ 


General Foods has cancelled out 
of ABC Radio’s “Breakfast Club, 
bowing off June 27 at the end of 
its 52-week contract. 

Sponsor is in the first quartet 
hour, 9 a.m., of the Don McNeill 
stanza, Agency is Young & Rubi- 
cam, 
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NUE SNOOPERS VS. HOOPERS 








~'TVas News Incubator 


Radio and television are projecting themselves importantly into 


the 
are so sensitive to the ability of 
conterences. 
the material for several Monday 


political picture—one of the reasons why the daily newspapers 


video to scoop the press on news 


On Sunday ~-(15), for example, tele shows provided 


morning Page 1 headlines. 


On CBS-TV’s “Man of the Week” series, Sen. Robert A. Taft 


said that he expects an edge of 


D. Eisenhower on the first ballot in the GOP convention. 


150-200 ballots over Gen. Dwight 
And 


asked whether he would run again if he lost the nomination, Taft 


replied that “three strikes are ou 


front pages. 
Taft and Sen. Estes Kefauver 


t,’a statement that also made the 


engaged in a debate on NBC’s 


simulcast “American Forum of the Air” the same day, which also 


provided the politicorrespondents 
Kefauver and his family were 
Ring” the same day. 


with good copy (see review). 
lensed on NBC-TV’s “Hats in the 


Tennessee solon’s eldest daughter, Linda, 


was confined to the house with the mumps, but the cameras shoot- 
ing the family in the Kefauver backyard occasionally panned to a 
second story window where Linda smiled despite a swollen face. 














McConnell Calls on 


aimee 


Nation's Jurists, 


Lawyers to Fight Against TV Ban 


Wrightsville Bch, N.C., June 17. + 


Television cameras should be ad- 
mitted to public hearings wherever 
the public is admitted, NBC prexy 
Joseph H. McConnell declared here 





Byron’s ‘Mr. D. A.’ Exit 


Ed Byron, who for 13 years has 
been almost synonymous’ with 


last week in urging the nation’s | “Mr. District Attorney,” yesterday 


judges and attorneys to tess their 
weight into the fight to oppose re- 
strictions on TV. Speaking before 


(Tues.) severed his connection with 
the series, currently on ABC and 
ABC-TV. Phillips H. Lord owns 





the North Carolina Bar Assn., Mc- | the title. 


Connell, who is himself an attor- | 


ney, told the legalites: 
if we want to strengthen it, we will 


with the truth. 


ple must be protected from real- | 


If we feel that peo- | 


Byron has set up his own pack- 


;partments across the country. 





ity, that they cannot be trusted to/| 


govern themselves, then we ‘na Pauley s KLAC-TV 


keep the truth from them. And 
the best way of keeping the truth | 
from them is to bar TV—because 
it is the truth.” 


certain proceedings involving na- 





| season or the following year. 


} 
i 





j aging firm, with his first major) vue.” For the first time since the 
“If we believe in democracy and {| property, “Fire Fighters,” being | William Morris agency set up its 
projected for an AM-TV spread) “one 
not be afraid of arming the people | with the co-operation of fire de- | stars into the NBC studios, with a 


RADIO-TELEVISION  38i_ 





NBC REVERSAL ON 
LONG-RANGE DEALS 


From here on in, the policy at | 
NBC is to soft-pedal those con- 
tractual commitments binding top 
personalities to longterm exclusivi- 
ties. One thing is definitely estab- | 
lished — there will be no more 
“cushioning” of those upper-brack- | 
et pay checks designed to ease the | 
tax burden of stars who can guar- | 
antee top Hoopers and Nielsens. | 


The new edict, it's reported, | 
comes from the David Sarnoff- 
Frank Folsom command at the 
RCA parent company on the basis 
that such deals can only invite 
trouble from the D. C. Internal 
Revenue sleuths—plus the attend- 
ant hazards of a fickle viewing au- 
dience that may embrace a differ- 
ent brand of favorites come next 





Armed with trade press clippings 
of such contractual maneuvering 
in the past, Internal Revenue 
snoopers were reported doing some 
“on the spot” checking last week 
to determine if everything was 
above board. 

Meanwhile, NBC-TV has been 
engaged in recent weeks in reap- 
praising its vast stable of talent 
with an eye toward solidifying its 
star-rotating showcases, particular- 
ly the Colgate “Comedy Hour” and 
the Saturday night “All Star Re- 





| 


way only” beltline of top 





| virtual freezeout of the competing 


networks, last week saw the te 


i signs‘of a bid by the Morris office 


| 
| 
| 
| 


NBC prez conceded that there are | $7 560,000 Dicker: | 


tional security or personal privacy | 
“where publicity of any sort should | ? 
be avoided.” But, he said, “where | e S 

| 


the public is physically admitted, 
we must assume that public attend- | 
ance is proper. In these cases, the 
only limitation on the number of 
people who can attend is a physi- | 
cal limitation. TV gets rid of this | 
limitation. 
attend. 


And we must stand on the | 


basic principle that wherever the | 


public is admitted, the TV camera | 
(Continued on page 50) 


NBC-TV Gets Grid 


Double-Feature’ 


NBC-TV has moved in fast and 
grabbed off the New Year’s Day 
Cotton Bowl grid classic for a coast- 
to-coast video spread, now that the 
cable link extending into the south- 
west will be completed and ready 
for use July 1, Game originates 
from Dallas. 

That gives NBC-TV the two cov- 
eted New Year’s Day frays, with 
the Rose Bowl game having pre- 
viously been nailed down and ped- 
died to Gillette under a three-year 
mel. Cotton Bowl contract extends 

rough 1956, with sponsorship aus- 





Pices considered a cinch in view of | 


the “double feature” come-on that 
ieee NBC-TV an enviable New 
Car's Day sports program. 


Looks Like Schlitz Will 
Still Pour for ‘Ivy’ 


on looks like Schlitz will have a 
fall. of heart and return in the 
= with the Ronald Colman- 
—" Hume “Halls of Ivy” radio 
aoan on NBC. Apparently the 
OPK, packagers and others 
rucerned have agreed to the 
es budget insisted upon by 
bia Cee? Company for the '52-53 





bet, eral other items are still to 
the Oned out, with indications at 
Cable ment pointing to an ami- 
“ve settlement of differences. 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Arrival of Andy 


ington attorney on broadcast mat- | 


ters for Edwin W. Pauley, is taken 
as an indication that the oilman’s 


It permits everyone tO} jurchase of KLAC-TV for $2,500.- 
000 from Dorothy Schiff is in the} 
| final phases. 


Understood that only a few de- 
tails remain to be worked out. 
Pauley has admitted his intention 
of putting together a Coast tele- 
vision network, and has an appli- 
cation on file with the FCC for a 
channel. 


California in Washington on its 
application for an educational 
channel here plus a group seeking 
a commercial license to specialize 
in foreign language programs. Sta- 
tion would slant programs to 
minority groups. 

Rumors are also cropping up 
|that NBC has revived overtures 
|for KMPC as its Hollywood outlet 
for the network. G. A. Richards 
| estate-is said to be in need of cash 
|to pay off federal and state in- 
heritance taxes. It’s also reported 
E. L. Cord is interested in dis- 
posing of KEAC. 


CBS’ TWO-WAY JOB 
ON BRIT. ‘HORNBLOWER’ 








C. S. Forester’s 
blower” which preems on the net- 
work July 7 in the Monday night 
at 8 slot when “Suspense” goes off 
for the summer, will be a long-dis- 
tance two-way job. While the ac- 
tual prodwetion will be done in 
London (off the Towers transcrip- 
tion packaging  beltline), the 
scripts will be written in this coun- 
try by Philo Higley and sent over- 
seas. 

Originally it was planned to 
star Sir Ralph Richardson in the 
series, but instead Michael Red- 
grave has been pacted as Horn- 
blower. Show is one of the more 
ambitious in the CBS summer 
lineup, with a $3,500 weekly tal- 
ent-production nut. 





Haley, Wash-} 


| 


Haley also reps Univ. of So. 
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| 
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CBS’ upcoming .radio version of , 
“Horatio Horn- | 


| 





| 
] 
| 


| 


' 





| 
| 


to siphon off some of the TV talent 
to the Columbia kilocycles. 


to CBS, despite their recent click 
on “All Star Revue” 
initial 
for the °52-’53 seasor. 
owp show. Danny Thomas, at the | 
behest of the Morris agency, is said | 
to be checking off the Saturday | 
“All Star’ showcase, the Morris | 
agency preferring he have his own 
show. He’s reportedly available to | 
CBS, despite his longtime identifi- | 
cation with NBC. | 

The Morris agency, which has | 
solidly entrenched itself in the 
video sweepstakes with its top ar- 
ray of stars, apparently has no 
desire to be left saddled with 
“availabilities” because NBC or a 
Colgate feel a comic has exhausted 
his TV potential. The WM door to 
the competitive webs is apparently 
now wide open. 


Dick Marvin’s WM Exit 


William Morris Agency under- 
went a further pruning last week 
with the exiting of Dick Marvin of 
the tele and radio dept. Marvin 
originally came into the radio pro- 
gram planning sector and expand- 
ed to tele. However, with the re- 
trenchment program currently in 
effect, the: program development 
division has been scrapped and 
duties will be divided among sev- 
eral members of the staff. 

Marvin, prior to coming with the | 
Morris office, was with the Esty | 
and Grey agencies. 











Cops & Hops 


Hampton Beach, N.H.,June 17. 
Cops’ roles and liquor-beecr 
advertising on radio and tele- 
vision programs came in for 
attention at two conventions 
held in this area last week. 

Speaking at the New Hamp- 
shire police chiefs’ convention 
here, Attorney William’ Green 
of Manchester decried the un- 
favorable. picture of police- 
men as presented on some ra- 
die and TV programs. 

At nearby Wentworth-by- 
the-Sea, Robert C. Dalton of 
the U. S. Brewers’ Foundation 
warned New Hampshire 
wholesale beverage dealers 
that dry crusaders are making 
persistent attempts to push 
through legislation banning 


| rescinded its ban against televising 
\a game into an area in which one 


The Ritz Bros. are being syed 


and NBC's | 
dickering to commit them | 


with their | flagship, 





liquor. advertising from radio 
and television. . 


tion manager Craig Lawrence. 


ALA Parley Mulls Revamp, Stronger 
Central Body; TV Setup's Status Quo 


+ The general principle of a strong 
central body heading up federated 
| units was evolved at the Authors 
| League of America’s reorganization 
committee parley in New York over 
the weekend (13-15). Television 
jurisdiction ‘was placed secondary 
questions of an overail ALA 
and the status quo for 





‘Charms’ to Fade 


Chicago, June 17. 
**Those Endearing Young 
Charms,” frequent in and outer 
on NBC-TV is out again, with the 
web slated to drop the Chi-origi- | ‘© 
nated family situation series next | T¢vamp, 


week. video stripters continues. 
Show has been lodged in the Mood of the conference report- 
Tuesday and Thursday 6:15 p.m. | edly was one of “peaceful coopera- 


berth as a sustainer. 





| tions,” and there were no stormy 
exits. Feeling is that “progress 
was made, but there is much still 
> ” ‘to be done.” There appears to 
ont S ro ri ' have been a balance of forces, With 
the more trade-union-like Screen 
Writers Guild and Radio Writers 
bd Guild on the one side and the Au- 
ries are or thors Guild and the Dramatists 
Guild on the other. Result was 
| continuation of TV negotiations.in 
« * | the hands of the National TV Com- 
in JZ | mittee (on which all the guilds 
b] >] é | have representation), with juris- 
rex .. | diction re:iding with the ALA's 
DuMont network, continuing its | Television Writers Group in the 
hold on Sunday afternoon pro} east and with the SWG's TWG on 
football games, has completed) the Coast 
plans for the biggest grid sched- Wei caial an kicked’ af 
ule this vear it has undertaken, ; aa hae oy? ‘by BWC ‘This 
with at least 29 games earmarked PrOPosal Drought in by SWC. This 
or pickups between Aug. 15 an a nah die . 
Dec. 21. To be sponsored by vari- ney toe de eve Be 4 
ous advertisers on either a regional | 11,. came master eg rr a 
or full network basis, the total bill- Reatee'a ¢ ae A re v; a oy +i. 
ings for time and TV rights comes ie hy jauubed the SWet hes en 
we, nore than $1,000,000. — _ | affiliate, rather than member-guild 
Viewers in the metropolitan N.Y.! -tatus, and thus has greater inde« 
area will be able to see pro foot-| p-ndence. It and RWG prefer a 
ball for the first time since 1948.) }ooser structure. 
since the National Pro League has More Confabs Néeded 
Many changes and variations in 
is being played at the same time. the. SWG plan were considered, 
with a majority feeling that the 
individual units should have their 


Under present plans, six games, 
mostly those of the N. Y. Giants, 


will be aired over DuMont’s N. Y.| ©'"7 corporate structure. No spe- 
WABD. In addition to Cific plan was adopted, but the 
the Giants. DuMont will televise ALA council and the SWG board 


will have to mull the possibilities. 
Further conferences will be neces- 
(Continued on page 50) 


games of the Philadelphia Eagles, 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Cleveland 
Browns. 


Games of the Eagles and Giants 


are to be bankrolled jointly by At- ’ 
lantic Refining and Miller Brewing. 
while Atlantic will also sponsor - y ap 


the Steelers’ contests. Each of 


these will be seen on a group of a ’ 
stations to be set within the next 
few weeks. 4 é S Tt y 


In addition to the pro schedule. | 
DuMont will televise the College 
All Stars-Los Angeles Rams game .. s Or eat eee 
Aug. 15 from Soldiers Field, Chi- sion of “Duffy’s Tavern,” which 
cago, with Admiral sponsoring. »ad been under fire by the three 
Thanksgiving Day game between sponsors sharing the tab on NBC's 
the Detroit Lions and Green Bay “A}] Star Revue,” will not be seen 
Packers is scheduled for coverage {his season after all. NBC-TV can- 
on all stations east of Omaha un- | celled it out last weekend and a 
der Miller Brewing sponsorship. substitute variety show, hurriediy 
Latter firm will also bankroll the put together by Hal Kemp, NBC 
grid league's playoff games Dec. 21 executive producer, will ring down 
between the title winners in the the curtain from the Coast next 
two divisions. tee on the comedy series. 


“Ee 30 Ko ae —— 
W.F. Miller Named Sales [tier thn, ake" ‘compete tow 
a oO OU, wl edit te itootage 

Chief for WCBS Radio 


to a half-hour show and use it as 
a pilot for a fall sale. 

As the final step in turning over After Pat Weaver and other 
sales representation for WCBS. its NBC exees in N. Y. examined the 
N. Y. flagship, to CBS Radio Spot (jm, made in Hollywood, they were 
Sales, the web this week named agreed it was of “All St-r” quality 
William F. Miller as sales chief for ; 
the station. At the same time. 


and scheduled it to end the sea- 
Henry Flynn was upped from as- 


son after a previous postponement. 
, : They didn’t reckon, however, with 
sistant sales chief of the Spot Sales 
department to eastern sales man- 


the Gardner agency and its client, 

Pet Milk, whose turn it is to be 

ager. ,the main sponson Prexy of the 

Miller, who was formerly N. Y. milk company was appealed to by 

sales rep for KMOX, the CBS 0.&0. NBC veepee Ed Madden and after 
outlet in St. Louis, will report in 
his new job directly to Carl Ward. | 


a reportedly heated session was 
WCBS general manager, but will | 


told that the show would be un- 
acceptable to Pet. Gardner agency 
work with the Spot Sales depari- 
ment, rather than with a local sales | 


had fought the show from the first 
staff. Latter was eliminated for 


showing of the rough print, and 
the other agencies representing 
WCBS and complete sales repre- the show's rotating sponsors are 
sentation turned over to Spot Sales, | also said to have made an uncom- 
on the theory that most of the sta-| plimentary report on the show. 
tion’s business comes from nation- NBC has extended Gardner's 
al, rather than local, advertisers. option. until fall in the hope of 
Station’s sales henceforth will be | making a sale of “Duffy's” by that 
handled in the same way that they time. Next Saturday's show assem- 
are for WCBS-TY, its video coun-| bled by Kemp will be straight 
terpart. Latter station has been | variety with Frankie Laine, Peggy 
repped for some time by TV Spot! Lee, Ben Blue, Phil Foster and 
Sales, but with George R. Dunham Ed Wynn. Both Wynn and Blue 
as sales manager reporting to sta-. have headed up their own shows 
lon the weekend comedy series. 





The highly controversial telever- 
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GARDNER CALLING 

BF Soon Ted Lloyd 

Director: George Voutsas 

15 Mins.; Fri., 10 p.m. 
ining 


from N. Y. 

weao can’t be altogether dead 
or uninspired when proved gim- 
_ micks are deployed for a fast mov- 
ing and slickly tricky gossipationer 
such as “Hy Gardner Calling” 
which bowed last Friday (13) on 
NBC. While some of the phone 
gabbery pitched might seem off- 
beat in taste and perhaps a bit con- 
trived, the N. Y. Herald Trib’s syn- 
dicated columnist is 
setting his sights on the large audi- 
ence in the overall. A juicy bit of 
gossip will always lure a listener 
and the former Mutual tidbitter 
(with the N. Y. Daily News’ Dan- 
ton Walker) is not prone to miss 
out.on any item with hot topical 
significance. 

To beat the time element rap, 


Gardner has his phone conversa- 
tions with bigwigs prepared as 
near to 10 p.m. as physical pro- 
duction will allow and the whole 
is transcribed and edited for cut- 
ting into his live chatter in the 
fore and aft portions. First off 
there was the sound of dialtone 
wherein Gardner established—via 
the switchboard—the characters 
with whom he was about to make 
conversation. This quickly dis- 
solved to rapidfire chit-chat with 
global datelines, encompassing 
quickies on Phil Regan, Ike Eisen- 
hower, Judy Garland’s mother, ad 
infinitum. 


Initial phone joust was with the 


Argentinian minister of external | 


affairs re Gardner’s report that 
Eva Peron was on her deathbed. 
When the minister heard the pitch 
he scrammed the mouthpiece, it 
being claimed the phone had sud- 
denly gotten out of order. Next 
up was Dorothy Arnold DiMaggio 
on the Coast who, responding to 
Gardner’s prodding, said the re- 
spective lawyers for her and Joe 
DiMag were talking over the di- 
vorce situation amicably. Gardner 
threw in a mild needler on Di- 
Maggio being headed to see Mari- 
lyn Monroe, with whom the ex- 
Yankee has been linked romanti- 
cally. The sound was not too 
clear. 

After some more gossip, Gard- 
ner got hooked onto Johnnie Ray 
backstage at the N. Y. Paramount 
to ask him how he was getting 
along with his bride in view of re- 
pa splitup of singers Robert 

errill and Roberta Peters. Ques- 
tion didn’t make much sense, but 
the Weeper did his best to get off 
the phony hook. The columnist 
made quite a to-do of report that 
Queen Elizabeth II was cueing a 
third child, and then another tele- 
pos treatment, with Veep Alben 

arkley, on his blood relationship 
to Sen. Richard B. Russell and Il- 
linois Gov. Adlai Stevenson, plus 
his sizeup on the situation in 
Korea. 

Gardner cut in some “Stork Ex- 
change Notes” before ending up 
with his big torpedo. This was a 
transatlantic conversation with a 
spokesman at the International 
Hospital in Rome covering news 
of the twins expected by Ingrid 
Bergman and Roberto Rossellini. 
Gardner drew out fact that the 
birth was anticipated “momentari- 
ly” and pressed down hard in gag- 
lining that this would be the film 
director's “first double feature he’s 
ever produced.” 

With better discipline, a choosier 
approach to items, Gardner would 
have himself a sprightly spree for 
radio listening. He's full of the 
unexpected from which the payoff 
could derive. Trau. 


IT HAPPENS EVERY DAY 

With Arlene Francis, Bill Cullen 

5 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 4 p.m. 

GILLETTE 

CBS, from New York 
(Tatham-Laird) 

This quickie, which is heard 
Saturdays at 1:25 p.m., has added 
five more editions weekly, cross- 
the-board at 4 p.m. Arlene Francis 
and Bill Cullen trade off-beat news 
items sent in by dialers—the in- 
cident of a horse eating some lady 
bathers’ clothes, an unusual sign, 
and similar odd or amusing sticks 
that the dailies like to box on page 


one. Gathering them together 
makes a_ listenable five-minute 
filler, which moves quickly and 


creates a relaxed setting for the 
commercials. 


The plugs seem to take a sizeable 
chunk of time, but they’re pleasant 
enough pitches for White Rain 
shampoo and Prom home perma- 
ment. Opening and closing com- 
mercials get a musical treatment, 
and the middle spot is given a 
breezy dialog handling by Cullen 
and Miss Francis, Bril. 


SUMMER OPERA FESTIVAL 
With Jan Peerce 

Director: Milt Slater 

Writer: Earl Cobb 

90 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Met Opera star Jan Peerce has 
joined WNEW's, N. Y. indie, long 
lineup of platter spinners to pilot 
its new opera disk series. It’s a 
class programming idea and the 
station couldn’t. have selected a 
better opera exponent to spin it 
home. eerce is a warm, genial 
gabber with the kind of appeal 
that’! help pull dialers whose musi- 
cal tastes never passed the pop 
phase. 





obviously | 


Peerce believes that opera should 
ave a wider audienee and his 


|h 
| down-to-earth commentary should 
‘help along these lines. He’s unpre- 


tentious in his spieling and com- 
| plettely winning as he runs down 
| the opera’s plot. He sprinkles his 
|gab with informative sidelights on 
| the music, the composer and the 
|op’s history. Series is a surefire 


| bet for opera devotees and it won't 


| drive away any transient dialers. 
On the opening stanza Tuesday 
(10) Peeree piloted Bizet’s ‘“Car- 
men,” etched by RCA _ Victor, 
through the 90-minute _ session. 
Peerce, incidentally, sang the role 
of Done Jose on the waxing. 
. Gros. 


STORY TIME WITH LITTLE 

ERNIE 
With Ernest Tannen 
Scripter-producer; Tannen 
25 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat. 
Sustaining 
WGAY, Washington, D. C. 

This well paced, gentle moppet 
show, which has always managed 
| to break into local print, has been 
recently national news via a series 


of VIP guest story tellers. Such 
celebs as Sen. Margaret Chase 
Smith (R., Maine), New Hamp- 


shire’s crusading Republican Sen. 


Charles Tobey and Mrs. Estes Ke- 
fauver, frau of the Presidential as- 
pirant, in role of story tellers, have 
been attention getters for the 
show. Actually, this one year old 
feature of the hep suburban 1,000- 
watter rose to its special commu- 
nity status via its own merits. 


Ernie Tannen, emcee, producer 
and general factotum of show, is 
primarily station’s program direc- 
tor. However, pursued by the 
thought that the pre-school crowd 
has no suitable ayem show to get 
them out of their busy mother’s 
hair, he worked out format for a 
juve show and guards its prestige 
and rep with much the same zeal 
as the mother hen who is one of 
his standing cast of characers. 


Pace of the show recognizes 
limited span of attention of its 
young listeners, and features 
greater variety than most shows 
of its kind. In deference to the 
enthusiams of the very young for 
the familiar, it sticks to a regular 
format, has a stock cast of barn- 
yard “character,” and daily fea- 
tures. There’s. a moppet “good 
morning” chorus to tee things off, 
then a Kid Parade, with march 
music. Latter capitalizes on the 
value of personalities by choosing, 
from write ins, a daily “big cheese” 
to lead parade. Other features in- 
clude the Story Wheel, the daily 
story, generally a slightly re- 
vamped familiar nursery tale; a 
tune, genérally Western, played 
from. station’s disk library, 
“Chuckles” Happy Birthday Solo, 
birthday tribute crowed by the 
rooster, with names tabulated; the 
Sick Boat, a “get well” message 
to specific bedded listeners; and, 
finally, the Gurgle Thought Song. 
Intertwined is the running “com- 
mentary” of Little Ernie, who 
speaks the language of the pro- 
gram via a series of sound effects 
and the special mumbo jumbo so 
dear to the moppet heart. 


Show deliberately avoids the 
blood and thunder of many airers, 
and maintains a generally cheerful 
tone wthout becoming Pollyyan- 
nish. Besides a heavy mail re- 
sponse, show has won plaudits of 
local civic groups, and is part of 
the daily curriculum of the neigh- 
boring kindergarten. Greatest trib- 
ute to its value came when the 
Listening Post of D. C. nominated 
it for the Peabody award. 


Though it has been steadily 
sponsored, it is currently shopping 
for buyers. It’s a natural for a 
dairy, for children’s food distribu- 
tors or for any business firm with 
special appeal to the three to six 
public. Lowe. 





Philadelphia — Capitalizing on 
fact that new WCAU-TV studios 
are accessible from ground level, 
John B. White, Inc., local Ford 
agency, became first car dealer to 
show “live” autos on television. 
The firm has been a pioneer in TV 
advertising and sponsors “News 
With John Facenda,” 15-minute 
segment which follows the week- 
end baseball games. 





CBS Radio’s 150-Min. 
Sun. Musicthon Aimed 
At Out-of-Home Dialers 


CBS Radio has come up with a 
nice idea for pleasant, relaxing 
Sunday afternoon listening during 
the summer with its new two-and- 


a-half hour music-thon, “On A 
Sunday Afternoon.” Show, which 
preemed last Sunday (15), com- 
prises five separate half-hour seg- 
ments, all devoted to light music 
and neatly wrapped up into a single 
unit by emcee Eddie Gallaher. in 
addition, the 
public service via local cut-ins for 
weather and traffic reports, fre- 
quent pitches for safety in driving 
and on the beach spieled by CBS 
stars and Gallaher’s running ac- 
count of ball scores. 


Show was conceived by. program 
veepee “Lester Gottlieb for the 
specific purpose of attracting sum- 
mertime Sunday afternoon listeners 
who might be driving their cars, 
lounging on the beaches or just 
relaxing at home with the Sunday 
paper. Because it’s such light fare, 
it can be enjoyed by all those, with 
no diversion from their activities. 
As a result, it should have little 
|trouble in corraling an audience 
from among all but the die-hard 
baseball fans, who will more likely 
be listening to the play-by-plays, 

Opening segment, from 2:30 to 
3, has Alfred Antonini and a CBS 
orch in “String Serenade,” playing 
operetta and musicomedy music. 
On the preem, Antonini also mixed 
in a few modern pops, such as 
“Blue Tango,” for a good variety 
presentation’ Nelson Eddy and 
Rise Stevens, guesting on the seg- 
ment, scored with their tunes and 
probably helped cement listeners 





ON A SUNDAY AFTERNOON | 
| With Eddi: Gallaher, emcee; Al- 
fredo Antonini, Caesar Petrillo, 


Rise Stevens, guests; others 
Producer: Louis Melamed 
Director: Bruno Zirato, Jr. 
150 Mins.; Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from various cities 





to their sets for the. rest of the 
afternoon. “Gallaher’s Galaxy of 
Hits,” in the second half-hour, is 
a deejay show, with the emcee 
spinning records. He also tossed 
in a few tunes from old films, such 
as Groucho Marx’s African ex- 
plorer song from “Animal Crackers” 
and a Bob Hope-Shirley Ross ren- 
dition of “Thanks for the Memory.” 
Third ' halfwhour, titled “Music 
for You,” originated from WBBM, 
the CBS Chicago outlet, and spot- 
lighted Caesar Petrillo and his 
orch in another program of pops. 
While this made for okay listening, 
it was probably the weakest of the 
five segments. “Band of the Day,” 
originating via KFGB, Atlantic 
City, spotlighted Tex Beneke and 
his orch in a pickup from A. C.’s 
Steel Pier. Beneke, for the event, 
played several of the old Glenn 
Miller arrangements, such as 
“Chattanooga Choo-Choo,” and 
thereby reaped a neat nostalgic 
payoff. Final segment, ‘Main 
Street Music Hall,” was another 
deejay program but this time with 
the emphasis on show tunes. It 
served as a nice finale for the 
afternoon. : 


Gallaher, commentator on WTOP, 
the CBS outlet in Washington, did 
a fine job as emcee, keeping his 
enthusiasm perking for the entire 
two-and-a-half hour spread and 
thus keeping listeners’ interest at a 
peak. Despite the frequent local 
cut-ins, producer Louis Melamed 
had the show run off without a 
hitch. Warren Sweeney wrapped 
up a five-minute newscast at one 
point in the show as another pub 
service pitch. Program, of course, 
is open to participating sponsorship 
but was wholly sustaining on the 
initialer. Stal. 





KAY STARR SINGS 

With Peter Madren 

Producer: Peter Madren 

15 Mins. 

RADIO LUXEMBOURG, from Lux- 
embourg 

_ Growing popularity of Kay Starr 

in Britain is evidenced by the neat 

presentation and reception given 

this Radio Luxembourg stanza, 

aimed at thousands of English lis- 

teners. Urbane emceeing by actor 

Peter Madren is slick, program 

being one of the station’s Song- 

time series featuring w.k. U.S. 

acts on disks. 


Madren does the linkup chores. 
On show caught, he played “I 
Wanna Love You” as opener, fol- 
lowing with “I’m the Lonesomest 
Gal in Town,” “Wheel of Fortune” 
and “Some Day, Sweetheart.” 
“Wheel” was. biggest clicko of 
stanza, this being the tune that 
has soared the U.S. chirper to the 
top with British listeners. It’s a 
very pleasant program, Gord. 





“ | was 
show. provides a | 





Tex Beneke orchs; Nelson Eddy, | 
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“Original Amateur Hour” con- 
tinues to demonstrate its hold on 
the public. Last Thursday (12) 
some 15,000 payees packed into 
N. Y.’s Madison Square Garden 19 
see the national amateur talent 
championships. Portion of the 
show was beamed on the airer’s 
regular ABC broadcast (telever- 
sion is aired Tuesday nights on 
NBC-TV), and it pointed up some 
of. the things about am _ talent 
which appeal to audiences. There 
the Tennessee mother who 
had bought a toy piano for her 
youngster sOme years ago and 
since had learned to beat out a 
solid tune on it herself. That 
seems to show the desire of listen- 


lers to pay tribute to ingenuity, to 
lthose who exhibit virtuosity 


simple instruments. Then there is 
the draw of familiar instruments 
such as the harmonica or the ap- 
preciation of high development a 
commonplace skill such as that of 
the lady whistler. Some of the 
acts may be corny or lack profes- 
sional styling, but the dialer seems 
able to identify himself with the 
housewife, student or clerk per- 
forming—and the need of polish 
doesn’t count. Of course, there 
are.many who display fine tech- 
nique—such as the girl violinist or 
the Turkish guitarist on. last 
week’s edition—and the possibility 
that he may help turn up “another 
Heifetz” provides an added emo- 
tional tug for the listener. ss 
Talent on the airer, comprising 
three-time winners, was, naturally, 
the pick of the year’s crop. Ted 
Mack did his usual competent 
emcee job and New York's Mayor 
Vincent Impellitteri made a brief 
midway speech saluting the pro- 
gram’s contribution to the found- 
ling hosp. About $32,000 was 
turned over. Bril. 





VARIETY FANFARE 
With Hedley Ward Trio, Eddie Ar- 
nold, Louise Traill, Issy Bonn, 
the Kordites, Ken Platt, Vilem 
Tausky orch, others. 
Producer: Ronald Taylor 
30 Mins. 
BEC, from Manchester, England 
This aims to present the best of 
vaude from the heart of northern 
England, and is fairly bright stuff, 
though not strong enough on com- 
edy. It’s a regular weekly stanza, 
given a cute opening by introduc- 
tions sung in harmony -by a resi- 
dent vocal team, the Kordites. 
Opener on show caught had the 
Hedley Ward Trio, musical act fa- 
miliar to British audiences, ren- 
dering “Paint Yourself a Rainbow 
Round Your Heart” and “The 
Boom Song,” a new number, in 
spirited style. Best and most ver- 
satile act came from Eddie Arnold, 
talented impressionist and comedy 
man, with a novel takeoff on 
Humphrey Bogart deejaying an 
English radio’s morning: program, 
‘Housewives’ Choice.” Clever im- 
personations of U.S. names fol- 
lowed, with a composite song finale, 
introducing their various voices, 
for windup. 
Thrushing with promise was of- 
fered by soprano Louise Traill, and 


show also included the British 
troubadour, Issy Bonn, plus Ken 
Platt, a North of England comedy 


turn with limited appeal and mis- 
firing jokes that raise laughs, cu- 
riously, from the studio audience. 
Stanza is well backed by Vilem 
Tausky’s augmented orch. Gord. 





DATE WITH DEL 
With Del Wa 

Producer: Tom Foy 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Sustaining 

WGN, from Chicago 

In a move to inject a little spice 
into its disk jockey lineup, WGN 
has latched onto Del Ward, a dis- 
taff platter spinner. Miss Ward, 
equipped with a pleasant voice 
embroidered with a slight South- 
ern accent, wisely keeps a check- 
rein on any temptations to groove 
her gab along “Lonesome Gal” 
lines. She does, however, strive 
for a degree of intimacy that gives 
wd sessions a note of individual- 

y. 

Disks spun on chapter heard 
(10) were mostly standards in the 
schmaltzy idiom. The slow-geared 
tunes and Miss Ward's easy-going 
patter add up to relaxed late-eve- 
ning listening. Dave. 





St. Louis—A disk j@®k event was 
sandwiched in the Globe-Demo- 
crat’s annual hole-in-one golf 
tournament last week at the Triple 
A Club and Tom Dailey copped top 
honors by smacking the ball within 
13’ 11” of the pin. Gil New- 
some’s best of three drives at -60’ 
from the pin and portly Ed Wil- 
son’s bes effort was too far away 
for measurement. All spin platters 
for KWK. The best score of the 
602 participants was 1014” from 
the hole, scored by a pro. 


on | 


CBS ‘Eye’ Pic Short Proves 
Offsets Downbeat Mood 


CBS’ radio-promoting film short, 
“More Than Meets the Eye” 
should do an important job for 
the industry in dramatically point. 
ing up the continuing and, in some 
ways, growing potency of AM. 
Even its tithe suggests the value 
of the sound medium—because 
there is “more than meets the eve” 
in what the ear picks up. As the 
15-minute pic neatly and’ signifi- 


cantly, notes, “If you ‘overlook’ 
something, you miss it; but if you 
‘overhear’ something, you don’t 
miss it.” In several effective ways 
this reel socks over the fact that 


while we see only into the wedge 
of space before our eyes, “sound 
follows us around wherever we go: 
we hear up, down, and all around 
us—we hear globally.” 


The sound track, produced by 
CBS radio with narration by Rob- 
ert Trout, direction by Gordon 
Auchincloss and music by Wladie 
mir Selinsky, is a hard-hitting dem- 
onstration of sound’s import. Foot- 
steps, locomotive noises, typewrit- 
er clicks and similar sound effects 
which are put into story format, 
get across the ability of sound to 
fire the imagination. 


What is startling about the cel. 
luloid presentation, of course, is 
the semi-abstract art technique 
used by United Productions of 
America, outfit which won an Acad- 
emy Award for its “Gerald McBo- 
ing Boing” opus. It’s seldom that 
a business film essays a revolution- 
ary concept, and CBS is to be ku- 
dosed not only for getting off the 
| beaten path, but also for coming in 
| with such an entertaining, sophis- 
|ticated and persuasive production. 
UPA has provided an artistic, but 
nevertheless understandable  ve- 
hicle, which uses full color, dra- 
matic shapes and vivid symbols. 

Columbia is providing a serve 
ice to the industry by underlining 
radio’s mass coverage; its 105,000.- 
000 sets in 43,000,000 homes, 23- 
000,000 autos and 5,000,000 public 
places; the fact that the average 
American spends 108 minutes daily 
with AM, compared with 43 min- 
utes for TV, 34 minutes for news- 
papers and 18 minutes for mags; 
and that radio is the most economic 
ad medium, reaching 934 people 
per dollar against 365 for TV, 334 
for mags and 240 for the dailies. 
Naturally, the chain also touts its 
own sales story, its two-thirds 
share of the top 29 programs in 
the Nielsen ‘isting, its low cost per 
thousand dialers ($1.19 compared 
with $1.69 for its nearest network 
competitor), etc. 

All in all, ‘““More Than Meets the 
Eye” proves a notable promotional 
piece that should help counteract 
the forces selling radio gs h 

Bril. 





SPINNER SANCTUM 
With Bettelou Purvis 
Producer: Nat Rudich 
Writer: Miss Purvis 
30 Mins.; Sat., 8:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WLIB, New York 
This is an off-beat jazz stanza that 
should appeal to dyed-in-the-wool 
jazzophiles. It is conducted by 
Bettelou Purvis, daughter of the 
late Jack Purvis—sideman who 
pleves 13 instruments in the Hal 
emp, Paul Whiteman and Charlie 
Barnet orchs and arranged for 
Fletcher Henderson, among other 
activities in the music world. Miss 
Purvis, who was brought up on 2 
diet of real jazz, knows the wind- 
jammers whose disks she spins and 
exhibits good taste in selecting au- 
thentic items. Many. are esoteric 
to the general listener; for exam- 
ple on Saturday’s edition (14) she of- 
fered tunes by Roy Eldridge, F!ip 
Phillips, Zoot Sims, Milt Hinton, 
ang Barbara Carroll, along with 
waxings by the more familiar 
Charlie (Yardbird) Parker, Art 
Tatum, Charlie Ventura = an 
Woody Herman. It added up to 
an appealing half-hour for le jazz 
hot cult or those seeking a session 
of music in the sultry mood. 

Gal tries creating word pictures 
of the half-lit cafes where a soli 
rhythm is beat and a melancholy 
sax wails, with her theme, Woody 
Herman’s “Blue Flame,” playing 


softly in the background. It’s 
reminiscent of a series.the late 
Canada Lee once did. She uses 


a special slang which is difficult 
for the uninitiated to dig, but hs 
a Tin Pan Alley flavor. Occas- 
ionally her script seems forced, 
and a more natural approach would 
help. On the whole, though, the 
quality of the non-commercial 
tunes pays off and this entry 
should earn a fair rating for the 
indie. Bru. 





Notable Promotion Piece, * 
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o leading contenders for the 
peneetete and Republican Presi- 
dential nomination, Senators Estes 
Kefauver and Robert A. Taft, tan- 
gied on NBC’s simulcast Ameri- 
can Forum of the Air’ Sunday 
(15), in an engrossing airer. It was 
the first time the two aspirants had 
shared the same video cameras 
(separated only by moderator The- 
odore Granik). Some weeks back 
ABC-TV and NBC Radio, broad- 
casting from the League of Women 
Voters convention, had gotten to- 
gether five candidates (including 
Kefauver), but Taft was unavail- 
ab'e at that time. 

Seeing the senators (each of 
whom has the largest number of 
delegates pledged to him in his 
party) in action gave viewers a 
sharper perception of the charac- 
ters of the two aspirants. Taft reg- 
istered in a more dynamic fashion 
than his still photos or radio alone 
would indicate. Kefauver, more 
familiar to viewers by virtue of his 
Senate crime probe telecasts, got 
across a serious and determined at- 
titude. 

Granik kept the show moving 
quickly, knowing that he had 
plenty of good TV debate material 
and that unnecessary preliminaries 
should be avoided. Airer started 
with the opponents givmg their 
concept of the three key domestic 
issues. Taft said these are remov- 
ing immorality in government, re- 
storing individual freedom and 
ending the philosophy of big gov- 
ernment, and cutting government 
spending. Kefauver said that the 
central questions are maintaining 
prosperity, beating inflation and 
keeping down the cost of living, 
and eliminating racketeers in gov- 
ernment and business. 


Taft noted that he and Kefauver 
agreed on the “corruption” issue 
and added that they were both ap- 
parently united for “throwing out 
the administration.” That touched 
off some verbal fireworks. 

On the foreign front, Kefauver 
cited Taft’s voting record in an at- 
tempt to tag him an _ isolationist 
and the Ohioan countered with at- 
tacks on administration diplomatic 
policy. Things got quite heated, 
with the politicos over-riding each 
other and Granik finding it diffi- 
cult to maintain control. It was 
possible to follow the tempestuous 
argument—but not too enlighten- 
ing—on video, but as heard on the 
radio it was difficult to make any 
sense of the fracas. Bril. 





Robert Montgomery’s ‘‘ Your 
Lucky Strike Theatre” on NBC-TV 
Monday (16) presented an ambi- 
tious tele version of Marcia Da- 
venport’s best-seller of a few years 
back, “Of Lena Geyer.” It added 
up to an interesting hour of mu- 
sic, but was weak dramatically. 

Script by Theodore and Mathilde 
Ferro was episodic, trying to com- 
po too many incidents in the 
ife of an opera star of the “gold- 
en era” into the space of 50-odd 
minutes. It relied too heavily on 
narration, with Montgomery, on 
camera and off, continually pres- 
ent. The story line had a strong 
flavor of soap in with its opera. 
The story told of a soprano em- 
hittered when the nobleman she 
loves jilted her; she then placed 
such emphasis on her career and 
so feared another unhappy ro- 
mance that she gave up the great 
conductor who wooed her and sud- 
denly lost her voice. Her regain- 
ing speech on receiving a letter 
from the conductor and being able 
to sing when she heard his record- 
ing, were straight from the most 
sentimental of music dramas. 

Miss Davenport, whose mother 
was famed singer Alma Gluck, en- 
dowed her opus with a realistic 
flavor based on her first-hand 
knowledge of the mu'sic world. 
_ it was lost in this production. 
ae soprano Mimi Benzell, in 
er first dramatic performance, 
Sang well but her thesping wasn’t 
equal to the difficult task of pro- 
age & woman of great stature. 
a did well, however, considering 
hat the role demanded some 14 
costume changes, her presence in 
almost every scene (stand-ins and 
pre-recorded vocals were used to 
effect some transitions) and her 
warbling of passages from various 
£1 Bar operas. 

acking her up was a compe- 
ae cast, including Cameron 
on homme as her teacher, 
r nee Evans as the snobbish 
a e, Anthony Dawson as the ba- 
cawwielder who loved her and 
— Frank as the patron of the arts 
r os married her. Director Norman 
ao ton wrapped up a complex pro- 
suction smoothly and Syrjala’s set- 
eon were topflight, with excellent 
Alf made of rear-screen projection. 

‘tredo Antonini conducted a 30- 
blece orch which gave the stanza a 
Tich musical backing. 


ack Bertell, Miss Benzell’s 





manager, had several prospective 
backers view the airer as an audi- 
tion for a proposed Broadway mu- 
sical. Novel may have operetta po- 
tentials, particularly in view of the 
two-hours-plus time span a legit 
edition would allow, but the book 
will require deft acess * and 
pruning. ril, 





Bob Hope brought down the 
season’s curtain on the “Colgate 
Hour” Sunday night (15) on NBC- 
TV in a consistently entertaining 
hour that was neatly paced by the 
star. It was an imaginative, well- 
produced show, with a notable fac- 
tor in guestar Paul Douglas. There 
were a couple of good sketches, 


spiced with an overall pace and| 


good-natured, casual levity that is 
the Hope trademark. 

The first few moments, in which 
Hope came on for his usual open- 
ing gags, was strictly warmup 
stuff, but when -he and Douglas 
went into the umpire-psychiatrist 
sketch, it was a cinch the rest of 
the way, for both the on-the-scene, 
outdoor audience at the Douglas 
aircraft plant in Santa Monica, 
Cal., and the unseen one behind 
the TV screen. The umpire bit, in 
which Douglas played a baseball 
arbiter in need of psychiatric aid 
from “Dr.” Hope, was clicko not 
only from the standpoint of ma- 
terial, but also because of the abil- 
ity of both principals to work to- 
gether. It was the sort of material 
that any audience could easily 
digest. 

A sketch purporting to show the 
advances of aviation—a bow to the 
aireraft plant, obviously — drew 
further laughs as Hope and Doug- 
las went through the pre-historic 
age, the DaVinci period, through 
the early 20th century birth of the 
aircraft as we know it today. This 
bit was mostly socko because of 
the Hope-Douglas teaming. Hope 
as Nero in a final bit was consist- 
ent with the others in provoking 
laughs mainly because of his ability 
to read lines better than they were 
written. 

There were some moments when 
the star needed a breather, and the 
performer choices for these space- 
fillers were not without merit. 
Johnny Mack, with his click taps 
and legerdemain with the cane, and 
June Hutton, the vocalist, were ob- 
viously on the spot in their spe- 
cialties, and they did nicely. A 
sharp clash in dress deportment 
was evident in Mack’s being at- 
tired in tails—in obvious daylight 
—while Hope was in casual street 
attire. 

Randy Merriman and Bess Myer- 
son, whose “Big Payoff’ replaces 
“Comedy Hour” for the summer, 
took a bow as a trailer for their 
June 22 starter. They planed to 
California just for the intro. 

Another trailer was the cute bit 
by Hope with the huge cutout of 
Bing Crosby, with whom he will 


conduct a telethon this Saturday |, 


night (21) in Hollywood to raise 
funds for the American Olympic 
Committee, so it can help send 
America’s athletes to Helsinki for 
the Olympic games this summer. 
This will, of course, mark the 
Bingo’s debut as a TV a ag 
ahn. 





Considerable trade interest at- 
taches to the windup stanza of the 
“RCA Victor Show” starring Ezio 
Pinza last ae (13) over NBC- 
TV. The net claims a new experi- 
mental technique in the employ- 
ment of on-location television cam- 
eras instead of motion picture 
lensing heretofore applying in 
such cases. 

NBC and American Tel & Tel 
technicians built two microwave 
relays between Hollywood and the 
location—the mission at San Juan 
Capistrano about 60 miles south of 
L. A. Cameras and mobile control 
trucks were deployed at vantage 
points with director Sid Smith and 
producer Ted Mills monitoring the 
shots and calling them as per a 
TV studio setup. Film editing was 
done both simultaneously with the 
shooting and subsequently. The 
whole output was relayed to Holly- 
wood where it was put on film for 
video-audio. Only live portion 
was the David Rose orchestral 
background for the telecast itself. 
This system assertedly effects eco- 
nomies in production without com- 
promising on speed. 

In applying the unusual tech- 
nique, Mills, who masterminded 
the idea, built a moving, sensitive 
dramatic vignette from the script 
of Arthur Penn, and Smith staged 
it with fine feeling that fit the 
peaceful setting of the famous mis- 
sion. 

Pinza was first shown im mufti 
in the outer garden of Capistrano, 
capsuling the mission’s history 
while the cameras picked up the 
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MARCH OF MEDICINE 

With Dr, Roy K. Marshall, Harry 
Elders, Ken Nordine 

Producer: Ad Schneider 

Director: Don Meier’ 

Writer: Lou Hazam 

60 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m.; Wed., 


9 p.m. 

SMITH, KLINE & FRENCH 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 
; (Eshleman) 

Standing high among the sea- 
son’s accomplishments will be 
NBC-TV’s two-night pickup of the 
national convention of the Ameri- 
|can Medical Assn. held at Chi’s 
| Navy Pier. It was strictly a blue- 
ribbon winner from start to finish. 

This TV adventure into the here- 
|tofore hush-hush world of medi- 
| cine literally oozed with drama and 
| human interest, particularly “the 
|}opening Tuesday (10) installment. 
|That chapter overtured with a 
| brief shot of an actual operation in 
| progress at Wesley Memorial Hos- 
| pital, and climaxed with a return 
|to the operating room for a de- 
| tailed lensing of the surgery. 

The slicing was described by the 
chief surgeon, speaking through a 
throat mike under his mask. His 
discussion, complete with admoni- 
tions to his assistants busily tying 
off blood vessels, had a walloping 
impact. Parenthetically, the fact 
that the first operation ever beam- 
ing on a national TV network had 
to do with ulcers, is believed to be 
purely coincidental. 


The surgery was, of course, the 
topper, but the numerous scientific 
demonstrations from the Navy Pier 
site likewise made for absorbing 
viewing. These portions were ex- 
pertly hosted by Dr. Roy K. Mar- 
shall, who displayed his skill in 
handling a_ rapid-fire series of 
closely-cued interviews. The equip- 
ment and therapeutical displays 
ranged the gamut from the new 
tuberculosis drugs to a mechanical 
heart. Whenever the medics got 
too scientific in their gab, Dr. Mar- 
shall would step in with a layman’s 
breakdown. 

Besides Dr. Marshall and the 
other medical men taking part, the 
real “stars” of this project were 
the behind-the-scenes TVites. Ad 
Schneider, the web’s special events 
chief, sitting in the producer's 
chair, and director Don Meier 
brought the complicated affair off 
without a significant error. And 
that took some doing, especially 
the first night, which used three 
remote locations plus the studio 
cutins. 

Harry Elders worked the brief 
opening narrations and Ken. Nor- 
dine handled the gentle Smith, 
Kline & French institutional plugs. 

Network, sponsor and AMA share 
honors in establishing another 
mark of public service. Dave. 





SPORTS 
With Joe Verducci; others 
Producer: Ray Doyle 
Director: James Eakins 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 7 p.m. 
JAMES F. WATERS CO. 
KPIX, San Francisco 
(Ernest) 

KPIX copped an eye-catcher in 
this sports sizzle: emceed by Joe 
Verducci, former St. Mary’s grid 
coach and now athletic director for 
San Francisco State College. It’s a 
fast-moving niftie, with Verducci 
nailing top collegiate experts to 
demonstrate the hows and whys of 
wrestling, boxing, badminton, 
tumbling, swimming, etc. 


On stanza caught (12), he hosted 
Dee Witt Portal, San Jose State 
boxing coach, and two of his ace 
scrappers, Al Tofoya and Don 
Camp. Alternating slow motion 
with furious fisticuffing, Verducci 
mixed with the boys while Portal 
explained the basic offensive and 
defensive blows. Slugfest climaxed 
with three jolting one-minute 
rounds. 

Future programs call for a back- 
stage analysis of about every 
sporting event in the book. 


Show opened with “live” action, 
dissolving into sports montage film 
and sponsor identification. Spon- 
sor, an auto dealer, gave show a 
comfortable commercial cushion, 
and limited its one sock sales pitch 
to well inside two minutes. Dwit. 


STOP, LOOK, LISTEN 
With Tom Moorehead, Bill Wells 
Producer: Bill Wells 
Director: Art Stober 
120 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Participating 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia 

Designed for the noonday, warm 
weather TV fan, “Stop” is an au- 
dience participation stanza with 
prizes for home viewers and espe- 
cially for studio contestants. Play- 
ing heavily on the urge to get 
something for nothing, show pulls 
a large continent to studio, since 
|anyone who does anything is a 
| winner. 
| Darts thrown at cards sent in 
by viewers determine who gets the 
phone alls. The dart 
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Telepix Reviews 


Effective with this issue, 
VARIETY inaugurates a separate 
department—Telepix Reviews 
—in keeping with the con- 
stantly expanding vidpix ac- 
tivity. : 

Reviews are to be found on 
Page 26, in the TV-Film sec- 
tion, along with VARIETY’s ex- 
panded coverage of all facets 
of the growing telefilm opera- 
tions. 
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CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF |°" Sunday's (15) 


LOWER BASIN STREET 
With Henry 


Harp, guests 


| Producer: Robert K. Adams 


Director: John Goetz 
Writer: Welbourn Kelley 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from New York 
Longtime radio fave, 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


—<ii 


RICHARD ROBGNE" RS STORY 
(Toast of Town 
With Ed Sullivan, Richard Rodgers, 
Jane Froman, Vivienne Segal, 
» Lisa Kirk, William Gaxton, Har- 
old Lang, Richard Hayes, Cindy 
Lord, Bill Lawrence, Sinclair & 
Spalding, Ray Blech orch, others 
Producers: Marlo Sullivan 
Director-choreographer: John Wray 
$0 Mins. Sums 
ns., , & p.m. 
LINCOLN-MERCURY DEALERS 
CBS-TV, from N. ¥. : 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
There was a double celebration 








| 


“Toast of the 
Town,” which devoted the full hour 


(Hot Lips) Levine | to the first of two chapters of “The 
Orch, Orson Bean, Martha Lou! Richard Rodgers Story.” One was. 


ithe fourth anni of “Toast” on the 


air; the other was the approaching 


| 50th birthday (June 28). of com- 
| poser Rodgers. The warm spirit of 


} 


“phe | the double occasion; the presence 


of Rodgers, who played one of his 


Chamber Music Society of Lower) tunes at the piano, and an array 


Basin Street,” 
Sunday (15) in a spirited musical 
session that was pegged for view- 


ing and listening. If scripter Wel- 
bourn Kelley can sharpen the dia- 


log portions. series should develop 
into enjoyable TV fare. The first 
show, which was loaded with some 
innocuous patter, was saved only 
by the drive of Henry Levine’s 
orch workovers and the sweet pip- 
ings of Martha Lou Harp. 


~ Orson Bean, the stanza’s emcee, 
displayed an occasional flash of 
wit .but was continually pulled 
down by the drab material. Arthur 
Treacher, acting as the guest 
musicologist commentator, suffered 
the same fate. His dissertation on 
llth century musical instruments 
was a tired effort that offered few 
yocks. 

Musically, however, the program 
was standout. Levine opened hard 
with “Blues In Nothing Flat’ and 
Miss Harp followed with a neat 
pace change in “Swing Low Sweet 
Chariot.” She scored solidly again 
later in the show with a bangup 
rendition of “In My Solitude.” 
Ross Gorman, guest instrumental- 
ist, clicked with a frantic jazz work- 
over on his hot bagpipes and 
terpers Milton Kanen and Gene 
Myers were okay in a brief ballet 
sequence. 

Show wound excitingly with an 
orch jam of “Honeysuckle Rose.” 
Camerawork throughout the ses- 
sion was topnotch. Gros. 


SUMMER MATINEE 

With Bill Silbert, others 

75 Mins.; 1:45 p.m., Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Participating 

DuMont, from N. Y. 

DuMont web has a good idea in 
this new attempt at a TV disk 
jockey show, but one which falls 
flat through an apparent lack of | 
funds to provide the necessary 
production mountings. Aired on a 
cross-the-board basis, the 
emanates from Palisades 
across the Hudson River from N. Y. 
in Cliffside, N. J. But, DuMont saw 
fit to have Bill Silbert, the deejay, 
work from inside a restaurant and, 
with only one camera, all the scope 
and latitude that might be made 
possible by the setting goes com- 
pletely for naught. 


(It should be mentioned that the | - 


web moved Silbert outdoors one 
day two weeks ago. That happened 
to be the day N. Y. was hit with a 
flash cloudburst, which washed 
out the show completely and forced 
DuMont to fill in with a makeshift 
show from one of its N. Y. studios.) 

On the show caught (12), Silbert 
sat at a table inside the Circus 
restaurant at the park, a la the 
numerous all-night radio deejays 
who work from. eateries. e 
chatted not only, with setsiders but 
with ringsiders in the restaurant. 
But, with a single camera, it was 
impassible to cut from him to the 
customers with whom he was talk- 
ing. He introduced his guests in 
the same way, at one point refer- 
ring to DuMont’s Susan Adams for 
several minutes before she walked 
before the camera. It was a little 
frustrating for viewers not to be 
able to see her while he talked 
about her. 


At times, the camera swung its 
lenses outdoors to pick up a micro- 
scopic view of the rge Washing- 
ton Bridge and the N. Y. skyline. 
It made for an interest panorama 
the first time, but then got monot- 
onous. In addition, the same scene 
didn’t always fit the recordings 
Silbert was playing at the time. 
Slides from DuMont’s Wanamaker 
studio were cut in on the feed to 
provide some variation on the 
screen, but these lacked the req- 
uisite movement. In all, the show 
looks like another fine idea on the 
part of DuMont program chief Jim 
Caddigan, but one which can’t go 


debuted on video | 


of fine talent to present a wealth 
of hit music, made for a highly 
pleasing, tuneful hour. 


Following the pattern of other of 
his “biographical” hours, emcee Ed 
Sullivan presented what was a 
smart fuil-hour musical revue, 
swiftly moving and smoothly pro- 
duced. Actually, it wasn’t so much 
@ biography of Rodgers, but rather 
a cavalcade of his song hits (in 
collaboration with Larry. Hart), 
from, the “Garrick Gaieties” of 1925 
down to the “Pal Joey” .of 1940. 
(Presumably, second half next 
Sunday will be devoted to the 
Rodgers-Hammerstein output). 


There were two brief, very corny 
dramatic bits, one showing Rodgers 
as a boy with his doctor-father, and 
the other glimpsing the young 
Rodgers-Hart team dreaming em- 
pires over a soda. Both could bet- 
ter have been omitted, But these 
were minor slips. 

Offsetting’ these was the short, 
graceful speech of Rodgers in ap- 
preciation of “Toast” honoring him 
so, and his distinctive bit at the 
piano, playing “Lover.” This scene, 
in turn, with the studio audience 
furnishing background for a long 
shot, was marred by some boors in 
the audience who, realizing the 
camera was on them (and oblivious 
of respect due Rodgers), began 
waving into it, spoiling the mood. 
This expressionism is also evident 
whenever Sullivan. singles out 
guests in his audience. 


With so much to crowd in, the 
show moved too fast for Sulli- 
van’s usual “come-on-out-and-take- 
a-bow” routines to the artists, 
which was also a net gain. Produc- 
tion-wise, there were also too many 
vocal solos following on each other 
(there were nine in a row in mid- 
program), and these should have 
been broken up a little more with 
dance or production numbers, to 
get more variety in presentation. 

But the overall effect was well 
on the plus side, with a scintillat- 





ing array of top song hits presented 
in superior fashion. Jane Froman 


show | sang “With A Song In My Heart” 
Park,! and “My Heart Stood Still” with 


fine voice, brilliant style and dis- 
tinctive showmanship. Lisa Kirk 
delivered “Ten Cents A Dance” 
and “The Lady Is A Tramp” with 
smartness and punch. William 
Gaxton tore through “Thou Swell” 
with his oldtime zing and exuber- 
ance, for one of the show’s high- 
spots. ; 

Lesser lights were just as 
effective with their contributions. 
Richard Hayes, a youngster with a 
good voice and appealing delivery, 
sang “Blue Room” and “Where Or 
When” gracefully; Biil Lawrence 
offered “This Can’t Be Love”; 
Cindy Lord sang “There's A Small 
Hotel,” and the Lawrence-Lord duo 
presented “Manhattan.” Last- 
named, which opened the program, 
had a clever bac und in a mov- 
ing montage of Manhattan streets. 
Dance team of Sinclair & Spalding 
terped to “Here Am I,” which the 
Ray Bloch orch smoothly played, 
as it did all accompaniment on the 
airer. 

Finale was a smooth production 
number from “Pal Joey,” with 
Vivienne Segal singing “Be- 
witched” and Harold Lang singing 
and dancing, and leading the 
chorus, through the Be cd Hunt- 
ing Horn” number. Sullivan was 
relaxed and suave, for a good con- 
ferencing job. Bron, 


NBC-TV Gets Liberace _ 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Liberace, former nitery pianist- 
entertainer, catapulted to high 
popularity here via television, has 
been picked by NBC to fill the 
eight-week hiatus pertod in the 
Dinah Shore time. Under three- 
year contract to KLAC-TV, he con- 
tinues on that station. 

For its KNBH outlet here, NBC 
will be forced to substitute another 








places until it gets a heftier budget. 
Stal. 


show. 
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thrower gets a fast trophy, but 
the’ hausfrau has to answer such 
stumpers as: “What is the modern 
name for Persia?” “What is the 
longest river in.South America?” 
and from “Hamlet” “Alas peor— 
who’.” Needless to report, all 
missed. This seems to decrease 
home listeners, or sends them to 





the studio. Most of those called | 
were not at home and several were | 
ac.ually on the scene. 

The questions asked of con-| 
testants at home are vaguely re-| 
lated to song hits selected from the 
WFIL-TV film library. Current 


popularity for oldies goes well with 
this set and there are a generous 


supply of songs like “Ma, He's 
Kissing Me,” “Bells Are Ringing 


for Me and My Gal,” etc. There 
are the other usual gimmicks for 


thise of the averaze age and 
weight at these funiests. They en- 
joy looking ridiculous, emoting in 
soap operas, exercising, eating 


lemons, and the‘eternal orchid is 
presented to the oldest guest 
present. 

Prizes are a $5 gift certificate, 
or a reasonable facsimile. Plug 
for product is chief consideration 
of giveaways and Moorehead reads 
the commercials straight without 
any attempt to disguise them. 
There’s also a summary of the 
news, a guest shot and the matrons 
seem to enjoy every minute of the 
two-hour $tretch. One hour of this 
now program, incidentally, re- 
places the “University of the Air” 


heard durings sancr and cooler 
months. Cagh.. 


GUIDE RIGHT 
With 9th Infantry Band, Dr. 

Frances M. Wilson, Lt. Col. Wil- 

liam H. Hunt, Cpl. Elsie Davis, 

Cp). Alfred Reimschissel, Cpl. 

Sid Burn 
Director, Lee Polk 
30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 

FIRST ARMY RECRUITMENT 

SERVICE 
DuMont, from N. Y. 

The service recruiting branches 
are now on their own as far as de- 
vising pitches to youth to get into 
the military. Ever since Congress | 
frowned upon expensive talent to 
make these radio and television 
shows attractive to listeners, the 
services have had to devise their 
own programming. “Guide Right” 
is an attempt along that line. This 
tele show has the mien of a first 
sergeant talking down to his pla- 
oon. There’s little warmth or at- 
imractiveness, and there’s even the 
ikelihood that the spiel isn’t | 
pitched correctly. 

The band concert and discussion 
panel idea is one that would ap-| 
peal to those beyond recruitment | 
age. Both elements are well pre- | 
sented. The Ninth Infantry Band | 
conducted by Cpl. Alfred Reim- 
schissel did excellently in the in- | 
strumental department. The small | 
jive group was out of character | 
with the rest of the show. Discus- | 
sions by Dr. Frances M. Wilson, 
director of vocational guidance of | 
the Board of Education of New) 
York City, and Lt. Col. William | 
H. Hunt were involved, as they 
dealt on the niceties of the cur- 
rent recruitment program. 

Show is not likely to entice | 
wholesale voluntary enlistments. | 
Tie brass must come up with a 
display that will hit the younger | 
elements if it’s to get anywhere | 
in this direction. Jose. 





MENUS FOR MILLIONS 

With Edith and Stanley Green 

Prodvcer: Jim Diamond 

Director: Dave ,Fulmer 

15 Mius.: Wed.. 7 vo.m., 

BEN HUR FREEZERS 

KRON-TYV, Son Francisco 
(Diamond) 

The idea is to hit the evening 
audience in its vulnerable food 
budget, demonstrate quick and 
economical ways to prepare tasty 
dishes, and plug the sponsor's 
freezer and food plan en route. 

It could be a success, if opener 
M1) is a reasonable sample of | 
shows to come. Competence of 
TV cook Edith Green is unques- 
tioned. Gal has been a daily video 
vittles expert since KRON went in 
business, and has a wide local fol- 
lowing. 

On this show, she features in- 
expensive entrees for Mr. and Mrs. 
Evervbody, and drafts her real- 
lite husband, Stan Green, a soft-! 
ttrink executive, to give her kitch- 
en a cozy, homelike atmosphere. 

Green to television, Green ap- 
peared as comfortable (and corny) 
as a relaxed Barrymore as he)! 
helped his missus with the pots 
and pans and mixed noodles and | 
chicken liver with everyday slan-| 
guage. 

Kickoff gimmick was for Green} 
to arrive late from the office with | 
news he had invited friends to din- 
ner and “what's cookin’, hon?” 
Quicker than you can get rid of a 
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| Unpretentious, 


|singing at the 


15-minute program, Edie dipped 
into the freeze box, came up with 
the necessary ingredients ‘and pre- 
pared a swelluva good meal: 

Casual camera visits to “the 
vegetable and meat departments of 
our super market” eased intro into 
the single commercial pitch voiced 
by the femcee. 

Use of overhead mirror helped 
camera shoot the cookery demon- 
strations from all angle sng ot 





MEMORY LANE 

With Arnold Freedman, 
Coyle, Kay Killian, Ed Joyce 

Writer: Ted Beebe 

Director: Grant Van Patten 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 


| ROTHBARD UPHOLSTERERS 
| WRGB, Schenectady 


(Goldman, Walter & Kanna) 

Viewers are guided down “Mem- 
ory Lane” on a modestly-budgeted 
audience participation quiz by 
WROW’s Arnold Freedman, who 
now uses nom de AM-TY of “‘Mark 
Edwards.” Various years are flash- 
ed on the screen as Freedman 
reads clues, or they are acted out, 
for outstanding events; emcee then 
asks scanners, via the telephone, 
to give the identification. Latter 
postcard names and numbers. 

Program is mildly entertaining 
and educational. It has gained 
smoothness and sureness recently, 


although Freedman occasionally 
fluffs. Jerry Coyle, radio-night 
club singer-announcer, acts the 


sketches with skill, and sings some 
tunes. Kay Killian is another vo- 


icalist sometimes doubling as ac- 


tress on the show. 

Ed Joyce, newcomer to the 
WRGB staff, handles the advertis- 
ing well, despite a tendency to 
press slightly on camera. Program 
is tightly produced. Organ music 
backgrounds. Jaco. 


DOIN’ THE TOWN 
With Dottie Brown, Bill Post 
Producer - director: Byron Open- 
shaw 
30 Mins,; Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Participating 
KSL-TV, Salt Lake City 
Neat but not gaudy is this half- 
hour session of singing and chatter. 
easy-going and 
smooth from beginning to end, 
“Doin’ the Town” provides a pleas- 
ant followup to the Garry Moore 
show, and should have little trouble 


keeping a healthy segment of the | 


net audience tuned in. 

Program consists of Bill Post 
piano and Dottie 
Brown doing her warbling while 
she strums a guitar. Songs are al- 
most entirely on the sweet side, 
with a liberal sprinkling of oldies 
tossed in. 

Title of the show comes from 
brief interlude of chatter about 
what’s happening around town in 
the way of special events. 

Five commercials are pitched by 
the ieads, working alone or as a 
team. Spiels are kept down to rea- 
sonable length. 

Director Byron Openshaw rates a 
hand for -whipping together this 
session. He keeps his cameras 
moving; lighting is slick so that 
every detal is sharp, and set is a 
— impressive outdoor patio ef- 
ec 


KSL-TV has done a good job of 
eeping a simple show simple, and 


not killing it with heavy treatment. 


Berl. _ 





| R.F.D.TV 


With Cal Karnstedt, Harold Swan- 
son 


| Producer-Director: Dick Larson 


30 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 


/ ALLIS-CHALMERS 


KSTP-TV, Mpls.-St. Paul 
In this predominantly agricul- 


‘tural section any first rate farm 


show, particularly on radio, has lit- 
tle difficulty in enlisting a sizable 
audience. Because KSTP-TV’s 
range necessarily does not extend 
any considerable distance from the 
Twin Cities the potential number 
of farm listeners is, of course, lim- 
ited. However, the fact that R.F.D.- 
TV, the first television edeucation- 
al type rural 
tempted here, has attained a high 


| 7.7 rating for local shows indicates 


that it also must boast an urban 
following. A look-see serves to 
explain why. 

Show, having butter as its main 
subject, revealed via film how that 
bread spread is made and stressed 
its great food value. Inasmuch as 
butter figures prominently in so 
many city folks’ diet, there un- 


| doubtedly was no difficulty in hold- 


ing the interest of setowners gen- 
erally. Preceding shows, for exam- 


| ple, have used live animals for 


demonstrating correct milking and 
lamb shearing techniques. While 
not directly concerned, urbanites 
probably found such fare suffici- 
ently interesting to engage their 


program to be at-| 


attention, curiosity satisfying and 
enlightening. 

Straight-out gabbing by Cai 
Karnstedt and Harold Swanson, 
KSTP-TV farm director and Uni- 
versity of Minnesota agricultural 
editor, respectively, interspersed 
the films. Seated at desks, they 
told of farm meetings during the 
preceding week and dispensed 
helpful farm information regard- 
ing weather and grain and live- 
stock price trends. Show switched 
to Swanson at the South St. Paul 
‘stockyards to tell of current devel- 
opments there. In taking the view- 
lers into a modern creamery and 
}in emphasizing the important part 
| butter plays in a balanced diet and 
| in soil conversation, the show also 
performed a service for one of the 
| state’s leading industries, butter- 





motion nowadays. This must have 
earned KSTP much good will. 

Show is snalnadl in association 
with the Univ. of Minnesota agri- 
cultural extension service. Karn- 
| stedt each week chooses the sub- 
| ject around which it is built. Lar- 
json’s production-directorial job was 
| skillful. Rees. 





Foreign TV Review 











THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS 
With Vic Oliver, Bea Lillie, Alan 

Loveday, William Devlin, Joan 

Greenwood, Ann Neagle, Billy 

Russell, Les~ Rayner & Betty, 

Sara Luzita, Tutte Lemkow; 

Ballet Co. (14), British Concert 

Orchestra (45) 

Producer: Bill Ward 
75 mins., Sat., 9 p.me 
Sustaining 

BBC-TV, from London 

“This Is Show Business” is all- 
embracing in its coverage. It 
touches every facet of entertain- 
ment, with the various groups neat- 
ly clipped together by the smart if 
occasionally too _ self-conscious 
emceeing of Vic Oliver. Program 
has been slated for peak Saturday 
night screening, and is attracting 
prominent show biz names. 

Current edition, trimmed to a 
slick 75 minutes, covers music, 
legit, vaudeville, ballet, films and 
circus. Presentation is occasionally 
unimaginative and frequently more 
use could be made of available 
talent. Nevertheless, it adds up to 
an attractive Saturday night en- 
tertainment. 

Program reviewed featured Joan 
Greenwood and William Devlin in 
a scene from Shaw’s “Caesar and 
Cleopatra’; Bea Lillie doing a 
couple of old faves for the revue 
sequence; Anna Neagle in an in- 
terview and getting a big plug for 
her latest film “Derby Day,” in- 
cluding the screening of an excerpt 
from it; Billy Russell doing his 
standard vaudeville act; Les Ray- 
nor & Betty in a firstrate roller 
skating turn; Alan Loveday giving 
a polished rendition of a Tchai- 
kovsky concerto, but wasting too 
much time in the _ preliminaries 
with the emcee, and Sara Luzita 
and Tutte Lemkow heading a 
talented ballet group in a dance to 
Ravel’s “Bolero.” 

Production is staged with an 
invited audience. Camera work is 
almost static, concentrating on the 
stage with a few cuts to the 45 
piece concert orch. Direction is 
straightforward, without any pre- 
tense at fancy treatment. Myro. 

















Miner 
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| tial star in Raimonda Orselli, Ital- 
| ian actress who was at one time 
premiere ballerina with the 
Scala Opera. She'll make her 
American video bow on “Curtain 
Call” June 27 in “The Soul of the 
Great Bell,” a ballet story adapted 
by Miner from an old legend by 
Lafcadio Hearn. 

Producer, meanwhile, will use 
name actors when the script calls 
for them. He pointed out that cer- 
tain shows he has. lined up demand 
experienced talent, which in turn 
means using stars. Kickoff on 
“Curtain Call” this week (20), for 
| example, has Robert Preston and 





| 


|Carol Bruce co-starring in “The 
| Promise,” an original by Miss 
| Cram. 


Miner, in an oblique swipe at 


sponsors who demand the insertion | 


|}of a middle commercial in a half- 
hour dramatic show, said that such 
practice forces the writer and pro- 
ducer to introduce a false climax 
into the script. Too many shows, 
he said, now go to pieces after the 
first plug. He noted that RCA Vic- 
tor, which is bankrolling “Call” as 
a summer replacement for the Ezio 
Pinza-Dennis Day show, has agreed 
to omitting that middle plug. 





rength inherent in youth. 
Jerry | making, which needs plenty of pro- | the streng 


a|Truex played the 


Tele Follow-ups — 


Continued from page 33 


architecture, floral arrangements, 
ete, and the audio ‘pinpointed 
sound of birds. There was a swift 
transition to Pinza, now in the 


Paul Winchell. 4 


countering a young widow, lovely, 
bitter, belligerent Rida Moreno, { 
bemoaning the recent loss of her| Latest is Paul Winchell, a staple in 
husband. The entire story turned 
on the padre’s conversations with 
the cynical, emotionally twisted 
girl, who had lost her sense of 
values in her tragedy, and his at- 
tempts to make her regain her 
faith in the future and face it with 


shown his mettle on his own Mon- 
day night tele series, contributed 
one of the neater. shows of the se- 
ries. Winchell is a fine allaround 
performer, a highly skilled tech- 


dian who can handle himself well 
While. the motion was fluid and | even without the aid of his alter 
the pictures mostly sharp and of|ego Jerry Mahoney. 
generally good definition, there The display was potent in all de- 
were some slight variations in the| partments including that of writ- 
pickup of sound as the two char-/| ing, production and individual per- 
acters moved about along the gar-| formances. Winchell had some en- 
dens and walks, but these lapses| gaging episodes which included 
were brief. Cameras were occas-}the voice pill bit in which all the 
ionally unsteady, but here too the| characters in the skit talked like 
mood and tone were sustained. If|the dummy. It was an engaging 
| anything, the greater guilt would) scene. Another in which the ven- 


|reside in RCA, which twice in-|triloquist excelled is the one in 


which he enacted Chaplin. The bits 
with Hot Lips Page in which the 
dummy played drums and danced 
was a bit which called for a high 
degree of technical knowhow. 

There was a good roster of out- 
side talent which included Hedy 
Lamarr, Page and the De Marco 
Sisters. Miss Lamarr looked well 
and was adequate in a fortune tell- 
ing bit which gave Winchell a 
chance to do some straight thesp- 
ing. The De Marcos made a good 
impression with a single song. 

Stanza was one of the best of the 
series. As a matter of fact, the bat- 
ting average with the one-shotters 
of late has been better than that 
registered with the orare. 

ose. 


'terrupted the continuity with 
poorly spaced commercials, one on 
low-noise TV tuners and the other 
on air-conditioning units. 

Just past the midway mark, a 
liturgical chant emanating from 
the chapel softly punctuated the 
dialog as the padre and girl moved 
into the chapel itself and the choir 
was picked up on screen in full 
sweep. Pinza brought the story 
to a quietly expressive climax with 
a sacred song in the church as 
the girl, her faith regained via the 
preachments of the padre, walked 
out of the mission to the town amid 
carillon chimes. 


The David Rose tausical score 
was unobtrusive and deeply effec- 
tive, with the costumes of Kate 
Drain Lawson and the _ Robert | 
Shocking light motifs lending ap- 
propriate emphasis. End announce- 
ment defined the whole simply as 


= ae 
Sterling Raps 
a “television reproduction.” 
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| Commission’s action with regard 
9 enaret Wh eig O  o UHF is not as “vociferous” as 
ive nights ,weekly on “LV, j ici j ai 
N. Y., is either running short on | the Copenans perpanigenr hab orhs ae 
material that can be transposed | Sterling, “is only an indication that 
literally from legit to video, or else | most of our critics are only inter- 
should abandon its no-adapting | ested in obtaining more VHF chan- 
idea in favor of some writers who| nels for larger cities.” If separa- 
know their way around a TV script. | tions in UHF were increased in 
Producer Warren Wade last week | order to equalize the serivce areas 
(9-13) presented John Montgom- | of VHF and UHF stations, Sterling 
ery’s “Nothing But the Truth” and |explained, it would have been at 
proved again that requirements for | the expense of fewer assignments 
the stage and for TV are vastly) and “both large and smaller cities 
different. Show, built basically | would suffer.” 
around a single farce idea, dragged | : : aE Se 
slowly through its 90-minute air | Despite all the criticisms and 
time and the cast, several of whom | “what almost might be termed a 
have done better on this series,| campaign of terror to scare people 
mugged their way through some| away from UHF,” Sterling noted 
dialog which emerged strictly un-| that such large broadcasters as 
funny under the pedestrian direc-| Westinghouse, WJR and WGAR 
tion of Richard Lukin and Richard | are planning to go into UHF in 
sae , .__| Philadelphia, Detroit and Cleve- 
ief trouble probably lay in| jand respectively, and that several 


the lack of movement. It may not | of th : 
be necessary to present chase | Gesire to start UHF stations, _* 


scenes, fights, etc., but TV cer- 
tainly requires more movement|, AS soon as the allocation prob- 
than can be had by a group of lems are “laid to resi,” Sterling 
characters gabbing at each other | Said, the Commission wil! have to 
within the confines of an office | decide what steps to take on the 
or living-room set. Story of ajrequests of the nets to liberalize 
young stock-broker who bets his| the multiple ownership rules to al- 
two partners and a customer $10,-| low owners of five VHF stations to 
000 that he can go through 24 hours | have one or more UHF stations. 
without straying from the truth} Sterling expressed the belief that 
one iota, the idea had merit which | «the very critics who decry 
never generated the _ spark it the UHF, will so > ote Dctnnataty 
, me day regret 


should have had. : : 
|» Orson Bean, as the young broker, of the cea yng poo age ed 


| co-starred with Ernest T . : 
- oe = TP stations that are now avail- 


his older partner and the father sé A 
of the girl he wanted to marry.| ble.” Recalling that the Commis- 
| Bean, who’s been a nitery comic, | Sion had trouble finding applicants 
/mugged as though he were seek- for VHF stations only five or six 
|ing laughs on a nitery floor, and| Years ago, the Commissioner sug- 
| stock Truex | gested that “all who are not yet in 
characterization, which in this case | television heed the lesson to be 
learned from those who could have 


wasn't enough. Sylvia Field, as his 
wife; Wendy Drew, as the daugh-| afforded to enter television early 
but did not.” ; 





ter; Robert Shackleton, as the 
other partner; Rex O’Malley, as 
|a grasping clergyman (a role, in- 
| cidentally, which probably ‘didn’t 
sit well with a number of viewers), 
and Sheila Bromley, as Miss 
Drew’s friend, couldn’t succeed in- 
dividually or collectively in raising 
the level of the show. 

Wade used what sounded like a 
small studio audience to spark the 








Feature Films 


aaa Continued from page 26 =—— 


strong film entries have indirectly 
— oe via increased sta- 
| ion break and non-film ram 

ee ve but whatever mild| sales. Success of the eaters ato 
chuckles were elicited sounded | the celluloid field has been particu- 
ana _— ante’ the | larly welcome at WGN-TV, with its 
te show fe . eapehie fashion, DuMont network affiliation, which 
'which was dittoed by Bill Lazar leaves a great deal of choice night- 
on the Cavalier cigaret blurbs. time hours open for local selling. 
Stal. WGN-TV is currently beaming 17 

weekly “theatre” attractions, plus 
a late-evening feature starting at 
11 or 11:30. All of the toprated 
showcases have been berthed in 
their present slots for a consider- 
able period, building up a regular 











NBC has taken some chances on 
the Saturday and Sunday night 
lineups since the regulars went on 
vacation. Web has had an amazing 
batting average with the new 





comics it’s picked up. In the en-| fandom. For instance, Jim Moran's 
0 “Courtesy Hour” has been a Sun- 
day night feature since 1949 and 
The “All' consistently notches a 17 rating. 


tire series of newcomers, there was 
only one bad show. Others have 
been grade A products, 








Star Revue” has a winner with 


The theory that performers who 
have plied the circuits for a life- 
garb of Father Jacomo and en-|time have obviously picked up 
enough material for at least one or 
two tele shots is working out well. 


the vaude and cafe field who has 


nician at ventriloquy and a come- 
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love 


politicians” 





Ray Henle has a long, sincere and 
requited affection for the 

political genus. It goes back to 

his first years in Washington and 
one of his first big political 
stories—when President Coolidge 
chose not to run. In the interven- 
ing years, Henle has covered every 
convention and traveled extensively 
with each president as well as 
candidates Landon, Willkie 

and Dewey. 


As editor-in-chief of THREE STAR 
EXTRA, his understanding of and 








continuing interest in politicians 
stands him in good stead. 


With Albert Warner as expert on 
international affairs, Ned Brooks 
covering domestic news, and Henle 
on the Washington beat, the Sun Oil 
Company’s THREE STAR EXTRA 
presents nightly the interpreta- 
tions of three experts—each work- 
ing in his special field. 


Credit NBC with another unique 
format for broadcasting news, 
and credit NBC for having such 





eminently able newsmen as Henle, 
Warner and Brooks. 


It’s not easy to hold news leadership 
in both radio and television as 

NBC consistently does. It has to 

be done the hard way—by having 

a larger, more distinguished news 


force and by broadcasting more hours 


of news every week. That’s why 
most people hear the news first and 
hear more of it from NBC. 


NBC radio and television 


a service of Radio Corporation of America 


Photograph by RALPH STEINER 
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CBS for Speeding ABC-UPT Merger, 
~ But DuM Fears ‘Poor Fourth Status 


Washington, June 17. 

ABC and United Paramount The- 
atres’ move for a quick decision 
on the proposed merger found 
favor last week with CBS, but Du- 
Mont didn’t like it. The reasons 
are obvious—CBS has a deal pend- 
ing to purchase WBKB (TV) in 
Chicago for $6,000,000, contingent 
on Federal Communications Com- 
mission approval of the merger; 
DuMont would come out a poor 
fourth in the TV network race if 
ABC is immediately strengthened 
by UPT capital. 

In its comments filed with the 
Commission, CBS said that further 
delay in deciding the merger ques- 
tion “will adversely affect not only 
ABC, but will . . tend to frustrate 
the statutory objective of achieving 
nationwide competitive network- 
ing.” 

And, said CBS, WBKB’s annual 
profit of “substantially in excess of 
$1,500,000" would be lost to CBS 
as long as the merger is delayed. 
Besides, the web said, the “uncer- 
tainty . makes proper long- 
range planning difficult.” 

DuMont, which is restricted to 
three owned-and-operated stations 
because of the Commission's hold- 
ing that it is controlled by Para- 
mount Pictures, advised the agency 





that the merger phase of the Par 
anti-trust proceedings “should not 
be decided prior to a decision on 





the entire record, for all the issues 
are inextricably woven and the urg- 
ency of a swift decision is uniform 
for all applicants.” 

ABC’s need of capital to run} 
its network, said DuMont, “does | 
not exceed the requirements of 
other parties to this proceeding. 
Thts record clearly demonstrates 
the competitive disadvantage us- 
der which the DuMont network 
finds itself because of its inabil- 
ity to own and operate five TV sta- 
tions. The effective operation of 
DuMont as a national TV network 
also deperids on an expeditious de- 
cision in this case.” ‘ 





Minneapolis — The Twin Cities’ 
Damon Runyon fund contributions 
in response to Milton Berle’s 


telethon, carried by KSTP-TV, 
totaled the largest amount per 
capita of any community in the 
nation and, aggregating $10,100, 
were only exceeded in size by 
those of two other cities, New York 
($417,066) and Los Angeles ($11,-| 
697). The station had a staff of 
operators on for the entire 2214 
hours, taking pledges over the 
phone. 








Kiddie Ballet Theatre 
Set as WNBT Series 


Experimental showcasing of 
“Children’s Ballet Theatre,” pro- 
gram telling a fairy tale in ballet 
format with performers in the 
6-16 age bracket, will be beamed 
by WNBT, N. Y., Saturday (21) at 
12 noon. If trial proves successful, 
the NBC-TV key may sked airer as 
a regular series in the fall. 

Choreography - direction is by 
Iris Merrick, with Ivan Reiner pro- 


| ducing and Ted Nathanson as di- 


rector. 


‘LEAVE IT TO DAD’ 
NEXT FOR CBS-TV 


CBS-TV, which has become situ- 
ation-comedy happy the past sea- 
son, and with unusual success (as 
witness “I Love Lucy,” “Mama,” 


“My Friend Irma,” “sale of “Our 
Miss Brooks,” etc.), has a new one 
on the immediate agenda. 


New TVer is set for final audi- 
tioning on Friday (20). It’s a Leo 
Solomon series called “Leave It to 
Dad,” with Jane Wyman, Eddie Al- 
bert and Ed Begley set as perma- 
nent cast members. As a switch on 
“Mama,” this one will have a sev- 
en-year-old boy doing the running 
narration, though with a strictly 
American community motif. 
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business today, 


Who is he? He’s the American Farmer, the 
current American capitalist. He’s the real 
owner of his own business —and farming is big 


He makes a lot, he saves a lot, he spends a lot. 


He’s your best prospective customer. 


One-tenth of all these prosperous prospects for your 





~ product live in WLW-Land—One-tenth of America. 
The best way to reach them is by Radio...and the most 
effective and economical radio in this area is WLW. 


The full story of “Your Best Customer” — 


all the facts and figures—is on film. Ask to see it. 


WLW 


1922-19852 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sam Abelow, for six years with CBS ad-promiotion, now with Broad- 
cast Advertising Bureau as presentation writer....Gerdon Agnew, for- 
mer exec producer of West Hooker Productions, appointed AM-TV 
director of Ben Sackheim agency....Bill Berns is producing “Time 
Capsule,” which preems on ABC Sunday (22) at 7:30 p.m.....WWRL 
disk jockey David L took off Monday (16) for a two-week honey- 
moon... .Sidney Reznick to Cape Cod for two weeks....WCBS’ Galen 
Drake spending a month in Sarasota, Fla.....Ed Stanley, NBC public 
service manager, and George Kondolf, of BBD&O, speak on networks’ 
and ad agencies’ contrasting roles in broadcasting at Flora Schreiber’s 
series at the New School....Associated Program Service added 23 new 
subscribers and announced.it has topped the 1,000 station mark for its 
transcription library....Robert Steinle, formerly retail specialist with 
BAB, joined CBS Radio’s ad-promotion department....WNJR’s Louise 
Powers has added a food strip at 10:30 a.m.....Joey Adams is subbing 
for Laraine Day for two weeks during her vacation from the Hutton's 
eatery show on WMGM....Claire Ennist, CBS receptionist, and Lester 
Richards, of CBS-TV, honeymooning in the Poconos after their AM-TV 
splice....Nelson Case, who starts seventh year with Lowell Thomas 
this fall, will announce “Backstage Wife” for Procter & Gamble start- 
ing July 1....Jocke Maxwell, WWRL’s Negro sportscaster, celebrates 
his 20th anni in radio Saturday (21); he’s been on WWRL since ’37. 

WNJR announcer Hugh Chambers off on a four-week motoring vaca- 
tion. ...Mike Jablons on jury duty....Albert M. Behrens, ex-Lentheric 
and Elizabeth Arden, named co-ordinator of ad-publicity for Charles 
Antell, Inc... ..Donald- Buka, back from Austria for a week, was on 
ABC’s “Whispering Street” and is set for lead in NBC's “Hollywood 
Love Story” Saturday (21) and for NBC's “Eternal Light” Sunday.... 
Amana Refrigeration is backing Paula Stone’s WMGM show three times 
weekly.... Alfred Shirley, Ed Jerome and Bill Quinn added to “Front 
Page Farrell”....Joy Hathaway has joined “Just Plain Bill”... .Patsy 
Campbell featured as lead on “Armstrong Theatre” Saturday (21), 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Frank “Bud” Berend, NBC division sales director, and Sam Hayes, 
Don Lee newscaster, both of whom were in the plane crash that killed 
Buddy Clark three years ago, hospitalized in adjoining rooms. Berend 
underwent surgery and well on the mend while Hayes being treated 
for recurrence of injuries received in the crackup....George Fogel 
taping 50 issues of “One Man’s Family” and “The Woman in My 
House” in the next two weeks so cast and crew can get away for vaca- 
tions without interrupting continuance of shows through the summer 
....-The Harmon Nelsons—he’s with Kenyon & Eckhardt and she's 
assistant director of business affairs at CBS radio—are now three.... 
Art Linkletter, Harry Owens, Austin Peterson, Chet Brouwer and Irv 
Atkins lending a Hollywood touch to the beaches at Hawaii....Wendy 
Williams, top man here for Leo Burnett, roaming over Europe on sab- 
batical....Jim Morgan of the Raymond R. Morgan agency (no kin) 
moved up as prexy of Hollywood Ad Club....George Moscovics of 
CBS took to the hospital when his ticker started acting up again.... 
Producers and directors will auction off parts (at scale} to actors at- 
tending the AFRA Frolic June 20. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Mark Goodson detoured here (7) to guest on Dean Maddox’s “Ama- 
teur Hour” which he announced before taking his wife and life sav- 
ings to New York in 1941....Ralph Edwards stole a two-day visit with 
the home folks in Oakland before taping (17) a “Truth or Conse- 
quences” show at the KNBC studios... Marjorie Trumbull hosted 
Huntington Hartford on her “Top o’ the Mark” airer, followed it with 
an unplanned private interview when a down-bound elevator blacked 
out and stalled for 10 minutes in the “middle o’ the Mark.” 

KCBS’s Jane Lee won the national “Wendy Warren Woman’s Com- 
mentator Contest,” planes to Gotham (29) as a three-day guest of CBS 
..:.When the BIG story broke (three davs late) and newsmen swarmed 
backstage to interview benedict Sid Luft and bride Judy Garland, the 
most surprised man in town was—Press Agent Tony Buttitta!.... Bill 
Wilcox, KCBS writer, quit and flit to Hollywood.... Announcer Verne 
Wilson cut a “You Knew Them When” nostalgia series for Office of 
Price Stabilization. Kay Thater scripted....Russ Coghlin getting a 
summer tan while Del Gore covers him on both radio and TV.... 
Dean Jennings’ KLX “Showboat” drifted off the air....Trumpeter 
Frank Snow out with torn leg ligament suffered in KCBS soft (7) ball 
game....Lee Giroux, Evangeline Baker, Wally King and Bob Fouts 
selected to air the “Ice Follies” preem. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Tommy Bartlett, host of NBC’s “Welcome Travelers,” taking a three- 
week vacation. But the show goes on, using tapes cut in advance.... 
WLS program director Harold Safford named to the Illinois Broad- 
casters Aissn.’s “Register and Vote” campaign... . Frazier Nounnan, ex- 
J. Walter Thompson, now handling Ruthrauff & Ryan’ icity 
Burt Squire, BMI midwest*station relations rep, off a ae i 4 
Wisconsin outlets....Morris B. Sachs has re-pacted the “Amateur 
Hour on WENR and WENR-TV for another year....Louise Ahrens, 
Memphis Press-Scimitar radio ed, gandered the Chi NBC facilities 
while in for the AMA convention....AFRA exec secretary Ray Jones 
on a business swing through Washington and New York....Budd 
Blume switched from the WBBM assistant continuity editor berth to 
the writing staff, replacing Billy Bell, who has joined McCann-Erickson 
sh . Bill Ray, Chi NBC newsroom major domo, outlined the web’s con- 
vention coverage plans at the Sigma Delta Chi’s Headline Club last 
night (Tues.)....Mutual account exec Virgil Reiter in Miami on a sales 
mission... .Charles Hammarstrom joined the Keystone Broadcasting 
System’s New York office as an account exec.... Everett Mitchell, NBC 
farm commentator to address the national 4-H Congress next Wednes- 
day (25) in Washington. ...WBBM program director Al Bland vacation- 
ing in Ohio. ...Bob Carman, Chi NBC scripter, touring Wisconsin as a 
guest of the state’s conservation department.. .Dick Bingham, ex- 
Liberty announcer, new member of the WBBM gab crew. a 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


‘Three local filmeries, RKO Keith’s, Loew’s Capitol and the all-sepia 
Lincoln, will have the June 23 Robinson-Maxim bout on large screen 


TV, the greatest theatre participation here to date Robe ams 
ex of WOL in Washington, has been named top publicist ot WRC-NBC. 
succeeding John Ghilain, who left to join WMAL-ABC.... Patricia 
Seanlan, former publications assistant and acting associate editor of 
the Disabled American Veterans Semi-Monthly, has joined staff of 
CBS Radio Public Affairs in Washington, assisting in public affairs pro- 
grams and also handling press relations here for the web in both radio 
and a -WRC's Timekeeper” Bill Herson emceed annual Masonic 
cates Thrills” past week. ..."“Letter of the Week,” new WTOP- 
Drecentatiny vig teatures real judges, D. A.’s and court attendants in its 
with producer H, Thomas Tausig. ” a 
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NDAF 
WDAF-TV 
Kansas Clip 


The last word in design, construction and equipment . . . spa- 
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Behind these ultra-modern facilities stands the time-tested 
WDAF and WDAF-TV staffs, top-rated for successful, high- 
caliber programming. 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


WJZ-TV launches “Italian Cook- 
erv” Saturday (21) at noon... Jay 
Barney, who just wound up.the last 
of the vidpie commercials he’s di- 
recting for Phileo, into “Big Story” 
Friday (20)... Last “Celanese 
Theatre” production on ABC-TV 
Wednesday will be “On Bor- 
rowed Time,” with Ralph Morgan, 
Me!ville Cooper, Mildred Dunnock 
and Billy Chanin .. . Jim Fleming, 
news editor of NBC-TV’s “Today,” 
due back next week from two-week 
vacation trek in which he’s cover- 
ing 25 states 

Neva Patterson guests on ABC® 
T\ ‘Ellery Queen” June 25 
Waitt & Bond (Blackstone Cigars) 
will bankroll the Monday and 
Friday editions of WJZ-TV’s Tom- 
my Henrich show starting Friday 
(20) . Free & Peters moves Lon 
King from its Frisco office to 
head up TV sales in Detroit, suc- 
ceeding Keith McKennedy, and 
has added Richard Rothlin, ex- 
KRON-TV, to fill King’s old spot. 

Albert McCleery, NBC producer- 
director. and his wife in Paris for 
a short vacation and to o.o. the 
French TV_ operation Wwil- 
loughby (Bill) Walsh, with Du- 
Mont’s accounting department 
since 1947, upped to the post ol 
purchasing agent, succeeding the 
late Roy Skaar . . Hope Miller 
to the Coast this week to play one 
of the leads in Arch Oboler’s tri- 
dimensional film, “Lions of Gulu.” 
She returns in time for the femme 
lead in NBC’s “Doorway to Danger”’ 
July 11. William Hunt, inciden- 
tally, has been named assistant di- 
rector to Dick Schneider on the 
latter show ... Riehard Ash has 


(25) 
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Guest Starring June 21 
SONGS FOR SALE 
CBS-TV 


Coral Recording Artist 
Direction: MCA 

















THARPO MARX 


NBC-TV 


RCA-VICTOR 
Mgt.: GUMMO MARX 











| joined McGraw Associates, radio- | 
|TV packagers, as a co-partner in| 
charge of sales. He was formerly 
| with Gestschal & Bichard and with 
| Blaine Thompson .. . Frederic A. 
Carr, formerly director for ABC-| 
TV and CBS Radio, signed as a 
freelance director with Lester 
Lewis Productions to do ,“‘Holly- 
wood Screen Test” and with David 
Lown Productions for “Better 
Home Show and “Harmony 
House.” both scheduled for Sep- 
tember preems . . A Burke 
Crotty, exec producer of ABC’s 
“Celanese Theatre,” in Madison 
Ave. Hospital Jamie Smith set 
for the starring role in Hector 
Chevigny’s “Death of Kid Slaw- 
son,” being aired tonight (Wed.) 
on NBC’s “Kraft Theatre” : 
Pilsbury Publishers set up a TV di- 
vision to package live and film TV 
shows, with Larry Merchant as 
prexy Joseph R. Cox, DuMont'’s 
coordinator of traffic operations, 
named an area supervisor in the 
web’s station relations department 
Sandy Howard Productions, 
new package firm, has taken over 
production reins on WOR-TV’s 
moppet show, “Merry Mailman,” 
and will also produce the same sta- 
ition’s new “Dave Elman’s Curios- 
| ity Shop.” 
| NBC-TV veepee Fred Wile mar- 
ries Bea Canterbury of the web’s 
Hollywood publicity department 
after the Chicago conventions ... 
Warners dickering with Bill Good- 
win, now co-emcee of NBC’s “Mat- 
inee in N. Y.,” for a role in the 
musical version of “Man 
Came to Dinner,” which rolls in 
the fall Lois (Mrs. Arnold) 
Peyser leaves CBS-TV Friday (20); 
baby is due in October .. . Richard 
Kiley set for lead role in CBS’ 
“Danger” next Tuesday night (24), 
Paramount board chairman 
Adolph Zukor, pioneer director 
Joseph Henebery, and Nils Asther | 
and Lila Lee, stars of the silent 
era, will appear on the “Mike and 
Buff” CBS-TV program at 2:45 
p.m. today (Wed.) in New York. 
Zukor will discuss highlights of the 
film industry’s development over 
the past 50 years. 


Hollywood 


Hoffman Radio will pick up tab 

12 Junior College football} 
games to be televised next fall by | 
KHJ-TV .. . Corina Cigars spon-| 
soring vidpix series, “Academy | 
Theatre,” on KECA-TV ... Paul} 
Knight now scribbling “Your All| 
Time Favorites,” on KHJ-TV . . 
“Cartoon Time With Colonel Jim” 
teed off on KTTV . Tab on} 
“Ricky and the Magic Trolley,” on 
KECA-TV, being picked up by Nes- 
| bitt’s Orange Juice ... New mem-| 
bers in Academy of Television! 
Arts and Sciences include Jack 
|Benny, Eve Arden, Peter Potter, | 
Cathy Lewis . .. Hilo Hattie top-| 
lines new Hawaiian motif half- 
hour show on KTLA Nic-L- | 
| Silver sponsoring Hank Weaver’s 
new interview show on KECA-TV 
, Gledhill Dodge-Plymouth 
| Dealers picking up tab on first 
‘half-hour of Frank DeVol show on 


on 








Your Top TV 
: Sales opportunity 
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Wilmington, Del. 


income per-family in the country 


Represented by 


| his 
}national TV outlet 


Who 


| week, 
la 
| chef on WNBQ’s “Home Cocking, 
|minus his appendix after an emer- 





} 
| 
} 
| 
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jand David Blair. 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES *f 


New York Los Angeles 


San Francisco Chicago 


| 
i 


| (20) 


In the market which has highest | 


|KTTV ... Grant Hecksieck named 
| director of promotion 


sales for 
KNBH ... Harry Horner to design 
and direct four TV deamas for 
Worthington Miner at NBC in N. Y. | 
in June and July. | 


® | 
Frisco 

Moana Gleason, Harry Owens’ 
TV dancing star, sustained severe | 
face and arms cuts in auto acci-| 
dent while enroute to Reno to wed | 
Andy Marefos, Chi Cai Club own- | 
er. Marefos suffered broken pel- 
vis and collar bone. Wedding post- 
poned and both confined to St. 
Francis Hospital here . Singer 
Russ Byrd eastward bound soon 
for a Kate Smith show ... BAETA 
incorporated (11), will file for an 
educational station on Channel 9, 
June 30 KPIX looks through 
its new antenna and transmitter 
atop Mt. Sutro, July 1 Phelps 
Dodge installed new type, pre- 
cision built carrier cable with con- 
tinuous helix insulation to carry 
images from Van Ness studios to 
mountain transmitter. First of its 
kind in this country other than 
New York .. . Goebbel Beer signed 
to microwave seven National Pro 


Football games (Rams and 49ers) | * 


into this area, with Bud Foster on 
vocals . Les Raddatz in from 


| Hollywood to set KRON-TV stage 


for John Cameron Swayze news 
show, originating here July 3 and | 
4 Stan Noonan’s “Remember” | 
show axed... Hal Burdick to New | 
York (15) on a deal that may give 
“Night Editor” radio series a 
. . Bob Sher- | 
man grooming “Your Warm 
Friend” for an early KGO-TV de- 
but . Channel Films, Inc., new 
outfit financed locally, shooting TV | 


|adventure films with Craig Harris | 


at Hollister, San Benito 

Stanford Radio-TV Institute | 
opens June 18 with KNBC and| 
KPIX staffers on faculty ... Mills 
College added TV course to its An-| 
nual Wr, rs Conference, begin- 
ning June i8. 


County 


Chicago 

Chick Hearn, now a WENR-TV 
staff member, has replaced Daily 
News sports editor John Carmi- 
chael as gabber on the station’s 
6:20 p.m. sports trip Zenith 
unveiled its new tele set line last 
featuring lower prices and 
-inch tube .. . Eddie Doucette, 


27 | 
gency slicing . Mary Hartline | 
and Chet Roble’s Tuesday and 
Thursday kiddie show on WENR- 
TV switches to a western format 
and expands to a half-hour 

WGN-TV sportscaster Jack Brick- 
house featured chinner at the an- 
nual Maytag Management Club 


_| banquet Monday night (16) at New- | 


ton, Iowa .. . Admiral reports TV 
set sales during May were up 24% 
over the same month last year... 
Larry Johnson, Chi NBC-TV mu- 
sic supervisor, flying ¢o Austria to} 
take in the Salzburg music festi 

val ... With the second half-hour 
of “Super Circus” being offered 
by ABC-TV on a co-op basis dur- | 
ing the summer the Sunday tan- 
bark display was snapped up on 
WENR-TV by the Dean Milk Co. 
Final half was also purchased al- 
ternate weeks on WXYZ-TV De- 
troit, by the Schulze & Burch 
Biscuit Co. . .. WNBQ sales mana- 
ger John McPartlin and Guenther- 
Bradford veepee Charlie Zeller 
trying their fishing luck this week 
in Northern Wisconsin . + 
WBKB’s “Farmtown. USA” 
switched from its weekday spot to 
the Saturday night at 7 slot. 


London 


Margaret Lockwood to play title 
role in Ronald Gow’s adaptation 
of H. G. Wells’ “Ann Veronica” 
Sunday (22). Campbell Logan 
handles production ... A 15-min- 
ute solo spot will be filled by so- 
prano Marguerite Piazza also on 
Sunday (22) .. . Gordon Crier to 
produce series of six shows star- 
ring comedian George Martin, 
Starting next Wednesday (25)... 
“Nine till Six.” comedy by Aimee 
and Philip Stuart, to be telecast 
next Tuesday (24). Cast includes 
Marie Ney, June Rodney and Ann 
Summers. Tan Atkins will stage... 
Pianist Monia Liter to play selec- 
tion of his own music on Friday 





Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet | 
will perform for the first time | 
time from a BBC-TV studio in 
“Pineapple Poll,” adaptation of | 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s “The Bum- 
boat Woman's Story.” Dancers in-| 
clude Elaine Fifield, David Poole | 
’ Choreography 
will be by John Cranko ... 
Eightieth birthday film of Ber-| 
trand Russell, originally screened | 
via NBC, to be telecast next Tues- 
day (24)... Richard Afton’s pro- | 
duction of “Music Hall” June 28 | 
will include the Grimaldis, Max |! 
and Harry Nesbitt, the Moy Longs 
Troupe, Phyllis Hargreaves and 


| the- Twelve Toppers; - 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


W. Averell Harriman, candidate for the Democratic Presidential 
nomination, is answering the individual questions of radio newsmen 
in a unique custom-tailored operation. ; 

Idea of Harriman’s AM-TV chief, Lou Frankel, is a switch on the 
technique of supplying disk jockeys with open-end interviews with 
band leaders. Stations are invited, to submit any five questions to 
Harriman, who will tape his answers on July 1, even mentioning the 
“interviewer's” name. Harriman’s tape will be edited with the local 
station’s questions, giving a live dialog effect. Harriman’s answers 
will be timed either to give the local station a 12-minute show (which 
could be open-ended into a 15-minute broadcast with commercials) or a 
nine minute tape as an exclusive segment on quarter-hour newscast. 
Deadline for submitting queries is June 25. 

It looks like a hot summer for the network’s union negotiators They 
just wound up their dealings with the Radio-Television Directors Guild, 
but the Radio Writers Guild situation is still unresolved, with the 
union having set July 2 as strike deadline. ‘ 

Talks with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
for TV stagehands are also due to start shortly, since the union con- 
tract expires Aug. 31. 

Contest sponsored by the United Detroit Radio Committee—origi- 
nators of the “Wherever You Go There’s Radio” slogan—drew 126,423 
entries. Contest consisted of ending sentence, “I Like Radio Because 

Prizes included an automobile, vacation trips, appliances and 





|55-Station CBS Spread 


Vs, TeleQ on Patent | For Dr. Pepper Hillbillies 
Richmond, June 17. 


Infringement Claim) wava's old Dominion Barn 
: iDance signed contracts last week 
Teleprompter Corp., which man-| (11) with the Dr. Pepper Co., of 
ufactures prompting devices for} Dallas, which will sponsor the long- 
TV and services shows using them, | running hillbilly show from 10:15 
has filed action in N. Y. Federal | to 10:30 a. m. on Saturdays. 
Court seeking a declaratory judg-| Program will be aired over 55 
ment against TeleQ Sales Corp. 0n| stations of the Dixie CBS network 
the grounds that the patent grant-| and will be transcribed from the 
ed the latter firm earlier this} Barn Dance show the previous Sat- 
month is invalid. According to the | urday from the stage of the WRVA 
Teleprompter complaint, the TeleQ | Theatre. 
patent contains nothing patentable. | 
Moreover, TP claims use of the 
patented device long before the 
patent was applied for. 

TP has a five-year contract with | 
CBS-TV for use of TP equipment | 
on CBS shows, and TP officers say 
they need nothing from TeleQ to} 
render this service. TP’s action} 
seeks to restrain the defendants | 
from charging that TP infringes 
on the TeleQ patent when TP} 
equipment is used on TV _ broad- 
cast equipment and from “inter- | 
ference with the plaintiff's busi- | 
ness” in respect to the patent. 

In a letter to CBS-TV operations | 
veepee Frank Falknor prior to the 
filing of the Teleprompter action, | 
TP exec veepee Irving B. Kahn de- | 
clared that “so sure are we of our 
position that we are willing to un- 
dertake to save CBS harm from 
any damage which in the event of 
a suit for infrimgement might be 
assessed against you.” He pointed 
out that TeleQ was granted its 
patent June 3, whereas Tele- 
prompter was employed on CBS- 
TV’s “First 100 Years” starting in| 
December, 1949, and has been con- | 
tinually in use on CBS shows, as'| 
well as on other webs, since then. 


Teleprompter in Suit 











Now starring on NBC’s 
ALL STAR REVUE 


Saturday's 8-9 p.m., EDST 
Mgt.: William Merris Agency 

















RADIO-MUSIC QUIZ: 


Who does the music for 
“EVELYN WINTERS’’—Heard 
Daily on ABC? 

SEE PAGE 40 
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APARTMENT AVAILABLE 


|| Modern, large 31/2 room apt. ele- 
| vator bidg.; conveniently located 











West 50's; $130 rent; handsomely 
|| furnished incl, 20 in. TV console, 
grand piano, ete. $2,750. 
received at UN 4-2870. 


Cleveland—Welch’s Grape Juice 
has signed as one of the sponsors 
of the Uncle Jake’s Theatre over 
WEWS. 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


NBC-TV’s early-bird show, “Today,” spotlighted a poignant human 
interest story Monday (16), when emcee Dave Garroway reunited a 
father and son who had been separated for 20 years. Announcer Arch- 
dale J. Jones a 
ing received a letter from the son stating that he had been adopted as 
an infant and asking for help in finding his real parents. 

Son is Robert Phipps, now in the Navy at Bainbridge, Md., and the 
father is Ralph Hamblin, of Geneva, N. Y. Jones has won fame on his 
own radio shows as an unofficial tracer of lost persons. 


Exchange of photographs of the staging of musical numbers is being 
instituted by Broadcast Music, Inc.'s TV department, in conjunction 


with the Television Sketchbook supplements which BMI publishes 
monthly. Latter*are issued in handy folders containing 12 songs and 


two suggested scripts for each number. 

Five stations originally volunteered to send BMI stills showing how 
they staged numbers in which the scripts were used. BMI is making 
copies available to outlets requesting them as an aid in their planning 
staging of songs. Henry Katzman, of BMI, is handling the project 
First five stations sending pictures are WNHC, New Haven; WBAL-TV, 
Baltimore; WBZ-TV, Boston; WBTV, Charlotte, N. C., and WCPO-TV, 
Cincinnati. 





Full-page ad in last week’s Variety announcing “Outside USA,” a 


15-minute vidpix series with Randolph Churchill reporting, had the | 


captions reversed in the film strip section. 

Cutlines wrongfully identified Premier de Gasperi as Marshall Tito 
and vice versa. 
son. 





New technique for the filming of puppets is claimed by Tyme Pro- 
ductions of N. Y., which has prepped a 29-minute film which will be 
previewed at the RCA Johnny Victor Theatre tomorrow (Thurs.) after- 
noon, to show potentialities of their technique in advertising and en- 
tertainment. Tyme’s execs consist of Paul Gordon, Columbia Records 
engineer; Bernie Birnbaum, CBS-TV editor who did still photography 
on “Quo Vadis,” and Larry Winters, who’s worked in pix production 
on the Coast. 


. 


CBS-TV’s “Mike & Buff” show will devote its entire program today 
(Wed.) to a discussion of old-time films, with a panel topped by Adolph 
Zukor, Paramount board chairman. Others participating will include 
one-time film stars Nils Asther and Anna Lee, and Joseph Heneberry, 
pioneer film director. Show, co-starring Mike Wallace and Buff Cobb, 
is aired cross-the-board from 2:45 to 3:30 p.m. 


Robert C. Doyle, ABC producer-director, has been appointed exec 
producer, for the TV industry’s pooled coverage of the Republican and 
Democratic national conventions next month. 

He'll be assisted by a director from each of the three skeins (ABC- 
TV, CBS-TV and NBC-TV) covering the conventions. His personal 
assistant will be ABC’s Bertha Kurtzman. 





A contingent of 50 New York time buyers and ad agency execs junk- 
eted by special coaches last week to Philadelphia to get a first hand 
look at the facilities of the new WCAU Radio-Television Center. The 
visitors, who were entertained at luncheon by station radio and TV 
staffers, were the first of seven similar groups from WCAU sales- 
represented areas throughout the country slated to visit the new plant 
in coming week. 


ie 


of WBAL, Baltimore, arranged for the meeting after hav- 


Both were shown greeting the British Prime Minister’s | 


| WIP in UAF Bid 


Philadelphia, June 17. 

WIP has asked the FCC for 
ultra high trequency TV licenses 
jin Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and 
| Milwaukee, 

Announcement of the request 
was made by Benedict Gimbel, Jr., 
| president and general manager of 
WIP, who said if the applications 
were granted he hoped to have the 
Philly UHF station operating with- 
in the year. It would be on Chan- 
nel 29. ; 

Four UHF 
allocated 
to three 
One 
for 


channels have been 
to this city, in addition 
present VHF channels. 
of the UHF channels will be 
educational purposes and the 





other three for use by commercial | 


TV stations. 


Mutual's Billings 





Mutual's uptrend is accelerating, 
with Quaker Oats buying the Tues- 
day and Thursday first quarter- 
hour of “Queen for a Day,” to start 
sometime in July via Sherman & 
Marquette. In May MBS did 20.8% 
more biz than in the same 
of 1951, and 


billings for the first 


Top ‘51 by 125%, 


iters, W. Dean Fitzer, managing di- 
an- | 
nounced some staff shifts designed | 


' struction. 


| Jessee 


month | 


five months of the year hit $8,628.- | 


000—or 12.5% better than the first 
five months of ’51. 

MBS also snagged 
two Quaker shows, “Man on the 
Farm” and “Sgt. Preston of the 
| Yukon.” Other business the chain 
has garnered in the past few weeks 
jinclude Pequot Mills, for the re- 
|maining two editions of the Paula 
{Stone show; Motorola’s alternate 
weekly backing of “True Detective 
Mysteries,” effective Sunday, July 
13, at 5:30 p. m.; VCA Labs’ new 
Gabriel Heatter strip at 8:55 a.m., 
which preems June 30, and the 
| Motor Products Corp. buy of Heat- 
iter’s Thursday night show. 


renewals on 





New City, N. ¥Y.—Hume Dixon, 
rural radio producer in Rockland 
County, was given the radio 
trophy of the N. Y. State Federa- 
tion of Business & Professional 
Women’s Clubs for the Rockland 
County BPW’s AM-TV work. 





House Votes McFarland Bill, Frees 


-AM-TV From Politico 





VIPs Help Kaycee Star 
Launch New Radio-TV 
Studios; Staff Shifted 


Kansas City, June 17 
Kansas City Star 
ated its new radio-television facil- 
ities here over the weekend with 
a program which ran into five days 
reception, special programs and 
visits by distinguished guests 

New studios were put into 
week after months of con- 
Layout gives the two 
WDAF and WDAF-TV, 
one of the most complete audio- 
visual facilities in the country. 
With opening of the new quar- 


The 


ol 


use 
last 


stations, 


rector of radio and TV, has 
to streamline operations. Randall 
formerly program director 
of WDAF-TV, has been made di- 
rector of news, sports and special 
events for AM-TYV, with a staff in- 
cluding Walt Bodine, Bill Leeds, 
Jay Barrington, Bob Higby and 
Bob Kerr. 

Al Christy, formerly WDAF staff 
announcer and TV 
has been appointed program direc- 
tor of WDAF-TV. Harry Kaufman, 
who long has held the reins of 
program director of WDAF, con- 
tinues in that spot. Bill Bates, for 
television and V. S. Batton, for ra- 
dio, continue as managers of those 
stations. 

Taking part in the opening cere- 
monies .were Niles Trammell, 
chairman of the board of NBC, 
with which both stations are affili- 
ated; 
York, and Roy Roberts, president 
of the Star. 





Shenandoah—More than _ 1,200 
housewives from Iowa, Nebraska, 
Missouri and Kansas gathered in 
the KMA Auditorium June 6 to 


honor Edith Hansen on her 10th 
anni as radio homemaker on the 
station. 





inaugur- i 


weatherman, | 


Ed Sullivan, out from New | 


Libel Threat 


Washington, June 17. 


| House of Representatives late 
|this afternoon (Tues.) passed the 
|McFarland bill,, first. major piece 
/of legislation affecting the FCC 
since 1934. Previously the bill had 
passed the Senate. 

An important amendment, in- 
troduced by Rep. Walt Horan (R., 
Wash.), would free radio and tele 
stations from responsibility for- 
libel in statements made on poli- 
tical broadcasts which outlets 
aren’t permitted to censor. Amend- 
ment also prohibits stations from 


| charging more than the usual time 


rates for paid political broadcasts 
and reiterates the responsibility of 
stations to make equal time avai 
able to all candidates. 

The House bill differs from the 
Senate version, and a conference 
will be necessary to iron out. dif- 
ferences. The bill is aimed at 
speeding up FCC operations and 
gives the Commission alternative 
methods of keeping stations in 
line, instead of the present system 


where the FCC has to rely on its 
power to renew or revoke station 
licenses. 


An effort was made by Rep. Har- 
ry Sheppard (D., Cal.) to eliminate 
a provision in the bill which safe- 
guards newspapers applying for 
| AM-TV licenses from discrimina- 
tion by the FCC solely because of 
their newspaper ownership. Shep- 
pard’s pitch failed and the bill 
passed by voice vote with the 
| newspaper-protecting provision. 


PM’s Weather Strip 


Philip Morris has bought a cross- 
the-board five-minute weather strip 
ion WNBT, N. Y., at 11:15 p.m., 
| via the Biow agency. Backer will 
| Keep sponsorship of the Friday 
edition of the 7:25 p.m. weather 

report on WCBS-TV, N. Y. 

New WNBT airer will offer spe- 
cialized weather information, @, 
cluding reports on water tempera- 
| tures and tides for boat-owners, 

anglers and bathers 
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time strip, “All Star Revue” and 
“Show of Shows,” to demonstrate 
how their cost would probably be 
prohibitive for one national adver- 


tiser but can be easily shared by | 


several participating bankrollers. 


Madden acclaimed TV’s ability | 


to deliver a cumulative audience as 
one of the medium’s “biggest plus 
values.” On “All Star,” for exam- 
ple, he revealed it has been proved 
that over a period of four weeks, 
the show reaches at least once four 


out of five. or 80%, of all homes 
in the 55 markets in which it's 
carried. “This,” he said, “adds up 


to a total of almost 30,000,000 home 
impressions every month for each 
of the three advertisers on this 
program.” 
Radio’s Role in TV Era 
Discussing radio’s role in the 
TV era, Madden quoted Nielsen 


statistics showing that a sponsor | 


using both radio and TV reached 
14.1% 
show, 7.9% of the homes with TV 
but only 1/10th of 1% of all homes 
tuned into both shows. “The im- 
portant thing here,” Madden said 
“is that the duplicated audience— 
the number of homes reached by 
both programs—is only 48,000 out 
of almost 10,060,000 homes reached 


by the advertiser with this combi-| 


Radio, he added, has “too 
much basic circulation — and in 
addition, secondary sets, portable 
and auto sets—to be passed over.” 

On the falsity of comparing sales 
in TV areas with non-TV areas, 
Madden said such research com- 
pletely overlooks the fact that an 
advertiser's brand is bucking the 
competition of other TV adver- 
tisers for competing brands in the 
same area. “In the 


nation.” 


Therefore, the non-TV_ market 
gives a completely unrealistic pic- 
ture of what would be happening 
to his sales in the TV market if 
he were not using TV.” 
added: 


“Only if you have no TV-adver- | 
tiseW competition can the TV-vs.-| 


non-TV comparison yield a realistic 


gilt / 
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of all homes with his radio | 


non-TV_ mar- | 
ket,” he painted out, “this competi- | 
tive TV advertising is not present. | 


Madden | 


Continued from page 28 jee 


picture of your TV effectiveness. 
‘Conversely, the more TV competi- 
/tion you face, the more unrealistic 
,and inapplicable is the usual TV- 
|/non-TV comparison. In our own 
research, we have turned instead to 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


|'the comparison of your program- | 


viewers against your non-viewers. 
| Your non-viewers are exposed to 
this competitive advertising and, 
with careful matching, they~ can 
give you a picture of what your 
sales would be without TV.” 














| Gen. Foods 

= Continued from page 29 =e 
be a new panel quizzer titled 
|“Who’s There,” with Arlene Fran- 
cis as femcee. Show preems July 
14 and runs through Sept. 15, with 
Instant Maxwell House and Gaines 
Dog Food being plugged. While 
contracts have not been inked yet 


for the “Luigi” deal, it’s antici- 
pated that that’s the show which 


B&B will buy for the Monday slot 
in the fall. As a result, CBS will 
be able to retain its idea of hav- 
ing a top comedy show playing 
back-to-back with the top-rated “l 
Love Lucy,” which is aired Mon- 
days at 9 p. m. for Philip Morris. 

Y&R. meanwhile, is giving up 
the Fridays at 9:30 slot for the 
summer, when “It’s News to Me” 
winds its present cycle. (‘“News” 
has been bought by Aluminum Co. 
as summer replacement for Edward 
R. Murrow’s “See It Now.”) Un- 
lless CBS succeeds in selling the 
time to a different bankroller for 
the summer, the slot will remain 
sustaining until Y&B moves back 
in the first week in October with 
“Brooks.” Latter show will plug 
Sanka and Swansdown. 


CBS Fishes 


Continued from page 29 




















their commercial schedules. Be- 


CBS within the last few weeks has 


| mons Beds and Sealy Mattresses, 
| both new to network video. 

| New sale on the Godfrey morn- 
| ing show means that CBS-TV has 
| now sold 14 of the 24 quarter-hour 
| segments available on Godfrey’s 10 
|to 11:30 a.m. radio strip. (Friday 
| broadcast is excluded from TV at 
this time, because Godfrey works 
Fridays from his farm.) Time 
which Starkist will take over in 
the fall is now occupied by Frigid- 
aire, but that firm will move back 
to the 10:15 to 10:30 segment in 
September. Other TV bankrollers 
pacted so far for the simulcast are 
Lever Bros., with four segments; 
Pillsbury, with four; and Owens- 
Corning Fiberglass, with two. 


Telepix Reviews 
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value that come with the transi- 
tion into film. 


Just how much Schlitz has. capi- 
talized on these particular : facets 
remains a debatable issue. When 
contrasted with the live Schlitz 
| Playhouse presentations emanating 
|from New York, the pix series 
|thus far appears to have suffered 
in the conversion. Certainly it en- 
joyed more of a distinctive quality 
|of its own than these celluloid 
| presentations that have a run-of- 
mill aura about them. 


True, there is Irene Dunne who 
weekly reprises her elaborate walk- 
on and supposedly “sets the mood” 
for the individual stories. Unfor- 
tunately, her so-called minute 
“mood” to trailerize the grim epi- 
sode called “Dress in the Window” 
was probably intended for a cou- 
ple of other shows—not this one. 
As such Miss Dunne’s pacting for 
the series represents one of the 
major TV ripleys of the year. 








| Production-wise, there wasn't 
much to quibble about in the 
Dress” episode, save for some 


opening sequences that were vir- 
tually shrouded in darkness. The 
fable, despite Miss Dunne’s em- 
phatic declaration that it’s based 
On a vignette out of tHe life of 
Adela Rogers St. John, is calcu- 
lated to strain one’s credulity. 
Teresa Wright is the heroine, cast 
as a sob-sister who leads to free- 





-}dom a cowed blonde (forcibly de- 
tained by a trapped desperado),, ward Lamb station here. 


sides the sardine firm, for example, | d 
oer ae |}after six months, $100 to start | . rar 


it was $85 to start,/three vidpix for Edward Lewis 
and TV| Productions “Playhouse of Stars” 





|gative employ 


where police and lay enforcement 
agencies fear to tread. Reconciling 
Miss Wright to the role also took 
a bit of doing. Rose. 





HOLLYWOOD OFF-BEAT 

(The Inheritors) 

With Melvyn Douglas, Olive Deer- 
ing, Neil Fitzgerald, Steve Geth- 
ers, others 

Producer: Marion Parsonnet 

Director: M. Milton Schwarz 

Writers: Rip Van Ronkel, James 
Cavanaugh 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

DIXIE CUPS 





WJZ-TV, N. Y. (film) 
(Hicks & Greist) 

Initialer in this Melvyn Douglas | 
summer starrer along the vidpic| 
route is a routine whodunit lack-} 
ing pace, spark and interest. The} 
polished Douglas tag may win 
lookers-in for the followups in this 
Dixie Cup _localer. Hollywood 
name in the title is a contrivance 
pegged around fact that Douglas 
works the town as a Gdisbarred but 
honest attorney in the _ investi- 
of dubious prac 


titioners. 


Preem script has Douglas pri- 





€ontinued from page 29 


brands in different markets, or to 
mention local dealers. Some af- 
filiates feel they should get paid, 
since local announcers have to be 
used, and if the business _were 
placed ‘on a spot basis they would 
make more money. On the other 
hand, the network contention is 





that eliminating cut-in fees brings 
in national accounts which helps | 
the network, and the outlets, in 
turn, also prosper from a healthy 
network situation. 

Regarding the _ station-vs.-net- 
work option time question, affili- | 
ates have always been jealous of | 


|chain shows going into their own 


periods ABC is permitting out-| 
lets to air the GM programs on a 
delayed basis in other time slots, 
and this may appease those who 
are objecting. 
General Mills will 
nine hours weekly 


have over 


this fall on| 


vateeveina circumstances of iq) | ABC, which will earn maximum | 
Deering bequeathing ‘a $500,000 | ing because the general practice 


boodle to nice old man Neil Fitz: | 
gerald, a neighbor, jugged on a 
homicide rap Action turns on 
the sleuth’s attempts to find Miss 
Deering, the only witness to the | 
paper. Steve Gethers, with whom | 
Miss Deering was affairing and| 
nephew of the deceased, is uncov- | 
ered as the murderer in the midst 


|time bought in the daytime hours 


at the networks is to consider any | 
as contiguous, even though pro-/} 
grams may not be back-to-back. 
This means that an advertiser 
with four 15-minute shows pays 
the hourly rate, rather than four | 
times the quarter-hour rate. -Thus 
there is a precedent for consider- | 


of his attempt to kill her, remove/j,c the three five-minute “Betty | 
her as the witness and achieve the | ©, ce ; : ~«’ 
|inheritance for himself. Most ot | a Bo: ig nl - nefiy 8 | 
the situations strain credibility | CTOSS-the-boar purcnase. ll 


despite good performances by all | 
hands. Lensing is adequate. 
Trau. 











Directors 
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lever, some outlets feel that they | 


are losing out and that GM should | 
pay the relatively higher rates for | 
the smaller time segments. 

For years there has been a run- | 
ning battle between GM and some | 


| station reps and outlets, who con- | 


associates, and the job category can | 


be used at the other webs if the 
latter desire to. 

The agreement, reached Thurs 
day (12) morning at 3 a.m., also 


| gives wage boosts. Minimums are 


|as follows: AM local director, up| ——= Continued from page 26 
$15 to $90; AM associate director, | son . 


rks ve been seeking out those | 
tei he oe ; AM network di-} 


bankrollers new to TV, and in most | 
leases new to radio, to round out | 


wrapped up TV sales with Sim- | 


|six months and $145 after a year). 


up $15 to $115; 
rector, up $20 to $165; TV local 


director, up $20 to $150; TV asso- direct “Date with Destiny” series, 
$120 | alternating with Harold Schuster 


ciates and floor managers, 


(previously, 


$100 after six months); 


network directors, $175 (previous- | Series . . 


ly it was $125 to start, $140 after 





Other terms of the pact, which | 
last 22 months, include: improved | 
on-the-screen credits for TV direc- 
tors; banning of per diem employ- 
ment, which will give the union 
members staff benefits; penalty 
time (the time when an employee 
is called back to work without a 


{12 hour rest) provisions to be dis 





|ment of new production methods. 


tinguished from overtime; and im- 
proved lunch hour conditions. 
Contracts are still to be com-| 
pleted for freelance tele directors 
ard for network staffers in Chi, 
L. A., Cleveland and Pittsburgh. 





Philadelphia—Johm Trent, WCAU 
commentator, received a_ special 
award from the Temple University 
Community Theatre Festival, for 
his acting and direction in the 
Penn Wynne Players’ production 
of “Goodbye Again,” the group’s 
entry in the regional little theatre 
competition. 


CURRIE’S NEW WCAU 
STATUS; OTHERS NAMED 


Philadelphia, June 17. 
Robert C. Currie has been named 
production manager for WCAU 
Television. Formerly a producer- 
director for the station, Currie will 
be responsible for production of all 
local shows and for the develop- 





He will continue to direct “In the 


| Kennedy, 


tend that the advertiser’s demands | 
for its big-package deals are “‘ex- 
cessive.” 











Vidpix Chatter || 








. . Columbia loaned William 
Castle to Pennant Productions to 


Arthur Pierson will direct 


. Husband and wife thesp 
team of Ed Tierney and Hanne Ax- 
man co-star in “That’s How It Is” 
in the Fireside Theatre series ... 
“The Victim,” vidfilm produced by 
William *‘Kozlenko with Arthur 
Edwin Arnold, Julie 





Park,” a CBS network origination 
at WCAU. 

Irving Teetsell, formerly with 
Frederick W. Ziv Co., has joined 
the sales department of WCAU 
Radio. Prior to his affiliation with 
Ziv, Teetsell was general manager 
at WENT, Gloversville, N. Y., and 
WFPG, Atlantic City, N. J. 

Jack Walters, veteran CBS news- 
man, just returned from Korea, has 
joined the news staff at WCAU. 

Walters joined CBS in 1946. He 
returned to this country from Ko- 
rea, in February. 





Columbus — Dave Nichols, for- 
merly of WKRC-TV, Cincinnati. 


named news editor of WTVN, Ed- Wednesday 


|James M. Curley hit the local air- 


;series of hour-long commentary 


| 
| 


i 


j hoon spots, 


Bishop, Morris Ankrum and Helen 
| Westcott acquired by Interstate 
| Television for its “Ethel Barrymore 
| Theatre” series, 


John Litel, Virginia Brissac, 
| Dorothy Adams, Burt Mustin, Mar- 
| jorie Bennett cast in “Thank You, 
Mr. Finch,” “Rebound” vidpix for 
Bing Crosby Enterprises ... Stu 
Reynolds, sales rep of Screen Tele- 
video, to N. Y. on biz... Gar 
Moore inked for “Big Town” series 
.. . Last four in “Craig Kennedy, 
Criminologist” series being shot by 
Adrian Weiss at KTTV studios... 
David X. Miller, exec producer of 
Wilshire Television Productions, 
has taken over building to house 
TV and allied arts firms. It’s tagged 
Wilshire Television Center... 
“Operation Slipstick,” fourth epi- 
sode in United World Films’ “The 
Fighting Man” series, rolling at 
Universal studios . .. BCE bought 
Bret Harte’s “Tennessee Partner’ 
for “Rebound” series . .. Suzanne 
Dalbert to Gotham for video guest- 
ings . .. Flying A Productions ex- 
panding facilities, rented building 
for cutting and editorial rooms .. . 
Jerry Fairbanks set July 5 start- 
ing date for half-hour telefilm, 
“America for Me.” 


Curley’s Hub Series 


Boston, June 17. 
Former Massachusetts Governor 





waves Sunday (15) in the first of a 


programs on WBMS. Possessor of 
a long political career, Curley also 
the Hub’s mayor several times, dis- 
closed the program would undoubt- 
edly touch on the local and na- 
tional political scene. 

Station execs announced a 
“hands off” policy as far as censor- | 
ing or influencing his topics and | 
listeners can expect to hear almost | 
anything from a pitch to “free” Ire- 
land to poetry reading. 

Stint is skedded for Sunday, 
and Friday late after- 


' 





Ballantine Buying 
TV ‘Songs for Sale’ 


CBS-TV wrapped up another 


new summer sponsor this week 
when Ballantine’s Ale bought 45 
minutes of the web’s “Songs for 
Sale” for a nine-week Saturday 
night ride during the hot weather. 
Web, as a result, has moved 
“Songs” from its former 9:30 to 11 
p.m. slot back to an hour’s version 
from 8 to 9, and ds now pitching 


, the remaining quarter-hour of the 


show tc other bankrollers. 


Time period is the one vacated 
by Budweiser, which had been ex- 
pected to ride through the summer 
with a feature film series until Ken 
Murray, whom Budweiser had 
sponsored during the regular sea- 
son, ran into his contract hassle 


| with CBS. Now that Murray and 


the web have come to terms, there 
is a possibility Budweiser will re- 
turn with the comic in the fall. 
Ballantine’s, meanwhile, via J. Wale 
ter Thompson, takes over the 8 to 
8:45 segment of “Songs” from July 
5 through Aug. 30. 


Deal has several interesting as- 
pects. For one, it marks the first 
bankroller CBS has been able to 
snare for “Songs” in a number of 
months, despite the show’s having 
been drawing consistently good 
ratings. In addition, it marks the 
heftiest ad splurge Ballantine’s has 
yet made in TV. Outfit has ordered 
33 CBS video markets, and is ex- 
pected to authorize others before 
the series preems. Ballantine’s has 
bankrolled the “Foreign Intrigue” 
vidfilm series on NBC-TV for al- 
most a year, but in only 10 mar- 
kets. 





Houston—Jack Harris, general 
manager of KPRC and KPRC-TV 
has been appointed radio and tel- 
evision director and member of 
the advisory board of the National 
Milk Bowl, annual football classic 
for small fry at Bryan, Tex. Harris 
will negotiate with national webs 
for radio and TV coverage of the 
annual contest. 
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Reasons Why 


The foremost national and local 
advertisers use WEVD year after 
year to reach the vast 


Jewish Market 
of Metropolitan New York 


1. Top adult programming 

2. Strong audience impact 
3. Inherent listener loyalty 
4. Potential buying power 
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Send for a copy of 
‘WHO’S WHO ON WEVD’ 
Henry Greenfield, Man. Dir. 
WEVD, 117-119 West 46th St. 
New York 36 
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® Special Material @ 


| FLETCHER PECK 


MOnument 6-0931 














Answer To— 
RADIO-MUSIC QUIZ: 


MURRAY ROSS 


is organist for "EVELYN WINTERS" 
heard daily on ABC—3:45 p.m. 
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AFM Execs Bd. Studies Alternate Plan 
To Formula on 5%, Pix-to-Video 
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Santa Barbara, Cal., June 17. 

The loophole in union prexys 
James C. Petrillo’s rejection of de- 
mands for scrapping of the 5% 
pix-to-video formula is being 
studied by the American Federa- 
tion of Musician's international 
executive board, with the possibil- 
ity that an alternative scheme will 
be offered to telefilm producers 
this year. Discussions on a pos- 
sible revision of the formula got 
underway at board sessions imme- 
diately after the close of the 55th 
annual convention here last week. 

Petrillo told the convention that 
“a bunch of lousy fiddlers” from 
Los Angeles Local 47 were behind 
the drive to scrap the 5% formula, 
and declared that the union would 
not give in to the “selfish” de- 
mands of one local. 

However, he added, the royalty 
payment setup is subject to change 
“when someone comes up with 
something better—something that 
will benefit every local in this fed- 
eration.” 

Changes under study by the exec 
board may not constitute the 
“something better” that Petrillo 
had in mind—but it’s understood 
that the board is receptive to a 
suggestion for a change in. the 
royalty scheme as it affects spot 
commercial telefilms. Backers of 
the suggestion optimistically point 
to it as a possible forerunner to a 
complete revamping of the royalty 
payment structure. 


Local 47 Plugs Change 


New plan was offered the board 
meeting by John teGroen, prexy of 
Local 47, who appeared before the 
session along with local veepee 
Phil Fischer, recording secretary 
Maury Paul and local exec board 
member Arthur J. (Doc) Rando. 
Originally allotted 45 minutes to 
make their pitch, they were 
closeted with the board for slight- 
ly more than two hours, outlining 
a proposal that a fixed fee replace 
the percentage royalty on the 
spots. One of the arguments used, 
it’s understood, was that a spot on 
which music originally cost $100 
could cost a sponsor an additional 
$400 over a 13-week period if the 
spot was used five times daily on 
one station. This high tariff, the 
group contended, has cut employ- 
ment opportunities since advertis- 
ers have turned to using the 
cheaper vocal background in place 
of instrumental backing. The sug- 
gested fixed fee would be based 
on a flat 13-week period. 

In appearing before the board, 
incidentally, the group reiterated 
its position, which had been er- 
roneously reported by wire service 
stories of the convention. The re- 
quest for revision, they pointed 
out, was not just the work of a 
dissident group within the local 
but represented the feeling of of- 
ficers and members alike. 

Board's study of the proposed 
change in the spot payoff is ex- 
pected to be a quick affair, with 
a decision expected in the imme- 
diate future so that any revisions 
may apply to next season’s budg- 
ets, which are currently being 
ae out by advertising agencies. 
initial response to the suggestion, 
- S understood, has cued some op- 
‘nism regarding a possible change 
n the entire structure. 

ne proposed new formula 


(Continued on page 48) 


ROY ROGERS BECOMES 
PARD OF PAR MUSIC 


Mon Rogers, sagebrush pic star, 
moved into the music publishing 
= d last week with the formation 
_ Paramount-Roy Rogers Music 
Co. Firm, which’ll be a subsid of 
aramount Music, will publish all 
— controlled by Rogers. 
.. ‘rectors of the new pubbery 
re Rogers, Russell Holman and 
Goodin Goodwin. Holman and 
spect an, ae prez and v.p., re- 
sD ctively, of the Paramount Mu- 
moder with Holman also eastern 
. uction manager of the parent 
Tamount Pictures, 
ther companies in Par’s music 
Up are Famous and Bur-Van. 
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Cap Latches Onto Jazz 





DEPLORE LACK OF 
CREATIVE POWER 








Rocco Vocco, Abe Olman and | 


‘Clooney-‘Botch’ Sparks —_| 


Jack Bregman, three vet music men 
with over 100 years in the industry 


Upbeat, Sets Reissues | among them, are others who won- 


| 


Latching on to the current jazz} 
upbeat around the country, Capitol | 


Records is reissuing its old jazz 
sides in a series of nine tinane,' 


Tagged “Classics In Jazz,” series | 
includes platters which were cut | 
by the diskery between 1940 and} 
1950. | 

Album titles such as “Trumpet | 
Stylists,” “Sax Stylists,” “Piano | 
Stylists,” “Dixieland Stylists” and 
“Small Combos” are repped by 
such jazz names as Benny Good-| 
man, Woody Herman, Charlie Bar- | 
net, Billy Butterfield, Coleman | 


Hawkins, Red Nichols, Benny Car- | 
ter, etc. 


Pluggers Huddle 
BMI Companies 


On Pension Plan 


Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployes’ pension plan activities be- 
gan rolling last week when the 
union’s pension committee began 
a series of huddles with member 
firms of Broadcast Music, Inc. Plan, 
which calls for a 3% assessment 
of a $100 weekly wage from both 
pub and plugger, was discussed at 
the palaver. 

Although no definite action was 
decided upon at the meet, MPCE 
is planning to send out pension 
pledges to the execs who attended. 
Some of the BMI execs, however, 
won't pledge until a few of the 
wrinkles in the plan are ironed 
out. Main squawk is that the plan 
covers the pluggers only and not 
any of the firm’s other employes, 
bookkeepers, secretaries, etc. These 
execs feel that if they’re going to 
go into any pension plan, it should 
include everyone in their employ. 
Since MPCE has no jurisdiction 
over personnel other than contact- 
men, this beef may prove to be 
— block in finalizing the 


plan. 

Bob Miller, MPCE prez, however, 
will follow up the mailed pledges 
with further meets. Meantime, he’s 
continuing to huddle with Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers firms individually. 
The MPCE pension committee at 
last week’s talks included, Miller, 
Leo Diston, Harry Santly and Bob 
Baumgart. 


Cetra-Soria LP’s Set 
For France in Odd Tie 


A “shorteut” from Italy to 
France, via New York, is being 
created this month, with the debut 
in France of the Cetra-Soria label. 
Cetra-Soria is the leading distribu- 
tor in the U. S. on full-opera LP 
recordings. The operas are re- 
corded in Italy and the original 
tapes “mastered” in the U. S. 











Cetra-Soria has made a tie with 
Pathe Marconi for distribution of | 
its operas in France. The operas, | 
still recorded in Italy and ‘“mas- | 
tered” here, will be pressed in | 
Paris, packaged in American-style | 
boxes and distributed in France, | 
the Benelux countries, Iberian | 
peninsula and elsewhere. “Tosca” | 
will be the first release, with an- 
other six works issued by Christ-| 
mas. 


Decca’s ‘Fingers’ Album | 

Decca Records will release the | 
soundtrack album of the forthcom- 
ing Columbia pic, “The 5,000 Fin- 
gers of Dr. T.” Score for the pic) 
was penned by Frederick Hollander 
(music) and Ted Geisel (lyrics). | 

Peter Lind Hayes and his wife, | 
Mary Healy, will be featured in the | 
album, \ 








\“Wheel of 


der when the American pop song 
industry will regain the creative 
power that it enjoyed up through 
the 1920s and even into the ’30s. 

“Now every hole-in-the-wall hill- 
billy is a music publisher; 10-year- 
olds as well. as offbeat creators 
from Harlem, the plains and the 
Ozarks grind out the majority of 
the recent pop song hits,” says 
Bregman. All three concede that 
“if that’s the what the public wants, 
that’s what the industry has to give 
them.” 

Vocco, who is partnered with 
Bregman in BVC, and Olman, him- 
self a toprated songsmith besides 
being g.m. of the Robbins-Feist- 
Miller Music triumvirate, hark 
back to the days when songsmiths 
told a story. Writers like Grant 


Clarke, Howard Johnson, Fred 
Fisher, Walter Donaldson, Mort 
Dixon, Gus Kahn, Neil Moret, 
Harry Woods, Ted Snyder, Bert 


Kalmar and Harry Ruby, Irving Ber- 
lin, Joe Young and Sam M. Lewis, 
Pete Wendling and Edgar Leslie. 
Their songs had meat ’n’ potatoes 
and were something into which a 
singer could sink his teeth. Adds 
Olman, “Today, all they do is 
rhyme and think. that’s a solid 
American popular song. No won- 
der we’re reviving so many of the 
oldies—they’re still better than 
many of the newies.” 

All agree, of course, that wheth- 
er it was Phil Kornheiser’s team 
at Feist, Joe Keit’s gang at Rem- 
ick’s, Maurice Abrahams’ song- 
smiths at Waterson’s, or any of 
them, the big difference was that 
Mose Gumble, Edgar Bitner, Saul 
Bourne, Max Winslow, Joe Good- 
win, Louis Bernstein, Harry Von 
Tilzer, Frank Clark, Al Beilin or 
any of the great music men who 
“made” the music business that it 
became, had one big thing in their 
favor—vaudeville. If the song was 
hot they’d hotfoot it to the Palace 
(N. Y.) or the Majestic (Chi), or 
the Orpheum in L. A. or Frisco, 
or get Jolson or Bayes or Baker, 
and know by an immediate audi- 
ence reaction whether this was a 
great piece of material or not. — 

Today it’s banknite, as the music 

(Continued on page 5c) 


Cap Heads For 


Top Summer 


Capitol Records is heading for 
its strongest summer sales season 
in its history. Diskery, Which cele- 
brates its 10th anni next month, is 
beating the general summer dol- 
drums with a flock of high-riding 
artists. 

Topping Cap’s sales this season 
are the Les Paul-Mary Ford tan- 
dem with “In the Good Old Sum- 
mertime,” backed by “Smoke 
Rings,” and es 





“I’m  Confessin’, 
which is coupled with “Carioca.” 
The Paul-Ford combo was the com- 
pany’s pacesetter last summer, too, 
with “How High the Moon,” 
“Mocking Bird Hill” and “The 
World Is Waiting For the Sunrise.” 

Nat (King) Cole continues to hold 
up for the company with his “I’m 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home.” 

Newcomers to Cap’s hit roster, 
Kay Starr and Ella Mae Morse, are 
steadily racking up big sales with 
their spring entries. Miss Starr’s 
Fortune” continues 
strong and has passed the 150,000 
sales mark in the New York area 
alone. Miss Morse’s entries, “Black- 
smith Blues” and “Oakie Boogie,” 
are picking up impact. 

Capitol also is racking up big 
sales in the album field with the 
soundtrack .album of 20th-Fox’s 
“With a Song in My Heart,” Jane 
Froman biog, pacing the field. The 
Billy May orch’s album, “Big Band 
Bash,” is running a close second. 
In the country groove, 
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Lanza Nix by Col, M-G-M, Victor 


Accents Majors’ No-Guarantee-Stance 





Hot-Weather Sales: 


} 
Rosemary Clooney, who sparked | 


last year’s summer disk sales with 
her click Columbia etching of 
“Come On-A My House,” is head- 


ing for another hot-weather repeat 
with her recently issued “Botch-A- 
Me.” Platter passed the 100,000 
sales mark in its first seven days 
on release. 

“Botch-A-Me,” an Italian tune, 
was adapted for the U. S. market | 
by Eddie Y. Stanley. Original was | 
penned by R. Morvdelli and L. 
Astore. Hollis Music, a Howie 
Richmond subsid, is publishing. 
The Col platter, incidentally, has a 
Stan Freeman harpsichord backing 
like the one used on the “Come 
On-A” side. 


Music Biz Maps 
Midwest Action 
Vs. Diskleggers 


Attorney Julian T. Abeles (& 
Bernstein), who scored a prece- 
dental decision for the music busi- 
ness against the diskleggers, flies 
to Chicago today (Wed.) to engage 
local counsel in a continuing fight 
against the phonograph record 
bootleggers. There are a number 











of copyright offenders in the mid- 


+ Further 


indicating the major 
disk companies’ firm stance against 
giving heavy guarantees to their 
artists, both Columbia and M-G-M 
Records have nixed making a deal 
with Mario Lanza due to the tenor’s 
demand for a substantial minimum 
payment. Lanza reps have been 
talking to other labels following 
RCA Victor’s refusal to accede to 


a guarantee provision in pact re- 
newal negotiations. 


It’s understood that Lew Wasser- 
man, Music Corp. of America vice- 
prexy, who has been acting for 
Lanza in the current disk pact ne- 
gotions, asked Brig. Gen. David A. 
Sarnoff, RCA board chairman, for 
a $2,000,000 guarantee covering a 
new five-year contract. Previous- 
ly, Lanza reps asked for an $800,- 
000 guarantee over the same period 
and upped the ante after Victor's 
first nix of such a deal. Victor 
execs were reportedly ready to 
compromise by offering Lanza the 
$800,000 if his disk royalties for 
the last two years totalled $400,000. 


Like Victor, both M-G-M and 
Columbia are refusing to gamble 
on the future earning power on 
wax of any artist, no matter how 
hot he may have been or still is. 
Variable market trends have 
pointed up the difficulty of any 
vocalist to stay up on the hit lists 
with any degree of consistency, thus 
risking a payoff for the disk com- 
panies on their contractual guar- 
antees. In numerous instances, 
diskers have been burned due to 
the guarantees they granteg. to 
artists two and three years ago 
when the vet names were still a 
potent factor. 

In Lanza’s case, Victor has been 
disappointed with the returns on 
his last couple of platters; The 





west whom Harry Fox, as trustee 
for the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Assn., wants to prosecute in 
the manner that resulted in N. Y. 
Federal Judge Edward A. Conger 
ruling against Paradox Industries, 
Inc. and Dante Bollettino (Jolly 
Roger brand of records), 

Abeles was able to achieve a 
damage award, under the Statutory 
Minimum Damage Clause of $250 
minimum damage on each copy- 
right, as against the heretofore pre- 
sumed limit of 6c. royalty per disk 
—i.e., triple-damages based on the 
statutory 2c copyright royalty per 
disking. In addition, Abeles was 
allowed costs and $350 attorneys’ 
fees in each action. The extent of 
the punishment, it is figured, will 
achieve a deterrent on the disk- 
leggers, who heretofore hid behind 
multiple identities. 

Walter G. Douglas, board chair- 
man of MPPA, sent out a commu- 
nique to all publisher-members 
publicly congratulating Fox and 
Abeles. 

Incidentally, Abeles on behalf of 
the music publishers, plans action 
against Columbia Pictures on per- 
forming rights fees which he claims 
are overdue. 

The paradox here is that 
Schwartz & Frohlich represent 
Col and also are counsel for 
ASCAP. | 


Lutz Sues H&R for 1106 | 
Over ‘Blacksmith’ Disk’ 


Lutz Bros. Music Corp. filed a 
$110,000 suit in Superior Court 
against Hill & Range Songs, Inc., 
charging breach of agreement in 
the recording of ‘Blacksmith 
Blues,” Hit Parade tune. 

Plaintiff declares it made an 
agreement on Jan. 8 calling for 
H&R to record and exploit a song 
written by Jack Holmes. Next 
day, the suit asserts, it learned 
that H&R “caused Capitol to re- 
cord the song under the title, 
‘Blacksmith Blues,’ featuring Ella 
Mae Morse.” Complainant asks 











is one of the top hinterland clicks. | $100,000. 


tenor had two smashes in “Be My 
Love” and “It’s the Loveliest Night 
of the Year,” but since then has 
been unable to maintain that pace. 
In addition, Victor is in a good bar- 
gaining position since it has a vast 
backlog of masters by Lanza, esti- 
mated to be good for the next five 


years, 





RAY ANTHONY SOLIDLY 
BOOKED FOR 6 MONTHS 


A solid line of bookings has been 
picked up by the Ray Anthony 
orch for the next six months. An- 
thony, who’s been clicking on wax 
via his Capitol Records releases as 
well as in one-niter and location 
situations, is currently getting bids 
for spring and summer dates in 
1953. 

Set on the Anthony schedule@® a 
four-week date at the Hollywood 
Palladium beginning July 15. A 
three-week one-niter trek on the 
Coast follows with a one-week lay- 
off for waxing sessions. Band hits 
the road again Sept. 8 with a string 
of one-niters in Texas that'll run 
through Sept. 30. On Oct. 2, the 
orch begins a two-week engage- 
ment at the Thunderbird, Las 
Vegas, which will be followed by 
a string of one-niters through the 


| midwest. Orch hits the Fox Thea- 


tre, Detroit, Nov. 27 for a one- 
week stand and then swings north 
for another theatre date at the 
Seville, Montreal, Jan. 1. Band will 
then work its way to New York 
for its month’s stay at the Hotel 
Statler’s Cafe Rouge beginning 
Jan. 12. 


* 


John W. Griffin Registers 
As Record Mfrs.’ Lobbyist 


Washington, June 17. 

John W. Griffin has registered 
with Congress as lobbyist for the 
Record Industry Assn. of America, 
trade association of record manu- 
facturers. 

Griffin is the second person in 
recent weeks to register as lobby- 
ist for the platter manufacturers. 





Hank | $10,000 under the original agree-| Ernest S. Meyers, general counsel 
Thompson’s “Wild Side of Life’ | ment and damages amounting to} for 


the association, 
May 23. 


registered 
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Frankie Laine: “High Noon”- 
“Rock of Gibraltar’ (Columbia). 
Frankie Laine has another surefire 
click in this coupling. It’s a toss- 
up as to which side’ll become the 


jock-and-juke fave but both are} 
solid commercial entries and the} 
platter is bound to make lots of | Goodbye” (Decca). 


noise in thé quiet summer market. 
“Noon,” however, has the 
breakaway potential because of its 
spotting in the forthcoming Stan- 


ley Kramer pic of the same name. | 
It’s a class folk-balled that blends | -ame captivating charm. Miss Col-| 
: : , -|lins has a neat warbling technique 
Laine gives it a careful and capti-| shat needs no hoked-up waxing 


melody and lyric for top effect. 


vating rendition. “Gibraltar” is a 


° , ‘ } 
hard-hitting novelty item about a 


Fuller Brush man_ which 
duives out with plenty of force and 
humor. 

Patti Page: “Once in a While’’- 
“l'm Glad You're Happy With 
Someone Else’ (Mercury). The 
voices of Patti Page make the 
oldie, “Once in a While,” a good 
bet for a strong spinning ride. Yia 


Mere’s waxing gimmickry, side 
gets a quadruple dose of Miss 
Page’s pipes plus a lot of the 
flavor she gave her oustanding 


“Tennessee Waltz” etching 
only a single sampling of Miss 
Page’s voicebox on the reverse but 
it’s packed with appeal and should 
do well. 

Al Martino: “I Never Cared’”’- 
“Take My Heart” (Capitol). Al 
Martino, who skyrocketed on the 

latter parade via his BBS, indie 
abel, click of ‘Here in My Heart,” 
hits in the same big-voiced styling 
on his initial Capitol etching. Al- 
though neither number has the 
dramatic power of his springboard 


item, they should ride along on the | 
commercial | 


momentum for okay 
results. “Take My Heart,” is the 
big one here and Martino sells it 
persuasively. “I Never Cared” is 
a run-of-the-mill ballad to which 
Martino brings an_ occasional 
spark. 

Bill Hayes: “High Noon’’-‘‘Pa- 
dam-Padam” (M-G-M). Bill Hayes, 
regular on TY’s “Show of Shows,” 
who has yet to break out with a 
disglick, has his best chance via 
this release. He'll have a tough 
time bucking Frankie  Laine’s 
workover of “Noon” but his treat- 
ment should win a fair share of 
the spins. Hayes has a warm wax 
delivery, and although he lacks the 
pyrotechnics of the current crop 
of male diskers, is developing into 
a potent wax force. The “Noon” 
rendition will help him along the 
way. On “Padam,” a class ballad 
entry, Hayes displays a neat shel- 
lac savvy that could bring this 
song in. 

Tony Bavaar: “More or Less’’- 
“Break the Bands That Bind Me” 
(Victor). “More or Less” is a 
tasteful ballad item that's headed 
for a top slot in the market. It’s 
the kind of number that builds 
slowly, however, and its acceptance 
will come once the deejays get be- 





better | 


Laine | that makes her a strong entry in 


There’s | 


standout display via the familiar 
Lombardo orch treatment. Lom- 
‘bardo heightens Kstenability and 


|Back Home” via a sock arrange- 
ment that brings out the flavor of 





| 
By MIKE GROSS ithe vintage item. Cliff Grass han- 


tural for the deejays’ turntables. | dles the vocal excellently. Reverse 
Title and tempo of the bottom deck offers more of the Lombardo 
fit into the current market groove | styling with Stuart Foster 


it’s j i iec flight lyric. . Surefire 
t's just a pretentious piece out the top r 
with ‘a uncertain potential. jock and juke fodder. 

The Brewster Boys: “It’s Best 


llins: “So Madly in) The Von) NN 
bon From the Time You Say|We Say Goodbye”-“You’ll Never 


Dorothy Col-| Know” (Victor). “It’s Best We Say 

lins. who’s been pitching Lucky | Goodbye” gets the Brewster Boys, 

Strike cigs on TV for the past cou-| Victor’s new vocal combo entry, 
» of years, demonstrates on her u 

Pritial Decea platter that she canja_ catchy ballad that gives the 

sell a romantic number with the | Brewsters plenty of opportunity to 


forte. Should get a good ride with 
the jocks. Combo hits pleasantly 
Sa - for impact. She projects injon the Victor flip. Hugo Winter- 
ae Nag straightforward manner | halter orch backs tastefully. 
Platter Pointers 
M-G-M_ Records has 


la rich, 
| the femme disk sweeps. Treatment | 
lof “So Madly in Love,” a standout | 


| ballad, will get her plenty of spin-| money-making soundtrack album bone statement that if the tread in 


ning time on all levels. Reverse,|in “Lovely to Look At” featuring 
'a slower tempoed ballad, is an} Kathryn 
okay effort but not in the same| Kee] , 
class with the topside. 
| Seaton supplies a firstrate back- | slice in 
orch and) you” (Columbia) . . . “Delicado’ 

|gets a top treatment via Los Mu- 
the M-G-M label 
displays some 


Grayson and Howard 
: Kitty Kallen and the 
Gordon | Harry James orch have a fair 


ling conducting — his 
| chorus. 

| Tony Bennett: “Please My Love”’-|sicos on 
|“Have a Good Time” (Columbia).| Bill Krenz top- 


do to these songs that would lift/the Piano” (M-G-M) Sonny 


seems to. 
He gives | and “In My Garden” on the indie 
Jamison label . 


and Tony Bennett 
wasting his time trying. 
them both a. solid sendoff via his 
of material that won’t be budged| (Mercury) . . . Eileen Barton has 
out of the trite trough. The Ben-/a cute etching in “En-Thuz-E-Uz-E- 
nett devotees may find something | As-M” (Coral)... Dick Brown does 
in “Please, My Love” to please|an okay job on “A Letter From a 
them but they’re sure to treat the| Lady” (King) ... Vaughn Monroe 
flip tune as the little song that} has an impressive side in “Faith” 
wasn’t there. | (Victor) Victor Marchese 
Billy Williams’ Quartet: “Azurte’’-| scores on the same number on the 
“Stay” (Mercury). For their initial} M-G-M label Vic Damone 
Mercury platter, after ankling|has a charming workover of the 
M-G-M Records, the Billy Wil-| oldie “Tenderly” (Mercury) 
liams’ Quartet have come up with | Rudy Vallee returns to the waxing 
slick cou-ling that gets the combo | fold with a couple of 
off to a4 Kappy start. Group dis-|songs, “Bubbles in My Beer” and 
plays well-integrated harmony;|“The Beer That I Left Behind 
styling with topnotch arrange-| Me,” via the M-G-M 
ments. Workover of ‘“Azurte,” a/ter rates occasional spins .. . 
rhythmie blues number, is a top| Bing Crosby and Grady Martin 











technique. Rates plenty of spins.|a Little Lovin’” (Decca) . . . Tom- 


‘rently on a revival kick, get 2a 


Jazz Symposium Gets 





Like the Moon Above sounds are a forceful expression of 


belting | versity’s 


off to a winging start. Number is|the musical query, “Where do we 


| display their rhythmic harmonizing | erator. 


another | panel members couldn't agree with 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


There’s nothing any singer could| drawer keyboarding on “Coaxing| ‘30s as 


| 


them out of the mediocre groove |Calello could break through with | 
be|his renditions of “Wedding Day” | 


de . Dick Thomas , the Gene Krupa trio June 29. 
big-voiced pipings but it’s the kind/has a pleasant side in “Wonder” | 


drinking | 
lable. Plat- | 


sampling of the Williams’ crew's | have a neat rhythm side in “Just | 


| Combo gives “Stay” an interesting|my Tucker orch has a cute slice | 


bluesy approach _ that 
replays. 

| Peggy King: “There’s Doubt in| in 
|My Mind’-“I Cried For 
| (M-G-M). 
| dition to M-G-M’s artist roster,|. .. Arthur Prysock is effective on 
impresses as bigtime entry in this | “Sentimental Fool” (Decca). 
platter showcasing. Coupling gives Standout western, folk, blues, 
her chance to work over a current/rhythm, religious, polka, _ etc.: 
|pop, “Mind,” and a fave oldie,| Mahalia Jackson, “In the Upper 
“Cried For You,” and she handles} Room” (Apollo) .. . Jack Guthrie, 
each in an ingratiating, breathless | “Oklahoma Hills” (Capitol) 
styling that’s bound to pick up a|Crusaders Quartet, 
solid following.. Her delivery is! (Bibletone) ... Allen Bunn, “Dis- 
smooth but she isn’t afraid to let| couraged” (Apollo) ... Lil Green- 
go emotionally if the lyric mood! wood, “My Last Hour’ (Federal) 
warrants. Miss King scores solid-|. . . Arthur (Guitar Boogie) Smith 
ly on “Mind” and creates a proper| “River Rag” (M-G-M) 
feeling on the lachrymose reverse.| Acuff, “Don’t Hang Your Dirty 


“Idle Chatter’ (Decca)... 


bets. | 



































































































































hind this Bavaar slice. Bavaar has} Guy Lombardo Orch: “Walkin’|of Town” (Columbia) . Ro- 
a winning set of pipes and gives|My Baby Back Home”-“Once In a|berta Martin Singers, “He’s My 
the tune a rich reading. It's a’ While” (Decca). Two oldies, cur- Light” (Apollo). 
~~ 
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demands|in “Penny Candy” (M-G-M) . . .| 
Andrew Sisters have a slick side 


You”| Champ Butler has a click poten-| 
Peggy King, latest ad-/tial in “Padam-Padam” (Columbia) | 


. 


“Satisfied” 


j 
} 


Roy | 


Both sides are good jock and juke| Linen On My _ Line” (Columbia) | 
. Leon McAuliffe, “This Side | 


Songs With Largest Radio Audi 
Survey, Week of June 6-12 

The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
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Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director. Alphabetically listed. 
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‘Optional Center’ to Give 
45s Another Big Push 
For Columbia Records 


The 45 rpm speed system, which 
has been picking up steadily in re- 
tail sales ever since its introduc- 
tion three years ago, is due for an- 
other push with the adoption of 
the “optional center” on the 45 
rpm disks by Columbia Records. 
Addition of the “optional center” 
makes the disk marketing simpler 
because it can be used on.an or- 
dinary long play machine, without 
bothering with the special disk 
holder, as well as on the special 


Brandeis U. Spotlight 


Boston, June 17. 
A jazz symposium, a segment of 
the Festival of Creative Arts held 
in connection with Brandeis Uni- 
first commencement 
week, pulled close to 2,000 jazz ad- 


dicts to a discussion of “‘Jazz 1952” 
and hear samples of jazz from 
dixieland to bop. Held in Adolph 
Ullman outdoor amphitheatre, a 
panel of jazzophiles kicked around 


go from here?’, with composer | 
Leonard Bernstein in role of mod- 





The suggestion by — oe 45 rpm player. 
that jazz was getting ‘too intellec- | Pe EF Ps at ee Pr 
tual and moving too fast for the} _ Col’s initial try with the op- 
9 eee é | tional center’ will be made at its 
public” drew disagreement from Gonet‘ulank: adie: end dhineed t 
the audience, many of whom claim oan} : snipt od 


ee ‘ : its western distributors. It’s ex- 
to understand the new sounds. The pected, however, that all of the 


diskery’s plants will follow along 
the same lines. The Coast plant 
will test the sales impact of the 
new “center” on its 45 rpm singles 
only, holding off, for the time be- 
ing, on the 45 rpm album releases. 

Capitol Records, which spear- 
headed the “optional center” drive, 
reports a steady sales climb of its 
45s since it adopted it several 
months ago. The-.slow-speed disks 
are also getting a big push via the 
conversion of many radio stations 
around the country to the 45 sys- 
tem. 


modern music continues at the cur- 
rent pace, “there'll be four players 
and four listeners in 1960,” with 
another declaring the current 


contemporary life. A third mem- 
ber dismissed the topic, remarking 
that “‘jazz reached its peak in late 
exemplified by Benny 
Goodman and his contemporaries. 





Flip Phillips, tenor saxist, joins 
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Scavenger Blues 


Dr. Julius Mattfeld, the CBS musicologist, whose “Variery Music 
Cavaleade” has just been published at $10 by Prentice-Hall, re- 
ports that “already the Cavalcade is being vut to evil purposes. As 
vou know, when VARIETY first published our Musical-Historical 
Cavalcade, first in the Radio Year Book and later serialized in the 
paper, the prime intent was to assist film, radio and TV studios, 
and other program builders, as well as copyright researchists, et al., 
via this authentic breakdown of the American song scene since 
the Pilgrim fathers until midcentury. It’s for that reason Pren- 
tice-Hall saw a book version therein. é 

“But I didn’t foresee that certain types of music scavengers, who 
wait around for ‘PD Days in Dixie,’ as I call it, have been finding 
the ‘VarteTY Music Cavalcade’ very useful for finding out what and 
when ‘hits’ go into the Public Domain!” 


Disk Slump Has Everybody Moving 
Cautiously; Hold Off on Releases 


With the disk business dipping 











to the lowest levels in recent years, | 


the slump is currently being inten- 
sified by a waiting attitude adopted 
by all selling facets of the busi- 
ness. Caution on the sales end, 
meantime, is being complemented 
by a near-frantic search for hit 
material by wfriters, publishers and 
artists and repertoire staffers. 
Retailers, who are wary of being 
stuck with heavy inventories, have 
adopted a go-slow attitude on stock- 
ing up on new releases. Instead 


of buying a box of 25 disks, they 
are ordering in quantities of two 
and three, holding off on any sin- 
gle release until it shows a defi- 
nite potential. On the distributor 
level, the same process has been 
taking place in recent weeks with 
few distribs risking the initiative 
of ordering a number in any quan- 
tity and then going out to build a 
local hit with solid promotion. 

Major disk execs are similarly 
holding off on new releases. In- 
stead of pressing the usual 30-50,- 
000 platters on the initial run for 
top artists, they are turning them 
out in the 10,000 neighborhood in 
order not to be stuck with unsold 
shellac. In recent months, several 
diskeries have been burned by 
pressing heavy quantities of new 
releases and shipping them out on 
a guaranteed sales basis. Great 
majority of such cases have turned 
into dogs, saleswise. 

Many disk jockeys, who formerly 
went on a new number because 
they liked its chances, are also lay- 
ing back and waiting for the hits 
to develop. Although the jocks 
haven't much at stake except their 
batting averages in selecting the 
hits, they are now nursing their 
reputations as hit-pickers by plug- 
ging those numbers that already 
have shown up somewhere else. 

This policy of waiting-it-out has 
created a somewhat panicky atmos- 
phere on the creative end of. the 


Turn About 


Santa Barbara, June 17. 
Within 10 minutes after ar- 
| rival here, delegates were 
calling convention headquar- 
ters at Hotel Carrillo the “Ho- 
| tel Petrillo.” 

California turned the tables, 
however, when Gov. Earl War- 
ren arrived to address the con- 
vention and gave the, Spanish 
pronunciation to AFM prexy 
Petrillo’s name. Warren called 
him ‘Pet-tree-yo.” 

Only a few delegates kept 
| straight faces. 


| 
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Brit. Union Will 


Musicians Go On 


London, June 17. 
If two American artists, who 
have been granted work permits 


| Pubs Elect Len Feist | 


At its 58th annual meeting = 


counsel. 


| Which 





at the Hotel Warwick, N. Y., the 
| Music Publishers Assn. elected 
| Leonard Feist prez for the coming 
| year. Son of the late music pub- 
jlisher, Leo Feist, he succeeds 
| Joseph A. Fischer, of J. Fischer 
| & Bros., who, as retiring prez, 
automatically becomes veepee. 

Feist recently formed the Feist- 
| Robbins music firm with vet pub- 
lisher Jack Robbins. He also heads | 
his own Mercury Music. 

Donald 


a H. Gray, oft the H. W. 
Gray Co., and Willard Sniffin, 
Harold Flammer, Inc., were elected 


secretary and treasurer, respective- 


ly. Donald F. Malin, C. C. Bir- 
chard Co.; Kermit A. Walker. 
Bourne, Inc.; Walter Heinrichsen. 
C. F. Peters Corp., and Robert 
Schell, Shawnee Press, were} 
elected directors. Benjamin Pep- | 
per, New York attorney, was 


appointed permanent legal counsel. 
his marks the first time in MPA’s 
history that it has had a permanent | 





Industrial Sponsors On 
Stadium Concerts Mark 
First in Gotham Music’ 


A couple of unusual biz angles | 
being utilized by Stadium Concerts, | 
its 35th al fresco} 
longhair season at Lewisohn Stadi- | 
um, N. Y., Monday night (23), has 


preems 


| caused some trade attention. Ideas | 


 NixFeteif Yank 


have been picked up already by 
other musical organizations (such | 
as the N. Y. Philharmonic), for | 
their own use. 

For the first time in N. Y 
events, the Stadium management | 
has introduced the industrial spon- 
sorship plan. A biz concern con- 
tributes $1,000 to the organization, 
with the company listed as sponsor 
of one of the Wednesday night con- 
certs. Concern gets a free ad in 


. music | 


| the house program, as well as 1,000 


by the Ministry of Labor, appear | 


on the stage at the Royal Festival 
| Hall Jazz Festival on June 28-30. 
no British musician will be allowed 
to perform. This edict is the latest 


roynd in the Musicians Union war | 


with the American Federation of 
Musicians, which likely will be 
continued until .a basis of reci- 
| procity is achieved. 


free tickets for its employees for 
that concert. Idea, just broached, 
has caught the fancy of several 
N. Y. firms, sponsors already in- 


| cluding the National City Bank and 
| Loft’s Candy Shops. 


| In this way the Musicians Union | 


is repeating the tactics it employed 
| successfully last year when Ameri- 
can instrumentalists were kept off 
| the Festival Hall stage. The union 
'is confident that as a result of this 
| pressure the concerts will go on 
| without any foreign artists. 
| Six British bands have been 
| signed to play the Festival and 
|are being told by their union 
| leaders that they must not work 
| with _ non-union members. The 





business. Writers are pressing to| British combos engaged for the | 


come up with a novelty but instead 
ére producing badly thought-out 
numbers. Lack of good material, 
in turn, has resulted in the a&r 
men’s substitution of gimmicks on 


wax in place of the basic song in-| 


gredients. 


_Trade execs expect a continua- 
tion of the vicious circle until the 
business is lifted out of the dol- 


| Festival include Humphrey Lyt- 
|tleton, Geraldo, Johnny Dank- 
worth and Ambrose Cambell. 

| The two Americans whose per- 
mits were sanctioned by the Min- 
istry without prior consultation 
| with the Musicians Union are Lon- 
;nie Johnson and Ralph Sutton. 
Two European musicians had alse 
been engaged. 


| with the bite put on civic-minded 
| musiclovers during the season for 
| whatever balance is needed. 


| Prices are the same, Mrs. Guggen- 
|heimer also stating she’s never 
|raised or dropped out the 1,000 


Other new biz gimmick is an in- 
stallment plan on tickets, also be- 
ing tried for the first time in 
Gotham. Season tix are being of- 
fered through 
Stores, purchasable via their credit 
plan, with Sachs paying the Stadi- | 
um in full at once and assuming | 
responsibility of collecting. 

Management reports interest in | 
this scheme, while its subscrip- 
tions are also going better than 
in recent seasons. Mrs. Minnie | 
Guggenheimer, Stadium chairman | 
and the organization’s sparkplug, 
reports good progress, too, on her 
annual pre-season drive for funds 
to offset the usual season deficit. 
Drive is for $100,000. Usually about 
half is raised before opening night, 


Season will run six weeks, five 
nights a week, same as last year. 


| 
| 


Foreign Songs Lean Too Heavily On 


U.S. Melody; Morris, Selvin Sound Off 





N.Y. Philharmonic to Ink 
Temporary AGMA Pac 


The N. Y. Philharmonic-Sympho- 
ny will sign a memorandum agree- 
ment with the American Guild of 
Musical Artists this week, covering 
use of at least one union chorus 
for next season ('52-’53). 
marks the first 
monic is signing with AGMA, and 
is a temporary arrangement for 
the season. 

Gotham symph has three choral 
works set for next year, Beethov- 
en’s “Missa Solemnis,” Milhaud’s 


| “Christopher Columbus” and “Boris 


This | 
time the Philhar- 


* Flock of music men who've re- 
[turned from European treks dur- 
| ing the past few weeks report that 
the Old World is offering little 
today for the U. S. pop market. 
Foreign output, they complain, is 
leaning too heavily on American 
melodic styles and it’s become in- 
creasingly difficult to get a suit- 
able English lyric for tunes which 
show potential for impact here. 
Although some pubs have been 
adding foreign tunes to their cata- 
logs, an increasing number of the 
publishing fraternity have decided 
to lay off the European songs be- 


;cause they've failed to break 
| through. 4 
“The majority of our amateur 


| Westminster 
| Cantorum heretofore for its choral | (Buddy) 


;to do 











> ”*- | “My Foolish Heart” (RKO) clicked ‘cautious about gambling on the 
the Sachs Quality | strongly on the disk and sheet level. 


Godunov” excerpts. It has used the | Composers are turning out better 
Choir and _ Schola| stuff,” stated pubbery topper E. H. 
Morris, who returned 
needs, and probably will continue |from a_ six-week European tour 
so. The Schola Cantor-|last week. “The American pub- 
um is becoming unionized, joining | lisher should try to develop this 
AGMA. Symph has held off on| talent instead of trvine to dig up 
union choruses, because of the ex- | another ‘La Vie En Rose’.” 
pense. Ben Selvin, general manager of 
AGMA has been slowly moving | Southern Music, who’s now back 
into the symph field, where chorus- at his N. Y. desk after hitting the 
es are used, except in towns where London-Paris-Rome axis, stressed 
there isn’t sufficient talent or op-|that buying a foreign song for 
portunity to matter. It signed the| U. S. publication has become a 
Little Orchestra Society of N. Y.| big gamble. 
two years ago. Last season it had “It's hard to tell whether a song 
a pact with the Los Angeles Sym-/is a hit in a European. country 
phony, but it’s been learned that | because of its lyric or its melody,” 
the Coast orch hasn't re-signed for|he added. “And the mood and 
*52-'53, and plans not to. |rendition given a tune by the na- 


tive music-makers is likely to dis- 
tort an American musicman’s per- 
spective.” 
Background 
a * 
Music Getting 
= 
Publisher Play *s"ss-3 >, zit ertues 


|sheet music sales is also matt® 
| With the failure of tunes from | with the foreign pub usually get- 


‘ting 5¢ or 6c a copy. American 





Tougher Deals 


| 


_ Another factor in the slowdown 
of European pop imports is the 
demand by foreign publishers for 
| higher guarantees. An American 
pub is now being asked to shell 
; out between $1,000 and $2,000 in 


| pix to break through the pop mar- 
|ket in the past few seasons, pub-| pub also has to dish out. another 
‘lishing firms are now latching on | royalty to the English lyrie writer, 
to a pic’s background theme for a| which leaves -him a small profit 
| big pop promotion. In recent years | if the tune clicks—and a big out- 
;such pic background music as “The | lay if it doesh’t. Overall] music biz 
| Third Man Theme” (Selznick) and | downbeat has made the pubs more 


| foreign items. 
Already set for a combined pub- Paucity of good lyric men here 
bery-diskery drive is “High Noon,” is also keeping the American 
derived from the forthcoming Stan- | pubs to their “no hands across the 
ley Kramer production of the same | sea” policy. In the past the pub- 
name. Tune, penned by Dimitri |lishers have had to go through four 
Tiomkin and Ned Washington, is; of five writers before an accept- 
being published by Feist Music, of able lyric would turn up. The top 
the Big Three (Robbins, Feist & | lyricists, too, have had trouble in 


Miller). developing an English adaptation, 
“Noon” is getting a wide record complaining that the melodic 
company coverage, with Frankie|™00d in most of the European 


songs doesn’t fit easily into current 
pop tastes. 


LES ABBOTT LEAVES 
FD&H FOR SOUTHERN 


Laine cutting for Columbia; Bill 
Hayes for M-G-M, and Tex Ritter 
for Capitol. Ritter, incidentally, 
sings the tune in the pic, though 
he’s not in the film. The other 
majors are expected to set their 
waxings within a week. 

E. B. Marks Music is hopping 
on the theme-music bandwagon London, June 17, 
with “The World in His Arms” (U) Leslie Abbott, son of John Ab 
Tune, written by Frank Skinner | bott, is leaving the music publish- 
and Frederick Herbert, was adapt-| ing firm of Francis, Day & Hunter 








drums by some smash number. No-| Claiming that their opposition 
body knows how such a number can |to the appearance of American 
be developed at the present time | bands and individual musicians is 
but the trade is confident that such | maintained owing to their knowl- 


| seats that have sold at 30¢ since 
\the series began. There will be as 
| many popular programs as before, 
| with a couple of new events, such 


as a Jerome Kern Night and Gian- 


ed from the recurrent theme used | at the end of this month. On July 
in Universal-International’s forth- 1 he becomes managing director of 
coming pic of the same name. Disk | Southern Music and its associate 
assignments are now being set. | company, Meridian. 


A director of FD&H, Abbott has 











a smash will 
later. 


Hartman’s RCA ‘Song’ 
Used as NAACP Theme 


Johnny Hartman’s RCA Victor 
etching of “Lift Ev'ry Voice and 
ing has been adopted by the 
National Assn. for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People as its 
quasi-official anthem. 


yi AACR, which cooperated with 
ictor in 





= the song to open its branch 
‘eetings around the country. Tune, 
penned in 1898, was written by the 
“eero poet, James Weldon John- 


It 





Rosenblith’s San Antonio Spot 
. San Antonio, June 17. 
lint tesenblith, New York vio- 
St, will be concertmaster of the 


comign ome Symph during the 


La ion So succeeding Leopold | 


into the armatter has been drafted 


‘med forces, 


producing the side, will | 


Son, and his brother J. Rosamond. | 


S coupled with “ on oF , 
pice with “There Is A Way. | made up entirely of British artists. | Cleveland. 





turn up sooner or edge that in comparable circum- | 
| stances British musicians would | 


/not be permitted to work in 
|America, the Musicians Union 
j}expresses “considerable doubt” 


whether the educational or cul- 
| tural significance of the concerts 
| would be increased by the inciu- 
|sion of foreign artists. 
| The union reiterates that 
| willing to discuss with the Minis- 
| try a system for the control and 
regulated presentation of foreign 
|solo jazz artists, but pending such 
‘talks it is rigorously opposing the 
presentation of these foreign jazz 
musicians. 

Festival Hall jazz concerts are 
sponsored by the National Federa- 
tion of Jazz Organizations. Last 
‘year’s two dates were completely 
sold out although the bill was 





Decca Pacts Kai Erickson 
Kai Erickson, Swedish singer, 
}was inked to a longterm Decca 
| pact last week. 
| Erickson, who has never before 
,etched for a U. S. label, will cut 
his first sides within two weeks. 








| 
| 
| 


Williamson handling press. | 





| Dimitri Mitropoulos as conductor 
it is | 


Carlo Menotti Night, in addition to 
the Gershwin and Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein evenings. Programs will 
also include Italian, French and 
Viennese evenings; a ballet night; 
Tchaikovsky and Beethoven eve- 
nings, and “Carmen” in concert 
form. Opening night will have 


and Marian Anderson as soloist. 
Orch consists of N. Y. Philhar- 
monic players. Boris Sokoloff is ad- 
ministrative director, with Alix 








Johnnie Ray Biog 


Hopping on the Johnnie Ray | 
bandwagon, World is prepping pub- | 
lication of the lachrymose singer's | 
biog. Tome was penned by Bill 
Randle, disk jockey on WERE, | 


It’s skedded to hit the stalls 
Sept. 15. 





} 


Jordan Music Corp. chartered to 
conduct a music publishing, record- | 
ing and transcription business in | 
New York. Capital stock is 200) 
shares, no par value. 


| York desk in August. 


| been in charge of the company’s 
/recorded library muric and also 
its oldtime dance music, as well as 
playing an active part in the gen- 
eral administration. 


Okeh Realigning For 


Promotional Push 


With Okeh Records, Columbia 
Records subsid which was reacti- 
vated last year, now rolling in high 
gear, diskery is prepping a realign- 
ment of its staffers to hypo its 
sales and promotional activities. In- 
itial move was made last week 
with Danny Stevens, eastern rec-| concert at Hotel Astor, N. Y., Sun- 
ord promotion manager for Col,|/day (15), with herself as chief 
taking over sales and promotion | singer, the Luther Henderson Trio 
for Okeh. Stevens will continue | and the Normanaires as support, 
with his Col chores. and proceeds going to the N. Y. 

Move was made to relieve Danny | Herald Tribune Fresh Air Fund. 
Kessler, Okeh’s artists and reper-| Interesting, unhackneyed proe 
toire chief, who also handled the | gram, split in three parts—to music 
label’s sales and promotion. Kessler | of °20°, ’30s and '40s—had Miss 
will now concentrate on the aé&r | }jaj] running an appealing gamut 
end only. ‘from street cries and _spirituals 
(unaccompanied), to “My Bill,” 
|*Mango,” “Blue Skies” and a score 





Juanita Hall in Cocktail 
Concert to Aid Trib Fund 


Juanita Hall presented a cocktail 








Krasno’s Coast Waxing 

Hecky Krasno, artists and rep- of other faves. 
ertoire topper of Columbia Rec-| The Henderson Trio backed, 
ords’ children's division, headed while also offering medleys of El- 
for the Coast last week to super- lington, Gershwin and Rodgers 
vise a flock of waxing sessions. _tunes, and the Normanaires gave 

He’s expected back at his New vocal support to Miss aoe 

ron. 





















i 
: 
' 
} 
' 























a a 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































Seen ee 


aA st pt, = ee ' 
| ieee errs — — ” — — — —_ — Pesresey 30210 ITV OU) ‘AIVIICA 1QR1Nd0> SaaS... — 
N v - e.. littl li ili oem en ceeunnanead Se ciaeaeen: : ol ___BSSOUBA JOPLA _ SAPPY IOPUT AA oan ¢ 61 Is 
s & — — al “a a telat a lal le ey he aM JO uv eyquinjo) — “key ewuyoer -¢ PT 
oi L cs a 7 .. ‘a Da, Ghee eae wales Rae Oe operated IO}TA* ueseuely "dey i ate 
é L « _ ‘ * Se oth . TR Set eS ee ee Gf, Oe ee ee quid Autjq yuNa tog. uosiapuy Aolay] 2 ate 
es SEES EEEEEEE - y “eM 43040 443 VO | | 7 waynes Wer | ate 
~ seen eo Del el LM it nie! si bei +p BBE Ajsepuey eiquinjoj****-- Aauooiy Aseurasoy CT OP 
i L ws os mn é. .- , Meee ES yo re ee TE Ee dujJM Ajou07] jude + Jaqxeg so'] I atP 
i sioner - > OUNL 9su1q AJ0q oy) 0g IOpIA ~--agey AUOLZ ves 
+ ——— , : a ee yles4w eH Aew rT Aqieqg = ***" "7" uNPW AWed €  €% ARS 
8 REIT -s Stn ee gee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ate ee ee ee ee ue) aN Al tog £1304) uog > age 
g 5 - i ._ 7. = oS oe pee Se Seetneeeeuraneess opera joden “wowwa yi ues ¢ ase 
3 rs sh L L st pueysiopun | ae “saoy anog > 0S Ose 
8 ° ii 9 . EET, SRS ay Bee oul 9 J9AQN TL.NOR BIqUIN]O) Jat “W112 49s _Angy (4  @se 
é sy oe yr 01 6 a val 9 CCT [amare gy tees oes joide [lauu0),Q ua1eH I W8E 
RAE eS oo Pa z "suey O04 ant PayemM TE a “ares key of 9S 
ee ° us Zz Seeveseatsse dy 4 aW 4 uy > joydeD — uruloi4 auer tae pe 
ee eS Ol eae oa ounjs0g J0_[22uUAt | ** oudeD ‘aaeys key O6ICOOL:OaBES 
i cchecaiiocest iy 8 (a eT ET eh GEE ATE RSE A IGS BED a PR A ti ‘£it0§ Wy AID TaTY autem Aqqog % VEE 
1 rope T fae osuey eng ' R2090q opaequoy Any ¢ we 6Z AGS 
or ce ce ve ?< T ‘’ ccccMUuNgd yuejg Aud’ [e109 ° ‘AoTpesrg uaaQ it | a a6e 
RRA , F * L S czer eer &kq S205 ou sy poudeg Auoyjuy 4ey 2. LI O6z 
ee ss Fe or 8 Or “* **"Byueapésuued 421nqsiid "BIQUINIOD Jaq, ‘WHPWHW Any < I 91 @6z 
= IES Sa 9 CRA ale a aurysunS Uy UTMIe A eiqUNnjoD ~~" BaeUIS yURIy = Z V6 
ee ee ; ; r - “7 ee  2aeon A ey eg eiqunjop 30uueg <U0L, <2 G@Lz 
, Sipe Ris a a a L “Oye NOX soueyD sjeys 10}IA- J9ySid 2IPPA iL ¥L 
+ itt A ai : hy ¢ ¢ 2W eave] nox pig 4UM ‘I0HA° “oul0g Aitag of 9% 
ES a € | Ss i = ‘pug jo Suyuujzog si su, eee laus0y uog i ¢ 
ee 209 ¢ ae PS SR ES ES LB bt Be A aqhew 40}91A "" 40US1d “2pPA-ewoy ‘a Oz 
,, Siecle | Lf Mund AUCld AU 10JI1A * sung 994L 7% bara 
oI ote 3 A 7 SF PURE kN oI er A Sinox Ul,] B200C © sooy inog ££ —" Wa 
O52 3": 53" L or . = es iH Ph hod we sania YsWsyoRTg | "Joye * aSi0W FEW VA Bi Il sez 
91 : <- - = $ ee ee ee ee ee eens sets ys e018; lode ined Sal 9 oe VO 
. SA z é DERM ELE BANAL AE yoke Lae osuey ania” 109A °° sayeysaUIM OFNH FI CGI 
61 ae 2 e 4 if & a SO On ee ee a POS Sk ia aa Ls att JO SSIM "* AOJTA unseyW AUOL L 62 SI 
ER SES “i 9 £ e b Pa Pe ee: AayyeaM Wojauts9ze AA 1OVTA “JaUSi4 “A-OWOD “Gd so ZSCOOSCiL:CT 
| Se RRL EE PES ee ee 6 3 - RE edt VLE JOWIA JouSId Appa EL C6 COT 
SL “OT Lee L  * ae "* ABAL 24) SUOTY ®eyMmoulOS ‘yoydeg "ato (FUT) WEN fb eT 
82 a k 3 . z aie ; VeIyI2OMS UYasiapaM INV —“uopuoyT ‘uusy eva TOL 
Swe 9 iS. OL Met (27 SSS whe L ROR ie UjssasuoD wy” oudeD psog Auew-ined SPT ob Oh OST 
a 2. Se L 9.9 ¢ 8 e ne 918 = EE eres: suyytuy og imo paemoH Appa Zl £1 at 
er eS ‘9 ee 2, e g L 6 I bed. eh ES Ang © sy Ang yo BIquinjoD keq syog 91 9 IE 
oS =—s “ 6 Fs on . ¥Sy I i Or ~~ g ° Z € “* Q eervereeeeees ees eseeeses Jaa] eeereeres B009q Ses ‘suyyuar "D-2997 A230q FOOT 
96s i ; - z pe ae ee a . 3 — s = g = . eS REE wa, a: tage wosiapuy ois] &% co 6 
ts _1t c I 8 b 6 Ol Rae. f £ x AE Ses aa YonW SV JIeH BiquiNnjoD ~*~" Aauoojy Aseurasoy Lb £2 8_ 
ea mer 2 ; +. 2. 6 ¢ ‘a - 3 ne mou CE "aus0) wo 6. bt 
a) ee: oe SS ee Fee 8 A Wp ORS SS 2 6  awon <qeq AW UDTeM Biquinjog ~*""*** key ajuuyor 6 8 9 
—S sss F . £ 7 ¢ 8 : ¢ s zap z COR Oo sinox wp AT utd APPA L zis 
ee Se oe e + -s mg wee aie a PT TR 6 os € Dee at eae, auoly AIPM ILE [B10 yeusoyD UOoG SI LF 
cet ¢ I 8 eee Be ee — fee ee Se i 9 a oo 7" wie ee ee Ld ; | ee a es Se _opeosg ** BIquIN}|O) yer Ajsegd [Tl €& fF 
2 s ; Fee c .<8 Z I I PO te 7s a fa | & I I e-.& I 8 80H AW UY as9H See /oupsewW IV 9 6 
ae te. Te. i ew. ©. 8 OTR See - GE SE Be : s eres s RASS aaa Jo ssiy Aina sau) "12100 Ol tt 
~ ’ wn - wr - ~ P = 7 = oo 2u0 s so] ul “yA m 
PTEPSIEIELTTELE LETTE TEELEPEPe feet Fe — Ess 
N Siecieist gs!) F wl) gis pie e am! ST ew) Bi we aod: wae se ia} & a a ow 
2 > & |< , x : mn = | & a | » s | = Z a 2 2 = A ©; & 
PES locke! (FIP I SF Fiei sg; Sie ere! 2.218 f/f] 2 So) F/ Fi) Fi 213 Ses eee 
7 > & L | | > $ ig p = . fie § & ; 3 | = , r | £ 8 1 & 21 2.4 L ba | ; | = ‘AyOU-iHa4 N4qunod ay3 40 8401288 11 
T | ~ | | 5 = Bs Oo > z a » | w | re} s + : 5 S| | j | Siw 5 s | < | = fo aanjord aaisuayaidwuod D suasasd 01 429M 02 yaan ae yen shaxaot pup 
7 ial = = = - =| 3 > | x L = os 7/°¢ < > > ABREE €e' T | Ba 84 t $211 —‘2usod auo 03 umop UO OS pUuD Z ‘ON D 40} 6 uouuaus | ‘ON D 40f 
| > “ cA 2 ) + = mt L = ; = > FE) a | 5 4 < si 2 = = fa \ sjurod QI fo stspq ayi uo paindwoo auv sbunvy doi uo asoy2 sD yam sp 
Vv a S ma | a . = a im) z | = =| °9 e r= e se) — ° a — S = | z Sig} = fiztupjndod ut Buisis sps0da4 asoyi alpoipur 01 paubisap st uoiMidwod srtyy 
npr) = iRise 8. 214; 6, 8! 8) 3 | = & - B@iai*®i3' hi | (ein 
o = = gi: i* (sé = | - | =» ®@! « wt =. | v | 2 A rT 
z f 5 ch es Se ee pak of 388 228 |F PI ANAC ONIGNA WaaM ALALY7Z 
ya | 6407) Ou | Dany! end bIG ‘ue: wieg | “ty | 94 | eA] “40g 004,m AdUID 1 4,URA' “> iy "O'N J owey | “Ssoy | 40480 | eso | Auog | 44,3,9 | poy | pse> | yg = ues * | me AON . ; 
heoyg 105 | -2024 | aay on ~109q Pwo | | ww | 05 | | Pea | eum “40-1199 | Iv | HOM “HOH ne | 209 | w 
« 283M ava isaMaiw HinoSs iSv3 
} = _—__— 
SAUMOOPF MSIG ‘Ss °A DNIGVAI VIA GUHTIOd SV 
ee 
a UvdITe A ODD @ 
|jsouny pue ju0 [eX Pp 
° 
be teats  ________ ———_—_—_———— — —_— — am. - ——— 


























inc. All Rights Reserved 


‘Copyright Variety. 


vv aret ooe 





Veron 


Hugo YWinterhaiter 


3 


19 




















tg 






Wednesday, June 18, 1952 





—_—_ 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC | 


45 








OF 


TOP TALENT AND 


fi = 
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Coin Machines _ Retail Disks 


for 








TALENT 


VLL WALK ALONE. 
BE ANYTHING ... 


eeeeeereeoeeeee see eeneeeee 


eeeeveeoeereeeereeevrerves 


HALF AS MUCH..... ; 
BLACKSMITH BLUES. 


owoomo s31 OO UOT SW DD 
own] & WI 


10 


— 


eeweeeeeeereereereee 





Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


WEEK ENDING JUNE 14 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 


with VarieTy. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent ‘disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


eeeerevreeereve® 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
week. week. ARTIST AND LABEL 
1 2 AL MARTINO (BBS)........ ery ToT Tete 
2 5 GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury)...........++.. 
3 3 DON CORNELL (Coral)..... siabeue sane dase 
4 4 PERCY FAITH (Columbia).............00. 
5 1 LEROY ANDERSON (Decca)......... oopees 
6 ny ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ...... 
7 10 DORIS DAY (Columbia).............0000. 
8 VERA LYNN (London)...... ccccccccsscess 
9 9 KAY STARR (Capitol)............ 
10 8 ELLA MAE MORSE (Capitol) ............. 
TUNES 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
week. week. TUNE 
1 2 KISS OF FIRE......... ogeacnee 
1 BLUE TANGO eC eecccecececs 
3 See EN MEW BREART.. .6cccccccevcccces , 
SIE 6.05 bcd Gan ecbacuoed bese seseeh 
PE 6,5 cu sb eheehebheerassd ooree 4 


A GUY IS A GUY... ..ccccccccccccccccccccccccrevcevssesessesens 


sere eeeeewre 











TUNE 


... Here in My Heart 
... Kiss of Fire 


{I’ll Walk Alone 
)I’m Yours 


.» Delicado 


... Blue Tango 


Half as Much 


... A Guy Is a Guy 


Auf Wiedersehn 
Sweetheart 


.. Wheel of Fortune 
.. Blacksmith Blues 


PUBLISHER 
ceteued chad Duchess 
becca 
soeedeneSteeens ....- Mellin 
50606405 
.eee.- Algonquin 
neeeepe ... Mayfair 
panes ss 600066 60 ae 
.Ludlow 

Acuff-R 
... Hill-R 


| 
| 
| 


TV, Show Biz Ballyhoo Cue Rises 
Of Boys Town Choir to 60 Dates 





(Week ending June 7) 
London, June 11. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


Ay-round The Corner... .Dash 
Blacksmith Blues. ...Chappell 
Auf Wiedersen.......Maurice 
re ..F.D.&H. 
Won't Live in Castle Connelly 
Unforgettable ...... Bourne 
Tell Me Why.. . .Morris 


| There’s Pawnshop. .Cinephonic 
| Wheel of Fortune... Victoria 
ES eee eee F.D.&H. 
AP EOD Sicsicvwewe ed Pickwick 
Be Life’s Companion. . Morris 


Second 12 


Be Anything...... Cinephonic 
Se GOOG oe ete as « Sterling 
Gandy Dancers’ Ball. . Disney 


A Guy Is a Guy....... Leeds 
Saturday Rag .... . .Fields 
I ee oo ad snes Victoria 
Little White Cloud... .Lennox 
Ee ere Wright 


Please Mister Sun...Chappell 
At the End of Day...Chappell 
Blue Tango Mills 
Dance Me Loose...... Magna 


Avincireng’ s Wax Activity, 
On Numerical Count, Ranks 
Below Several Oldtimers 


Roanoke, Va. 











Editor, VARIETY: 





Front page item in June 4 
Variety, “Armstrong Still Hot 
| After Disking 30 Years,” will pro- 


; voke some eyebrow lifting among 
|oldtimers in record industry and 
| collectors whose book-learning on 
| platter history goes back to begin- 
| ning of the biz. 


tion of phonograph, 
| “it’s estimated that Armstrong has 


| last 30 years.” 
|mo, the fact remains that if “well 


| plished in 30 
| doesn’t rank even among the first 
1100 recording artists, gauged 
alltime volume. 

From earliest days of recording 
| up to introduction of electric proc- 
less in 1925, singing or playing for 
'records was highly specialized. 
| Comparatively few vocalists had 








varreTy |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{ Al Martino .... 
\ Tony Bennett ........Columbia 
{ Georgia Gibbs 
2. KISS OF FIRE (7) NGL s  cnea amas dan bbs 0460 0ness +e ae Eckstine ee 


1, HERE IN MY HEART (4) (Mellin).....ssccsseeeereceeeces: 


3. DELICADO (3) (Witmark) 
4. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME (4) (DeSylva-B-H)....... 


5. I'M YOURS (6) (Algonquin) gaepadunbies duet gesdaabsegtd 


6. BLUE TANGO (17) (Mills) .. 


eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeee 


% ILL WALK ALONE (8) (Mayfair) ...cccsccsceccecceeeeess 


8. A GUY IS A GUY (9) (Ludlow) 
9. HALF AS MUCH (1) (Acuff-R) . 


BE ANYTHING (6) (Shapiro-B) eeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeres 


Second Group 


BLACKSMITH BLUES (11) (HII-R) .....ccccccccecccsscseeeeees 
WHEEL OF FORTUNE (17) (Laurel) .....ssseeseeseeseeseeecers 
FORGIVE ME (7) (Advanced) 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA (6) (Oxford) .....0s0es000000: 
AUF WIEDERSEHN (HUI-R) ........00scesesscscecccsccssssece 
MAYBE (Robbins) ..... SO, PEEP 
ANETIME (16) GUURD....0..0000ccccccccccccccccccsoecssoess 
SUGARBUSH (Schirmer) .....ccssscssessesseeeeneeeserereess 
SMOKERINGS (Amer-Acad) .....ccecssssssccscccecesesceeees 
ME TOO GhagWOOMD cos...csesccsscsccscscsccsesccesssooesess 
LOVER (Famous) 


CARIOCA (T. B, Harms) PPT TTT TTT TA ae 
YOU (Republic) 


seer eee ee eeeneee eeseeeeeeeeeereeree 


eevesneere 


eeerve 
ePrece cee ee eeeee ees eeeeeessseseseesere® 


eeeeee eeeeeesteeeeree seers eereseeeree® 
' 


6000640006 606004 seeee* ) Stan Kenton 


{ Eddy Howard .... 


Week of June 14 


rere 


errr. 


ee ere 

UTony Martin .....e...... Victor 
{ Percy Faith .....+....Columbia 
secocesen Cees 

Johnnie Ray ...+++...Columbia 
Don Cornell. ..ccccccdcs+ COP 
Eddie Fisher .....sece++.Victor 

{ Leroy Anderson .........Decca 
)} Hugo Winterhalter ,.....Victor 
(Don Cornell ... .. eeee+. Coral 
lJane Froman ...... ..-Capitol 
Doris Day ....... ...--Columbia 


Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
eoe.- Mercury 


{Champ Butler ........Columbia 
Ella Mae Morse ........Capitol 
Kay Starr ......++++..-Capitol 
Bddie Fisher .:...c0sc Victor 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Vera. LURh, 66. cssswowes London 
P. Como-E. Fisher ...... Victor 
Eddie Fisher ........+.... Victor 


Frankie Laine-D. Day. .Columbia 
Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 


Kay Starr .vcccccccvese Capitol 
Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins ....Decca 
tae Peel .sadivtesse ees Capitol 
Sammy Kaye ........Columbia 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 


DEEEEEEEEFEEFEEFFEEFEFFEFFFEFFFS FOS FFF FF 444 


9444446644646 44 


| pipes that recorded well, and those 
| whose tones seemed “made” for 
| recording had just about a monop- 
|oly. Because of this, some had a 
popularity that no present-day per- 
former even approaches, and they 
did it without benefit of high-pres- 
sure publicity or movie, radio, tele- 
vision and night club appearances. 

Most prolific recorders among 
vocalists were Henry Burr and 
Billy Murray, with Burr probably in 
lead, because during most of his 
eareer he free-lanced, singing for 
virtually every American record- 
ing company, while Murray 
through much of his long stretch 
was either exclusive to Victor or 
joint-pacted to Victor and Edison. 
From 1902 to 1932, Burr took part 
in at least 12,000 separate waxings 
—probably more. He not only 
made thousands of solos, but sang 
duets with Albert Campbell and 
dozens of other chirps, and was 
lead tenor in Sterling Trio and 
Peerless Quartet. Murray also 
soloed by the thousands, did duets 
with practically every popular 
singer and was lead in. American 


cut well over 1,000 sides during the | : 
With no intention | Straight percentage, but is specu- 
'to take anything away from Satch |}lating on a promoter, four-wall 


i ides” is all he’s accom- ; 
ot te as ly years he probably a repeat; Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Nov. 


on |} 


+ Application of show biz methods 


plus network television guest shots 
and record albums have boosted 
the stock of Father Flanagan’s 
Boys Town Choir to the point 
where the 50-voice group from Ne- 
braska will play a peak 60 dates 


or more in.the U. S. and Canada 
| this fall. As a result, the welfare- 
humanitarian troupe will enter the 
concert bigtime. 

Responsible for the show biz 
bally and the booking this year is 
| David B. Whalen, former longtime 
|road rep for Gene Autry, who is 
directing the route from New York. 
Whalen thinks the engagements 4 
will run closer to 80, but will settle 
for 60 as the longest skein ever 
played by the choir. Whalen got 
the booking nod a few months ago 
from Msgr. Nicholas H. Wegner, 
director of the Boys’ Home in Boys 
Town, Neb. The choir director is 
Father Francis P. Schmitt, who's 
filled that post since the group was 
launched. 





One Financial Setup 


The financial setup is the same 
in every town, regardless of size or 
facilities. Each sponsor pays the 
regular one-nighter fee of $1,250, 
out of which the choir pays for its 
housing, feeding and _ traveling. 
The balance goes toward the mu- 
sical education of the so-inclined 
youngsters who live and are 
schooled in Boys Town. Adtspices 
are advised that “under provisions 
of the new tax law, certain concert 
presentations are exempt from the 
regular Federal admission tax,” 
but each sponsor is asked to check 
with the local Internal Revenue 
collector for a decision in this re- 
gard. 


The tour will be launched Sept. 
5 and wind up in time for the boys 
to have their Thanksgiving festivi- 
ties “at home.” Initialer will be 
in Schadron, Neb. (pop. 4,800), and 
even smaller than that on the trek. ¥ 
is Winnemucca, Nev. (3,000), whose 





Brow-twitching feature of article; Nixon Hall is a 532-seater. Spon- 
| is statement that Armstrong is re-| sors reduce the gamble by apply- 
puted to have cut more sides than| ing an extra tab for tier seats, or 
‘any other performer since inven-| by donations-subsidies. 
followed by| 


Three Key Cities 


Whalen handles the reins on 


basis in three key cities. These are 
Orchestra Hall, Chicage, Oct. 25, 


8, third annual, and Symphony 
Hall, Boston, Nov. 15, also the 
|third appearance there. Whalen 


| handled the 1950-51 stands for the 


choir at Carnegie Hall. In all, about 
26 states will be covered plus Can- 
ada, where stands will be made 
at Regina, Vancouver, Winnipeg, 
Quebec (probably Montreal), and 
Toronto, Latter city will be played 
around election time, as Whalen 
figures the U. S. Presidential de- 
— is too tough to buck state- 
side. 


The choir was spotted on Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
(NBC) and Ed Sullivan’s ‘Toast of 
the Town” (CBS) during the past 
year and has been TV'd in and 
around Omaha. Last Christmas 
CBS-TV beamed it eastward from 
Omaha, being prevented from 
westward spreading by the fact 
that ABC had the micro-relay 
blocked for two hours in that di- 
rection. Mutual has broadrast the 
contingent for several~ years and 
there’s been a national hookup 
sponsored by the Kiwanis. A three- 
year-old Capitol album got its big- 
gest play via disk jockeys last 
Christmas, the response being a 
reported 50% of albums distribut- 
ed to the platter palaverists. 

This year, for the sixth national 
tour; some 150 candidates have ap- 
plied for places in the choir, out 
of which 55 will be selected, five 





Quartet. 
20 Exclusives 
Few artists of pre-electric era 


company able to lay it on the line. 
Frequently, diskeries could put the 
shekels on the barrelhead for only 
a few months before fading away 
with sad, sweet smiles, but the Re- 
cording Artists’ Monopoly took it 
while it was to be had. Al Camp- 
bell, first tenor of Peerless Quartet 
and Sterling Trio, used to say that 
the ensembles had to work morn- 
ings, afternoons and evenings to 
make enough records to supply the 
dozens of companies for which they 


(Continued on page 46) 





being alternates. Every one of the 
candidates must go to school this 
summer to make up in advance 


|for the work miss duri 
were exclusive. They sang for every | —— 


tour. 


Sponsors receive a thick press 
book, with art and mats, and win- 
dow cards. Some auspices, particu- 
larly those in large cities, order 
posters, etc., in huge quantities, 
Whalen supervises al! press, radio 
and TV matter in his doubling role 
as a publicist. 





Supreme Records, Inc., char- 





tered to conduct a music publish- 
jing business in New York. Capital 
stock is 100 shares, no par value. 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 


Bud Wendell ankled his spot as 
platter-spinner on WJMO, Cleve- 
land, last week .. . Johnnie Ray 
plays a one-niter at the Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., tonight 
(Wed.) .. Henry Jerome orch, 
currently at Hotel Edison, N.. Y., 
heads out on a cross-country tour 
in September . . . Abbey Albert 
orch held over indefinitely at the 
Stork Club . R3eitte McLaurin 


into the Regal Club, Co'umbus, O., | 


June 27... Nat (King) Cole planes 
to the Coast Sunday (22) for 
chore in Metro’s “Small 
Girl” 
the Howard Theatre, Washington, 
Friday (20) ... Vincent Lopez will 
receive the 33d annual Roseland 
Bouquet Award at the Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y., June 26... Ivory 
Joe Hunter into the Apollo Thea- 
tre, N. Y., Friday (20)'. .. Sy Sugar, 
former Ben Bernie trumpeter will 
appear at the Morningside Hotel, 
Hurleyville, N. Y., during the sum- 
mer season .. . Illinois Jacquet 
orch opens at the Ebony Club, 
Cleveland, Friday (20)... Billy 
May orch booked into Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, for one week begin- 
ning July 11 ... Erskine Hawkins 
orch into Savoy Ballroom, N. Y., 
June 22... Nellie Lutcher opens 
= Palomar Theatre, Seattle, June 
6. 


Chicago 


Steve Carlin in to cut several 
albums with Burr Tillstrom of 
“Kukla, Fran & Ollie” ... Dizzie 
Gillespie makes his fourth trip to 
the Capitol June 22 and across the 
street Jerry Shard takes over at 
the Preview. Buddy Charles is 
also held over at the Preview... 
Beachcombers inked for two weeks 
at Elmwood, Windsor, Canada, 
June 23 and then do a similar stint 
at Eddys’, Kansas City, July 18... 
Jimmy Dorsey does two frames at 
Lakeside, Denver, July 10 and fol- 
lows with a four-day stay at Hia- 


watha Gardens, Manitou Springs, | 
Colo, July 23. Latter spot is going 
in for names for weekend draws 


. . Buddy Morrow has a week at 
the Forest Park Highlands, July 25 
.%. Max Miller has taken over the 
distribution of Life Records .. . 
Hal McIntire sets down for seven 
days at Comedy Island, Cincinnati, 
June 20... Dorothy Collins date 


Town | 
.. Sarah Vaughan opens at | 


at the Hollenden, Cleveland, 
pushed up to July 10 instead of 
28. with the chirper opening at the 
Carousel, Pittsburgh, July 28 for 
a week ... Lionel Hampton has 
three days at the Riverside, Den- 
ver, Aug. 15... Kato Ballroom. 
Mankato, Minn., burned .to the 
ground June 10. Dancery, which 





was only five years old, was oper- | 





lated by Herb Martinka and was | 


lone of the major midwestern one- 
inight stands. Fire caused the can- 
leellation of Jan Garber next das 


/(11) and Les Brown, 


Kansas City 


Reid orch include Hotel Schroeder, 
Milwaukee; Peabody Hotel, Mem- 
phis; Pleasure Pier, Galveston; 
Cavalier Hotel, Virginia Beach; 
Roseland Ballroom, . New _ York. 
Crew winds three weeks in the 
Terrace Grill of the Hotel Muehle- 
bach here June 17... Muehlebach 
opened up its new Picardy Cafe 
June 10 with Alex Duchin four- 
some. Room is in the newly com- 
pleted addition to the hotel and 


will operate without cover or 
minimum. .. .-DeMarlos will do 
their terping at the Shamrock, 


Houston; Thunderbird Las Vegas, 
and Cocoanut Grove, L. A., during 
the next several weeks ... Jack 
Marshall goes to the Park Lane 
Hotel, Denver, to open June 2] 
after closing two weeks at Eddys’ 
Restaurant here. Marshall goes to 





| Bimbo’s 365 Club, Frisco, to open 
| July 17 for three weeks .. . Day 
| Dreamers foursome and Paddy 


| Wing close out two weeks at South- 
ern Mansion June 11 for a short 
| vacation. Then return to work with 
| dates at the Willows Club, Wichita, 
{and the Mapes Hotel, Reno... 
| Stan Gilbert and Billy Curtis fol- 
| low into the Mansion here. . 

| Noonan and Marshall and Deane 
Carroll set for Eddys’ June 20... 
| Buddy Morrow orch playing a one- 
| nighter June 14 at Pla-Mor Ball- 
room, 





Rosenwald Named 
Dr. Hans Rosenwald has been 
appointed chairman of the board 
of directors of the New Friends 
of Music, chamber music society. 
For the past 16 years Dr. Ro- 


|senwald had been veepee and dean | 


of the Chicago Musical College. 





ee 














EDDIE H 


RAINFALL 


MGM 11235 


THE GREATEST NAME 


701 SEVENTH AVE 








PLAYS 





EYWOOD 


BLACK 
‘MOONLIGHT 


78 RPM 


NEW YORK 34 N 


June 24. | 
qa | Owner plans to rebuild soon. 


| 


Dates coming up for the Don | 














| 
| 
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| both listeners and dancers. 
| guson, 24, has youthful charm as 
| batoneer and manages to share 
|spotlight with equally downy- 
|cheeked bandsmen, whose average 


| ways 


caer 


+-Disk Companies’ 


SMOKE RINGS 


2. I’M CONFESSIN’ ... 
CARIOCA 


3. WHEEL OF FORTUNE. ..cccccccccccccccccces 


I WANNA LOVE YOU 


4. BLACKSMITH BLUES ... 
LOVE ME OR LEAVE ME 


5. ILL WALK ALONE 


Best Sellers... 


we ccccccccveceses- LeS Paul-Mary Ford 


..Kay Starr 


sc cccecccesathess. mila Mae Morse 


.ee++--dane Froman 


WITH A SONG IN MY HEART | 


COLUMBIA 
1. BOTCH-A-ME 


CAPITOL * - ARTIST 
1. IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME... .Les Paul-Mary Ford 


.+e.- Rosemary Clooney 


ON THE FIRST WARM DAY 


2. BARD AS PRO fF ooid nc. ciWessnecees Rosemary Clooney 
POOR WHIP POORWILL 

3. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME...... ..»..-vohnnie Ray 
GIVE ME TIME 

i , .4.6 + swans 6 Vey tsaeeset eee peede ag Percy Faith 


FESTIVAL 


5. PITTSBURGH PENNSYLVANIA ... 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller 


THE GIRL WITH THE SAWDUST HEART 


CORAL 


1. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE END..... 


I CAN’T CRY ANYMORE 


..Don Cornell 


2. CRAZY CAUSE I LOVE YOU ..... eeceeees .»-.-.Ames Bros. 


STARDUST 


3. I'M YOURS ¥ 
MY MOTHER’S PEARLS 


4. V’LL WALK ALONE 


Sedaeeeeuane eeeee.-Don Cornell 


POL eee yer rT re ek Don Cornell 


THAT’S THE CHANCE YOU TAKE 


5. GONNA GET ALONG WITHOUT YOU NOW. Teresa Brewer 
ROLL THEM ROLY BOLY EYES 


3. BLUE TANGO 
AT LAST, AT LAST 


4. WABASH BLUES.......... 


LINGER AWHILE 


5. KISS OF FIRE 
DELICADO 


MERCURY 


1. KISS OF FIRE 
A LASTING THING 


2. BE ANYTHING 
SHE TOOK 


3. WHISPERING WINDS 


LOVE WHERE ARE YOU NOW 


4. JUNCO PARTNER 
SUMMERTIME 


5. IPM SORRY 
RUTZA RUTZA 


M-G-M 
1. KISS OF FIRE . 
NEVER LIKE THIS 


2. HOLD ME CLOSE TO YOU...... 


IF THEY ASK ME 
3. PLEASE ... 
HERE’S TO US 
4. AM I IN LOVE?............ 
WHAT GOOD IS A GAL? 
5..A GIRL, A FELLA 


A MIGHTY PRETTY WALTZ _ 


RCA VICTOR 


Be FP i ve ee heehee eindess 
WATERMELON WEATHER 


2. LADY’S MAN. 


veceeees- Leroy Anderson 
Rear pps .Peggy Lee 
Fee PERT OT eee eee Guy Lombardo 


eee eee eee eee 


DECCA 

1. BLUE. TANGO ....5...scesceccces 
BELLE OF THE BALL 

Bs ARP oo in gs tens Eee 
YOU GO TO MY HEAD 


.. Andrews. Sisters-Russ Morgan 


Te eee ee ee Guy Lombardo 
Georgia Gibbs 
‘ds Seed eS Eddy Howard 
PET ee eee eee Patti Page 


Richard Hayes 


CE Rie ae hea has Bobby Wayne 


reeere eveeeee-- Dilly Eckstine 


+ee+++ Billy _Eeckstine 


evevete 


cosee BLL Farrell 
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Band Review 
MAYNARD FERGUSON (13) 
With Kay Brown 
Trianon Ballroom, San Diego 

New band formed by former 
high-note trumpeter with Stan 
| Kenton crew is a crowd-pleaser for 


Fer- 


age is 21. Among featured instru- 
mentalists are Bob Gordon, sax, 
and drummer Joey Preston, 18, 
onetime Gene Krupa protege. 
Ferguson occasionally hits strat- 
tosphere notes which serve as 
trademark but also plays pretty 
in middle register. Leader’s aim 


|is to gain what he terms “melodic 


jazz” with modern sound but al- 
rhythmic with terpers in 
mind. 

Comprising four saxes, five brass 
(Ferguson also plays trombone and 
sax) and three rhythm, band has 


;yet to achieve necessary unity, 


which should come along in time. 
However, unit swings admirably 
and often gains big band sound. 
Many arrangements in latter vein 
are by newcomer Willie Maiden, 





UCLA student, and some date back 
to Ferguson's days as -bandieader 
in native Montreal. 

Vet trouper at 18, Kay Brown 
(Mrs. Ferguson) sings and dances 
(with trumpeter. Peppie Bay) to 
crowd’s delight. She sells expertly 
on novelties, ballads, swing tunes. 
Her work, based on personality 
and simplicity in approach, has 
greater stature and appeal than 
that of most band singers. Fer- 
guson-Brown package is a promis- 
ing bet for ballrooms and looks 
ripe for TV. Don. 





Murray Hill Music Corp. char- 
tered to conduct a music publish- 
ing business in New York. Capital 
stock is $10,000, $1 par value. 
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sang before leaving on three-month 
concert tours with Eight Famous 
Victor Artists. It’s still a mystery 
how they ever found.time to figure 
out arrangements and rehearse 
before facing recording horn. 

When Ernest Hare died in 1939, 
his partner, Billy Jones, estimated 
they had recorded some 6,000 duets 
besides innumerable solos each 
Busiest recording artist from 1924 
to 1930 probably was Vernon Dal- 
hart, concert singer who jumped 
on the hillbilly gravy train while 
gravy was juicy. His coupling of 
“Prisoner’s Song” and “Wreck of 
Old 97” was estimated, perhaps 
with some exaggeration, to have 
sold over 6,000,000 copies for Vic- 
tor in first few years, and is still 
available. Dalhart also sang these 
numbers, but not in same coupling, 
for virtually every other company, 
adding millions more to his string, 
From then on he turned out thou- 
sands of hilibillies under couple of 
dozen names. 

Another most prolific recorder 
of 1920s was Irving Kaufman. 
Even he has no idea of how many 
names his records appeared under, 
Same thing goes for Arthur Fields. 
Charles Harrison made thousands 
of ballad recordings besides sing- 
ing with many ensembles. 

Going farther back, free-lancers 
whose output would make Arm- 
strong’s appear minor included 
Ada Jones; Len Spencer (first man 
to make a world-wide reputation 
by his recorded work); Cal Stew- 
art, who did the “Uncle Josh’ 
monologs about the denizens of 
“Punkin Center;"” Harry Macedo- 
nough; the blackface comedy team 
of Arthur Collins and Byron G. 
Harlan, who also soloed by the 
thousands; Charles A. Prince, who 
directed uncountable Columbia 
band and orchestra records—the 
list could be continued on and on. 
In the old horn recording days the 
talent worked hard for what they 
got, but if they could cut the mus- 
tard and understood the horn’s 
idiosyncrasies, the work was al- 
ways there, ready and waiting. 

Even in the field of dance band 
recording—Louis Armstrong’s spe- 
cialty—it would be interesting to 
hear from, say, Ben Selvin, as to 
how many sides he cut against 
Satchmo’s supposedly top 1,000 or 
so! ... .Again, this is not intend- 
ed as anything against Louis as 
man or artist. But, for the sake of 
the record, it should be made clear 
that a total platter production of 
1,000 sides falls far short of lead- 
ing the field. Jim Walsh. 





Charlie Barnet orch opened the 
season Friday (13) at the Marine 
Room of the Pleasure Pier, Gal- 
veston. 
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That “WINTERHALTER MAGIC” 
continues to show the way with 
great orchestral recordings — His 
“BLUE TANGO” is setting the 
pace for this fast breaking HIT — 
one of RCA VICTOR'S best sellers! 
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AFM Board Studies. 








scraps the percentage-of-the-time- 
charges plan for a set percentage 
of scale to apply for each re-use. 
This ercentage, however, would be 
paid into the union’s trust fund 
and not to the individual musicians 
who originally worked the job, !n 


this respect, it differs from sug- 
gestions for payment on re-use 
which have been advanced by the 
actors and other Hollywood labor 


groups concerned with the prob- 


lem of vidfilm production. 
Quell One-Man Rebellion 
Petrillo’s attack on the opponents 


of the present formula had high- 
lighted the trade angles of the an- 
nual convention, which ran true 
to form. Other high spots were 
Reriillo’s typical blasts against re- 
actionary politicians in general, 
and Sen. Robert A. Taft in partic- 
ular, and blistering attacks on big 
business, graft in high places, in- 


ter-union strife, ete. Delegates 
also had some midway diversion 


from what appeared to be a one- 
man rebellion against Petrillo but 
the revolt was overwhelmingly 
laughed down by the 955 delegates 
and 68 alternates who thronged 
the State Armory here for the four- 
day sessions of the AFM’s second 
biggest convention .on record. 
The revolt was tied to a few 
resolutions which would have lim- 
ited the power of the president and 
prevented any national officer 
from simultaneously holding office 


in a local of the federation. 
Proposals were introduced by A. 
A. Tomei and the Philadelphia 


delegation, with Tomei taking the 
floor for a half-hour discourse in 
their behalf. 

Proposal for a bylaw change to 
end a “definitely dictatorial and 
despotic” situation was not aimed 
at Petrillo, Tomei insisted. How- 
ever, he added, the 
wanted changed permits an AFM 
president to set aside any action 
of the convention if he considers 
it in the best interests of the union. 
Such a law, Tomei shouted, pro- 
fies ammunition for “such ene- 
mies of organized labor” as Sena- 
tor Taft, Westbrook Pegler, 
George Sokolsky and others. 

“President Petrillo has never 
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$12,500” and worry more about a 
pension plan for individual mem- 
bers of the union. Petrillo finally 
broke the deadlock with the sug- 
gestion that copies of the plan be 
sent all delegates for study during 


set additional rates for key men 
playing ice shows; new scale for 
ice shows; resolution to amend 
traveling surcharge structure; regu- 
late filing of Se ae to 
4 make bookers provide information’ 
ae Aa the vote to be taken on living costs on out-of-town 
tg thy £3 dates; special scale for so-called B 
This plan wouldn't start paying | symphony orchestras; subjecting 
off for six years anyway. I might | added attractions in ballrooms to 
not be here in six years,” Petrillo the 10% tax; suggestion to collect 
said. delinquent dues out of refunds 
_Nix Salary Hikes owed; requiring individual mem- 
Pension plan for rank-and-file| ber’s permission for free shows; 
members was the subject of another | change convention date to July; 
resolution which was turned down | turning uncollected refund checks 
at the session. Scheme would have | over to the Lester Petrillo Mem- 
given $100 per month to members |orial Fund; change in transfer regu- 
after 30 years of continuous serv-/} lations; admit vocalists to AFM 
ice. Treasurer Harry J. Steeper | membership. 
pointed out that even if only 15%| Passed: plan for literature to be | 
of the federation’s members be-| given to new members; resolution | 
came eligible, the plan would cost that an officer or assistant to the 
$17,280,000 per year. president be on duty in the federa- 
A measure to raise salaries of | tion’s main office on Saturdays; 
members of the executive board | Change in regulations governing 
from the present $2,600 a year to | members who act as agents; 
| $3,000 was turned down, as was a| Changed status of traveling mem- 
similar proposal increasing the | b€® Who comes into the jurisdic- 
| vVicepresident’s pay. Delegates also | tion of his home local; resolution 
nixed a proposal that the salaries| Danning so-called “personal ap- 
of local secretaries and business | Pearance recordings’; regulation 
| agents be increased. of service bands in competition 
| In keeping with Petrillo’s plea | With civilian bands. 
to bear in mind the low state of| Referred to president’s office or 
finances of the locals, delegates | to executive board: Six-day work 
also turned down measures to in- week; study leading toward pos-|} 
crease the per capita tax, to in-' sible re-districting of locals; study | 
crease the convention per diem! of ice show scales; study of con- | 
expenses and to pay mileage to ductor’s scale in ice shows using | 
delegates. taped recordings for part of show 
Following is a summary of other | music; suggestion that a member | 
legislative action taken: of Congress be asked to introduce | 
Rejected: increase in executive legislation to ban foreign record- | 
board membership from five ings of instrumental music, bridges, | 
elected board members to seven; | cues, etc., made under “sweatshop” | 
change in the time limit for filing | conditions; two weeks’ notice for 
claims; proposal that the exec | discharged musicians; regulating | 
board regulate local autonomy; | filing of ‘information by bookers: | 
plan to permit locals to set a 10% | banning members from going | 


nes on transfers; uniform identi-| abroad to make recordings; life of | 
meer me card for business agents;| show contracts for traveling mu- | 
imiting future conventions to the | sicians; increased scale for sym- | 




















central area of the U.S.; plan to, phonic sessions where tape is used; | 





lessen discrepancies in scales on 
traveling dates; plan to permit spe- 
cial audition recordings. 

Quebec delegates, who had 
flooded their fellow conventioneers 
with literature on the wonders of 
Canada, won their battle to have 
the next convention north of the 
border, and the conclave ended 
with Petrillo crowned with a som- 
brero and voted a gold membership 
card. 

Change in the hotel allowance 
to $6 per day for seven days caused 
a mild amount of confusion but 
within 15 minutes after the final 
session ended, delegates were 
lining up to pocket their share of 
the $220,000 disbursed by the fed- 
eration for convention expenses. 
It was, said Petrillo, one of the 
best conventions in memory. 


2-Ton Baker to Coral 


Two-Ton Baker, longtime Mer- 
cury Records artist, has switched 
to Coral Records with a longterm 
deal. Baker headquarters in Chi- 
cago and has been active cn Mer- 
cury’s juve-slanted platters. 

Jimmy Hilliard, Coral’s artists 
and repertoire chief, is planning 
to give Baker both straight pop 
and juve material. 
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USIC 


... the Atlas 
of the 





Entertainment World 














In anciént fables, Atlas supported the world upon his shoulders. 
Today it’s a fact that music supports the entertainment world ... a 
multi-billion dollar industry . . . a world of radio, televisiom, movies, 


night clubs, dance halls, concerts, musicals, ete. 


Entertainment without music would be entertainment without profit, 
singers without songs, orchestra leaders without orchestras, 





And where does this music come from? It comes from hundreds 
of composers and lyricists who can keep on writing these songs for 
the entertainment industry only because they receive royalties for the 
public performance for profit of their works. 


That is where the -American Society of Composers, Authors and 





Publishers enters the picture. By acting as a clearing house for the 
receipt and distribution of performance fees, ASCAP enables these 
writers to keep turning out the songs and melodies for the enjoyment 


Qe 


of the American public. All of the thousands of songs composed by 
the Society’s members are available to you under a single ASCAP license. 


And that is what makes this license important to you. It helps make 
your business profitable by giving you ready access to the best in the 
music of America — the music people have requested, over and over 
again, through the years. 


This is the first in a series of 
advertisements telling the story of ASCAP 


AMERICAN SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS, AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS 
575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK | 
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Talent Agencies Set Sights on Selling 
In Cutback Stance Cueing Pink Slips 


Accent at the talent agencies has 
returned to selling. All other ac- 
tivities, including pacting of new 
talent, have become secondary. 
Aim is now to consolidate whatever 
they now have and dismiss any 
thoughts of expansion for a long 
time 

Agency toppers now _ theorize 
that the rapid tele expansion has 
done them more harm than good, 
in the long run. Not only have the 
various offices expanded in such a 
manner that the slightest recession 
caused a severe financial crisis, but 
the retrenchment that followed has 
caused a general letdown of office 
morale. Situation is admittedly 
very bed in some offices. Many of 
the minor help are fearful that 
pink slips will be handed out mo-| 
mentarily. 

Current percentery feeling is 
that every possible source of em- 
ployment should be fully exploited 
to get as many entertainers into 
the spots as possible, giving job 
preference to those who are prompt 
with commissions. 

Split Commissions Seen Doomed 

Another policy in the major 
offices that’s likely to go by the 
wayside is the splitting of commis- 
sions with either bookers or other 
agents. Wherever possible, the ma- 
jors are to use their own lists and 
buying from other offices will be | 
minimized. Feeling is that with 
current expenses, it’s a losing | 
proposition to book on a 5% com- 





mission basis. The agencies are | 
now out for the full 10%. The 
latter policy is expected to work 
considerable hardship on_ indie 
agenis who have become accus- 
tomed to selling to the majors for 
use in cafes on which the big 


offices have exclusives 

One prime example is seen in 
the case of Dick Henry of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, who will be re- 
tired in the fall. Henry, who has 
the say-so on the buying for sev- 


eral niteries, has been servicing 
these spots with acts purchased 
from other offices Commissions 


were split between the two offices, 
which cut down the overall earn- 
ings from a situation of that kind. 
It's likely that talent exclusively | 
with the Morris office will be used 
as much as possible on situations 
of this kind 
MCA’s System 

At Music Corp. of America, sit- 
uation is in reverse. On bookings 
into spois controlled by them, office 
may buy from another agency, and 
will permit a full 10° slice to re- 
main with the office that owns the | 
act. However, when their acts are 
sold into spots controlled by other 
offices, they will permit no commis- | 
sions to be charged by the buyer. | 
MCA gets the full 10% in such 
cases. 

Talent 


through trimming and _ cutting 
down. Changes will continue to be 
made and there’s expected to be 
some consolidation of departments. 
Agents at all the offices have been 
told to cut down expense accounts 
and every division is being scruti- 


| 
| 
agencies are still not | 
! 
| 


nized in order to effect further 
economies. 
However, the agencies must 


bring in additional coin, and thus 
the heavy stress on selling. In 
fact, some have been. told that 
they'll have to bring in more con- 
tracts if they're to stay on the pay- 
rolls. } 





’ Kaycee Starlight Bowing 


2d Season With ‘Waltz’ 
Kansas City, June 17. 

Starlight Theatre kicks off the 
al fresco season here next Monday 
(23) with “The Great Waltz” as 
the first of 10 producteons. Season 
will run 11 weeks. “Waltz” has 
Lillian Murphy. a local fave, and 


Gien Burris in the leads. Second 
season again has Richard Berger 
in charce of production, 


This year’s program in the 7,600- 
seat theatre is expected to be even 
a bigger success than last vear, if 
early ticket sales are any indica- 
tion. More than halt the nut for 
the season already is in the till, 
and unusually early and hot 
weather is spurring ticket. sales, ' 
according to Bill Symon, buSiness 
manager. 

Berger last week announced the, 
signing of Hal LeRoy for the lead 
in “Where's Charley?,” the July | 
14 production, fourth of. the season. | 


| stanza, 
‘tered around his interpretation of 


jlads and light opera routines, Ty- 
|rell is surefire. 


‘HELEN WOOD 


‘excellent vaude and nitery poten- 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac. Lake, N, Y., June 17. 
The Birches, one of the oldest 
niteries in this part of the Adiron- 
dacks, opened its “season with 
Timmy Towers orch to turnaway 











— biz. Spot is operated by Mose 
LaFeuntain, whe also manages 
Durgan’s. 


Paul Hein, vet musician, rated 
an all-clear that skeds him to re- 
sume work a — i 

; TR ali <5 of Rufus | ) eu ers, 
number of UHE channels assigned | | dded PP ages ee Raph teh tg hg 
relation to VHF as-|ing and holding up well; ditto 
your columnist, bedded with in- 
testinal flu. 
| A earnation to Ted Brenner, 
director and actor on radio and 


ae Pitt Freeze | 
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cities are’ in 

signments. 
The WWSW petition, filed by the 

radio law firm of Se- 


Washington 


gal. Smith & Hennessey, claims;TV, for taking time out to land- 

that the Commission’s allocation |Scaping our lawns; ditto Grace 
f igs ne (ABC) Davidson. 

was “arbitrary” in failing to as- 


sign Channel 4 to the area because 
of a difference of a few miles in| 
channel spacing requirements. Un- | 
der the engineering § standards | 
adopted by the Commission, there | 
must be 170 miles between sta- 
tions using Channel 4. The dis- 


skedded for July 
Bros. & Cristiani 
cus, sponsored by Saranac Lake 
Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Sgt. Julius Bernard, Walter Ho- 
ban and Kitty Bernard paid a 
|visit to the Variety Clubs hospital 
and mitted each and every pa-. 


|tance between Pitsburgh and Co- | tient, 

lumbus, O., nearest user of Chan- | Ray Turner, announcer on 
inel 4, is 162 miles (from postoffice| WNBZ who deejayed the “1450 
(to postoffice). The distance from/|Club” morning program that 


Columbus to Braddock is 169 miles. 
WWSW contends that in holding |t© resume work in Vermont. 
firmly to its fixed standard, the| William Joyner, meee manemee 
Commission provided inadequate |2nd owner of Ri “iN _: 
TV facilities for Pittsburgh and | Theatre for ialesters circuit ‘and 
failed to carry out its statutory re- Frank E. Walters, Rotary mana- 
sponsibilities: to distribute the ger and publicity ‘agent of Apollo 
channels equitably. lcircuit, Atlantic City, all doing 
The petitioner is one of seven|flip-ups over their recent excel- 
applicants for the only commercial | lent clinic reports. ‘ 
VHF channel available in Pitts-| After a year of faithful ozoning 


greeted all shut-ins here, resigned 


burgh. This means, says WWSW,|2d mastering major surgery, 
that there “must inevitably be a| Charlie Aldebo, staffer from 
Skouras N. Y. office, definitely 





prolonged, difficult and expensive | - 
. . . ” | “ a d 1 
competitive -hearing” which can- | beat the rap and will summer in 


not be finally resolved within the ——— . J., before resuming 
next three or four years, and it is Write to those who are ill. 
therefore likely that. Allegheny | 

County during that time will have 
but one 
(WDTV).” 





ee , Sandra Devlin, dancer, opens at 
VHF television station | the Lookout Club, Arntfield, Rou 
| yen, Que., June 23. 


New Acts 


CHARLES TYRELL | LES ORIOL (2) 
Songs | High Bar 
15 Mins. |5 Mins. 


| Palace, N. Y. 


Bellevue Casino, Montreal ; 
Mixed team shows good bag of 


Baritone Charles Tyrell is one of | 
the most effective singers ever to} tricks-on the high bar in which 
play this room. Tyrell, who in the{neck and foot gymnastics from 
past showings here did little more | loops are abundant. In one stanza 
than emcee and grab a quick pro-| the male holds slim femme, a look- 
duction solo, comes into his own in| er, for good splits and whirlaway 
present offering with the major| stuff on rings. Gal also supports 
“Show Boat.” being cen-| partner in several routines, one of 
them from her free leg, and he 
catches her in a flying bit. 

Closer is orthodox noose revolve 
by the girl. Trau. 


TRIO REXFORD 
Dance 

8 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

This threesome, two femmes and 
male, is standard for the ballroom- 
ology and Apache course. Man is 
especially good lifter, handling 
gals in double with easy grace. 

Closing display, horizontal whirl- 
ing of the two gals by Bruno Rex- 
ford, rates a sizable mitt. Trau. 


“Old Man River.” This tune and 
others from the same score are 
handled in expert fashion by the 
personable performer. He _ has 
possibilities for a more definite 
spot of his own in any layout. — 
Occasionally there is a tendency 
to go overboard on some of the 
more heroic items, but on the bal- 


With a more re- 
laxed manner, he’d be okay for 
most visual mediums with the pos- 
sible exception of the more inti- 
mate boites. Neut. 


Dance KARPIS TRIO 
4 Mins. 5 Risley-Ladder 
Roxy, N. Y. 4 Mins. 


Helen Wood, who recently left 


Palace, N. Y. 
the cast of “Pal Joey,’ shows an 


Trio of two males and a femme 
! ) provide okay risley and straight 
tial as well as promise-in other | acro assortment, including unsup- 
visual fields. Miss Wood is a! ported ladder work in which mixed 
youngster who has elected a low- pair deploys ciubs for juggling. In 
down style of terping. Although | the gymnastic niche, they operate 
she doesn’t give this medium any | effectively on limb and head tricks. 
new thoughts, what she does 7 For finish, they score big via an 
tasteful and sexy. |improvised double perch in which 

At the Roxy, she does a com-/| understander, on his back, footsies 
paratively brief turn with “St. | a low horizontal bar as his partners 
Louis Blues” as background. The |revolve on the accelerated appara- 
stepping is in the usual vein with | tus. Trau. 
the exception of a few passages at 
the close, but the girl has excellent; BOB CARROLL 
exposition, style and personality. | Songs 
Her efforts are handsomely mitted. | 25 Mins. 
What she does at the Roxy isn’t a| Sans Souci, Miami Beach 
complete vaude turn. She prob-| Bob Carroll has been around 
ably has more numbers to provide | working mostly with bands and on 
a complete act. Jose. | records. In his current holdover 
| stint at this smart hotel spot, he 














La a adds up as a potent bet for the bet- 
iolin | ter cafes and for video. 
6 Mins. } 


| Tall, with a masculine quality 
* - a | that appeals to the men as well 
Of obvious concert discipline,|as the femme contingent, he re- 
Tanya fits the vaude groove with | minds of a Tony Martin in style 
a light, airy handling of the fiddle. | and phrasing. Voice is a full one 
She's lively, attractive and doesn't | that embraces a ballad or a rhythm 
waste her time trying te be im-! tune equally well, with stint of 
pressive on the longhair stuff. In| some 10 tunes intelligently select- 
one classical motif, she splices|ed and well balanced to keep aud 
with “My Man” passages, revert-/| interest building. Easy delivery is 
ing to original theme skillfully. simple and effective, without any 
Drew fine mitt at show caught | of the gimmicks the latter-day crop 
with closing number, Enesco’s| of songsters seem to find necessary 
“Roumanian Rhapsody,” giving the! to click. Holds them all the way 
piece a vivid ride. Good act for' and rates the encores demanded. 
general situations, Trau. ' Lary. 


Palace, N. Y. 


16 with King | 
Combined Cir- | 





First big topper to hit. town is| 


Earle, Philly, Closmg Leaves Warner 
Sans Vauder; Not Much Else Around 


+ 
v 





MULL FRISCO FOX 
AS NAME VAUDER 


National Theatres is planning to 
open the Fox Theatre, San Fran- 
cisco, for vaude around the end of 
July. It would mark the first time 
in several years that there would 
be a regular variety house in that 
city. 

Last one on a regular vaude 
schedule was the Golden Gate The- 
atre, an RKO house. Paramount 


occasionally sent a show there, but | 
Frisco has been sans vaude for the | 


greater part of the time in the past 
few years. 

The Fox will probably be on a 
name policy. Sammy Rauch, book- 
er of the Roxy, N. Y., which will 
also be operated by National The- 
atres, is currently shopping for 
talent toppers. 








Profs’ Blueprint 


: Continued from page 2 =e 
bers of five branches and TVA 
residents in locality will govern 
their own affairs, assist in enforce- 
ment of national codes and agree- 
ments, but are forbidden to make 
rules limiting or denying work to 
any of their own members or other 
members in good standing. 

(7) Local and national adminis- 
trators appointed, and have com- 
pensation. fixed, by respective 
governing bodies. 

(8) National initiation fee no less 
than $100 payable in advance, with 
first constitutional convention to 
determine annual dues. It’s esti- 
mated that merged groups will 
have to get average of $50 annually 
from each of estimated 20,000 
members. 
fees and dues, be permitted to up 
them to 50° of national scale and 














reduce them under conditions set | 


by national board. 
Pooling Assets 

(9) Liquid assets to be pooled in 
central treasury, with half remitted 
to treasuries of locals on pro rata 
basis; welfare funds pooled in local 
and national funds. Real estate dis- 
posed of is made responsibility of 
committees appointed by owner- 
branches prior to merger. 

(10) Machinery for merger util- 
izes existing constitutional provi- 
sions regulating five branches. 

Other recommendations include: 
Membership open to any perform- 
er with such non-performers as 
stage managers, directors, chore- 
ographers, instrumentalists  elig- 
ible; all present members of 
branches and TVA to be admitted; 
first conclave to establish new 
membership categories such as 
non-residents, juves, honorary; no 
local allowed to establish member- 
ship requirements based on race, 
creed, color or sex; no member 
may belong to more than one local; 
only national board can transfer 
members; board appoints national 
exec secretary and aides; locals 
appoint their administrators; col- 
lective bargaining mechanics are 
set up. 

Blueprint recommends that if 
merger is okayed, a constitutional 
convention should be held within 


six months. Overall plan calls for | 
special committees to mull such | 


problems as housing. membership, 
dues records, administration of 
welfare fund. Delegates to conven- 
tion will act as interim national 
exec board until elections are held. 


| . 
| Old Gal of Mine 
Roaial Continued from page 41 ——* 


vets know. No telling what sound- 




















chamber, trick treatment, whip- 
cracking, multiple rhythm, freak | 
wailing melodist will catapult a 


tune into acceptance frequently be- 
yond its true worth. 

These music men are realists. 
They don't go along with the fre- 
quently heard gripe that because 
of the networks’ hookup with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and the Co- 


lumbia or RCA Victor control of | 


the two major networks, that they 
lean to BMI publication. That’s as 
fallacious as BMI's 1940 attempt 
to put “Jeanie with the Light 
Brown Hair” and Stephen Foster 
on the Hit Parade. Nobody can 
regulate public taste. But maybe 


there’s something to a sotto voce 
opinion that the current wave of 
things is causing these off-beat 
songs and offbeat “break song sivl- 





ists to catapult so quickly to the top. 


Locals are to collect | 


The closing of the Earle Theatre 
Philadelphia, for the season on Fri. 
day (20) will mark the first time 
in recent history that the Warner 
chain will be without a regula; 
vaudeville stand. The Philly house 
is scheduled to shutter for the 
summer only. Warner spokesmen 
say that the house will reopen on 
a vaude policy in the fall. 

The Earle’s seasonal demise fo}. 
lows the shuttering of the Warner 
N. Y., which gave up early ; 
month. 

Cessation of all vaude activity on 
the Warner wheel will actually be 
delayed a week, inasmuch as on 
| Friday Johnnie Ray starts a week 
stand at the Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
another Warner stop that used to 
be a regular vauder. After that 
there are no shows scheduled for 
houses on that chain. However, cir- 
cuit will open up any situation 
when a sufficiently strong head- 
‘liner becomes available. 

The plight of the Warner houses 
| points up the extreme paucity of 
circuit vaude. The Loew circuit 
presently has the Capitol, Washing- 
ton, as the only regular stop, and 
the Palace, N. Y., is the only 
steady talent user on the RKO 
chain. 

The Paramount wheel remains 
the largest vaude user. Circuit has 
the Par, N. Y., and Chicago, Chi- 
cago, as regular bookings, but uses 
spot shows in other houses with 
greater frequency than other webs. 

The fall may see some return of 
vaude, but talent agency men feel 
that there still won’t be enough 
to get enthusiastic about. 


a—a—__- Continued from page 31 


this 




















|should be admitted, so that all can 
| see.” 


Noting that there exists the 
“question of decorum,” McConnell 
| promised that neither lights, cam- 
|} era or the mike will even be notice- 
|able in a few years. He also cited 
{the anti-TV argument that partici- 
| pants in a hearing might ‘act up” 
to the audience if the event is be- 
|ing televised. “There are always 
people of that type,” he said, “but 
lin the long run showing them to 
}the American public will be the 
best way of correcting their man- 
ners.” 

McConnell urged that TV should 
be permitted to cover proceedings 
of the Supreme Court. He pre- 
dicted that international TV, in 
color, will soon become reality and 
declared that, at that time, Ameri- 
can viewers and p.\rticularly chil- 
dren will become iamiliar with 
London, Paris and Rome and, per- 
haps some day, even Moscow. “The 
American audience will then be- 


| 
| 
| 


come familiar with the statesmen, 
the people and the customs of other 
countries,” he said, “because they 
will see them daily.” 





ALA Parley 


—m Continued from page 31 


sary, and this isn’t likely to take 
place for several months. 

| Meanwhile, sub-committees are 
| going into detailed questions, such 
| as finances. ALA itself has a defi- 
|cit, amounting to over $40.000. 
| SWG has a treasury of about $135.- 
| 000. RWG has some back debts. 
_ Varied status of their finances pro- 
_ vides a minor source of differences 
oven. the guilds, which will be 
| hammered out by further meetings 
j on both coasts. 

| Rex Stout, ALA prexy, presided. 
Others attending were Luise Sill- 
cox, ALA exec secretary; Evelyn 
Burkee, assistant exec sec., and 
Kitty Gordon, secretary, from the 
ALA staff; for the AG, John Her- 
sey, Gilbert Gabriel, Arthur Gar- 
field Hays, Dr. Henry Pratt Fair- 
child; for DG, Howard Lindsay, 
Philip Dunning, Milton Pascal, 
Ted Mablie and Arthur Schwar'z; 
for RWG, Milton Merlin, Lary 
Marks, Ira Marion, Sam Moore. 
Peter Lyon and Sheldon Stark; for 
SWG, Mary McCall, Jr., John Lat- 
kin, Morgan Cox, Gordon Stullbers 
and Frances Inglis; and for Te!¢- 
vision Writers Group, Lee Bers 
and Margaret Weiss. 

Vote rules varied from questiot 
to question, with balloting on some 
issues by unit and others by inl 
vidual. 
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AGVA Adopts ‘Van Plan’ as Vaude 


Hypo; Non-Profit, Co-op Setup 


Hollywood, June 17. 


National exec board of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists last |. 
Friday (13) adopted a proposal 
by former prexy Gus Van aimed 


at reviving vaude, on non-profit 
basis, which would see houses now 
shuttered because of slump in 
b.o., reopened and playing stage 
pills. Committee was appointed to 
follow through on all facets of the 
Van plan. 

Under the scheme, AGVA would 
make concessions to theatre ops; 
would seek concessions of other 
unions and guilds so that plan 
could be formulated; would try to 
get names to underwrite format; 
and would use any coin made on 
deal to help open other houses 
closed by dropping boxoffice. 

Purpose of the plan is to solve 
the increasingly serious roblem of 
unemployment in AGVA ranks, 
figure now touching about 65% of 
the members. 

Van said: “There’s enough live, 
young talent around to make this 
plan work. 
make any difference. We are red- 
blooded Americans, and have got 
to get out for entertainment. Plan 
I have proposed visualizes two 
shows a night, no matinees. We 
would work chiefly with the indies, 
which have been so hard hit by 
the pix slump, but we would also 
welcome circuits if they wanted 
to take part in this idea.” 

Named to work on the Van vaude 
resuscitation plan were Van as 
chairman; Irving Grossman and 
Jackie Bright, New York; George 








Insurance Interim © 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Despite long discussion on 
the controversial insurance 
plan of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, the union’s 
executive board voted against 
any final disposition at its con- 
vention here. Board will study 
other plans and issue will be 
decided by Aug. 1. The Mat- 
thew M. Adler setup, now in 
effect, expires in November. 

An AGVA spokesman de- 
clared that steps are being 
taken to reconstruct the entire 
insurance scheme, 








West, Dick Gale and Jack Gwynne, 
Chicago; Larry Rio, Sid Slate and 
Rex Weber, Hollywood; Rajah Ra- 
boid, Miami Beach; Vince Silk, 
San Francisco, and Dave Work- 
man, Kansas City. 

Board approved Van’s plan fol- 
lowing lengthy debate, and then 
went on to other matters. It de- 
cided that Matthew Adler, who is 
broker on the insurance plan 
which became the real hot potato 
of the convention, should pay 
ACVA for all expenses incurred 
during collecting of premiums. 

_ Dunn Defends Policy 

Boiling point of the powwow was 
reached during the discussion on 


insurance setup, with attacks 
centered on former national 
administrative secretary Henry 


Dunn, and Adler. Dunn defended 
himself against the attacks, saying, 
Time will show I was given the 
right to conclude a deal. No 
matter what you do, somebody will 
always accuse you of kickbacks. 
My reputation will be upheld when 
all the evidence is in.” 

Prexy Georgie Price, it was re- 
ported, was going after the AGVA 
insurance himself, but he emphat- 
ically denied this. Delegates 
adopted a resolution expressing 
dissatisfaction with the Adler plan 
and instructing the board to come 
up with a substitute. 

Another controversy was stirred 
Up over the issue of racial discrim- 
ination against performers, with 
Conclave finally passing two water- 
ed-down resolutions and tabling 
One with teeth in it. Feeling of 
delegates seemed to be that the 
Stronger one was not enforceable, 
nee would only cost performers 

1eir jobs. Jack Gilford of New 
York led fight for stronger one, 
while Cal Emmett of Dallas op- 
posed it, saying, “No union can 
Solve the problem of segregation.” 

Nix Agent Groups 
Delegates reaffirmed a resolu- 
tion presented in the 1950 conven- 
“on whereby the union will treat 
8 to as individuals, and not rec- 
ty any agents’ associations. 

Fevious resolution was not acti- 


Television wouldn’t 


vated, but this time board was 
mandated to take action to break 
all ties with such associations. 


franchises as agents or club-date 
bookers was beaten. 

A watchdog committee to press 
action on matters referred to the 
board was voted in a resolution 
striking at “apathy and flaws” in 
the national administrative eche- 
lons, and administrative secretary 
Jack Irving remarked it was in or- 
der “because of past administra- 
Ptions,” but added, “we actually 


mittee.” 
Georgie Price Unopposed 

Georgie Price was nominated as 
prexy, and with no one entering 
the race in opposition, his re-elec- 
tion to head AGVA for another 
year is assured. Also nominated 
without opposition were Rex 
Weber of. Hollywood, treasurer, 
and Manny Tyler of N. Y., record- 
ing secretary. Boston was awarded 
next year’s convention. 

Nominees for first v.p. are 
George West, Los Angeles; Jack 
Gwynne, Chicago; Jackie Bright, 
N. Y.; Tom Martin, Chicago, and | 
for second v.p., Red Buttons,"N. Y.; 
Will Aubrey, Frisco; Dick Ware, 
Chicago, and Rajah Raboid, Miami 
Beach. Nominated for third v.p. 
are Billy Lee, Detroit; Russell 
Swann, N. Y.; Danny Thomas, Chi- 


Move allowing members to hold | 


Sn ne 


Two More Hearings 


Albany, June 17. 

The Board of Standards and Ap- 
peals will hold continued public 
hearings on Friday 
Empire State Building, New York, 
at 11 a.m., and next Monday (23) 
in the Home Savings Bank, Albany, 
at 10 a.m., on the proposed Indus- 
| trial Code rule relating to aerial 
performers working more than 20 


which takes effect July 1. 


|changes in the proposed 





“safety managers” 


outdoor interests at the previous | Mitiation fees and dues for circus 


sessions. 





‘Opry’ in Fast 
N.Y. Astor Fold 


City slickers failed to succumb 
to the lure of the country sirens, 
and “Grand Ole Opry” will close 
at the Astor Hotel on Times Square 
Saturday (21) and be replaced by 
Carmen Cavallaro’s orch, 

Thus ends one of the more ex- 
perimental hotel bookings on 
Broadway. “Opry” was booked for 
the entire season, starting May 26 





cago; Don George, Seattle; George 
Riley, L. A.; Mickey Stewart, L. | 
A.; Charley Brett, Boston; Johnny | 


} 
} 


Frisco, Baltimore, and _ Linda, 
Compton, Cleveland. } 
Life memberships were con- | 


ferred on vaude vets Joe Smith | 
and Charlie Dale, and on Margie | 
Coate, head of the welfare com-| 
mittee. 
Before returning to Gotham, 
Price met with execs of Screen Ac- 
tors Guild on his plan for a “su- 
per” board to reign an overall 
merger, and told delegates the 
men he talked to personally liked 
the plan, but said it would be up 
to the SAG exec board as to what 
action will be taken along the 
lines proposed by the prexy. 
A resolution which would in ef- 
fect have given a contract to Jack 
Irving was declared. unconstitu- 
tional. It was voted to have mem- 
bership returned to AGVA em- 
ployees so they could get benefits 
of insurance plan. 








Hope On an Escalator— 
Interested as AGVA Prez 
If It’s Honorary Routine 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Despite circulation of petitions 
urging nomination of Bob Hope as 
prexy of American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, comedian said he was 
not interested in the job “if there’s 
any work involved.” Draft-Hope 
move was started by AGVA Coast 
rep Eddie Rio following nomina- 
tion of Georgie Price without op- 
position at union’s convention last 
week (see separate story). 
“I don’t want to take the job if 
there’s any work because I don’t 
have the time for it,’ Hope said. 
“If lending my name to the or- 
ganization will help, I'll do it. Rio 
told me it was an honorary posi- 
tion, that there’s no work involved. 
I want to think about it. I’m on 
an escalator.” 
Hope said Rio originally asked 
if he was interested in a post on 
the national board and comedian 
gave the nod, figuring it was a rou- 
tine. When Rio asked him about 
the presidency, Hope said he 
thought Rio was kidding. “I think 
Price did a wonderful job as presi- 
dent. The job is much too impor- 
tant to be neglected.” 


Lou Weiss’ Extra Load 
At Reduced WM Agency 


Lou Weiss will triple at the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency’s N. Y. office. 
Weiss, who now works the tele and 
cafe departments, will take over 
coverage of the record companies 
formerly handled by Barry Winton. 
Latter left the agency last week. 

Agency is currently in the mid- 
dle of a retrenchment program. It’s 
unlikely that any new manpower 
will be added at this time. Com- 
pany is also retiring Dick Henry, 
who will leave the cafe department | 











in the fall, as reported last week. 





| doesn’t go with hard likker. The 


| Morris Agency. 


and winding up Sept. 13. However, 


after four weeks of bad biz, both | 


sides mutually agreed to call it 
quits. 

“Opry” was one of the most ex- 
pensive bookings indulged in at 
the Astor. Troupe was getting $6,- 
500 weekly, as against the normal 
$2,500 or so that name bands can 
be bought for these days. 

Then again, the physical limita- 
tions of the Astor Roof were such 
that the antics could only be seen 
by a handful of ringsiders, and in 
order to get the maximum enter- 
tainment from the group, everyone 
in the room had to enter into the 
spirit of the thing. It was also felt 
that this type of entertainment 


cornfed carolers pointed out that 
straight audiences, such as those 
that attended their telecasts from 
the Belasco Theatre, N. Y., were 
enthusiastic about their efforts. It 
requires some concentration and 
participation to get the most out of 
the bucolic antics. 

Another fact that made a break- 
off the best possible solution was 
the item of salary. Each of the 
cornfed entertainers felt he had 
been taking a cut by coming into 
New York. They declared that they 
could go out on one-night stands 
and clean up considerably more. 
Regulars such as the Duke of Pa- 
ducah, Roy Acuff, Minnie Pearl, 
Red Foley and others aré prime 
lures in the silo centres, and have 
done well in the area around 
Nashville. Their air show emanates 
from WSM in that city. 





Stripper Evelyn West’s 
$13,000 in Mpls. 2-Weeker 


Minneapolis, June 17. 

Stripper Evelyn West and her 
one-woman burlesque show grossed 
$13,052 in her recent two-week 
stand at the Alvin Theatre here, 
and not $8,000 as previously re- 
ported. 

Show drew $8,609 the first week 
and $4,443 the second week at $1.25 
top in the 1,500-seat house. Miss 
West held into a third week. 


Sinatra’s Chi Chez Mark 


Chicago, June 17. 

Frank Sinatra last Saturday (14) 
broke a record at the Chez Paree. 
Singer brought in 1,993 patrons in 
four shows. New 20-year mark was 
set even with Sinatra edging in a 
benefit. 

Last show was at 3:30 a.m. after 
turning away more than 500 per- 
sons. 


Romm Ankles Alexander 


Leonard Romm left the Willard 
Alexander Agency last week. He 
had been with the office several 
months, having switched as head 
of Arena Attractions, Inc., a Spike 
Jones-controlled agency. 

Previously he had been with 
General Artists Corp. and William 








On N.Y. Aerial Law 


(20) in the 


feet high. The code is required 
under terms of the Ten Eyck Law, 


The Board has made a number of | can Guild of Variety Artists passed 
code|a motion at its powwow here di- 


since hearings took place last | pectin that the $6.738 sent the 
month in New York and Albany.| , " , inet en . Pr . 

The’ qualifications and duties of| U™0" SY Mingling Dros. and Bar- 
‘ are now -de- 
have it in national executive com- | tailed, somewhat in line with sug-| 
poo made by spokesmen for 


No Fee Agency 


ARA to Study Strategy Under AGVA's. 











Franchising System 





AGVA Returns Big Top’s 
$6,738; ‘Not in Good Faith’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Executive board of the Ameri- 





num & Bailey Circus be returned 
immediately. Board felt that the 
coin, “presumably representing 


| performers,” was not sent in good 
faith since AGVA didn’t receive 
signed membership 
along with the money. 

Board declared that the circus 
management “thwarted” efforts of 
performers to obtain applications, 
| thus depriving them of member- 
|ship, life insurance coverage and 
other benefits. 


Columbus Talks 
$2,500,000 Arena 


Columbus, June 17. 

A $2,500,000 downtown sports 
arena for Columbus is being 
planned by a group of local busi- 
ness and hotel men. They feel 
that with the revenue from park- 
ing, ice shows, ice hockey exhibi- 
tions, a public ice skating rink, 
dog shows, basketball tournaments, 
and convention displays, the in- 
vestment would pay off. Financing 
has been tentatively pledged. 

The proposed 65-foot-high build- 
ing would have 5,300 seats around 
an ice hockey floor, and capacity 
could be increased to 7,000 for 
stage shows, boxing and wrestling. 
Structure would have two floors 
below ground for parking 500 to 
600 cars, and would also offer year- 
round day and night parking. 


applications 











+ Artists Representatives Assn., 
largest of the agency organiza- 
tions, is expected to call a council- 
of-war shortly to determine its. 
course as a result of the action 
adopted at the American Guild of 
Variety Artists’ executive board 
meeting in Hollywood last week 
which makes it mandatory that the 
union issue franchises at no cost 
on direct application. Resolution 
forbids issuance of franchises 
through an organization. 

New resolve eliminates the pro- 
| viso that the union charge $50 to 
agents who apply directly, and 
grants association franchises at no 
eost. Association, in turn, turns 
over the licenses to members in 
return for annual dues payments 
of $50. 

Groups such as ARA, Associated 
Agents of America and other re- 
gional organizations obtained their 
memberships because of the cur- 
rent setup. It was better for an 
individual percenter to work 
through an organization since he 
got group service at no additional 
cost. New step endangers the ex- 
istence of the groups. 

The ARA confab will be called 
either next week or shortly there- 
after. Jack Katz, ARA attorney, 
is expected back in New York 
froma Florida toward the latter part 
of the week. William Kent, ARA ‘ 
prexy, wouldn't comment until he 
got official notification of the 
union’s move and had time to 




























































































study the new regulations. 
This is the second time that 
AGVA has taken such action. 







Union decided on free franchises 
two years ago, but never went 
through with it. At that time, 
agents spoke of open non-coopera- 
tion with the union. Date-diggers 
felt that those who control the jobs 
would eventually control the actor. 
Agents also resented the move be- 
cause of the fact that agency co- 
operation, during AGVA’s forma- 
tive days, resulted in the growth 
of the union. . 


Ohio Liquor Boss Cold 




























































Other cities in Ohio with large 
arenas are Hobart Arena, Troy, 
seating 5,200; Marion Coliseum, 


Marion, 3,600; Toledo Sports 
Arena, 5,400; Cleveland Arena, 
10,000, and Cincinnati Gardens, 
16,000. 





Miami Cafes Slugged 

By Military Police, 
‘ . i? 
Seven ‘Off Limits 

Miami, June 17. 

Seven Miami area niteries were 
put “off limits” by the Armed 
Forces Disciplinary Control Board 
at Key West this week following 
arrest of a Marine and sailor on a 
first-degree murder charge after a 
drinking spree. Duo were under 
Florida’s legal drinking age of 21. 
On the verboten list are four 
spots which feature femme imper- 
sonators—Leon & Eddie’s, Jewel 
Box, Circus Bar and Tony Pastor’s 
—and strip-accented City Club, 

Singing Bar and Coral Club. 
Both the Leon & Eddie’s and 
Jewel Box are among the larger 
clubs in area, with productions 
handled in inoffensive and taste- 
ful manner during winter ‘season. 
Currently they’re presenting sum- 
mer editions, somewhat curtailed 
from the extravaganzas purveyed 
during the winter. All continue 
operation, with eye on convention 
business expected through July. 
Current are some 60,000 Shriners. 


Piaf’s 6-Week Return 
To Versailles, N. Y. 


Edith Piaf will play the Var- 
sailles, N. Y., in September, for 
her first appearance at the cafe 
in a couple of years. Date, this 
turn, will be for six weeks, despite 
Versailles’ pitch to have her stay 
longer. Her previous stretch there 
was for about 20 weeks, a record 
for the spot. 

Versailles is planning to follow 
the run of the. Gallic chanteuse 
with another Georgie Hale-pro- 
duced show. Current edition, “All 
About Love,” winds up a lengthy 











To Thaw on Licenses 


Columbus, June 17. 

Reports from Cleveland last 
week that Ohio was about ready to 
take the clamps off a three-year- 
old freeze on hard liquor permits 
were quickly denied here by Wil- 
liam C, Bryant, state liquor di- 
rector. 

Questioned on the rumor of a 
‘new scramble for private club 
liquor permits,” Bryant said: “That 
is perfectly ridiculous. If there 
is any change in the hard liquor 
permit freeze (ordered April 11, 
1949), you will be able to see it : Rs 
only with a microscope. There a4 
may be only a few isolated cases.” 

The freeze was ordered in 1949, 
he explained, because “there were 
too many permits, which gave rise 
to a problem of enforcement.” 

In July, 1950, the freeze was 
lifted on low-powered permits 
(beer and wine) and this was fol- 
lowed by a court decision which 
let down the bars on low-powered 
permits and required the liquor 
department to accept applications 
for permits. 

Since then, the director said, 
there has been a flood of applica- 
tions for low-powered permits and 
“we are making a study to deter- ; 
mine whether we have reached the 
saturation point on these types of 
permits.” 






























































































































































Cleve. Sky-Way’s Names 


Cleveland, June 18. } 
Eddie Sindelar’s Sky-Way Club j 
has signatured Connee Boswell for 
July 14 week, bidding successfully 
against Hotel Hollenden’s Vogue 
Room. 
Following current show topped 
by Bobby Maxwell and Dolores 
Hawkins, the Sky-Way will head- 
line Jerry Colonna and Buddy 
Nee, new singer, week of June 23; 
“After Hour Revue” and Norman 
Summers, June 30; and Denise 
Darcel, July 7. 


Scottland to Later Agcy. 


Stan Scottland, who left Music 
Corp. of America several weeks 
ago, has joined the Kenneth Later 






















































stay next Tuesday (24). 


Agency. He'll handle cafes and i 
vaude primarily. bel 
Prior to his MCA hitch he was . 
with the William Morris Agency. .% 
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Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, June 15. 

Jimmy Durante with Eddie 
Jackson, Jack Roth, Candy Can- 
dido, Jules Buffano; Jessie RoseWa, 
Elaine Carver, Johnnie Martin, 
Hollywood Cover Girls (5), Chez 
Adorables (8), Brian’ Farnon 
Orch (13); $3.50 minimum, $1.10 
cover. 





The Chez hasn’t seen so many 
of the regulars for many months. 
The big sugar crowd comes out 
in full force when Jimmy Durante 
makes his annual stand here. Add 
to these the non-regulars and re- 
sult is wall-to-wall biz. 


Durante has added to his en- 


tourage and now uses most of his 


regular video company. The tre- 
mendous Durante zest colors every- 
thing he does. Although other 
comics have rapped the bosses and 
the nitery before, cracked more 
original quips, and perhaps sung 
more harmoniously, this jester will 
give them all spades and come 
sweeping in ahead of the field. 
His 45 minutes of uproarious 
humor don’t. satiate the customers 
—most of the seatholders just stay 
over for the second show. 


Comic is making his first appear- 

















JAY MARSHALL 
~.  ROXY 


(Mew York) 


3rd Annual 
Farewell Tour 

(See Review 
Under Old Acts) 


Management: 


MARK LEDDY 























JACK DENTON 


| WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 
There's been some 


Night Club Reviews 


ance in the States since his smash 
London stand, but he doesn’t touch 
too much on his visit, except for 
making an entrance wearing a 
grey homburg and carrying 4a 
furied umbrella. After a few cracks 
he doffs his hat to reveal another 
| eovering for his high forehead— 
a toupee, which he also gets rid 
of quickly. 





ends at drummer Jack Roth, he 


istarts roaming the room, rubbing | 


| noses with a cigaret girl, then gets 
|to work on the piano. Berating 
the orch and the Chez, he claims 
| he’s a patron of the arts. Maybe 
lit won’t get him on the Metro- 
| politan roster next winter, but it 
| scores with these patrons. 

Schnozzola has the ban@ come 
|down to look for a girl’s gloves, 


| works with the line, swings a neat: 


|rhumba and conga as he demon- 
strates the “Umbriago.” Teaming 
with Candy Candido dressed as a 
bus boy, the two elfishly chirp 
“Come Out, Come Out.” Candido, 
with his trick singing in pursuit 
of the reluctant Durante, is a 
laugh-provoking sight. 

| Eddie Jackson, his partner and 
| an integral part of the show, comes 
| strutting by the congested tables 
and the w.k. “Did You Ever Have 
la Feeling That You Wanted . To 
Go?” is mauled around as he high- 
steps around the room. Then Jack- 
son takes over the spotlight to 
sock across “Rufus, Rastus, Jack- 
| son Brown.” 

In a bit of nonsense with chorus, 
| Durante brings on Jessie Rosella 
to trip lightly across the floor, with 
the huge gal getting her share of 
laughs. Comic also uses the Holly- 
wood Cover Girls in another num- 
ber about being hard to get. Jack- 
son comes back into the scene as 
the pair shout out a plea, ‘Please 
Don’t Talk About Us When We’re 
Gone,” and end up belting over 
“Inka, Dinka, Do” for ovation. 


Elaine Carver makes a dent in 
the unruly crowd with her neat 





torch ballads. It’s to her credit 
that looker can get over “Blue 
| Moon,” “It’s A.Good Day” and 


others for a nifty hand. Hollywood 
Cover Girls are handsomely 
gowned and coiffed but are a little 
| extraneous in this revue, with the 








discussion on this. 








| line able to do as much or more 
| talentwise. Chorus holds over two 
numbers, both well done. Zabe. 











“Rhythm on 





NEW 


June 20th—Stanley Theatre 
Pittsburgh 
June 27—State Theatre 
Cleveland 


Bud and Cece 


ROBINSON 


We'll 
be 
crying ; 
happily 
for 
the 
next 


SIX WEEKS 


Thanks to JOHNNIE RAY 


Just completed 3 Great Weeks 


PARAMOUNT 


Thanks to: Harry Levine, Bob Weitman and Bob Shapiro 


a Rampage” 








YORK 


July 11th—Riverside Thea, 
Milwaukee 

July 18th—Metropolitan 
Thea., Boston 


Louis-Guerin and Rene Fraday, 
with The Bluebell Girls (16), The 
Models (8), John Battles, Rudy 
Horn, Dick Price, Margie Lee, 
Frank Libuse & Margot Brander, 
John Flanagan, Continental Orch 
(8); $5.50 minimum. 





Pierre Louis-Guerin and Rene 
Fraday have put together a fine 





After throwing a few odds and | 


July 4th—Radio City Thea. July 26th—Fox Theatre, 
Minneapolis ~ Atlanta 


Direction: 


MCA - 


Personal Mgr: Wynn Lassner 
1619 Broadwe 
New York, N. Y. 











show to keep this lush Champs Ely- 
sees nitery one of the top Paris 
spots. Showmanship, unstinting 
talent gathering and topflight pro- 
| duction make an eyefilling bill that 
|will keep the finely decorated 
lroom in customers. One>of the 
| first clubs to use a combo ice and 
regular floorshow for telling ef- 
fect, it has the mechanical kinks 
ironed out and is a surefire word- 
|to-mouth lure. In effect this is a 
|revised and amplified edition of 
| last year’s click floorshow. 


| 


, Atmosphere and general bon- 
| hommie is started by pre-show an- 
| tics of trick waiter Frank Libuse as 
| he deftly annoys the clientele with 
| his fey antics. He floats freely 
around the room elbowing custom- 
ers, eating and drinking their food 
| and in some cases inviting indigna- 
tion. Hep aud warms to him and 
then show starts with the Bluebell 
Girls and the Models filling the 
raised stage with appealing torses 
and terp talent. Costumes are nifty, 
gals solid and legwork fine. 
Finale, one of the holdovers from 
the last show, is an imaginative 
mock train that belehes smoke. 


| 


puppets which he manipulates be- 
fore the aud with clicko effect. The 
stringers range from a hot piano 
player to a stripteaser, a man on 
the flying trapeze and an aging 
coloratura. Bromley has style and 
smart-looking puppets to rate a 
good mitt. 


Then a quick blackout and the 
scene is set for another dance spec 
with a blues motif and the singing 
of mellow-voiced John Battles. 
He delivers with gusto and fine 
warbling of the blues to the sinewy 
contortions of the dancers. 

A brilliant juggling act makes 
Rudy Horn a find. Boy has verve 
and tremendous control and speed. 
He starts with the usual ball jug- 
gling and then gets progressiyely 


ancing act on a unicycle as he non- 
chalantly foots saucers and cups 
atop his head. He builds up to 
seven with the aud enticed. Even a 
couple of . near-dropsies’_ bring 
squeals, Then he puts a lump of 
sugar into top saucer and ends with 
the spoon. A fine act. 

| The first part of ice show starts 
with the mechanism layer-caking 
;}out over the floor. It slides out 








| without mishap for fine change-of- | 


pace number by Margie Lee, Dick 
Price and some gliding lovelies. 
Miss Lee is an _ electric-looking 
number with feline grace, agility 
and a chassis that makes for a top- 
flight ice exhib. 

Libuse and Margot Brander 
then do their old-time song recital 
number which has seen many bur- 
ley boards and has been a staple 
in U. S. niteries. Wheedle-voiced 
gai solotst is the butt of the hilari- 
ous, sadistic abuse by Libuse as he 
cavorts, pushes, and in general 
gives a fine comedy number. 


There’s an effective rain number 
with the water pouring from the 
perimeter canopy for a good off- 
beat effect. A group of pigeons 
swoop across the nitery to wind up 
the first part of show. Agreeable 
dance music is supplied by The 
Continental orch under batoning of 
Pierre Delvincourt. Second part of 
layout is more subdued but still 
vent Gals and models are 
sveite, 


Rene Fraday’s touring talent 
treks have paid off here in a well- 
rounded international show. The 
Bluebell Girls are English, the 
Models French, the male dancers 
American, the juggler was spotted 
in Germany. Show welds for top 
entertainment. 


Ice mechanism was made in Ger- 
many. It has regular refrigerator 
motors which keeps it frozen at all 
times. Ice portion is well executed. 
After fine work of Lee & Price 
there is a good buffoon number in 
John Flanagan. He does a balloon- 
bosomed scrubwoman who franti- 
cally flits around the ice cube for 
| Seneral hilarity. The balloons burst 
,and ice chips fly—welcome relief 
on a hot summer night. 





Mosk. 





El Rancho, Las Vegas 

Las Vegas, June 11. 

Jan Murray, Denise Darcel, Fred | 

Stamer, Jimmy _ Sisco, Buddy | 

Bryan, Jackie Shields, El Rancho | 

Girls (8), Ted Fio Rito Orch (10); | 
no cover or minimum. 


a | 





This sleeper has its berths neat- 
ly filled with Jan Murray’s easy-| 
going but potent comedics, and| 


Denise Darcel’s s.a. making for a 
sie are June 12, |soge combe,preaging ane bi 

“ $ a urr 
Gala,” produced by Pierre heels of *phil Foster who occupied 


the comedy throne for two frames. 
That he is equalling the sock im- 
pression left by Foster is a com- 
pliment, for latter clicked solidly 
with the sugared cubists of this 
gaming haunt. 

The Murray delivery is of the 
“caleulated surprise” category, 


earning him not only rounds of 


yocks but salvos as well. He 
meanders through fields of baby 
jokes, Mother Goose, a Hollywood 
rib wherein descriptions of casting 





Next up is Bob Bromley with his | 


daring until he finales with a bal- | 


|oddities of the flicker set cause 
|howls from tablers. A classic 
| bleat of “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” 
| makes for an extended closer, with 
| surefire results. 


Miss Darcel is the surprise of 
the bill. Although™ her Gallic 
chirps are for the birds, she de- 
emphasizes any chantoosing in or- 
der to play up her fractured Eng- 
lish gab. In such territory, she 
only has to sell her personality, 
which she does nicely, and her 
comphy frame, which sells itself. 
Even distaffers are impressed. 


Tunes in her setup_ include 
“While We’re Young,” “La Belle 
France,” latter a sort of baedeker 
of Paris which tops with some jit- 
terbug terps, and a tossaway en- 
titled “Nothing.” Flits into audi- 
ence and busses a few males as she 
| talk-songs “Kiss Me,” utilizing her 
gamin quality, nose-wrinkling and 
half-lidded stares for sexy impact. 
Exits with “When You're Smiling” 
for biz mitts. 


E] Rancho Girls again put forth 

new faces, a seemingly regular 
happenstance this nitery, since 
femmes for the most part are 
picked to enhance the casino as 
well as the stage. “Mexican Hat 
Dance,” has male terpers Jimmy 
Sisco and Buddy Bryan hotfooting 
with Jackie Shields. Triumvirate 
again fronts line in a sailor-soldier 
grab for attention of the gal. 
- On opening night, Sisco arrived 
just in time for latter display of 
acro-flips, walkovers and involved 
terping with Bryan after he had 
been catapulted from his car and 
knocked out from a head-on col- 
|lision with a hot-rodder. Sisco 
| has rank of airman second class at 
| Nellis Air Force base near Las 
| Vegas, and received special okay 
| to perform this fortnight here. 








| Ted Fio Rito orch is still with- 
| out its rudder, maestro being in 
| Gotham on vacash and biz. ow- 
ever, backgrounds are smooth, aid- 
ed and abetted by 88’ing of Miss 
Darcel’s accomper-conductor, Fred 


Stamer, during her stanza. Will. 





Ciro’s. Londen 
London, June 13. 
Ronald Boyer & Jeanne Ravel, 
Ronnie O’Dell Orch, Ramon Lopez 
Samba; $3.50 minimum. 





Specialty dancers are usually 
popular on cabaret bills here, but 
find it difficult when they are the 
solo attraction. A well-paced terp- 
ing routine makes exhaustive de- 
mands on the artists, and it is 
tough to sustain the tempo for more 
than 15 minutes or so. 

That's the main drawback with 
Ronald Boyer & Jeanne Ravel, 
accomplished hoofers who have the 
midnight spot to themselves at this 
elite club. They have a smartly 
fashioned ballroomology technique 
which earns a hefty mitt, but the 
act, in itself, doesn’t justify solo 
billing. 

Terpers have an easy, graceful 
Style, good appearance and an 
attractive routine. A colorful tango 
makes a pleasing opener, and in 
more elaborate style the duo switch 
to their own stepping fashioned to 
the theme music of “Laura.” Next 
comes a breezy mamba interpreta- 
tion, followed by a cute and orig- 
inal dog number, with a lively 
polka winding the act. Myro. 











Hotel New Yorker, N, Y. 


(TERRACE ROOM) 
“Continental Holiday” ice revue 
starring Phil Romayne & Fer : 
| Brent; features Jack Raffloer, EI, 
mar, Joan Walden, Line (4); Be», 
nie Cummins Orch with Dotti 
Malone; choreography and special 
music, Dolores Pallet; orchestra, 
sone re sees costumes, Mme 
ertne; ° wee mini : 
$2 cover Sat. —— 





The Terrace Room’s new edition 
of its tank display adds up to good 
entertainment that combines rapid. 
ity with a sense of sophistication, 
The current package, “Continenta} 
Holiday,” shows off the talents of 
a good rink cast. Toppers are Phij 
Romayne & Terry Brent, who are 
familiar names in the ice field: 
¢Joan Walden, Jack Raffloer and 4 

juggler on skates, Elimar. The 
production and _ costuming are 
tasteful. Overall effect is good 
enough to continue the compara. 
tively good business now being 
done in this room. 

Romayne & Brent, who have 
been in the Roxy’s icers, are a to 
terp team on ice. They have a 
wide catalog of tricks, a sharp eom. 
mercial sense of routines that 
show off superior skating skill. 
Team's big number is “Blue Tango” 
which has a thread of sophistica- 
tion throughout. They have some 


HILTON 
SISTERS 


mm World Famous 














Siamese Twins 


ad apenaany 

RKO STATE THEATRE 
DAYTON, OHIO 
Personal Management 


ROSS FRISCO 
100 Boylston Sr. Boston, Mass. 

















“Dynamic Dance Trio" 
—Chicago Daily News 


THE CABOTS 


Sth Week at 
Bill Miller's Riviera 


Held Over Indefinitely 


Exclusive Management 


HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 
|] 152 W. 54th Se. 600 Lincoln Rd. 
New York Miami Beach 











The MIMIC MEN 
PALACE, New York 
OPENING JUNE 20 





TALENT WANTED 


For Dance Hall. First experimental 
season this year. Little money, if any 
but « darn good paid-vp vacation in 
fabulous MARTHA’S VINEYARD. 
Also wanted wide awake M.C. 
Box V-669, Variety. 
154 West 46th St., New York 36 























DAVID and 
AMORAR 


HELD OVER 
For the 2nd Time Within 
7 Weeks 
BY POPULAR DEMAND 
at the 
LOTUS, Washington, D. ©. 


Thanks te Jean Davis 
48 W. 48th Street, New York 
and Bert Jonas 
1650 Broedway, New York 
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FOR THE FIRST 


TIME IN HISTORY 


of the COPACABANA, New York 

















‘and JANE KEAN 


THANKS Jules Podell and Jack Entratter 


REPEAT ENGAGEMENT witn 5 WEEKS: 


“THE ORCHID GARDEN” 


WALTER WINCHELL 


“BRAVO” 


EARL WILSON 


“TRIPLE A INDORSEMENT” 


LOUIS SOBOL 


“TOPS IN TOWN” 


DOROTHY KILGALLEN 





THANKS Ladies and Gentlemen of the press 





ROBT. SYLVESTER 
New York Daily News 


“New comediennes are always scarce and new comediennes who are 
funny, as well as new are virtually non-existent. Thus this column feels 
pretty safe in predicting that the next fortune to be made out of show 
business will be made by two girls named Betty and Jane Kean. Now 
at the Copacubana, these sisters are the funniest chicks since Beatrice 


Lillie and Rae Dooley. They simply kill me and I ain't a guy who 
kills easy.” - 


BILL SMITH 
Billboard 


ane chief surprises of the show were Betty and Jane Kean. Despite 
he fact they were here only a few weeks ago, they came back with 
almost completely new material. Both girls were excruciatingly funny. 
he fact that th ey're both lookers doesn't hurt their sight appeal—so 
or as comedy is concerned low, high, slapstick or satire, the Kean Sis- 
ters have about everything.” 


LOUIS SOBOL 


New York JournalksAmerican 


Fa Owerful... especially Betty and Jane Kean with their hilarious rou- 
ne of satire and mimicry and a bit of high stepping thrown in.” 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


RADIE HARRIS 
Hollywood Reporter 


“For me, the highspot of the evening was the return appearance of 
Betty and Jane Kean. With some wonderful new Eli Basse routines 
(especially one on Johnnie Ray) this sister act is a show stopper.” 


HY GARDNER ° 
New York Herald Tribune 


“Betty and Jane Kean's takeoffs on Louella Parsons, Marion Brando, 
the Trumans and other+familiar voices and faces is tomfoolery in the 
best tradition of show business..." 


DANTON WALKER 
New York Daily News 


“Definitely high on any preferred list is the Kean Sisters’ tomfoolery 
at the Copa. Especially their satire titled "A Day with Laraine Day 
and Leo Durocher.” 


CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER 


New York Journal-American 


"The Kean Sisters doing a return engagement at the Copa are two of 
the funniest gals in the business and their satire of President Truman 
and daughter Margaret is especially hilarious .. .” 


Personal Management: GABBE, LUTZ and HELLER 
1619 Broadway 6274 Sunset Bivd. 
New York _ Hellyweed 


} 
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Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 
excellent tricks and hit a top re- 
spo. se. 

Joan Walden is also an applause- 
producing skater. 
she unveils a commercial set of 
routines that keeps the tablers in- 
terested She shows some good 
leaps and acrobatic twists that pro- 
vide a note of variety to her turn 
Miss Walden shows a strong poten- 
tial for a solo spot in the large 
icers 

Jack Raffloer also hits home with 
his well-routined ice stint. His 
turn is more on the pleasant side, 
although the good acro antics help 
keep audience at a high pitch. 

Elimar’s juggling has _ been 
adapted for use on the deepfreeze. 
He performs a good assortment of 
tricks while wearing skates. 
manipulates balls, hoops and sun- 
dry items skillfully and gives the 
display a novelty note. He, too, 
gets the crowd’s approbation. 

The four-girl line, comprising 
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Continued from page 532 


A striking dish, | 








C hicage’s 


NEW LAWRENCE 















Swimming Pool— 
Restaurant — Ceck- 
tail Leunge — 400 
Modern Kitchenette 
Apts, and Sicep- 
ing Rooms (all with 
Tub and Shower) 
—Modern Appeint- 
ments—Overlooking 
Lake and Park. 





* 


SPECIAL 
PROFESSIONAL 
RAT 


Lawrence & Kenmore Avenues at Sheridan Road 
Chicage 40, Iilinois LOngbeach 1-2100 

















“A GREAT SINGING ACT" 


JON ANDRA 
CARLTON and KARROL 
Opening June 19th 
THE DUNES CLUB 
VIRGINA BEACH, VA. 
Thanks ROLAND MUSIC AGENCY 
Mgt.: AL @ROSSMAN. RKO Bidg. 











ONLY $1 (minimum) 


is all it costs now to have our press 

clipping service per month (plus a few 

cents per clipping). 

NATIONAL PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 
P.O. Box 6562, Chicago 80, iil. 
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Marion Lulling, Patty Barnes, 
_Anny Boykin and Aileen Graff, are 
_well-drilled.to supply the necessary 
production notes. Their costumes 


add to the efficacy of the proceed- 
ings. 

Bernie Cummins is back at this 
stand after a session in which he 
was relieved by Teddy Powell. His 
crew is well built for this stand. 
Because of the family trade, his 
accent is on melody and a strong 
beat. It’s an excellent dance incen- 
tive. Band’s singer, Dotti Malone, 
does okay. She follows the crew 
faithfully, although she shows oc- 
casional evidences of wanting to 
break down and work for any hep- 
ster that might be in the spot. 

Jose. 


He | 


Conrad Hilton, Chi 

(BOULEVARD ROOM) 

| Chicago, June 10. 
“Calendar Capers,” with Adele 

Inge, Eric Waite, Charles & Lucille, 


Diana Grafton, Donald Tobin, 
George Zak, Marie McClenaghan, 


(11); $3.50 minimum, $1 cover. 





This is the 12th edition of the 
| ice shows that have proved the 
;most potent money-makers any Chi- 
|eago hostelry has ever had. 
this convention-gathering spot, the 
new edition should probably be as 


great a lure as its predecessors. 
However, it falls sharply below the 
most recent offerings here—lack- 
ing top skating, comedy and theme. 

“Calendar Capers” is a group 
of sketches revolving around the 





cially good group work in the open- 
ing Currier & Ives skit, and in the 


than those and the beautifully cos- 


ES| tumed wedding bit, the rest of the 


collection is unevenly paced. 

Individually, Adele Inge, captures 
the honors, especially with her 
acro work on the ice. Her running 
somersaults get a hefty hand as 
|do her top spins and flipovers. 
|Eric Waite does well as_ the 
|“learner” and ballet dancer, but 
ithe edge of his excellent comedy 





| work is dulled by the many similar | 
Diana | 


| stints seen here before. 


important holidays. There is espe- | 


closing Christmas number. Other | 





are neatly designed and routines | 


| Rhumband (5); $1.50, $2 cover. 


Cire’s. Hollywood 


Hollywood; June 14. 
Peggy Lee, Step Bros. (4), Dick 
Stabile Orch (8), Bobby Ramos 





Peggy Lee’s two-week stint at 
this Sunset Strip nitery should 
activate enough covers to keep 
talent and management busy. Post- 
ing a Friday the 13th opening, it 
was no jinx she faced by a friendly 
crowd that responded properly and 





the way she sold it. 
At first show, chirp was on for 


| 32 minutes and nine songs, ranging 


| cidentally, 


| “The King and I,” 


from the good opener, “From This | 
Moment On,” to a close with her 
current Decca click, “Lover.” She 
creates a pastel impression, both | 
physically and vocally, on several 
slow, pash ballads. The impact is | 
vivid on the faster, lustier tunes, | 
including that old and much-par- | 
odied “Louisville Lou” which, in- | 
is a natural for Miss | 
Lee’s naughty snapping of shoul-| 
ders, head and eyes, and for nitery 
trade. 


' 


from | 
proves slow, | 


“Something Wonderful,” 


| draggy and colorless as the second | 


| 
| 


| 


| Yvonne Broder, Line (6), Dennis | piece. 
|& Darlene, Frankie Masters Orch|*sSans Souci” to prepare the way 


|} and the begoff “‘Lower.” 


| 


In| ing attention away from the sparkle 


| 





| Grafton gets some laughs in her | 


attempts to catch a turkey. 
Charles & Lucillé are a fine 
| waltz team. Marie McClenaghan 
j}and Donald Tobin, grouped with 
| Yvonne Broder and George Zak, 
| lend liveliness to several stanzas. 
| Miss Broder later teams with Zak 
|in one of the better interludes 
| about summer vacations and choice 
| of resorts. 

Dennis & Darlene are bright fea- 
| tures of the new show with their 


= | pleasant vocalizing. Skaters, seldom 


| strong singers, leave the chirping 
/chores in good hands of the hand- 
byes pair. Frankie Masters, after 
a year’s absence, returns for an- 
|other lengthy and _ well-deserved 
|stay. The 1l-piece group sounds 
‘even better than in previous runs, 
| with the band loadéd with new 
faces. Zabe. 
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One of America’s Newest Exciting Dance Duos 


THE PROCTORS 


Currently 


SHAMROCK 








HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Thanks to Glenn McCarthy and the 
Management of the Shamrock Hotel for a 


a 











HOTEL 








Wonderful Engagement 


DIRECTION OF MCA ARTISTS, LTD. 





} 


| Right,” 


| “Baia,” and varying it with English, 





{tour of 
number receives 


| number, but Miss Lee is back 4 


Don’t You Do 
and the afore- | 
mentioned “Lou.” “Just a Dream | 
Ago” is another slow tempoed 
Pace picks up a bit with 


form “Why 


‘“‘Manana” 


on 


for a solid “The Lady Is A Tramp” 


Miss Lee’s usual stand-up-and- 
sing style has been augmented by 
some not always effective hand- 
motions, the pinky-pointing draw- 


that lights 
obviously 
chore. i 

The four. Step Bros. open the} 
bill with a 15 minutes of stand- | 
out hoofing. Unfortunately, the | 
talented feet of this foursome | 
aren't on view to any but holders 
of ringside pews, and in that loca- 
tion it must be like having them 
dancing on your table. Stage setup 
here doesn’t properly show off a 
dancing act. 

Dick Stabile’s orch helps back- 
stop the four sidemen working 
behind Miss Lee, as well as alter- 
nating with the Bobby Ramos 
rhumba crew to keep the small 
dance floor full. Brog. 


her face when _ she’s 
enjoying her singing 





Hotel Radisson. Mpls. 
(FLAME ROOM) 
Minneapolis, June 14. 
Ramirez, Arthur Ravel | 
(8); $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 
When songs of enduring value | 
are presented by an accomplished | 
vocalist like Carlos Ramirez, they | 
are all the more socko. Choosing | 
that groove, Ramirez sweeps along | 
melodically to patrons’ constant | 
delight. His baritone is far su-| 
perior in quality to that of the 
average serious supper club singer. 
And the intensity, fervor, sincerity 
and warmth with which he invests 
his performance add lustre to a su- 
perior in quality to that of the 
With such a robust and radiant 
set of pipes, the smiling, hard- 
working Ramirez has no need of a 
mike, especially in this small room, 
but he uses one just the same— 
judiciously, however, so that the 
large total volume never jars. 
Teeing off in Spanish with 





Carlos 
Orch 








he successively clicks via “Begin 


the Beguine,” “Peanut Vendor,” | 
“Be My Love,” ‘Perfidia,” “Be- 
same Mucho” and “Granada.” 


There’s neat lighting and firstrate 
showmanship as he _ occasionally 
grabs a hand mike and makes a 
ringside tables. Every 
a merited ova- | 


tion. 
It’s the final week here after 
| nearly a year’s engagement for | 


| the exceptionally 


€ ily capable Arthur | 
Ravei orch, which plays for show | 
and dancing in a highly meritori- | 
ous manner. Rees. 








| 


Chez Paree. Montreal 
Montreal. June 13. 


Billy Daniels (with Benny 
Payne ), We Three, Boots McKenna 
Line (7), Rickey Hale, Palm de} 


‘Luca Orch (8), Peter Barry Quart- 


et; $1 admission. 





Chez Paree never had it so good 
The rope, which could've’ been 
used for other things a few months 
ago when biz fell off, is now up 
every night and the reason is the 
return of Billy Daniels and the 
socko pianoisms of Benny Payne, 


an unbeatable combination in 
| these parts. 

Daniels’ first try here several 
months back showed that a few 


extra bucks for a topliner could 
pay off and this date is the result 


- 4 sa | tastes. ' 
often to what she had to sell and | Payne tossing in the odd line till 


| another. 


returns. Personable singer is 
breaking all house records. 

A bear for punishment, the star 
is doing three shows a night and 


Hollenden, Cleve. 
(VOGUE ROOM) 
Cleveland, June 10. 


Mindy Carson, George Ste 





sells just as much off the floor. | Or¢) ): $1. A ritey 
With the femmes leading _ the ch (9); $l, $1.50 cover, 
parade, every performance is 4a 

juve riot in adult clothing. The Vogue Room, which recently 


Daniels improvisations are as slick 
as ever. His choice of songs, viz., 
“Deed I Do,” “You're the Top,” 
“Bye, Bye, Blackbird” and a host 
of others are a cincheroo for all 
Buildup is steady with 


Daniels wows them with the in- 
evitable “Black Magic’ for a rous- 


latched onto the record artist band- 
wagon, is finding Mindy Carson 4 
far more profitable and captivyat- 
ing card than some over-touted 
names that have drawn triple her 





salary here. 
This is a room where showman- 
ship of the most vivid sort is neces. 


sary to awaken the visiting fire. 


ing closer. men ht — just back from 
. . " : i. 5 .| Las egas. ot only does | 
Not content with his regulat honey blonde of the sparkling e he 
shows, Daniels is generous With) sluvenate th onto & eyes 
the piping in the new Black Magic | ~ _ 4 cw gadabouts 
lounge adjoining the main room. she has also clocked sellouts 


This intimery, which just last week 
wag named for Daniels, sports a 
small combo for easy listening and 
should, if present level is main- 
tained, develop into. one of the 
more popular spots around Mont- 
real. 

Prefacing the Daniels spree is 


in early-week performances which 
are usually as barren as the Si- 
berian wastes. 

For her Cleveland nitery boy 
this becomes a Carson tour de 
force. With a repertory that 


iS 


|as fresh in richly contrasting vocal 


moods, emphatic appeal and stage 


the trim hoofing of a trio called| savvy as her contagious big smile, 
We Three (two guys and a pert | 


blonde gal), who overcome an im- 
patient audience waiting to hear! 
the star with their fine tap sessions | 
and general showmanship. 


Palm de Luea’s orch handles | 








ship which has earned the multi- 
ple repeats. And this is a room| 
not ordinarily thought of as the} 


Cugat again displays the eagle 


gathering spot of Latin music} 
lovers. : 
Essentially there isn’t any) 


change from one of his stands to| 
another, which again is remarkable 
in that the oft-heard chant of “new 
material is needed” isn’t necessary 
here. Of course, there is a num- 
ber changed here and there but, 
in the main, there’s nothing radi- 
cally different, even to the cracks 
about his ex-wife. Basically, it’s | 
the Cugat charm, with the maestro! 
being wise enough to build a/| 
strong aggregation around him to 
enhance his personality. 

Abbe Lane, the new Mrs. Cugat, 
holds the closing spot, and man- 
ages to get the spotlight to stick 
close to her as she manipulates her 
modified grinds from one spot to 
€ She also sings “South 
American Way,” a_ surprisingly 
fair version of “The River Seine” 
and two mambos that have her 
back pitching again. 

Los _ Barrancos are an accom- 
plished dance team that generate 
a great deal of heat. Also starting 
off with some mambo terping, duo 
switch to some fine toe turns and 
then flame up again, ending in a 
hectic jitterbug session. Team gets 
oe heavy hand as they walk 

El Gringo steps off the band- 
stand to race through some intri- 
cate tambourine poundings and 


both show and dance music; the | — 
Boots McKenna line sparkles and | LEW 
the rhumba enthusiasts try out | 
their sambas to: Peter Barry’s fine | BLACK 
outfit. Newt. pt 
PAT 
Edgewater Beach, Chi 
(BEACHWALK) DUNDEE 
Chicago, June 13. 

Xavier Cugat Orch (15) with yore 
Abbe Lane, Los Barrancos (2),/Iia nev: note in 
Dulcina, El Gringo, Eddie Garson, ||| Giamor Comedy 
Jose Wong; $2.76 admission. | recerrontty 

eatre oyale 

In his fifth return here this year, ||] "7, Avwalle 
which must be something of a rec-/|]/ Lew & Lestis 
(ord in major hotel rooms, Xavier | Grade, Ltd. 





flips to “Tico Tico” that are well 
received and Dulcina really gives 
her hips a workout as she struts 
around the floor. 

Jose Wong, a Chinese imperson- 
ator, works over the oldies of Billy | 
Eckstine and Ink Spots, but his | 
caroling of a Spanish tune is a/| 
funny note. Eddie Garson. ventro. | 
has an amusing dummy, Chico. | 
which he uses to voice some old- | 
les, a few of them real rough for 
the prom set. He gets best re-| 
sponse with a hand shadow puppet, 
working two characters. Zabe., ° 


leaves everybody 
pleasure. 
That may sound schmaltzy, but 
this gifted TV-radio songstress im- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Zlowing§ with 









































COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches ef Theatricals 


ctason’s “FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 
35 ISSUES 


1 $25 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) 





@ 3 Bks. PARODIES wer book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 « 


HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $3.00 

GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 

OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 




















ceria 


FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 








Now Appearing 
THE CASINO DELLE ROSA 
Rome, Italy 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI! AGENCY, PARIS 








Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded In the Case of Ties 
ee ee ee 


























Thank You — 


FRANK SINATRA 


for a lovely engagement. “You broke the all-time 
20-year attendance record at thé Cher Paree! 


|of a deal made by manager Jerry 
Taylor at that time. The resulting 


| publicity garnered’ by ~ Daniels 
} from his boffo stand in London 
|; recently and the hefty Copaca- 


, bana session in New York has also | 
F gone ashong: wey «tor boost. prosent | F . 7 / 





DAVE HALPER 


CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 
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Hollenden, Cleve. 
presses vet cafegoers as being one 
of the few youngsters able to 
translate old-time vaude traditions 
in mellow modern rhythmic terms. 
When she picks up “Getting to 
Know You” or “What Good Is a 
Guy Without a Gal,” she turns 
them into delightful productions 
through astute bits of side busi- 
ness. 

Her cheerfully warm soprano is 
a big click here as she sweeps 
around with a portable mike, in- 
viting ringsiders to waltz with her. 
What helps a great deal, of course, | 
is her “scrubbed-clean” look of | 
naturalness, accentuated by her 
very chic, billowing white organdy | 
gow ns. 

But as an individualistic song | 
stvlist, her technique has nearly | 
every requiste to solidly deliver 








Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 54 


Quatres Saisons, Paris 
Paris, June 10. 
Villon, Decroux 
Mime Troupe (4), Enid Mosier, 
The Boys of The Street (3), 
Grenier-Hussenot Troupe (5), } 
Louis Bessieres; $3 minimum. 


Jacqueline 








Though stashed away a few min- 
utes behind St. Germain-Des-Pres, 
the Fontaine des Quatres Saisons | 
is still in the Existentialist group. 
Converted from an old garage by 
Jacques and Pierre Prevert, spot | 
has become a haunt for the Left | 
Bank intellectuals and gets a big 
tourist play. High ceiling gives the 
club some breathing space on hot | 
evenings. It’s well lit with good 
visibility for the show, and mini- | 
mum $3 is average in the nitery 
belt. Bill has some rough edges 
but tightening and better cueing | 


a|should make this a good offbeat 


hushed “Baby, I Think of You,” a | lure. 


breezy “Once in a Lifetime” as 
an opener and a colorfully dra- | 
matic “Love Affair.” 

Somebody has taught her the | 
trick of personalizing every tune, | 
especially her wistfully comic im-| 
pression of Bert Williams. That} 
great comic died before Miss Car- | 
son was born, yet her saucy “No-| 
body” takeoff, in a battered silk | 
hat, incongruous cutaway coat and 
floppy canvas gloves captures the 
Williams tone of droll plaintive- 


ness. It’s first-rate, nostalgic | 
mimicry. 
George Sterney’s  seven-piece 


crew has an unorthodox setup in 
instrumentation, which needs a 
brassier punch for floorshow ac- 
companiment. It manages to do 
well enough for Miss Carson, as a 
result of prodding and fine piano 


work by Sherman Edwards, the 
singer’s now accompanist. 
Pullen. 














encuded: 
Just HINGTON- 

gE HOTEL 
nd Week 


TEL 
~ 25th 


Currently 2 


RICE 


Houston -~° 


CARROLL 
GORMAN 


King Recording Artists 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


JUNG CLUB NEw oRrLEANS 
Dir.: M.C.A. 
Per. Mgt. TOM SHEILS 











WHEN IN BOSTON 


It’s the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 











TALENT 


Our organization is Jooking for all 

'ypes of talent for future bookings. 

— for personal interview, state per- 

gp facts. Box V-1888, Variety, 154 
46th Street, New York 36. 
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| debut 
Ae When De Witt’s opening, was des | 


Jacqueline Villon opens. with | 


| some throaty Gallic warbling. She 


has voice but lacks good projec- 
tion. Decroux Mime group offer 
some interesting sketches full of 
eye-filling pantomime, Enid Mosier, 
American chantoosey, is laconic 
and unconcerned as she tosses off 
passionate lyrics. A good voice and 
fine chassis make the gal a crowd- 
pleaser. 

The Boys of The Street are a 
good trio interpreting the colorful 
street songs of Paris. Group has 
fine timing and manner and score | 
big here. Show winds with the 
Grenier-Hussenot troupe present- | 
ing a series of sketches in the 
lives of a middle-aged couple who 
are beginning to tire of each 
other. They have some good mo- 
ments with props and gimmicks, | 
one of them a clever holdup se- | 
quence done with phosphorescent 
hats and gloves. 

Club has membership basis of | 
2,000 francs for an annual card. | 
However, this is usually waived 
for the tourist trade. Mosk, 


(VIENNA ROOM) 
Boston, June 11. _ | 
Sonny Richards, Rexford Trio, 
Rudenko Bros. (2), Don Dennis, 
Tony Bruno Orch (6), Harry Fink 
Trio; $2.50 minimum, 


} 
Steuben’s, Boston | 





Although the season is nearing 
its close at this popular bistro 
(this is the next to last bill), the 
current layout stacks favorably | 
with many offered during the | 
height of the stretch. 

Bill tees off with Rudenko Bros. 
in a sesh of slick juggling. They 
toss hats, balls and rings around | 
with precise abandon, and wind by | 
exchanging lighted Indian clubs. | 
It’s a neat visual that grabs nice 
reaction. | 


Sonny Richards, a casual comic, 
earns a neat share of yocks for his 
zanyisms with his biggest laugh- 
getter an impresh of imported 
Cuban musicians playing with the 
utmost boredom. It’s a nifty take- | 
off. Also included is impresh of | 
Desi Arnaz vocalizing “Babalu” | 
and, goaded by ringsiders, Louis 
Armstrong singing “Kiss to Build 
a Dream On.” 

The Rexfords, a European terp 
trio of two femmes and a male, 
cavort through unusual routines, 
the guy holding the gals on his 
shoulders while waltzing and doing 
fast whirls. Wind with a sexy 
number, the gals vying for his} 
attention while he pushes them | 
around on the Apache route. 

Bill is emceed by Don Dennis, | 
longtime fave here, who gets a solo | 
spot to chirp “June is Bustin’ oad | 
All Over,” ‘I’m Yours,” a hoked 
version of “Old Man River” and | 
“Kiss of Fire.”’ As usual, the guy 
scores solidly. Backgrounding is 
adeptly handled by Tony Bruno 
crew with Harry Fink trio supply- 
ing peppy Latino rhythms. Elie. 





San Diego, June 11. 
George De Witt, Audrey Brown, 
Jack Nye Orch; $2-$2.50 minimum. | 





George De Witt, fresh from click | 


in Ciro’s, Hollywood, bumped into 
a make-me-laugh audience on night 
caught in this town’s only class 
nitery. Fast-working comic offered 
strong carbons of singers (Eck- 
stine, Como, Daniels, Monroe, 
Torme) to hefty mitt, but when 
imbibing hecklers went into action, 
he fired back in losing battle. 
Miffed comic then erred in ear- 
marking gags for Jack Nye’s mu- 
sicians on stand—gags okay for 
Ciro’s but too hep here. Good-look- 
ing songster (his “Blue Skies” 
straight is firm click) gains healthy 


laughs on Sam Spade and radio 
commercial spoof. 

Other act on bilil is Audrey 

Brown, brunet singer in nitery 
(New Acts). 


| nitery’s Blackout 


| 
| 
Top’s, San Diego | 


layed three days, Leon Fields filled 
in as a detour on way to Honolulu 
dat>. Comic works slowly at first, 
taking charge gradually, but builds 
to begoff and drew amazing repeat 
biz despite short stay. 

Casual stint is a happy mixture 
of acted-out stories, laments on 
nitery work well-defined compres- 
sions (Ted Lewis with honest 
rather than corny sentiment) and 
spurts of rapid-fire free association 
nonsense a la Groucho Marx. Wag- 
gery is paced smoothly’ with 
genuine class. 


Nye’s orch plays for show and 


hoofing, with pianist-leader doing 
well on standard production solo, 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” Betty Hall | 


Jones keeps customers happy with 
her one-big-happy-family routine in 
Bar. Don. 


Mt. Reyal Hotel, Mont’! leaves little doubt as to how she 


. icked up this title. 
NORMANDIE ROOM | P 
= , | A return to the straight stuff via 
Montreal, June 12. oem : . 
: Can't Help Loving That Man 
Margaret Phelan, Max Chamitov | scores neatly and her Irish routine, 


Orch (8) with Norma Hutton, Dick “Jerry O'Toole,” about as subtle as 








fsa Trio; $1.50 cover Sat.! , custard pie in the face, pleases 
onty. |ringsiders. Encoring with “So. in 
'Love” and an innuendo-loaded 

Margaret Phelan makes her sec-| “Hussy for My Husband,” Miss 
ond appearance in the Mount Royal | Phelan begs off. Poised manner 





and easygoing personality coupled 
with her high styling make this 
songstress an ideal choice for this 
particular room, 

The Chamitov combo is solid 
behind the Phelan thrushing and 
| band vocalist Norma Hutton does 
more than a little to brighten the 
dansapation sessions. The Dick 
Marshall threesome sparks the in- 
terlude moments. Newt. 


Hotel's Normandie Room within 
| six months and fashionable chirper 
sells as strongly as. ever. She 
breaks up a 30-minute stint with 
a mixture of songs that catch all 
customers regardless of their mood. 
Teeing off with “Cockeyed Opti- 
mist,” she falls back on a song-gab 
number that points up her sauci- 
ness and follows with a Calypso- | 
itype tune called “The Bells” that 






































LE 





LATIN 


New York 


Thanks 











The Sensational New French Singer 


come here from France in a long time.” 
DANTON WALKER, N;j Y. Daily News 





Continental Fantaisiste 


ee a 


Nov. 10th for 12 Weeks 


QUARTER 


MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York 


... A young Chevalier, being handsome, 
talented and charming.” 
LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. Mirror 


one of the most attractive singers to 


“He is perhaps the best thing France has 
sent us since the Statue of Liberty.” .... 
GENE KNIGHT, N.Y. Journal American 


“... he clicks... a welcome new face.” 

ABEL, Variety 

* ... completely won the hearts of the 

Waldorf Empire Room regulars and is 

ready for any class supperclub in the 
country.” 

HY GARDNER, N. Y. Herald Trib 


Opening June 2 


CONTINENTAL 


Montreal 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (1) 19 


St James (T) 16 
Armand Verren 


cave 


Whiteley Cirts. 
Tower Circus (1) 16 
Cartie Criroli & 1 
Smiths 

Kn'es French H’rs's 
@-cer Fonvots Lions 


G! Alexonder Tp 
Victor Julian & Pets 
[ves Animals 

4 “ichavs 
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Mors To 
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Joemy Scott 
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CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 20 
Reynald & Rudy 


Mario & Floria L & T Leung 
Putricia Rayney Rolly Rolls 
Honey Bros Billy Williams 4 
Rockettes Regal (P) 20 
Corps de Ballet Count Basie Orc 
Sym Ore Ravens ee 
(R) 20 Dixie Crawfor 
rm, “s Foxx & White 
Berk & Hallow 5 Dyeretes 
Billy Romano PITTSBURGH 
Mimic len Stanley (W) 20 
3 Clenns Johnnie Ray 
Piemest Markham 4 Lads 
0 | Gary orton 
Norman & Perker | Weils % 4 Fays 
Benny Meroft |B & C Robinson 
De Ries | WASHINGTON 
Parcmount (P) 18 Coumees (a) 
ae 4 Words 
Pau « 
Paul & Ford Hope Zee 
Tomm iwards Jack Nestar 
ie tale Don Cornell 
Ag Bo Howard (1) 20 
R ’ apr Sarah Vaughn 
ag: Avy" 3 Timmie Rogers 
Ka } Birr Teddy Hale 
Heten W504 Flash Gordon : 
Felo & Bruno | Lewis & Oliver Sis 
Jay * yall ' Wesley Anderson O 
AUSTRALIA 
ADE ANE SYDNEY 
Roy! (T) 16 Royal (T) 16 
Lowe & L dd Black & Dundee 
Bobby Lim» Marquis & Family 
Bert Duke 3 Wally Boag 
Halama & Konask | Rosita Alexander & 
Olgo Co | Violette 
Carls Ames Pan Yue Jen Tp 
Los Briellos Lloyd Martin 
Babs Mackinnon } Glens 
Pe er Celebrity Singers 
Ce'ebrity Singers Jeanne Cameron 
Les Nouvelle Eves! Dancing Boys 
Tivoli Adorabics Tivoli Ballet 
MELACTIPNE Tivoli (T) 6 
Tivoli (T) 16 john Brownlee 
Jimim. Honie Raymond Beatty 
Jim Gerald Yvonne Marotta 
Rosemary Miller Maria Tauber 
Leiiy Craydon John Dudley 
Margaret Roberts Alan Coud 
Jdehkn Clifford Sarbare Wilson 
Kevin rennan John Youne 
Peter French Marie Collier 
June Lanse!) National Opera 
John Godivres Chorus 
NEW ZEALAND 
WEL'' ICTON = Fhiliip Tappin 
|Wim De Jong 


} Jacques Cartaus 


Jimmy Elder 


Pat Gresory foe Whitchouse 
Gerd Biernsiad Cissy Trenholm 
Chribi Terry Scanlon 
Marika Saary Guus Brox & Myrna 
BRITAIN 
ASTON fhkiluie Gordon & 
Hippodrome (i) 16 Naucy 
Jack Ha St Denis Bros & 
Sal'y Jeans Beryl 
M Syret & P Cecil | tris Sadler 
Eddie Hart lial Mack Co 
Bertie Robbins Allen & Lee 
Donnie Williams Shainvas 
Ronval Campbell EAST HAM 
Johnny B&B yn Granada (1) 16 
Jot'v Stun Joan Hinde 
OR ay ' 'edies |S & P Kaye 
BIRMINGHAM Van Hall 
Hippodrome (M) 16! Duart Sis & Anton 
Joe Loss Bd 4 Nordics 
Les Valet‘os Sunny Sis 
Freddie 6. mberger| Metropolitan (1) 16 
& Pam Harry Rowson 
Hurry Worth ‘an Hynes 
Ladd n Les Zentays 
Kr’ & Kri Jimmy Kidd & June 
BLATKPO9L Val Cave 
Piicce () 16 Joan Price 
Dere« Roy Royalty Girls 
Eve Boswell Palace (1) 16 
~3 Faleon Malcolm Mitchel! 3 
Downey & Dave Eddie Calvert 
Charles Stephens loyce Golding 
Sh'rlev Wiltioms Reson & Royal 


Tattersall & Jerry 

Doreen & Victor 

A & V Farrell 

Larry Gordon Girls 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 16 

Peter Casson Rev 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 16 

Harry Roy Bd 

1 & S Davis 

Seott Sanders 

Duart Sis & Anton 

Carsony Bros 





| 


| 


Helga Barry 
3 Savtons 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 16 
Lena Horne 
Richard Sis 
Jack Parnell 
Song Pedlars 
Condons 
Ruddy Bolly 
Nixon & Dixon 
Yred Lovelle 
GRIMSSY 
P-ltace 
Hetty Kin? 
Turner L-yton 
Seorge Woods 
Alber! Wheelan 
Dick Henderson 
Marie Llovd 
Nefe Bros & 
Annette 
Shane Sis 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 16 
Davies & Lee 
Leslie Adams 
Street Singers 
 % LeRoys 
Bose & Roberts 
Malcolm Thomas 
Betty Morton 
B & B Johns 
Astra Sis 
Klizabeth Borzi 
Whiteley Girls 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 16 
Fred Ferrari 
Ken Morris 
Len Marten 
Cassandras 
Downey & Daye 
De Vere Dancers 
Gordon & Colville 
LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 16 
Jimmy Slater 
Hal Blue 


Ore 


1% 





Yvette Louise & 
Piere 
Les Rigga 


4 Jays & June 
Frances Hughes 
Ted Bryley 
Dancing Debutantes 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 16 
Sohpie Tucker 
Merle & Marie 
Canfield Smith 
Manley & Austin 


Benson Dulay Co 
Paula Coutts 
Alan Clive 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 
| Jack Benny Co 
Dennis Day 
Charlivels 
Maj Britt 
Billy Russell 
Frank Cook 
Alfreros 
Palladium Girls 
| Skyrockets Ore 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 16 
Nat Mills & Bobby 
Dick James 
Beryl Reid 
Hedley Ward 3 
Hassan Ben Ali Tp 
P & P Page 
jean Paul 
|S Fisher Girls 
NORWICH 
(h) 


16 


Hippodrome 1% 

| Ossie Morris 

Rita Page 

Harmonica Hot 
Shots 

Maurice Keary 

| Vic Silver 

Rhoda Diane 

Non Stevens 

Dancin? Kingettes 

| NOTTINGHAM 

| Empire (M) 16 

| Ree Varney 


Forsythe & Sepimon | 





El Granadas & 
Peter 
Agnette & Sylivio 
Earl & Oscar 
Ballet Montmartre 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 16 
Winifred Atwell 
Jack Jackson 
3 Monarchs 
Peter Raynor 
R & M Lamar 
Jimmy Wheeler 
T & G Durante 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy ‘i 16 
Albert Burdon Co 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 16 
Gwen Liddle 
Anton Karas 
Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 
Waddington 
Dandy Mery 
Jackie Ross 


| Kazan & Katz 
| Harvey Sis 





SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 16 
Johnnie Lockwood 

Blakeman 3 
Crochet 
Stevano 
Algillyon 
Susan Scott 
Maureen Confort 
Terry Brent 
Merry Maids 
OLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 
Joe Biack 
Peter Dare 
Miriam Pearse 
M & S Davis 
Billy Bartholomew 


16 


| Neville Williams 


New Embassy 








| Peter Dulay Lovlies 
Cabaret Bills 

| NEW YORK CITY 

| Birdland Bill Parker 

| Ella Fitzgerald Bourbon & Baine 

Bive Angel Zeb Carver Ore 

| Sartha Kitt Pete Rubino 

Josh White Village Vanguard 
| Lita Terris Dorothy Greener 

| Orson Bean Harry Belafonte 

| Bon Solr Royce Wallace 
Mae Barnes Clarence Wilitams 
Hamish Menzeis Waldorf- Astor ie 
Kirkwood & Chavales de Espana 

Goodman Trini Reves 

Jimmy Daniels Emil Coleman Ore 
3° Flames Mischa Borr Ore 
Norene Tate Hotel Statier 


Garland Wilson 
Chateau Madrid 
Harry Mimmo 
Freddy Alonso 
Copacabana 
Billy Eckstine 
“Nean Sisters 
Blackburn Twins 
Pam Cavan 
Peter Hanley 
Betty Johnson 
Madills 
M Durso Ore 
FP Marti Ore 
El Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Ruth Vera 
Ramonita y Leon 
ios Xey 
Enrique Vizcano O 
Eduardo Roy 


Embers 
Eddie Heywood 
Joe Bushkin 

French Casino 
Joan Laste 
Ginette Wander 
Harry Jeguela 
Laura Tunisi 

Havana-Madrid 
Carlos Ramirez 
Rene Touzet 
Lupino & Urbino 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Londe Ore 

Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro 

Hotel Biltmore 
Michael Kent Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins 0O 
Roymayne & Brent 
Elimar 
Jack Raffloer 
Joan Walden 
Adrian Rollini 

Hotel Plaza 
Lisa Kirk 
Sambi Linn 
Rod Alexander 
Mark Monte Ore 
Dick LaSalle Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 

Hotel St. Regis 
Roger Dann 
| Milt Shaw Ore 
Uorace Diaz Ore 

Village Barn 
Miles Bell 
Peggy Norman 


frio 





Casablanca Hotel 
Milt Ross 
Phyllis Arnold 
Sin Kanez Orc 
Martinique Hotei 
Manolo & Ethe! 
Danny Yates Ore 
Mary Joyce 
Leonard Boe 


Mother Kelly’s 
| toe Di Lalla 
| Terry Swo 
| The Melodairs (3) 
|}Guy & I 
Monte Carlo 
Steve Gainer 
Day & Alva 
Arne Barnett 3 
Sans Souci Hotei 
Bob Carroll 
Rosanne 
Eddie Snyder 
Sacasas Ore 
| Ann Herman Ders 
Saxony Hotei 
Henri Rose 
Val Olman Ore 
Janie Ford 
Tano & Dee 





Elliott Lawrence O 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Or« 


tatin Quarter 
Darvas & Julia 
Royal Ashtons 
Danielle Lamar 
Steeplechase 
Jackie Kannon 
Marilyn Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hichtower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Orc 
La Vie En Rose 
Pearl Bailey 
Van Smith Trio 
Le Ruwan Bleu 
Ronnie Grahim 
Janet Brace 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Sherry Britton 
Elaine Sutherland 
Rena Foley 
Bobby Byron 
Oliver Ders 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 


Old Roumantan 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Phillips 
Larry Marvin 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’ Aquila Orc 
Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 
Two Guitars 
Arena Rane 
Elena & Anatole 
Eli Spivak 
Mischa _Usdanoff 
Michel Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 
Versailles 
Carmen Torres 
Beverlee Dennis 
Arthur Maxwell 
Constance Towers 
Gene Rowlands 
Two Shirts & Skirt 
Bill Norvos & 
Upstarts 
Emile Petti 
Panchito Ore 
Wivel 
Sal Noble 


Ore 





Bob Le@® 


M1AMI-MIAMI BEACH 


DeSalvo 
Jewel Box 
Francis Rus-ell 
Bobby La Marr 
Danny & Doe Rev 
Don Charles Ore 

Leon & E ‘tie « 
Babe Baker Revue 
Murray Swanson 


Jules Ore 


| Eddie Guertir 





Jackie Gordon 
Jackie King 
Chuckie Fontaine 
Don Charles Orc 
Gaiety Ctub 
Tommy Raft 
Olga Barrett 
Lori Iris 
Georgia Peech 
Che-Che 
Lynn Clayton 
Gaiety Girls 
Green Hair Girl 
Lana 
Rose Ann 
Florence Jennings 
Bob Morris Orc 
Clover Club 
Nov-Elites 





Hollywood Cover Edgewater Beach 
Girls (5) Xavier Cugat Orc 
Candy Candido with Abbe Lane. 
Eddie Jackson Los Barancos (2), 
Jack Roth Dulcina, Otto Bo- 

Jules Buffano livar, and El 

(One to fill) Gringo 

Johnny Martin Palmer House 

Chez Adorables (8) | norothy Shay 

B Farnon Ore @ | Bobby Winters 

| Conrad Hilton Hot’! | Merrie] Abbott 

Adele Inge Ders @) 

Eric Waite Eddie O’Neal O (12) )} 
LOS ANGELES 


| 


Carivig Havana Rev 

Tony Lopez Orc 
Nautilus Hotel 

ote | Shields 

Gail Paimer 

The Bradys (2) 

Freddy Calo Ore 

Ippolito Ore 


Michael Seiker Orc 
Tony Pastor's 


Kenny Lynn 

San Marine Hotel 

Mac Pepper 

The Jesters 

Jackie & Michael 

Larry Seldin Ders 
Five O'Clock 

Martha Raye 

Shecky Green - 

Pork Chops & Kid- 

ney Stew 

Ben Yost 5 

Len Dawson Ore 
Frolic Club 

Kathie McCoy 


CHICAGO , 


Blackhawk 
Kay Coulter 
Kenny Bowers 
Grant Eastham 
Pat Carroll 
Dave LeGrant 
Barbara Cook 
Mariann D’Or 
Carl Sands Orc 

Chez Paree 


Jimmy Durante 


Ambassador Hote! 

Frankie Laine 

St Louis Rhythm- 
aires (5) 


| Eddie- Bergman Orc 


Bar of Music 


| Doodles & Spider 


| Eileen Scott 


elix Decola 

Benno Rubinyi 
Eddie Bradford Orc 
B Gray's Bandbox 
Billy Gray 

Patti Moore 

Ben Lessy 

Pepper Sis (3) 

Bob Durwood 

Bill Howe 


Flamingo 
Johnny Johnston 
Joe Frisco 
Rolling Robifsons 
Stewart Rose 
Flamingo Starlets 
Matty Malneck Orc 

Desert Inn 
Ted Lewis Ore & 

Revue 
Geraldine Dubois 
Manor & Mignon 
Elroy Peace 
Meribeth Olds 
Tung Pin Soo 
Ben Yost Colleens 
Alan Gilbert 
Arden-Fletcher 

Dancers 

Last Frontier 
Freddie Martin Orc 


Jeanne Christian 
Ramona 
Steda 
Red Thornton 
Schaw Puppets 
Freddie Daw 
Vagabonds Club 
Vagabonds (4) 
Maria’ Neglia 
Sunnysiders 
Geo Horton 
Frank Linale Orc 
Betty Bello Trio 
Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
David Elliott 
Mattie Sandi 
Lon Vogle 
Van Kirk 
Johnina Hotel 
Shirley Ward 
Tony Matas 
Randum 
Paddock Club 
Little Egypt 
Flash Lane 
Rozanne 
Connie Del Monte 
Ernie Bell Ore 
Deimonico 
Jack Almeda 
Crayton & Lopez 
Carlos & Melisa Orc | 


Diana Grafton 
Charles & Lucille 
Cavanaugh 
Dennis & Darlene 
Marie McClenaghan 
Yvonne Broder 
Philip. Fraser 
Terry Taylor 
Donald Tobin 
George Zak 
Boulevar-dears (6) 
Frankie Masters O 





Picture 
BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
Says No” (UA). Some action shap- 
ing at $9,000. Last week, “Models, 
Inc.” (FC) and “Tough Girl” (Rep), 





$7,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-80)— 
“Encore” (Par). Opened Sunday 
(15). Last week, “Man in White 


Suit” (U) (8th wk); oke $4,200. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)—“I 
Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) and “Wild 
Stallion” (Mono). Slim $3,500. Last 
week, “Denver Rio Grande” (Par) 
and “Kid Monk Baron” (Realart), 
same. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Tvory Hunter” (U) and “No. Room 
for Groom” (U). Light $11,500. 
Last week, “Clash By Night” 
(RKO) and “Outlaw Woman” (Lip) 


| (2d_wk), $14,500. 


Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
—“Valley of Eagles” (Lip) and 
“Loan Shark” (Lip). Slow $12,000. 
Last week, “Leave Her to Heaven” 
and “Rain Came” (20th) (reissues), 
$10,500. 








Biltmore Hotel 
Jon & Sondra 
Steele 
Dave Barry 
Whitson Bros (3) 
Hal Derwin Orc 
Cafe Gala 
Jean Arnold 
Jimmie Ames 
Billy Barnes 
Joyce Jameson 
Ciro’s 
Peggy Lee 
Step Bros. 

Dick Stabile Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Mocambeo 
Joe E Lewis 
Austin Mack 
Eddie Oliver 





LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Merv Griffin 

Martin Men 

Murray Arnold 

The Leonards 

J Devilyn Girl Rev 
Thunderbird 


Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Jay Lawrence 
Johnny O’Brien 
Christina Carson 

K Duffy Dansations 


El Rancho Vegas 


Jan Murray 
Denise Darcel 
Jimmy Sisco 
Buddy Bryan 
Jackie Shields 
Fred Stamer 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 














/—*Pacifie’-Okla’ 


——— SS ateetiieninneedl 
his contract. Supplementary in- 
céme from South Pacific Enter- 
prises added $228,964.25, bringing 
the total profit to $3,172,626.34, of 
which 1% was paid to Coast pro- 
ducer Edwin Lester for turning 
over a contract with Ezio Pinza so 
the latter could co-star in the 
original company. 











Continued from page 1 











| 
| 





That brought the total net profit 
to $3,140,900.08 as of the end of 
May. After the $2,995,020.93 dis- 
tribution there was $143,879.15 
available in undistributed profits, 
cash reserve, etc. Since then, 
additional profits have increased 
this by over $50,000, so another 
distribution will probably be made 
within a week or two. That will 
— the payoff over the $3,000,000 
mark. 








| Memo to Acts 


Continued from page 1 








|of her now going the rounds, only 


| 
| 
{ 


| 


| 





}on him before 


draw a pass. A comedian or emcee | 


who finds himself in a hole and at- 
tempts to pick up attention with 
this sort of cliche has two strikes 
he starts around 
these parts. 

This is in no way a form of snob- 
bishness on the part of local cafe- 
goers. It just stems from an un- 
conscious respect for a_ certain 
amount of privacy due even the 
most flamboyant of politicos and 
the offices they hold. Cracks about 
the Iron Curiain operators and the 
like are okay, but the Anglo-Amer- 
ican scene is only effective when 
the subject is general 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
|“Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) (2d wk) and 
|“Corky Gasoline Alley” (Col). Fair- 
|ish $10,500. Last week, $15,500. 
| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
|—“I Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) and 
“No Room for Groom” (Mon.). 
Okay $9,500. Last week, “Denver 
Rio Grande” (Par) and “Kid Monk 
Baroni” (Indie), $8,000. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) and ‘Corky 
Gasoline Alley” (Col) (2d wk). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, $7;500. 


‘Convicts’ Tops Mont’, 
$13,000; ‘Carbine’ 9G 


Montreal, June 17. 


“My 6 Convicts” looks best of 
newcomers at Capitol while “Car- 
bine Williams” at Princess is shap- 
ing nicely. Only holdover, “5 
Fingers,” at Loew’s is still draw- 
ing after a nifty first round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60)— 
“Paula” (Col). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, “Viva Zapata!” (20th) (2d 
wk), $11,000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60)— 
|My Six Convicts’ (Col). Good 
| $13,000. Last week, “My Son John” 
; (Par), $9,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 
“Carbine Williams” 








34-60)— 
(M-G). 


Beacon” (Col), $11,000. 


Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“5 Fingers” (20th) (2d wk). Off to 
$12,000 following great $23,000 
opening stanza. 


Imperial (C.T.) (1.839: 34-60)— 
“Tarzan’s Strange Fury” (RKO) 
and “‘West of Pecos” (RKO). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Song in 
Heart” (20th) and “Target” (20th), 
same. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Man Bait” (Lip) and “Wildcat” 
(Lip). Fair $5,000. Last week. 
“The Sniper” (Col) and “Music in 
Heart” (Col), $7,000. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 
aoe “Wooden Horse” (Realart), $6,- 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40- 
85) — “Anything Can Happen” 
(Par). Okay $9,000. Last week, “Red 
Mountain” (Par) (2d wk) and 
“Great Adventure” (Lip), $7,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 40-85) 
“About Face” (WB) and “Kansas 
Territory” (Mono), day-date with 
Esquire. Good $12,000 or near. 
i, ha a nacine. U.S.A.” 
and “Gobs and Gals” ( ) 
| $11,500. oe 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-85) — 
“About Face” (WB) and “Kansas 
| Territory” (Mono). Okay $2,500. 
be conte, eS ee 4 
( and “Gobs an % ) 
By d Gals” (Rep), 








Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 40-85)— 
“Half-Breed” (RKO) and “Road 
Agent” (RKO). Poor $7,000. Last 
bey nie - Williams” (M-G) 
and “Marry Me” (Indie) y 
7 ie) (2d wk), 


| Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 
| 40-85) — “Bronco Buster” (U) and 
| From Bowery to Broadway” (In- 
| die), Trim $11,000 or close. Last 
| week, “Love Better Than Ever” 


(M-G) and “Bi Cc 7 ’ 
$12.000. g Country” (M-G), 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-85) — 


| “Brave Warrior” (Col) and “Thief 
| Damascus” (Col). Fair $5,500. Last 
— “San Francisco Story” (WB) 


and “Wooden Horse” ( 
| $6.000. Realart), 
Webber (Fox) (750: 40-85) — 


“Brave Warrior” (Col) and “Thief 
| Damascus” (Col). Fair $3,000, Last 
; week, “San Francisco Story” (WB) 
and “Wooden Horse” 


( . 
$2,800, Realart), 


= ——— —— _— 


Nice | 
$9,000. Last week, “Walk East on 





Grosses 


‘Beacon’ Bright $8,000, 
Seattle; “Angel’ Fair 6¢ 


Seattle, June 17. 

Boxoffice grosses are lagging 
rhere this session although some 
new pix are coming through with 
respectable totals. “Walk East on 
Beacon” looms good at Fifth 
Avenue while “Atomic City’ is 
okay at Coliseum. “Skirts Ahoy” ig 
| still big in third Music Hall stanza, 
Estimates for This Week 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829: 65. 
90) “Atomic City” (Par) and 
“African Treasure” (Mono). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “Wild Stallion” 
(Mono) and “Here Come Marines” 
(Mono), $7,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366: 
65-90) — “Walk East on Beacon” 
(Col).. Good $8,000. Last week, 
“Paula” (Col), $7,200. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—“Scarlet Angel” (U) and “Desert 
of Lost Men” (Rep). Fair $6,000 
or close. Last week, “Girl in 
White” (M-G) $6,000 in 8 days. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65-90) 
—‘‘Girls Behind Bars” (Indie). 
Modest $3,000. Last week, “Strange 
World” (UA) (2d wk), $3,600. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65. 
90)—“‘Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Big $8,000 after $8,800 last stanza. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,699: 65- 
90)—“‘Just Across Street” (U) and 
“Tahiti Honey” (Rep). Good $8,000. 
Last week, “Carson City” (WB) 
and “Lion and Horse” (WB), $5,.- 
800. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90) — “Half-Breed” (RKO) and 
“Gunman” (Mono). Slow $5,000. 


Last week, “Sniper” (Col) and 

“Gold Fever” (Mono), $6,700. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 175- 

$1.25)—Closed this session. Last 


week, “Rose of Cimarron” (20th) 
(2d run) plus Rochester and 
apenas onstage, $14,000 in 8 
ays. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 


of Badlands” (RKO). Stout $5,300. 
Last week, “Six Convicts” (Col) 
and “Yank in’ Indo-China” (Col) 
(m.o.), $4,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
|90)—“Carson City” (WB) and 
“Lion and Horse” (WB), day-date 
with Orpheum. Fine $4,000. Last 
week, “Red Mountain” (Par) and 
“Pace That Thrills” (RKO), $3,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90) — “Carson City” (WB) and 
“Lion and Horse” (WB). Nice 
$6,000 or over. Last week, “Scan- 
dal Sheet” (Col) and “First Time” 
(Col), $5,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—“‘Sniper” (Col) and “Bride 
of Gorilla’ (Indie). Good $8,000 
or less. Last week, “Red Moun- 
tain” (Par) and “Pace That Thrills” 
(RKO), $6,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)\—“No Room for Groom” (U) 
and “Rocking Horse Winner” (In- 
die). So-so $5,800. Last week, 





“River” (UA) and “Odette” (Indie), 
$5,000. 





Stix-B. 0. Prices 


Continued from page 3 


and a dime. That seemed insuf- 
ficient to attract audiences and the- 
atres have usually gone back (to 
their former prices when they 
found they were playing to no 
more patrons tha: before. 

The new slashing which has 
started now and of which con- 
siderably more is promised within 
the next few months is said to be 
of the quarter and 35c variety in 
an endeavor to get back to the 
mass audience basis. 

Some of the advocates of the 
move, currently gaining ground, 
for elimination of the 20% ticket 
tax, are from promises from exhibs 
that they'll accompany it with 
further cuts in their own charges. 
In this way local theatres could 
make very hefty trims in gross ad- 
mission fees without bearing the 
brunt of too much of it themselves 
and could sell the whole package 
as a public service. 

Many theatremen feel, of course 
that with labor, film rental and 
supply costs at their present his! 
level, they can hardly afford to 
reduce prices. Answer to that 's 
that only experience can provice 
guidance. If hacking wicket taps 


brings enough customers to build 
gross, it's great; if not, it’s point 
less. 

Last known calculation of ave! 
| age admission price, made abou! 4 
' year ago, put it at slightly over 40° 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMA 2 





Mull Negro Opera Repertory For 
Porgy Troupe; Europe Jaunt Set ssc eres. ms 


Dallas, June 17. 


en “Porgy and Bess” gets to 
canal next fall, settling down for 
what is hoped to be an extended 
run, producers Blevins Davis and 
Robert Breen will start rehearsing 
the company in another musical, 
with the idea of forming a reper- 
toire of Negro operas. Actors 
Equity has already permitted the 
signing of the group to musical 
repertory contracts for that pur- 
pose. 

It’s figured that a natural as the 
second production would be “Car- 
men Jones,” the Negro version of 
Bizet’s “Carmen,” but various 
standard operas, normally sung by 
white artists, might also be done 
by the company. In addition, 
Davis and Breen plan to notify 
various composers that the project 
is in the works, and it’s hoped that 
some may be sufficiently interest- 
ed to write vehicles. The produc- 
ers have already been told that 
Duke Ellington already has such a 
work in mind, but has previously 
let it slide, because of the slim 
chance of getting it produced. 


Following the current fortnight 
engagement ending Saturday (21) 
as the opening bill of the Starlight 
Operetta season at the State Fair 
Auditorium, Dallas, “Porgy” goes 
to the Chicago Opera House for 
three-and-a-half weeks, starting 
next Wednesday (25). It plays the 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, July 22-Aug. 2, 
then goes to the National, Wash- 
ington, for four weeks, beginning 
Aug. 4. A two-week stand in Kan- 


(Continued on page 59) 


ATPAM Steps in On ‘Porgy’ 
Status Switch; Forces 
Doll to Hire Local Man 


Intervention by the Assn. of The- 
atrical Press Agents & Managers 
last week forced Bill Doll to hire a 
local man to handle publicity for 
the road engagements of the Blev- 
ins Davis-Robert Breen revival of 
“Porgy and Bess.” However, Doll 
continues with the show as “na- 
tional representative.” He also con- 
tinues as p.a. for “Top Banana,” at 
the Winter Garden, N. Y., for Paula 
Stone and Mike Sloane, and for 
“New Faces,” at the Royale, N. Y., 
for Leonard Sillman. 


Under the ATPAM regulations, 
the Davis-Breen decision not to 
bring “Porgy” into New York this 
season, but to take it to Europe 
after its engagements in Dallas, 
Chicago. Pittsburgh and Washing- 
ton, changed its classification from 
a pre-Broadway tryout to a road 
show. Since the union doesn’t per- 
mit members to double as p.a. for 
both Broadway and road produc- 
tions, Doll had to put on a man for 
“Porgy.” 

Danny Newman has been en- 
gaged to handle the revival for its 
Chicago engagement, opening next 
Wednesday (25), and may also do 
the advance on the Pittsburgh 
stand which follows. However, he 
has a South American assignment 
Starting in about three or four 
weeks, so Doll will probably have 
to hire a suecessor for the balance 
of the “Porgy” tour. 

Meanwhile, to cover for him 
while he was out of town with the 
Davis-Breen production, Doll en- 
8aged Stan Brody as associate for 

Top Banana” and “New Faces,” 
with Robert Ullman continuing as 
&pprentice, Ullman is to take over 
Publicity on the Westhampton 
(L.I.) Playhouse this summer. 


Givot, Duke Prepped For 
Concert-Lecture Buildup 


Columbia .Lecture Bureau has 
signed George Givot and Paul 
Duke for its special attractions di- 
Vision, headed by Eastman Boom- 
er, with plans to build up both 
as concert attractions. Givot, now 
doing a pic on the Coast, is being 
Prepped for a tour of six weeks 
a Spring. Program will consist 
o half concert, half monologs, with 
; ‘vot giving a longhair basso con- 
i mee. first half, and using his vaude- 
net dialect material second half. 
deb made his Town Hall, N. Y., 
~ as concert artist this spring. 
wo ke, who's unusual in that he 
; rks with longhair musical ac- 
ompaniment for his magie act, 


Will use simi} 
Columbia apa format on the 
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Segal Co-Partnered In 
‘Rouge,’ ‘Herald’ for Fall 


Ben H. Segal, co-producer with 
Chandler Cowles of the current re- 
| Vival of “Of Thee I Sing,” will be 
partnered in the production of 
two new shows next fall. The 
new co-producing stints will be 
| with Arthur Lesser in the presen- 
tation of “Moulin Rouge,” Pierre 
LaMure’s dramatization of his 
own novel, and with Robert Alda 
in the musical, “Herald Square.” 

“Moulin Rouge,” slated to go 
into rehearsal in August, will be 
capitalized at $70,000, with a 15% 
overcall. “Herald” will be financed 
at $225,000, with a 20% overcall. 
Besides co-producing the musical, 
Alda will be starred. His contract 
as male lead in “Guys and Dolls’ 
expires in September. 


Offer ‘Norway 
For Bway Run 


Edwin Lester, managing director 
of the San Francisco and Los An- 
geles Civic Light Opera Assns., is 
reportedly offering his preduction 
of “Song of Norway,” currently 
playing on the Coast, for a Broad- 
way run. Since there is consider- 
able variance in the terms said to 
have been suggested in different 
cases, it’s assumed that the deal 
would depend on whether the op- 
eration would remain under Les- 
ter’s management or be taken over 
intact by the New York producer. 

One Broadway management was 
reportedly asked $50,000 for the 
“Norway” production, the deal to 
exclude transportation east and all 
subsequent operating costs. On the 
other hand, Anthony B. Farrell was 
said to have been approached to 
put up $35,000 to bring the op- 
eretta east for a summer run at his 
Hellinger Theatre, N. Y. In the 
latter case, apparently, Lester was 
to have continued as producer. 

Originally produced by Lester 
for subscription presentation on 
the Coast, “Norway” was brought 
to Broadway in 1944-45. The re- 
vival, currently in the final frame 
of a four-week subscription stand 
at the Philharmonic Auditorium, 
Los Angeles, goes to the Curran, 
San Francisco, next week for a 
run and then may play dates in the 
northwest. 


“WAGON PAYS $112,500; 
626 TO BE RECOUPED 


Operating profit of “Paint Your 
Wagon” was $9,269.58 for the four 
weeks ended May 31, according to 
the latest accounting. That 
brought the total operating return 
to $117,967.17 on a gross of $1,- 
119,434.62 for the 235-performance 
Broadway run. With additional in- 
come of $71,856 from the film sale, 
$2,495 sheet music royalties and 
$792.70 souvenir program sales, it 
brought the total operating net to 
$193,110.87 and left $62,959.01 
still to be recouped on the $247,- 
500 investment. Thus far, $112,- 
500 has been repaid to the backers 
of the Cheryl Crawford produc- 
tion, which involved an actual cost 
of $256,069.88. 

Eddie Dowling has recently suc- 
ceeded James Barton as star of the 
Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe 
musical, and Ann Crowley has 
taken over the femme lead origi- 
nated by Olga San Juan. The 
show is currently in its 32d week 
at the Shubert, N. Y. 


‘Let Love’ to Tee Off 
Elitch’s Summer Span 


Denver, June 17. 

The summer drama season opens 
in Denver Sunday (22) with Mar- 
got Stevenson and Whitfield Con- 
ner sharing leading roles in Louis 
Verneuil’s “Love and Let Love.” 
This is the 14th season for pro- 
ducer-director George Somnes at 
Denver’s Elitch’s Gardens. 

Helen Bonfils, a local backer and 
wife of Somnes, will be a player 
in a number of the shows. Other 
members of this year’s cast are 
Michael Sivy, Brent Sargent, Mary 
Orr, Blair Davis, Ann Hillary, Dick 

















Ewell and Pat Ripley. 


‘Tidings’ Tees Clinton 


~ Barn; Kirby at Head 


Kal Kirby, business manager of 


|N.J., and is operating it as a 
Strawhat for a 10-week season, 
| opening last Monday night (16). 
| The initial bill is Edward Mabley’s 
, “Glad Tidings,” with film actress 
| Vilma Kurer as star. 

| Otto Simetti is director. 


} 
| 
| 


Pacific’ SRO in London 
| But Gotta Get Labor OK 


| Or Face June 30 Finale 


London, June 17. 

| “South Pacific,” doing’ sellout 
business at 
ey ee with closing if the Brit- 
ish Ministry of Labor fails to re- 
|new the work permits of Ameri- 
can members of the cast which 
expire June 30. With the excep- 
tion of Mary Martin, the star, who 
is reportedly being allowed to stay, 
permits for the U. S. players are 
believed unlikely to be extended. 

Matter came up recently at a 
British Equity council meeting, at 
| which renewal applications for Miss 
| Martin, Wilbur Evans, Muriel 
| Smith, “Fredd Wayne and Larry 
| Hagman (Miss Martin’s son) were 
| considered. No decision was 
| reached, the cases being referred 


| has final say in such affairs, but is 
| usually guided by Equity advice. 

Situation regarding Betta St. 
| John, who is repeating the role of 
Liat, which she created in the 
original Broadway production, is 
said to be different from that. of 
the other Americans. The actress is 
engaged to British actor Peter 
Grant, who plays Lt. Joe Cable, 
and marriage to him would make 
her a British subject and thus ex- 
empt from permit requirement. 

In the case of Wally Peterson, he 
jis a Canadian and does not need a 
permit..On the other hand Archie 
Savage, one of the Seabees who 











the Drury Lane, is | 


back to the Labor Ministry for | 
further information. The Ministry | 


$300 Net Return to ANTA on Year's 


Fund Campaign 


With 1196 Receipts 


+ 





Evie Hayes to Do Brief 
Aussie ‘Annie’ Reprise 
Evie Hayes, who created the role 
of Annie in “Annie, Get Your 


Gun” for the J. C. Williamson The- 
atres in Australia three years ago, 
has been signed for a short re- 
vival of the musical Down Under. 
Because Miss Hayes was going to 
Aussie on a_ visit, Williamson’s 


| N. Y. rep, Dorothy Stewart, talked 


the actress (who is Will Mahoney's 
wife) into doing a brief “Annie” 
reprise. Williamson will present it 
in Melbourne July 5 for four 
weeks. Miss Hayes left N. Y. yes* 
terday (Tues.) for the Coast and is 
due in Sydney Saturday (21). 


Neat Cronyn Deal 
For Fourposters 


For the 33 weeks Jessica Tandy 
and Hume Cronyn co-starred in 
“Fourposter” on Broadway, the 
Playwrights Co. production piled up 
a gross of $754,864.38, earning a 
profit of about $130,000 on its 
$40,000 investment. After distribu- 
tion of $80,000 profit, remaining 


assets are approximately $50,000, 
including around $20,000 for the 
touring production (no new cos- 
tumes will be necessary, since the 
Cronyns will head the road edition) 
and $30,000 reserve. 








With Betty Field and Burgess 


|Meredith now playing Jan de 


Hartog’s two-character comedy at 
the Barrymore, N. Y., the Cronyns 
are taking a five-week vacation in 


+ Fund campaign of the American 


National Theatre & Academy 
brought a gross income over $119,- 
100, but expenses ran to nearly 
$118,800 so the net return was 
$300. At the same time, the organi- 
zation lost over $66,700 on opera- 
ion of the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., 
and over $46,700 from “general ac- 
tivities.” That is revealed in a 
financial statement covering the 
year ended last April 30 and sent 
to officers and board members re- 
cently. The accounting does not 
cover the ANTA Play Series. 
Breakdown of the campaign fund 
reveals that general fund contribu- 
tions were $9,383.72, while ex- 
penses were $20,040.40. Receipts 
from the dinner in honor of Helen 
Hayes were $2,983.50, but expenses 
were $1,753.62. Benefit perform- 
ance of “The Medium” brought 
$1,995, with expenses of $623.31. 
Dinner in honor cf Elsa Maxwell 
had $9,995 receipts and $8,407.05 





does a brief dance bit in the first | Bermuda, the first time the couple 
act, is already planning to return | and their children have been able 
to the U. S. and his part is being|to get away tegether since 1948. 
written out. when Miss Tandy took time off 
‘From indications, Miss Mar-|from the original Broadway pro- 
tin’s permit will be extended. But | duction of “Streetcar Named De- 
if the other Americans are not /|Sire.’ They're due to open the 
given renewals the Williamson Co.,|‘Fourposter” tour July 25 in 
which is handling the show here. | Pasadena, Cal., and continue 
indicates that it will close the pro-|through next March in Boston, 
duction. A representative of the | With a two-week layoff at Christ- 
firth explains that it would be im- | ™a4s time. 
possible to find acceptable Brit-| As stars of the touring company, 
ish replacements for the U. S. ac-| the Cronyns will have a guarantee 
tors, and that the Rodgers-Ham- | plus percentage of the gross. In ad- 
merstein musical would have to | dition, they will continue to collect 


expenses. Dinner for Henry Rosen- 


| feld had $28,527 receipts and $17,- 


116.57 expenses. Party on the liner 


| Constitution had $180 receipts and 


$694 expenses. The new Commerce 
and Industry department had $50,- 
483.93 receipts, but $61,349.80 ex- 
penses. 
Oh, Those Expenses 

Also, special gifts totaled $13,- 
532.96, but involved $7,492.65 ex- 
penses. Public campaign produced 
$42 without expense, while raffles 
brought in $678 against $176.43 ex- 
pense. Party for Laurence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh brought $968 re- 
ceipts and $254.92 expense. Sale 
of house seats to Broadway hits 
raised $307.60 with $55.80 expense, 
and there was an added debit item 
of $820.69 for union gifts. Total 
income from the fund campaign 
was $119,076.71, expenses came to 
$118,785.25, and the exact net was 
$291.46. 

Under the “general activities” 

(Continued on page 60) 


B’way ‘Blondes’ Reprise 
Nixed as Risky; 5406 
In Net Profits to Date 


Tentative proposal to _ bring 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” to 
Broadway for a brief return en- 
gagement at reduced prices has 
been dropped, and the musical is 
now set to fold for the season Sat- 
urday night (21) at the National, 
Washington. It is winding up a 
three-week stand there. The idea 
was to offer it for a scheduled two- 











fold. one-sixth of the profits of the op- 
eration, including both companies. 
Whyte Sees No Trouble 


‘ndon ‘edition of the show and| MADAM’ PROFIT AT 5366 








London edition of the show and 





returned to New York recently, 
said yesterday (Tues.) that he has 
heard of no new developments 
about the permits of the American 
members of the cast. Explaining 
that he had already supplied the 
Labor Ministry and British Equity 
with a list of all the British play- 
ers who had been auditioned or 
considered for the show, he de- 
clared that he doesn’t anticipate 
any trouble when the permits ex- 
pire. 


806 ‘Dolls’ Divvy as Net 
Passes $1,250.000 Mark 


Another $80,000 dividend was 
paid last week on “Guys and Dolls,” 
bringing the total distributed profit 
to $988,191.81 thus far on the two- 
production setup. According to a 
financial summary accompanying 
the payment, the Frank Loesser- 
Jo Swerling-Abe Burrows musical 
earned an operating profit of $79,- 
373.66 for the four weeks ended 
May 31, including $33,425.13 on 
the original production, currently 
in its 83d week at the 46th Street, 
N. Y., and $45,948.66 on the touring 
edition, which is in its 17th week 
at the Shubert, Chicago. That 
brought the total net profit on the 
operation to $1,262,274.66 as of the 
same date. 

The Cy Feuer-Ernest H. Martin 
production was capitalized 





eall. 


Jo Swerling and Irving Brecher 
completed a new comedy, “Jona- 
than,” for fall production on Broad- 
. ewe tfield Connor set for 
the season as leading man at 
| Elitch’s Gardens Theatre, Denver. 











| productions, each slated for two 
at | weeks # . 

| Charles Gray, co-producers, wi 
$250,000, including $50,000 over- | Se 





AFTER RUN OF 89 WEEKS 


When Ethel Merman left the cast 
of “Call Me Madam,” following its 
four-week Washington stand, the 
musical had earned a total profit of 
$536,329.27 and had distributed 
$487,875 on its 89-week run (in- 
cluding a four-week tryout tour), 
with $48,454.27 in cash reserve. 
That did not include the show’s 
40% share of the $250,000 film sale 
to 20th-Fox. 

Since Elaine Stritch, who suc- 
ceeded in the title part in the mu- 
sical, gets a straight $1,000 a week 
instead of Miss Merman’s 8% of 
the gross, the production may ac- 
tually earn practically as much 
profit under the new setup, despite 
lower grosses thus far. However, 
Miss Merman will continue to get 
10% of the profits as long as 
“Madam” runs. 

For the stand at the National, 
Washington, the profit was $17,- 
939.94 on a total gross of $150,196. 





Summer Musical Series 
Skedded for Houston 


Houston, June 17. 
Houston is to have a summer 
musical series, opening June 24. 
Houston Music Theatre plans five 


each. Andor Toth -and 


stage the productions at the Hous- 





ton Little Theatre. 

The group plans to present 
opera, dramas with music and 
straight plays. Opening bill will 


week return run at the Hellinger, 
N. Y., opening next Monday (23), 
at a $3.60 top, but producer Her- 
man Levin and theatre owner An- 
thony B. Farrell decided it would . 
be a doubtful risk. 

For its recent four-week engage- 


ment at the Shubert, Boston, end- 
ing May 24, the musical earned a 
profit of 
$286.25 souvenir program royalty) 
on a total gross of $143,735. That 


$10,989.08 ‘including 


brought the total net profit to 
$545,040.42 thus far. The venture, 
financed at $200,000, has distrib- 
uted $480,000 profit to date. Still 
to come is the show’s 40% share 
of the $150,000 sale of the film 
rights to 20th-Fox. 


‘Camera’ Clicking to 686 
Profit; 186 Divvy Paid 


“I Am a Camera” has paid an- 
other dividend of $18,337.47, bring- 
ing its total distributed profit jp 
$48,337 on the $65,000 investment. 
The John van Druten play, based 
on Christopher Isherwood’s “Ber- 
lin Stories,” had earned total net 
profits of $68,347.84, after deduct- 
ing the author-director’s 10% 
share, as of May 31. Assets in- 
cluded bonds and a $12,270.37 
sinking fund at that time. 

The Gertrude Macy - Walter 
Starcke comedy-drama, with Bar- 
bara Baxley playing the femme 
lead during Julie Harris’ absence 
for a film contract, is currently in 
its 30th week at the Empire, N. Y. 


Ohio River Showboat 


East Liverpool, O., June 17. 
Third season of the showboat 
Majestic on the Ohio River began 
for students of Hiram College at 

East Liverpool last week (12). 











The troupe plans to stop at num- 


feature Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The | erous ports along the river, just as 


Old Maid and the Thief” 
Offenbach’s “R.S.V.P.” 


and te previous years, cffering enter- 


tainment and plays. 
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Metop Hits $1,395,100 in 55 Shows 
On Standout 7-Week Spring Tour 


Spring tour of the Metropolitan + 


! 


Opera Assn., recently completed, | 
was one of the most successful in | 
the Met’s 67-year-old history, with | 
gross hitting a sock $1,395,100 for | 
the 55 periormances. Seven-week | 
tour cov2red 7.148 miles, and al-| 
though all railroading bills aren't 
in vet, the Met stands to mak@ a 
neat profit on the trek. Tour was | 
relatively smooth (in contrast to | 
some recent seasons, when strikes 
and floods disrupted the junkets), 
although there were several un- 
usual incidents to make the tour a 
standout. 

The Met went into Canada for 
the first time, to Montreal and To- 
rentdé, with sock results. Toronto’s 
four performances brought in a 
huge $168,000, for trip’s largest 
tuke. Hall was a converted 
hockey arena, seating 11,000, prob- 
ably the largest audience in history | 
ever to hear opera indoors, Biz was | 
SRO everywhere except for three | 
cities, St. Louis, Memphis and | 
Houston, and these three showed | 
good though not sellout returns. 
Houses in many spots were un-| 
usually large, with a 9,000-seater 
in Cleveland, a 6,000-seater in 
Oklahoma City, a 10,000-seater in 
St. Louis and 7,500-seater in Mont- 
real. 

Some of the arena-style houses 
proved not completely satisfactory 
for opera presentation, and some 
complaints were heard as to lack 
of visibility. A Toronto beef on 
sale of certain seat sections is to 
be remedied, say Met execs. Met 
management realized some of the 
deficiencies, but felt it was better 
to give the best performances un- 
der those conditions than not give 
any in those towns at all. 

The Met took a beating in cer- 
tain towns with its sets, due to lack 
of proper stage facilities. Officials 
claim it will cost $6,000 to $7,000 
alone to repair the damages to 
“Aida” after the beating it took. 

Increased costs of touring, in- 
conveniences to the large cast, ill- 

(Continued on page 59) 


ATPAM Demand to Kill 
New-Blood Clause Crux 





Of Producer Confabs' 


Demand of the Assn. of Theatri- 
cal Press Agents & Managers for 
the elimination of the “new blood” 
clause in‘ its basic contract is ex- 
pected to be the only hitch in ne- 
gotiations with the League of N. Y. 
Theatres. An initial meeting last 
week with League reps was de- 
scribed as friendly enough, but it’s 
figured that gloves will be off when 
the two sides get down to actual 
haggling over the principal issue. 

Under the present pact, which 
expires Labor Day, the ‘new 
blood” clause requires the union 
to admit a limited number of man- 
ager candidates proposed by pro- 
ducers. However, the right of re- 
fusal of any specific candidate has 
been a controversial point. ATPAM 
apparently hopes to make the rule 
similar to that covering press- 
agents, who may be admitted to 
membership only after completing 
a three-year apprenticeship. 


New Texas Group Maps 
Southwest Loop Tours 


Dallas, June 17. 

This city will serve as headquar- 
ters for the Texas Theatre Founda- 

* tion, a new non-profit corporation 
which plans a touring theatre unit 
to give shows here as well as in 
communities and colleges through- 
out the Southwest. The group, in- 
corporated last week, plans to raise 





$25,000 by the end of July and! 
$50,000 by January, 1953, for its | 


operation, which is expected to 
start by the first of the year. 


Dorian Granowski, one of the 
group's incorporators, will serve 
as managing director, and will 


produce at least one play each by! 


Shaw and Wilde during the first 


season, Other incorporators are A. | 


G. Rothchild, Garth W. Daniel and 
Wentworth T. Durant. 

The group will present 
productions for three months of 
the season here and then tour 
under community sponsorship ar- 
rangements to southwestern towns 
of 6,000 or better population, and 
colleges or universities with en- 
rolilment of 500 or more. 


their 


ice _| torium. “Song of Norway” 


Bali Dance-Music Co. 
Set for 12-Week Tour 


Columbia Artists Mgt. has signed 
‘the Island of Bali Dancers, group 
of 45, for its first U. S. tour next 
season. Republic of Indonesia Art 
Society will sponsor, with Indo- 
nesian government aid. 

Group will open at the Fulton 
Theatre, N. Y., Sept. 16 for four 
weeks, then go on tour for eight 
more. Troupe includes 16 dancers, 
23 gamelin musicians, 
Gusti Raka as principal 
Columbia prez Frederick of 
Schang set the deal on his recent 
visit to Bali. 





Portland Preps Active 
Fall-Winter Legit Sked 


Portland, Ore., June 17. 

Portland legit, after a lean spring 
is in for a busy summer and fall 
season. 

Mayfair Theatre manager Herb 
Royster has already inked “Stalag | 
17,” with George Tobias, for seven 
performances, 


starting Aug. 12; | . 
Joan Bennett and Zachary Scott in ? N Le t 
“Bell, Book, and Candle,” Sept. 8; ero 91 ers 


: Set for Fall Tours 


Moon Is Blue,” starring Barbara 
Bel Geddes and Donald Cook, Nov. 
| Negro companies of “The Moon 
opens | Ts Blue” and “Born Yesterday” will 


24. 
William Duggan is bringing some 
top musicals to the Civic Audi- | 
ar Gene a ee ee. hg Fon, | be sent on tour in the fall by James 
Oct. 14, with “Gentlemen Prefer | Russo and Michael Ellis. The 
Blondes” to follow, These four| shows, playing guaranteed dates 
units are being sold on a “buy all | through the south and southwest, 
will travel by car, with portable 


four” deal. No single unit seats are 

available yet, and advance sale is ; : 

big. | soeeeey devised by Harold Winston, 
using canvas stretched on demount- 

able aluminum frames. Concert 

manager Dick Campbell, who is 

currently producing a “Carmen 


‘Carmen Jones’ Prepped 
For Hayloft Tour With | Jones, ,strsmat tous, will book 
Muriel Rahn In as Star Soout eos Nee suaienees 


Nat Debin, of the Lew & Leslie|- Russo & Ellis expect the “Moon” 
Grade legit-club department, and | production to cost about $7,500 and 
Dick Campbell, Negro  concert| the “Born” company to be consid- 
manager, are co-producers of the| erably less, since the same metal 
all-Negro “Carmen Jones’ com-| scenery frames will be used for 
pany recruited for a strawhat tour. | both shows. Royalty of 5% (plus 
Muriel Rahn, (Mrs. Campbell), the | author royalty) is reportedly being 
original Broadway Carmen, again | paid. Bill Ross, who stage-managed 
heads the show, the company of| “Born,” will probably direct that 
35 also including other original|comedy, and John Effrat, stage 


| 














with Ni| 
dancer. 


* * 
Inside Stufi—Legit 

William Fields, pressagent for the Playwrights Co., has gotien out 
an unusual booklet for the tour of the firm’s “Fourposter” company 
starring Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn, which opens July 25 in 
Pasadena, Cal. It’s similar to ones he prepared for the tours of Helen 
Hayes in “Victoria Regina” and the Lunts in “There Shall Be No 
Night,” and is along the lines of the route sheets put out by the circus. 
Fields doubles as p.a. for the New York engagement of the Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey circus every year. Besides giving the produc. 
tion credits for the show, the “Fourposter” booklet outlines the dates, 
towns and theatres to be played, railroads to be traveled, mileage 
to be covered, and lists the Playwrights staff and the entire staff and 
crew of the touring company. A summary asserts that the troupe wil] 
be out 35 weeks, play 16 cities and nine states (plus- two Canadian 
| provinces) and travel 9,813 miles. 








Guthrie McClintic and wife Katharine Cornell iast week. sold their 
N. Y. City home at 23 Beekman PI. to a Col. L. B. de Long, construc- 
tion engineer. The McClintics moved into the east side home the 
year they were married, in 1921, and lived in it for 30 years, or until 
last year, when they moved to their Sneeden’s Landing, N. Y., home, 
which they built. Beekman Pl. house was regarded as a legit shrine, 
the McClintics doing first readings and rehearsals of all their plays 
there, etc. Lower floors were leased last year to David Lilienthal, with 
the McClintics retaining the top floor for themselves. 


Legit Bit 
Emmett Rogers planed to Lon-| tion assistant to Herman Levin, 
|don last week to confer with Brit-| vacationing in Kentucky .. . Chi- 





cast members, such as Luther 
| Saxon, Elton Warren, William Dil- 
lard, Sheldon Hoskins, Theresa 


Merritte, and Audrey Vanterpool. 
This cast (with exception of Saxon) 
did “Carmen Jones” for two weeks 
last summer at Lambertville, 
N. J. 

Troupe is opening a two-week 
run at Lee Falk’s New England 





Al Rosen’s Maplewood, N. J. Thea- 
tre. Campbell admits both Falk 
and Rosen are aiding the venture 
with front money. Production will 
have new sets designed in Boston 


furnishing costumes. 

Campbell is staging the show, 
with Hoskins doing the choreogra- 
phy. Al Rivett, at one of the two 
pianos, will be the musical direc- 
| tor. Campbell has other dates 
| pending, such as Marblehead, 
Mass., and Binghamton, N. Y. Ask- 
ing price on the package is $4,500. 


Ex-Met Singers Aid 


Indiana U. Musicals 


Indianapolis, June 17. 

| Varied program of musicals and 
straight plays announced by In- 
diana U. will provide major live 





4 








entertainment hereabouts this 
summer. 
Opera Workshop will stage 


“Song of Norway” July 4-5 and 11- 
12, to be followed by “On The 
Town" and “Kiss Me, Kate.” Carl 
Shain is to be stage director and 
Ernst Hoffman musical director, as- 
sisted by former Met singers Myron 
Taylor, Agnes Davis, 
, Manski and Ann Kaskas, now 
School of Music faculty members, 
, Performances will be in East Hall 
on the campus. 

| I. U. Theatre, directed by Lee 
|Norvellee, will open its strawhat 
season at Brown County Playhouse, 
Nashville, with “Blithe Spirit” June 
27-July 13. “Arsenic and Old Lace” 
_and “Broken Dishes” will follow. 


$. -¢ ’ 
Saratoga’s ‘Fig Leaf 

Saratoga, N. Y., June 17. 
Ernest Truex, Sylvia Field (Mrs. 
Truex) and Joan McCracken will 
play the leads in “The Fig Leaf,” 
comedy by Norman Brooks and 
John Gerstad, which John Hunt- 
ington has optioned for a tryout at 
the Spa Summer Theatre week of 
July 28. “Fig Leaf” is slated for 
; Broadway presentation in Octo- 

er. 

Clifford Cothren, James Lee and 





Jean Jordan are set for other im- | 


portant roles. Brooks will direct. 


Gerstad, other member of the play- | 


| wrighting team, is currently ap- 
pearing in the New York revival 
‘of “The Male Animal.” 


Mutual Hall, Boston, Monday (23), | 
to be followed by a fortnight at} 


by Theodore Sastrom, with Eaves | 


Dorothee | 


| manager of “‘Moon,” is a candidate 
|to direct the latter. John F. 
| (“Flash”) Riley and Lorenzo Tuck- 
|er, who toured last season in a 
| Neare edition of “Harvey,” were 
instrumental in 
| “Moon” and “Born” projects, and 
| will probably be in both troupes. 
Meanwhile, Russo and Ellis are 
also readying a revue, “Two's Com- 
pany,” with sketches by Charles 
Sherman, music by Vernon Duke 
and lyrics by Ogden Nash, to star 
film actress Bette Davis; and may 
present Orson Welles in “Othello” 
and another Shakespeare revival. 


Robert Q’s Legit Bow As 





Robert Q. Lewis, who went from 
radio-TV into a nitery single, is 
now making his legit stock debut 
June 20-28 in “Charley’s Aunt.” at 
the Chevy Chase Theatre, Wheel- 
ing, Ill., a strawhat near Chi. He 


ABC-TV panel show, in New York, 
flying back and forth for the day. 


He has New England strawhat 
dates to follow. 


Phil Tyrrell is impresario of the 


siders permitted by Equity to aug- 
ment the local operation will be, 


on and Arthur O'Connell 


role). 


Mae West to Tee Off 





Princeton, June 17. 


arranging the} 


ducks Wednesday because of his 


Chevy Chase, and the three out- 


besides Lewis, director Clark Gor- 
(Spet- 
tigue) and Bill Allyn (in the Jack 


- Princeton With ‘Ring’ “¢ 


ish legit-film actress Claire Bloom 
about playing the femme lead in 
“Ceremony of Innocence,” Elma 
Huganir’s dramatization of the 
Elizabeth Charlotte Walker novel, 
which he has under option. The 
young actress was recommended 
by Maurice Evans, for whom 
Rogers has been production as- 
sistant ... Harald Bromley plans a 
fall production of “The Fourth De- 
gree,’ Jane Hinton’s dramatization 
of Eleazar Lipsky’s psychological 
novel, “Murder One” . . . Robert 
Sherman, retired legit producer, 
reported seriously ill in Chicago 
... Albert Selden plans to make 
his debut as a producer with pres- 
entation on Broadway this fall of 
“The Grey Eyed People,” by John 
Hess. 

Gilbert Miller, summering in 
London and on the Continent, has 
acquired the U. S. rights to Marcel 
| Ayme’s “La Tete des Autres” 
| (“The Head of Others’’), and hopes 
|to have it adapted by Anita Loos, 





who did a _ similar chore with 
| “Gigi” ... Hume Cronyn, reported 
as teaming with Roger L. Stevens 
and William Fields in the produc- 
tion of Robert Nathan’s “Jezebel’s 
Husband,” to star Claude Rains, 
| will decide whether to join the 
| project after he sees the strawhat 


tryout of the play ... Meanwhile, 
Stevens, who presented Stanley 
Young’s “Mr. Pickwick” in Lon- 


don, may produce the play in New 
York if he can get a major star 
for the title part .. . Maxwell An- 
derson and Rouben Mamoulian 
have abandoned “Devil’s Horn- 
pipe,” a musical they were writing, 


> -: vith s by Allie Wrubel, ab 
Charley In Strawhats Washington ’ carrentinn 7 7 The 


Playwrights Co. will be associated 
with John C. Wilson in the U. S. 
production of “Little Hut,” current 
London hit starring Robert Mor- 
ley ... Vet advance man Al Spink 
optioned “Malice in Wonderland,” 
boy meets girl satire with a Holly- 
weod background by Jack Rosen- 
stein, for fall production. 


Gilbert W. Gabriel, N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle prez, is one of the 
contributors to the forthcoming 
special supplement of the Nation 
magazine on civil liberties and 
witch-hunt pressures...New York 
U. awarded honorary degree of 
Doctor of Fine Arts to Ethel Barry- 
more, and Doctor of Laws to legit 
angel Howard Cullman. Robert 
Berger supporting Franchot Tone 
in ‘Petrified Forest” June 23 and 
Veronica Lake in “Gramercy 
Ghost” June 30 at Tri-City Play- 
house, Binghamton, N. Y...Gemze 
Lappe, featured dancer in 
|““Paint Your Wagon,” will join Bal- 
|let Theatre for its 1952-53 season. 





Mae West will open the sixth | Anne Cheselka is returning to the 


(23) in “Come On Up... 


season at the Princeton Summer | 4@nce troupe. 
(McCarter) Theatre Monday night 


Jean Bartel, former “Miss Amer- 


. Ring | ica,” who is making her first ap- 


anne pee renga 8 Herbert | Mhee ar Si ro *. i tle te - 
enwith is operator of the straw- e ing a e Ziegteld, N. Y., 
'hat. The play, a one-set comedy a was rushed in to substitute for 
itwe acts was yiiten by Miss ra nen San . a ae 2. 
n ent “hi : | urtain las 
+ oll gin 1947, . en ee on | night (11) when the latter suffered 
Star was previously skedded to Tonergan's “understude hey puss 
— in “Sextette,” and switch | playing the part the past week 
as attributed to insufficient time | . 
|-to ie justice to ithe preparation a en Taney vaiees two weeks 
} y ‘ai ago “Mo 
Setansten ahentan, dad hl Uo Blue” cast to shoot © inaathen Sted 
... Ring Twice,” will have a cast | for Wilding Pictures. Lester Mack, 
of two women, besides Miss West, WhO was with the third “Moon” 
and 16 men. Star will play a boogie | COMpany, takes over the part and 
eo ad on the piane during the Cope "Gan — og Cafe he bogey 
: , Ss., to repeat hi: 
Pore there with Barbara Be Geddes. " 
Michael Todd has signed Anna-| Stock rights to “Love and Let 
;mary Dickey, John Raitt, Clara Love,” Louis Verneuil’s comedy | 
|Mae Turner and Thomas Hayward | produced last fall by Anthony B. 
| as soloists for the first Jones Beach, | Farrell with Ginger Rogers as star 
N. Y., Marine Stadium Composer| have been acquired by Samuel 











| Concert June 30. Concert will be| French. The royalties may repay 
_devoted to Rodgers & Hammer-|a fraction of the $79,000 loss on 
\stein music. the show ... Dick Haas, produc-' 


° 


cago television director Sherman 
Marks will stage the Robert Nathan 
play, “Jezebel’s Husband,” starring 
Claude Rains . . . Ramsey Burch 
will return as associate directof 
and Roy Somlyo as general mana- 
ger of Margo Jones’ Theatre '53 at 
Dallas next fall . . . Robert Mac- 
Arthur, general manager of pro- 
ducer-theatre owner Anthony B. 
Farrell’s Ramsey Chain Co., died 
June 9 in Albany. He had a heart 
attack about a month ago... Ar- 
nold Moss flew to the Coast Sun- 
day (15) to play a featured role 
in the Rita Hayworth pic, “Salome, 
Dance of-.the Seven Veils.” He 
returns end of July to appear at 
the Berkshire Festival at Tangle- 
wood as soloist with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra in the Ameri- 
can premiere of Honegger’s “La 
Danse Des Morts.” 





Barn Notes 


Barnet Biro, who just completed 
a 15-month hitch in the Navy, will 
appear in “Idiot’s Delight’ at the 
Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house week of June 30... The 
Boothday ‘(Me.) Playhouse opened 
an 1ll-week season Monday night 
(16) with “Night of January 16” 
. . . Pamela Simpson, playing the 
lead in “Ladies in Retirement” at 
the Robin Hood Theatre, Arden, 
Del., week of June 30, will not 
be a member of the resident com- 
pany there . . . Phyllis Hill (Mrs. 
Jose Ferrer), will be a member of 
the resident company this summer 
at the Woodstock (N.Y.) Playhouse. 
Staff of the barn includes Robert 
H. Harris, managing director; Lily 
Turner, general manager; Cyril 
Simon, stage manager, and Lola 
Pergament, pressagent. 

Robert Ingham, former assistant 
to producer John C. Wilson and 
for the last three years executive 
secretary of the estport Play- 
house, will be business manager of 
the John Drew Theatre, Easthamp- 
ton, L. L, opening July 7. The 
staff of the strawhat includes Sally 
Richards, executive secretary; 
Gene Perlowin, stage manager; 
Alice Landor, property mistress; 
Madeline and Kathryn Healy, 
treasurers; John_ Blankenship, 
scenic designer; Bernard Simon, 
New York pressagent, and John 
Meeker, local p.a. Philip Barry, 
Jr., and Patricia (Mrs.) Barry are 
producers .. . Sybil Trubin, execu- 
tive secretary of the N. Y. City 
Theatre Co., returns for a third 
summer as stage manager of the 
Port Players, Oconomowoc, W's. 
... Charles Durand, stage manager 
for Courtney Burr and Malcolm 
Pearson, will stage William Me- 
Cleery’s “Side by Side” for the 
Peterborough (N.H.) Players, July 
2-12. His wife, Virginia Mattis, 
will play the lead. 

Through Sigmund Gottlober of 
l’ational Theatre Magazines, which 
represents program publishers ! 
Boston, Philadelphia and other 
cities for national advertising, Me!- 
rose Rare, a whiskey brand, has 
contracted for full-page ads in 45 
summer theatre programs, for the 
entire schedules of those theatres, 
concentrated in 11 eastern states. 

With the Kenley Players open 
ing Seasons at both York and Lake- 
wood, Pa. Theatres, John Kenley 
will shuttle between the tw? 
houses. Steve Kenley, a brother. 
will be general manager at the 
York house. Lamar Clark wil! be 
assistant to Kenley and treasure! 
at York, with Kate Kenley (‘a S!* 
ter) as subscription secretar). 


Blanche Thebom, Met Opec! 
mezzo-soprane, left last Thursday 
(12) for London, to make =e 
ings with Kirsten Flagstad 4" 
Wilhelm Furtwangler. 
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Shawn- Ho 


iday’ Opens Stockbridge: 


Gabor's Lover’ Gets $9,700, Olney 


ckbridge, Mass., June 17. 
*itiam Miles, —_ ween tte 
eason as produ 
15h shire Playhouse Monday (16) 
with Ted Shawn in ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday,” has included the pre- 
miere of “A Murder in the Fam- 
ily.” by Victor Wolfson, and fea- 
turing Helen Craig and Douglas 
Watson, on the schedule. — 
One of the most ambitious pro- 
ductions this summer _will be “Mac- 


peth,” with Staats Cotsworth and 
Muriel Kirkland. Slated for the 
closer, it is an enlargement of a 
concert-reading of the _ tragedy 
given by Cotsworth and Miss Kirk- 
jand earlier ir the year. Miles 


was associated with them in that 
presentation. 


Among other works and artists 


Phillips; “The Show Off,” 


garet 
Hamilton and Thomas 


Margaret 


revival of the London success by 
Charles Morgan, with William Roe- 
rick, Eleanor Wilson and Kendall 
Clark, and “The Little Minister,” 
Gaye Jordan and Whit Bissell. 
Miles is also the director. Wil- 


liam Roberts is scenic designer, 
and Sarah Hodges handles the 
costumes. 





Preem For Hopatcong 
Lake Hopatcong, N.J., June 17. 
Harold E. Lawrence, 

producer of the Lakeside Theatre 
here, has optioned “Sweet Lor- 
raine,’” new play by Bernard Drew 
and Abby Mann. Play will be given 
a tryout week of July 8, with Nancy 
Coleman in the lead. 

Eloise McElhone will star in 
“Gramercy Ghost,” July 1; Rose La 
Rose in “White Cargo,” July 15; 
Virginia Gilmore in “Remains to 
Be Seen,” July 22; Ethel Barry- 
more Colt in “Let Us Be Gay,” 
July 29; Helmut Dantine in “The 
Happy Time,’ Aug. 5; Vicki Cum- 
mings, in “Season In The Sun,” 
Aug. 12, and Claire Luce in as yet 
unscheduled play, Aug. 19. 

Paul Burton-Mercur, TV writer- 


producer, will be associated with | 
Season opens June 24 | 


Lawrence. 
with “The Happiest Years,” with 
resident leads. = 





‘Lover’ $9,700 in 13, Olney 
Olney, Md., June 17. 
“Cardboard Lover,” which opened 
the 1952 season for the Olney The- 
atre, chalked up a, $9,700 boxoffice 


take for its 13-performance, nine-' 


day run, which included four mati- 
nees. Critics generally panned 
the play, but urged all and sundry 
to get out to the strawhatter to 
watch Eva Gabor. 

Last year’s. opener, “Silver 
Whistle,” brought in only $7,200 at 
the gate. “Come_ Back, Little 
Sheba,” starring Joan Blondell, 
opens tonight (17) for a one-week 
stand, with a fair advance sale. 


10G Sacandaga Project 

The Sacandaga Summer Theatre, 
a new strawhat at Sacandaga Park, 
N. Y., about 25 miles west of Sara- 
toga, will be opened June 30 by 
Eddie Rich, in partnership with 
Perry J. Stieglitz. It has sched- 
uled an eight-week season guest- 





star revivals, with one tryout, 
tant! in Paris,” by Melchior 


, The project is financed as a 
‘mited partnership with $10,000 
Capital. General partners are 
Rich and Sieglitz, the latter listed 
— an address in Yonkers, N. Y. 
rm has invested $1,600 and 
lieglitz $5,000 as limited partners. 


‘Brooklyn’ Tees Pocono 
Mountainhome, Pa., June 17. 
toi he Pocono Playhouse, in Moun- 
tainhome, under management. of 
yen Stevens, opened Friday 
G with the musical, “A Tree 
my Ra, TR ta 
s. e play wi 
through Saturda ae ee 
. ‘ay Francis follows, in “Thea- 
field week of June 23; Hurd Hat- 
30: J in “The Happy Time,” June 
ms une Lockhart and John Dall in 
ae Ghost,” July 7; Ilona 
14. 8 “Angel in Paris,” July 
bande miere of “Jezebel’s Hus- 
‘a Starring Claude Rains, Aug. 
Strapon’ Hasso in “Love from a 
. nger.” Aug. 11; and Edward 
frett Horton in “Nina,” Aug. 18. 





ae Strawhats Set 

Noy “Minneapolis, June 17. 
sceyerthern Minnesota will be the 
thie A.. intense strawhat activity 
complet as two communities 
parte ;. ,Preparation for their 
Bummer the 1952 Paul Bunyan 
al win Theatre Festival. Festi- 
thee originated in Brainerd 
Oped bo ago, is being devel- 
Pau] p> 4 tourist lure for the 





| Co-Sponsored 


| businessmen, 


director- | 


| backs, 
| Met execs, by the financial returns, 





“nyan Vacationland area| hampton 


and as a new entertainment outlet 
for permanent residents. Area 


normally is completely barren of 


theatre activity. 
The 10-week celebration will be 


by Bob Gaus, Minnesota strawhat 
operator, and local playgoers’ as- 
sociations, non-profit groups of 
resort owners and 
community leaders assisting in the 
promotion and development of the 


summer theatre program. The two | 


towns participating in the Festival 
this year are Brainerd and Bemidji, 
both big summer vacation centers. 
Arrangements are already under- 
way to expand the Festival over the 
next four or five seasons to eight 
other communities in the northern 


artists part of the state, thus forming a 
slated are “Ramshackle Inn,” with | 
ZaSu Pitts; “The Lady’s Not For | 


Burning,” Walter Abel and Mar- | ceat 


10-theatre circuit. 

The Pine Beach Playhouse, 200- 
strawhatter located on the 
south shore of Gull Lake outside 


- | Brainerd, wil res -W 
Coley; “The Flashing Stream,” a | ainerd, will present a 10-week 


series beginning June 26. Season 
will be under the direction of Leo 
Hartig and Robert Snook. The 300- 
seat Paul Bunyan. Playhouse, [o- 
cated outside Bemidji, plans to 
offer a 10-week season, featuring a 
Broadway professional 


Avery will direct. 





Norwich Teeoff 


Norwich, Conn., June 17. | 
Norwich Summer Theatre at! 


Norwich relights Monday (23) for 
its fifth season with an 11l-week 


| schedule. Herbert Kneeter is again | 
| managing director. First offering is 


“Burlesque,” starring Bert Lahr. 


| Others pencilled in for the house 
are Mae West, Marilyn Maxwell, | 


Lanny Ross, Alexis Smith, Victor 


| Jory, Larry Parks, Betty Garrett | 
j}and June Havoc. 


Cole Porter’s musical, “Kiss Me, 


| Kate,”’ will usher in the season for 
|Lew Harmon’s Clinton Playhouse 


at Clinton June 30. 











Metop Tour 
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equipped theatres, and other draw- 
were offset, according to 


enthused audience reception and 
resultant uplift to the singers. Sell- 
out for the eight performances in 
the 9,000-seater Cleveland, for in- 
stance, constantly amazes the Met. 


| “It's quite a compliment to make 
;}an appointment 


with you six 
months in advance, and not only 
keep it, but dress up for it,” is the 


way the Met’s tour director, Fran- | 


cis Robinson, put it. “It’s good for 
company morale.” In the Toronto 
ice-hockey arena, “where a stage 
rose .out of nothing,” said Robin- 
son, “I saw the impossible come 
true.” 


The mayor of Montreal tossed 
the Met cast and officials a cham- 
pagne supper at the Mount Royal 
Hotel. In Toronto, there was a civic 
reception, with a military band pre- 
ceding the Met contingent parad- 
ing to City Hall for the mayor’s 
greetings. President Truman at- 
tended a D. C. performance. In 
Birmingham, the temperature hit 
92, with a performance given in 
a non-air-conditioned hall. Mem- 
phis was the same. On the Met’s 
arrival in Dallas, it was 99, but 
overnight the temperature dropped 
to 47. Hall then was air-condi- 
tioned. 

The Met played in some spots 
where the first intermission was 
longer than the first act, due to 
the difficulty of shifting sets in 
ill-equipped houses. Even in 
Washington, there was a 35-minute 
gap on after the first act of “Aida,” 
because the crew couldn’t work on 


the stage. 
Tour gross breakdown’ was 
Cleveland (eight performances), 


$256,000; Boston (nine), $145,800; 
Washington (three), $70,500; Rich- 
mond (one), $22,200; Atlanta (Four), 
$100,400; Birmingham (two), $48,- 
400; Memphis (two), $44,400; Dal- 
las (four), $110,300; Houston (two), 
$37,700; Oklahoma City (one), $30,- 
300; Des Moines (one), $25,000; 
Minneapolis (four), $90,000; Bloom- 
ington, Ind. (two), $36,000; Lafay- 
ette, Ind. (one), $25,000; St. Louis 
(four), $95,100; Toronto (four), 
$168,000, and Montreal (three), 
$90,000. Des Moines’ $25,000 for a 
single performance of “Carmen,” 
with Rise Stevens, was best Met 
ever did there. 





Met soprano Rise Stevens head- 
ing subscription drive for West- 
(L. I.) Playhouse 





in each community 


jness in 


resident | 
; company and guest players. Charles | 


‘Blondes’ Fine $41,400 





To Tee Off St. Louis Muny 


St. Louis, June 17. 
Blessed by ideal weather, “Show 


Boat” wound up an 11-night frame 
jin the Municipal Theatre Assn’s 


al fresco playhouse in Forest 
Park Sunday (15) with a sock esti- 


|mated gross of $70,000. About 100.- 
/000 persons attended the teeoff 


stand of the 34th consecutive sea- 


son. Mary Wickes, Hal Leroy, Ed- | 


win Stetfe, Marquita Moll, Iva 
Withers and Donald Clarke copped 
plaudits from crix and customers. | 

“Sally” teed off a seven-night 
frame last night (Mon.) before a 
crowd of 8,000 and gross of ap- 


proximately $3,000. 


‘PACIFIC’ SETS $72,015 
M’W’KEE HOUSE RECORD 


Milwaukee, June 17. 
Touring edition of “South Pa- 
cific” is continuing its sock busi- 
the midwest. Richard 
Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein 
Joshua Logan musical rolled into 
the Wisconsin Theatre here last 
week and stampeded the town with 





a $72,015 house record for the 
eight performances. 

Week before last the Janet 
Blair-Webb Ttiton§ starrer’ also 


racked up a house record with a 
$72,612 gross at Keith’s, Dayton, O. 





In Second D.C. Stanza 


Washiggton, June 17. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
registered a fine $41,400 for its 
second D. C. week, a gain of $3,- 


| 000 over the initialer, with strong | 
| biz indicated for the third and last | 
| stanza. 


Following “Blondes,” the Na- 
tional goes dark until Aug. 4, when 
it reopens with four weeks of 
“Porgy and Bess.” 





‘Ladies’ Sweet $11,000 


In First Pitt Week 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 
The Nixon came up with a late 


|season winner last week in “Good | 


Nite Ladies,” Jules Pfeiffer’s pro- 


duction of the old farce doing close | 


representing a neat | ‘MADAM’ SMART $37,900 


to $11,000, 
profit for both theatre and attrac- 
tion. Playing at $3.25 top, and 
flooding city with two-for-ones to 
follow up a heavy sight advertising 
campaign, show started off slowly 
but by the end of the stretch was 
turning them away. 

Advance for the current and 
final stanza indicates the take may 
be even higher. Pfeiffer gave Nixon 
a guaranteed rental, but the house 
share went above that. 


Mull Negro | 


lames “CONtinued from page 57 Game 














sas City was cancelled in favor of 
the extra fortnight in Chicago. 


Flight te Berlin 


After the Washington date, the 
company will fly to Berlin for a 
two-week engagement either at 
the Berlin Opera House or the new 
Schiller, only theatre built in the 
German capital since the war. Al- 
though signed contracts haven't 
been received for the date, they’re 
due the latter part of this week. 
Meanwhile, the State Dept., which 
is to sponsor the German presen- 
tation as an example of American 
dramatic-musical art, has assured 
Davis and Breen that the jaunt is 
set. 

The State Dept. is also arrang- 
ing a six-day engagement for the 
musical at the Vienna Opera House 
immediately following its Berlin 
appearance. The London engage- 
ment will follow, opening Oct. 6. 
If the opera is well received in 
England, where it has never been 
produced, it can presumably con- 
tinue indefinitely without compli- 
cations from British Equity or the 
Ministry of Labor. Since it’s a 
non-profit venture and is being 
sponsored there by the British 
Arts Council, the normal rules 
covering foreign players are be- 
lieved not to apply. Also, there 
are relatively few Negro players 
in England, apparently none of 
operatic calibre, so 
problem of taking jobs from Brit- 
ish Equity members. 





Harry Davies takes over from 
Vince McKnight as flack on “Bagels 
and Yox” in Chicago . . . Taggart 
Casey relieves Ray Shaw as under- 
study to Allan Jones in national 
company of “Guys and Dolls.” In 
same show Maurinee McNally 


‘subbed for Jeanne Bal_ recently 
when star came down with laryn-| Santis and Margaret Draper, open- 


gitis. 


2d- | 


| Show Boa’ Fine 70Gfor 11'B’way Perks, But Weekend Sags; 


Faces’ SRO $30,800, Banana’ $33,100, 
Hayes Up to $22,600, ‘Animal’ $19,600 


+ Business spurted a bit on Broad- 


‘Norway’ Up to $52,100 of recent “seasons. With the ar 
. . Fiva o rea warm weatner, e 
For Third L.A. Session 


summer boxoffice pattern has ap- 
parently arrived, attendance being 
Los Angeles, June 17. up early in the week and continu- 
Business picked up again last/ing brisk through midweek, then 
week for the town’s only legit of-| sagging with the weekend exodus 








fering, “Song of Norway,” at the | of Jocal residents 
2,670-seat Philharmonic Audi- , . ‘ 
torium Revival grossed $52,100 The total gross for all 15 


shows last week was $416,400, 
or 79% of capacity. Week be- 
fore last the total for all 18 
shows was $448,200, or 70% 
of capacity, a drop of 4% from 
the preceding week. 


A year ago last week the 


in its third session as the initial 
offering of the Civic Light Opera 
Assn. season. 

After the current frame, op- 
eretta heads for a four-week stand 
jin San Francisco and then for a 
'tour of the Pacific Northwest, with | 
a limited return engagement on total for all 20 shows was 
| Broadway still being mulled. $556.200, or 76° of capacity, 
| a drop of 2° from the week 


Dolls’ $50,000, 


Highlights of last week were the 


over-capacity Z£ross of Ne W 
| 





Faces,” the first time the show has 
had standees at all performances, 
and the mild rise of “Of Thee I 
Sing,” despite the drastic reduc- 
tion in scale and the extra-space 
ad splurge. 


Chicago, June 17. Scheduled closings are “Stalag 
| After reaching a season's low; 17” Saturday (21). “Point of No 
the previous week, legit here turn,” June 28, and “Mrs. Mec- 
bounced back again. Most of the! Thing.” July 19, the latter two be- 
|plus came from the swarm Of} ing slated to reopen. Zhe only 
| American Medical Assn. delegates. opening in the immediate future 
| Biggest jump was at ‘ auys and|js “Wish You Were Here,” due 


Dolls,” but the other two attrac- 
tions also profited. 
| “Porgy and Bess,” instead of go- 
ing into New York before its Eu- 
|}ropean tour, will have a month’s 
| stay at the Civic Opera House, 
| starting June 25. CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
Estimates for Last Week | MC « Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
| “Bell, Book and Candle,” Selwyn | cal Drama), O (Operetta). 
|(16th week) ($4.50; 1,000). Doing Other parenthetic designations 
nicely with $15,400. |refer, respectively, to top price; 
| “Guys and Dol’s,” Shubert (16th | number of seats, capacity cross and 
| week) ($6; 2,100). Came _ back/stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
| strongly with $50,000. ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
“Moon is Blue,” exclusive of tax. 
week) ($4.40; 1,000). “Fourposter,” Barrymore (34th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $24.996) (Betty 
Fields, Burgess Meredith). Almost 
$17,600 (previous week, $21.200 
with Jessica Tandy and Hume Cro- 
nyn as stars). 


June 25 at the Imperial, N. Y. It 
grossed nearly $25,200 last week 
for six paid previews. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


Harris (59th | 
Fair $8,400. | 





IN CLEVELAND STANZA 


Cleveland. June 17. “Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
“Call Me Madam,” with Elaine | ‘82 wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,904). 
Stritch, wrapped up the Hanna’s| As always, $44,400. 
winter season by collecting its| “I Am a Camera,” Empire (29th 
third best musical gross of the| wk) (CD-$4.80-$6; 1,082; $24,908) 
year last week. Tuneshow raked | (Barbara Baxley). Nearly $15,100 
in $37,900 in eight performances | (previous ‘week, $16,100). 
at a $5.55 top, not quite up to the) «King and I,” St. James (64th 


take of “Guys and Dolls” here but| x) (MD-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717) 

. on the heels of “South a (Gertrude Lawrence). As _ usual, 
. over $51,700. 

Danny Goldberg and Jules!" «yale Animal,” Music Box (7th 


| Pfeiffer of Chicago are renting the | y » (C- . . ) (Ele 
| house for “Good Nite Ladies” June = uaens Martha are 
22 for two weeks plus option, On preston) |} 4 


a two-for-one basis. 
n Is 
| wk) (C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Donald 


‘Porgy’ Sparkling $42,715 | Cook, Barry Nelson, Maggie Mc- 


|N . O 12:300 (previ 
In Its First Dallas Week week 'si2z200. * ne 
Dallas, June’17. | wet McThing,” Morosco (17th 


‘ das, June 17. | wk) (CD-$4.80; 912: $26,800) (Helen 
ng eis Conn eeeae, at mare. EE ‘caulcaneeet bas 
> Doha week, ; ; engagemen a 
er! Eiiice heh TiS last weak. the been extended three weeks to July 
highest take ever drawn for the | 19, when the production — - 
Selk-al & twe-week-stené. Gun the | ve City, — for four weeks, 
basis of advance sale as well as ON eng ety ag (5th wk) 
the experience of previous years, | (p_¢g. 1 935- $30 600). Standees at 
the Negro folk opera is expected | 4)) shows for the first time, at over 
to top the previous gross for a full | ¢39 g09 (previous week. $29,400) 
fortnight engagement, the $81,600 | , “Of Thee I Sin ” Ziegfeld (6th 
set last year by “Texas, Li’l|,, — . 
Darlin’.” pF GRC-€3.00; hy = are i 
: P (Jac arson, Paul Hartman). Al- 
adaeie Gann Rene Heseend ra | —_ $19,700 (previous week, $19,- 
sical, produced by Blevins Davis)“ «ay , 
and Robert Breen, with the latter | (4, —_ Ph ng ryt 
staging, drew rave reviews from (Eddie Dowling). | Over $27 800 
local critics and enthusiastic audi- | , ; k. $26,300 with Jar 
ence comment. There has been | (Previous week, $26,300 w ames 
‘particular praise for William War- | Barton as star); lower-floor tickets 
field and Leontyne Price in the for evening performances were cut, 
title parts and for the costumes of ¢ective Monday night (16) from 
Jed Mace | ae P id $6, rena > Pe eat 
. é potential capacity to 770. 
Cab Calloway, for whom the “Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (24th wk) 


Almost $19,600 (previ- 
| ous week, $18.300). 
, “Moon Is Blue,” Miller (67th 








\Gershwins originally wrote the| ; 

| part of Sportin’ Life (although he | ‘MC-$6.60; 1160. $39,602). As al- 
/never played it), is rehearsing it | ar, $40.000. ° piel 

and will probably play it for the | oint of No Return,” Alvin 


: rmances here Fri-| ‘27th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,331; $37,- 
bry oe eee (20-21) Ay a | 924) ‘Henry Fonda). Nearly $23,- 
|warmup for the Chicago engage- | S00 (previous — ee ae 

, | ters June or five-wee voff. 
ment opening next Wednesday | «south Pacific,” Majestic (165th 
| : wk) Sona” tceed $50 nly 4 
‘ . |tha Wright, George Britton). c- 
Strawhat 21G, Hub |ond-biggest grosser last week, at 
Boston, June 17. (almost $44,600 ‘previous week, 

| “The Italian Strawhat,” first $40.800). 

production of Brattle Theatre’s “Stalag 17,” 48th St. (58th wk) 
summer session, wound the first ‘(C-$4.80; 912; $21,547). Nearly $13,- 
istanza with a tepid $2,500. House, | 600 (previous week, $11,900); clos- 
ja 454-seater, is scaled at $3 top. ine Saturday night (21), to tour. 





| “Hat” winds this frame, with “Yop Banana,” Winter Garden 
\“Liliom,” featuring Joseph De (32d wk) (CD-$6.60-$7.20; 1,519; 
$51 281) ‘Phil Silvers). Over $33,- 


ing June 24. 4100 (previous week, $29,400). 
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Plays Abroad 


Kiss Me, Kate 


Glasgow, June 17. 
Jack Hylton production of musical play 
in two acts, with music and lyrics by 
Cole Porter; book by Sam and Bella Spe- 
wack. Stars Christopher Hewett, Eliza- 
beth Larner. Directed a Spewack. 
Orchestrations, Robert ssell Bennett; 
choreography, Hanya Holm; settings and 
costumes, Lemuel Ayers; orch director, 
Danny Walters. At King’s, Glasgow. 
Fred Graham (Petruchio) . 


Christopher Hewett | 
Stanley Vilven | 


Harry Trevor (Baptista)... 
Lois Lane (Bianca)....-...++. Joyce Blair 
Ralph hoes Bi/l Pope 
Lilli Vanessi (Katharine) Elizabeth Larner 


Hattie ‘ ‘ ....-Margot Brett 
Paul RE ry Fey Pr Ellis Jackson 
Taxi Driver : . John Orchard 


Bill Calhoun (Lucentio)...... Lionel Blair 
First Man . eecvecceees -NOrman Scace 
Second Man eee Sydney Arnold 
Stage Doorman......Christopher Hodson 
Harrison Howell....... Peter Bentley 
Specialty Dancer...... 
Principal Dancer.... 


Gremio .. ...eeee-Bernard Davies-Rees 
Hortensio........e6+.es+- Frank Lawless 
Haberdasher .. ‘ .. Seamus Gordon 


Singing Ensemble: Margot Brett, Leonie 
Hodge, Pamela Butler, Peggy David, 
Helen Lawless, Barbara Lewis, Marie Mel- 
huish; Desmond Ainsworth, Bernard Da- 
vies-Rees, Dennis Driscoll, Bill Gilmour, 


Frank Lawless, John Orchard, George 
Slack. . 
Dancers: Susan Blythe, Joan_ Elvin, 


Daphne Grey, Jean King, Antonia Palmer, 
Jennifer Walmesly, Donald Craig, Sea- 
mus Gordon, Desmond Graham, Dick 
Martyn, Drew Pringle, Arthur Wilman, 
Michael Facer 





This touring edition of the U.S. 
musical is slick, if noisy, well cast 
and brightly mounted. Before audi- 
ences already well attuned to the 
American import, it is getting a 
warm reception even if the tunes 


‘ | 
are not as catchy as those of “An-.| 


nie,” “Oklahoma” or “Brigadoon.” 

A large company puts plenty 
spirit and verve into the produc- 
tion, notably for good dancing en- 
sembles, spectacular ballet group- 
ings and some classy terping by 
the principals. Piece has more 
satirical bite and subtler comedy 
than previous U. S. musicals seen 
here, and is well served by its lead- 
ing players, Christopher Howett, 
Elizabeth Larner and Joyce Blair. 

At the preem show caught, de- 
spite a displaced kneecap, Chris- 
topher Hewett makes a pleasant 
job of the role of Fred Graham. 
He is witty, caustic with a humor- 
ously disarming smile, sings well, 
and squeezes the last ounce of 
humor from the role. 


Stepping romantically up from 


the chorine ranks, blonde youthful | 


looker Elizabeth Larner, still only 
19, proves accomplished as the 
tempestuous Kate. Starlet handles 
numbers like “I Hate Men” and 
“IT Am Ashamed that Women Are 
So Simple” in nice style. She has 
a fine set of pipes. 

Secondhalf opener, “Too Darned 


of course, “Brush Up Your Shake- 
speare,” sung and danced in com- 
edy style with rare relish by the 
two gangsters, Norman Scace and 
Sydney Arnold. Latter two actors 
do a solid job and are warmly re- 
ceived. Seace, known here through 
his former association with the 
Wilson Barrett Players, is partic- 





Buster St. George | 
Deirdre Vivian | 


ularly effective. 

Lionel Blair, playing a young ac- 
ltor in love with Miss Blair, sings 
land dances well, but could speak 
| his lines more clearly. 
| Able backing comes from the 
| orch under Danny Walters, and set- 
ltings are both sumptuous and at- 


| tractive. Musical seems set for a 
| boxoffice cleanup on its British 
tour. It looks like doing welt in| 


every situation. Gord. 





The Gay Dog 
London, June 13. 


H. M. Tennent, Ltd., production of com- 
edy in three acts by Joseph Colton. Stars 
Wilfred Pickles. Directed by Wallace 
Douglas. Set, Michael Weight. At Picca- 
dilly Theatre, London, June 12, ‘52; $2 
top. 

Maggie Gay... .ceccsesee Megs Jenkins 
MENT: « c005.00 ap 4h4deanen Gillian Lutyens 
| Mrs. James 

Spud Ryan 
| Peggy Gowland.. 





Basil Lord 
Yvette Wyatt 


1 Jim GOP... ccestescc .. Wilfred Pickles 
| Minnie Gay ...ceccesess Nuna Davey | 
| Bill Gay....ccccseenenes Douglas Ives 


Bert Gay... .siccosccsce -Harold Goodwin 
F POOR 6a ccvcsaccccoscded Anthony Oliver 
| Leslie Gowland........ Brian Nissen 
Rev. Mr. Gowland......David King-Wood 





A domestic comedy told with a 
is the type of play that might easi- 


would flop anywhere else in the 


world. One of its main assets is 
iin its choice of star. Wilfred 
Pickles’ radio reputation, as a 


warm-hearted Yorkshireman, will 
be a strong factor in attracting the 
public. The story has film possi- 
bilities as a modest offering with 
local appeal. 

Play is set in a northern mining 
village with Pickles cast as a miner 
who is more actively concerned in 
| the chances of his greyhound in the 
|big race. To protect the odds he 
| spreads the rumor that the dog is 
|ill; then he discovers by chance 





| that another entry is bound to beat | 


his. So word is passed around the 
village that his own dog is well 
while he stakes His life savings on 
| the other greyhound. 

| Dovetailing into the basic plot 
jis the simple romantic angle. 
| Pickles’ daughter throws over the 


| young miner, who has been court- | 
ing her for two years, and turns | 


{her attention to the vicat’s son. 


| Apparently an engagement ring is | 


| star and the re 


resh look by the 
nder of the cast. 
The writing is quite undistin- 
guished but adequate for the yarn. 
Pickles’ personality dominates 
the play and the other characters 
respond to his lead. Megs Jenkins 
scores as his wife. Gillian Lutyens 
and Brian Nissen omar the 
simple love interest, while Anthony 
Oliver almost caricatures the jilted 
miner, Joan Hickson makes a hit 
as garrulous neighbor. Play is 
lightly directed by Wallace Doug- 
las. Myro. 


quently given a 


Murder in Motley 
London, June 11. 


Hubert Wood production of comedy- 
melodrama in three acts by Ingram 
d’Abbes and Fenn Sherie. Stars Frank 
Leighton, Helene Cordet, Norman Griffin 
and Carl Bernard. Directed by Hubert 
Wood. At Fortune Theatre, London, May 
3, °52; $2 top. 

The Manager Hubert Wood 
The Understudy 


in bass Vanora McIndoe 


Sir William Ainslie...... Geoffrey Denys 
Lady Ainslie.......ccces Pauline Loring 
Joseph Lewison......«...- Carl Bernard 
Dr. Comgreve......<-. «. John H. Watson 


Police Sergeant Fowler..Maxwell Foster 
| Det. Inspector Marshall Frank Leighton 
P. C. Grant ..Nicholas Grimshaw 





Joan Hickson | 


disarming naivete,; “The Gay Dog” | 


ly have a long run in London, but | 


Ass’t Stage Manager....Valerie Newbold 
} Mies Diver... ..iceccccerce: Winifred Payne 
| Leading Lady.......++-: -Helene Cordet 
James O’Brvan........ Norman Williams 
Herbert Walker........- Norman Griffin 
Dr. Hudeom.. ..cccccccecs Norman Atkyns 
BP, ©. JmeROOR. «scccceves Desmond Perry 
|The Policewoman....... Pamela Leighton 





There is still sufficient novelty 


jin this revival to give comedy 
jevery chance of a reasonable run 
at this small theatre. It is a clever 
meller in which the audience un- 
dergoes a prolonged legpull. The 
joke is well sustained and the yarn 
and treatment rate plenty of 
chuckles. 

Just before curtain up, there is 
;an announcement from the stage 
ithat the leading lady, Helene Cor- 
det, has been taken suddenly ill 
and her spot is to be filled by her 
understudy. Then begins what ap- 
pears to be a conventional draw- 
ing room play, but after a few min- 
utes the understudy is found dead 
from a shot allegedly fired from 
the gallery. The curtain comes 
down. There is an appeal for a 
doctor to come on stage. Police 
arrive. The exits are sealed, and 
the entire cast and audience is un- 
der suspicion. 





police try to unravel the mystery. 
There is a main suspect with sev- 
eral likely accomplices, including 
Miss Cordet, but the play works up 
to a neat twist for its climax 
Smart direction by Hubert Wood 
keeps the action rolling in the most 
|} unconventional way, and a big cast 
contribute’ lively’ performances. 
Frank Leighton does a pleasing 
|job as a police inspector while 
Helene Cordet, in her first straight 


Hot,” sung and danced at frenzied | all that matters in her life and|role (she is a cabaret and radio 
pace, proves one of the show high-|Y°Ung miners don’t go in for such | vocalist), displays genuine talent. 


lights. Other click numbers are 
Christopher Hewett’s “Where is the 


luxuries. 
Throughout the production there 


| Winifred Payne merits top honors 
ifor her part as an usherette. Nor- 


Life that Late I Led,” Joyce Blair’s | is an atmosphere of simple human | man Williams makes light of be- 


“Always True in My Fashion,” and, 


comedy. Well-worn jokes are fre- 


ing the principal suspect. Myro. 
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"The Best actress since 
Laurette Taylor.” 


—TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 


(Geraldine | 
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Currently Appearing 


“SUMMER AND SMOKE” 


CIRCLE-IN-THE-SQUARE 
New York 


Exclusive Management: OLGA LEE-HARRIS-DRAPER AGENCY 
113 West 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


the late 





JUdson 6-4180 


Throughout the three acts, the | 





Season of Prize Plays 


Athens, O., June 17. 

Apparently taking its cue from 
television drama, Ohio Valley Sum- 
mer Theatre at Ohio-U., here will 
present. a season of prize plays 
selected from Pulitzer Prize, Crit- 
ics’ Circle and 1950 Mystery Writer 
Awards lists. 

The community-university thea- 
tre starts its second season June 
26. A corps of 30 students enrolled 
in an eight-week theatre course 
will join in the productions with 
organized townspeople. Christo- 
pher Lane, director of the OU 
theatre, will direct and Rupel 
Jones, of Oklahoma U.’s school of 
drama, will guest-direct two of the 
five productions. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 16-28) 

“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott)—Selwyn, 
Chicago (16-28). 

“Call Me Madam” — Orpheum, 
K. C. (16-20); Philharmonic, L. A. 
(21-28). 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
(Carol Channing)—National, Wash. 
(16-21). 

“Good Night Ladies” — Nixon, 
Pitt (16-21); Hanna, Cleve. (23-28). 

“Guys and Dolls”—Shubert, Chi- 
cago (16-28). 

“Moon Is Blue” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chi (16-28). 

“Song of Norway” — Philhar- 
monic Aud., L. A. (16-21); Curran, 
S. F. (23-28). 

“South Pacific’ (Janet Blair, 
Webb Tilton)—Paramount, Omaha 





(16-21); Capitol, Salt Lake City 
(23-28). 
“Stalag 17”—Biltmore, L. A. 
(26-28). 








$300 Return 


aumu=: Continued from page 57 











| heading there was $15,748.97 reve- 


|nue from contributions and gifts, |, 


|$14,112 from memberships, $1,- 
955.87 from an Angna Enters bene- 
fit performance, $230.67 from tele- 
vision, $607.76 from Community 
and Industrial department, $2.75 
from “Album of Stars,” $202.81 
added income from the 1951 
“Anta Album” show, $32.69 from 
sale of souvenir programs for the 
show, $1,500 income from Decca 
for the “Album of Stars” record- 
ings, $197.77 from a Uday Shankar 
performance and $4.50 from a “pic- 
' torial history.” The total income in 
this category came to $34,595.79. 

Expenses in connection with 
“general activities” included. $46,- 
077.75 administrative, $8,732.28 for 
memberships, $1,748.53 for the En- 
ters benefit, $845 for television, 
$1,007.38 for Community and In- 
dustrial showmanship, $6,204.17 for 
special projects, $14,319.17 for na- 
tional theatre service and $2,395.92 
promotional. The total expenses 
were $81,330.20, leaving the $46,- 
734.41 deficit. 

Playhouse Costs 

ANTA Playhouse income (no 
rental from ANTA Play Series 
shows is indicated) was confined 
to $3,007.10 for commercial rentals 
_and $1,063 for rehearsal rentals, 
| for a total of $4,070.10. Expenses 
| included $20,274 for real estate tax- 
es for 1951-52 and $1,689.50 for 
| 1952-53, plus $10,991.67 interest 
on first mortgage, $9,316.63 inter- 
est on second mortgage, $808.46 in- 
terest on loan, $322.35 delinquent 
taxes. 

Also, $1,816.50 second mortgage 
expense, $7,499.64 in salaries, $1,- 
| 439.73 repairs, $1,419.20 materials 
and supplies, $2,515.15 heat, $1,- 
| 082.88 services; $280.28 phone and 
| telegraph, $2,526.45 electricity and 
gas, $383.27 insurance, $534.76 mis- 
cellaneous and $7,916.63 deprecia- 
tion on the building. Total expenses 
| were $70,817.10, leaving the $66.- 
747 deficit on operation of the 
Playhouse. 





+ 


cit of around $35,000 at present, 


ing production of “Mrs. McThing,” 


j 


|its 18th 
- a 
| and is a prospect for film sale. 


week at the 


For Ohio U. Strawhat|! 


| July 25 


The five-show ANTA Play Series, | 
the financial status of which is not | 
covered by the accountant’s state- | 
| ment, reportedly represents a defi- | 


but this may be redeemed or sub- | 
stantially reduced by the continu- | 


starring Helen Hayes. Currently in | 
th Morosco, | 
it is earning a steady profit | 


ny, 


Legit Follow-Ups 


The Fourposter 
(Ethel Barrymore, N. Y.) 

Betty Field and Burgess Mere. 
dith, succeeding Jessica Tandy ang 
Hume Cronyn in Jan de Hartog’s 
two-character comedy about mar. 
riage, bring a different quality tg 
the play. Concentrating on the 
anges. they make it a lighter anq 
perhaps funnier show, if a seem. 
ingly less substantial and less sep. 
timental one. Where the Cronyng 
represented unorthodox casting 
the replacements seem more con, 
ventionally theatrical. Where the 
Cronyns played the piece seriously 
and with utter conviction, Miss 
Field and Meredith give a slight 
but perceptible tongue-in-cheek 
impression. 

Which style of playing is prefer. 
able is obviously a matter of per. 
sonal choice. Each is effective jn 
its own way, just as both teams are 
attractive and personable. If Miss 
Field and Meredith are possibly 
bigger boxoffice names, the Cro- 
nyns probably had the advantage 
of being the original stars and an 
intangible extra asset in that they 
are husband and wife in private 
life, so the audience might uncon- 
sciously tend to accept them a 
trifle more readily in the 35-year 
marital derby. 

As for the play itself, “Four. 
poster” seems even better theatre 
on revisit than it did before. It is 
a wise, adroit blend of humor and 
pathos, particularly for veterans of 
wedded life. Jose Ferrer’s staging 
also impresses on a repeat view- 
ing, as do the Syrjala scenery (ex- 
cept that it needs refreshing here 
and there) and Lucinda Ballard’s 
costumes. 

With Miss Field and Meredith 
remaining indefinitely in the orig- 
inal production, the Cronyns will 
star in a touring edition, opening 
in Pasadena, Cal., and 
working back east to Boston, where 
they close next March 21 

Hobe. 








Bet Your Life 
(HIPPODROME, LONDON) 


London, June 13. 

This Jack Hylton musical, writ- 
ten by Alan Melville, and obviously 
inspired by the American. farce, 
“Three Men on a Horse,” has been 
running for six months, with the 
cast on cut salary last few weeks, 
although it’s barely paid. Hylton 
got the idea that if he switched to 
twice nightly, and reduced the ad- 
mission price, he might be able to 
continue indefinitely. Cast agreed 
to the new policy, with only excep- 
tion being Julie Wilson, who 
claimed her voice was not strong 
enough to double nightly. In her 
place, Hylton brought over Noele 
Gordon, who understudies Billie 
Worth in his “Call Me Madam” at 
the London Coliseum. Miss Gor- 
don has a pleasing personality, and 
sings quite nicely. But as this is 
an English musical, there’s no need 
for her to adopt an American 
accent, even if she is taking over 
the Wilson part. 

Show has been considerably 
speeded up, whith 40 minutes ad- 
vantageously scissored, and it rides 
along at top spred, with laughs at 
quicker ‘intervals. 

Show has no outstanding melody 
that lingers; only one with _pos- 
sibilities, “Being In Love,” is 
warbled only so-so by the juvenile 
(Brian Reece). 

Val Parnell and Hylton may be 
fortunate in keeping this going till 
September when “Life With the 
Lyons,” the Bebe Daniels-Ben Lyon 
show, currently at Blackpool, is 
skedded to replace. Rege. 





Leo D’Allesandro, Albany bari- 
tone, will join the Paper Mil! Play- 
house, Millburn, N. J., and debut 
in “Showboat,” to be directed by 


Frank Carrington. - 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


HIT SHOWS AND STARS for 
Miami Beach Legit Theater 


HIGHEST SALARIES PAID 
Now Playing “Tovarich" with 
Luther Adier, Uta Hagen ond 

Romney Brent 


Just Concluded: P 
Franchot Tone in “Petrified Forest 


Contact 
HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 
152 W. 54th St. 600 Lincoln Rd. 
New York Miami Beach 
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SIBYL BOWAN 


ST. LOUIS MUNICIPAL OPERA 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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and Jessel Books 
Anat Spalding, the violinist, is 


historical novel around 
father of the 
violin bow (1750), and 
essel is — = = 
1 autobiography, o 
ionic Henry Holt & Co. will pub- 
lish. It’s Spalding’s first novel. 
~ Jessel’s book, titled | This Way 
Miss” —addressed to his five-year- 
old daughter, Jerilynn—gives 
closeups on his career, with inti- 
mate anecdota and philosophy as 
a guide to his lone offspring. Both 
pooks are slated for 1953 publica- 


tion. 


m 
George J 


Ilka and Mom Collab 

Ilka Chase’s biog. of her mother, 
Mrs. Edna Woolman Chase, long- 
time editor of Vogue, will be both 
a personal story and a reflection 
of the period in haute monde since 
the turn of the century until the 

sent. 
Pr ctress-authoress has been work- 
ing with her mother on the book 
for some years. Doubleday will 


publish. 


N. ¥Y. Papers Up Prices 
Prices of New York newspapers 
continue to rise. Starting Sunday 
(22), the N. Y. Times increases the 
price on its Sabbath edition from 
15c to 20c. N. Y. Herald Tribune 
said no decision has been made yet 
on a hike. 1 
N. Y. Mirror, morning tab, is up 
from 3c to 4c, following similar 
move by its a.m. rival, the News. 


Esquire’s $260,435 Net 

In its annual stockholders report 
Esquire mag revealed that its net 
operating revenue for the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 1952, was 
$14,918,288 as compared with $14,- 
645,139 for the previous year. 
Profits after federal taxes were 
$260,435 as against $425,399 for the 
year ended March 31, 1951. 

Mag’s current assets amounted 
to $4,125,066 and current liabilities 
$1,913,940. -Working capital was 
$2,211,126. A dividend of 30c was 
paid in April. 


Siwek Wonder Books Prez 

Manuel Siwek has been named 
president of Wonder Books, Inc., 
affiliate of Grosset & Dunlap and 
the Curtis Publishing Co., replac- 
ing John O’Connor who becomes 
chairman of the board. Siwek con- 
tinues as v.p. of Grosset & Dunlap. 

Other Wonder Book appoint- 
ments were P, Edward Ernest, vee- 
pee, and Martin Levin, sales man- 
ager, 


Civil Liberties Special 

The Nation will publish a special 
64-page supplement on civil liber- 
lies next week. Among articles on 
censorship and blacklisting in the 
entertainment field will be ‘Hol- 
lywood Meets Frankenstein,” by an 
anonymous group of filmites, only 
unsigned piece in the issue; “Be- 
hind the Theatre Curtain,” by Gil- 
bert W. Gabriel, prexy of the 
N. Y. Drama Critics Circle; 
Trouble on Madison Avenue,” cov- 
ering the radio and TV situation, 
by Merle Miller, and “Battle of 
the Books,” surveying the problem 
in the publishing industry. 

Other articles deal with civil lib- 
erties in education, unions, govern- 


ment employment, the sciences and 
professions, 


S & S’ Show Biz Books 

Arthur L. Mayer, vet theatre 
Owner, publicist and author, has 
polished his book on the picture 
usiness, ‘Merely Colossal” (“the 
oy of the movies from the long 
Chase to the chaise longue’) for 
eer publication by Simon & 
yg 3 Same, firm is bringing 
sier Y. Herald Tribune radio-TV 
in . John Crosby’s “And Right 
month = Own Home” the same 
cow? ,,along with Ed (CBS) Mur- 
edites This I Believe,” which he 
a i we personal philosophies 
= 2 thoughtful men and wom- 
via St September show biz book, 
pnd S, is “The Big Top” (“my 40 
Now dae the Greatest Show on 
equestr; _ Fred Bradna, vet 
lings Bane director of the Ring- 
Hart, aroum & Bailey circus. 
ell Spence collabed with 


mena. 
“The Best Cart Y 
' oons from Punch 
~ English humor weekly) is a 
a pinber anthulogy (foreword by 
MPR Herbert, the librettist and 
edited: argaret Bradford Boni has 
i A. Fireside Book of Favor- 
merican Songs”; Joseph 
* J Pepe) POOK on “Willkie” 
red: Cj ‘erelman’s ‘The Ill-Tem- 
avichord” is another col- 
f his short stories, 


7 Scottish Strawhat 
hee in Hills,” published by 
Scotland) Festival The- 
1S a eoncisely-worded 


{ 
c), 





resume of the strawhat tent the- 
atre run by wealthy John Stewart 
at Pitlochry, in the heart of the 
Scottish Highlands. 


Articles and photographs de- 
scribe the various plays and their 
authors, interesting contributions 
being by Charles Graves, W. M. 
Parker, Nicol Shand, Kenneth Ire- 
land and James Shaw Grant. It is’ 
a well-edited, well-illustrated -sou- 
venir of a new and intriguing the- 
atre enterprise. Gord, 


Random House Profile Tomes 

Several international and local 
figures will get a going over in 
two tomes being readied for fall 
publication by Random House. 

“No Innocence Abroad,” a gal- 
lery of personality pieces, was 
penned by Michael Stern, Euro- 
pean correspondent for True mag 
who broke the Maj. Holohan story 
last year. Ed Reid, Pulitzer Prize 
winning reporter of the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, digs-into the U. S.’s 
underworld tie-ups with Italy in 
“The Mafia.” 


A flock of anthology tomes are 
also skedded by Random House 
this fall. Heading the list are 
“Flair Annual,” edited by Fleur 
Cowles, associate editor of Look 
and Quick mags; “The Girls From 
Esquire,” a compilation of stories, 
articles and pictures from that 
mag; “The Man From Main Street,” 
a collection of the essays and ar- 
ticles of Sinclair Lewis, edited by 
Harry E. Maule and Melville H. 
Cane; and “It Takes All Kinds,” 
a series of profiles on offbeat oc- 
cupations by Maurice Zolotow. 


CHATTER 


Walt Disney wrote a by-line 
story, “My Plans for Peter Pan,” 
for the American Weekly. 

William Saroyan’s new book for 
autumn publication is titled “Bi- 
eycle Rider in Beverly Hills.” 

Life mag prepping a _ spread, 
“Life Goes to a Record Collector’s 
Apartment,” on disk jockey Joe 
Franklin, 

Grace (Mrs. Herb) Mayes, wife 
of the Good Housekeeping editor, 
out of the hosp and recuping at 
their Westport home. 

Horace Sutton, Saturday Review 
travel ed, working on a _ book 
based on the Hotel Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y. Henry Holt will pub- 
lish. 

Ralph Donnelly, Variety office 
staffer, shifted to Nassau Daily 
Review-Star (Rockville Centre, 
L. I.), handling entertainment de- 
partment, 


National Newspaper Promotion 
Assn. will publish talk given at its 
recent meeting by public relation- 
ist Edward L. Bernays on attitudes 
towards the press. 


Sy Gomberg on leave of absence 
from Columbia to eomplete his 
novel, “Variations on a Dream,” to 
be issued by the Henry Holt Pub- 
lishing Co. in January. 

N. Y. Newspaper Guild lost the 
elections at Fairchild Publications 
last Wednesday (11). Balloting was 
held under auspices of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. 

Mark Murphy profiles Mickey 
Spillane, whose Mike Hammer 
books have sold 12,000,000 copies, 
in True mag for July, under title 
of “Sex, Sadism ahd Scripture.” 

Mitchell Woodbury, Toledo Blade 
film editor, now on his annual trek 
to Hollywodd, and from there will 
fly with a group of film stars to 
Alaska to entertain military per- 
sonnel. 

Oberlin (O.) College awarded 
honorary doctor of letters degree 
June 9 to Thornton Wilder; doc- 
tor of laws to George Szell, direc- 
tor of the Cleveland Orchestra, and 
doctor of science to Rachel L. Car- 
son. 

Luchow’s, noted downtown N. Y. 
eatery which celebrates its 70th 
anni this year, will have its recipes 
compiled in “Luchow’s German 
Cook Book,” which Doubleday will 

ublish in October with a Ludwig 
bemehnens intro. 

Frank Taylor, after a stint as 
producer at Metro, has returned to 
New York and has taken over 4s 
executive editor of the Dell pocket 
edition books. Prior to going into 
films, he was with the Reynal & 
Hitchcock publishing house in 
N. Y. . 


“The Candidate,” a bookful of 
pictures of Jimmy Durante with 
humorous captions applying to the 
current political campaign, issued 
by Simon & Schuster for $1. Pho- 
tographs are by Phillipe Halsman, 
Yvonne Halsman, Schuyler Crail 
and Ylla. 

“I Lived Through Heartbreak,” 
Helen Hayes’ story of her life since 
the death of her daughter, Mary 





MacArthur, which has the lead po- 


sition and a cover illustration in 
the July issue of McCall’s imag, out 
Friday (20), was ghosted by Lewis 
Funke, drama editor of the N. Y. 
Times, 

Ray Brock, who authored “Blood, 
Oil and Sand,” again plying the 
equatorial circuit. Currently in 
Rome where he'll cover the new 
U. S. ambassador, Ellsworth Bunk- 
er; thence to Naples and North 
Africa to see General Archie Olds 
for a series on the Strategic Air 
Command. 

With “Anne Frank: The Diary of 
a Young Girl” (Doubleday, 
Meyer Levin is agenting the tome 
for possible filmization or 
treatment. Levin, author of “The 
Old Bunch” and film 
knew the girl’s father (only sur- 


vivor of the group which hid out | 
from the Nazis for two years) in| 


Europe. 
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pointed out, give it a one-night 
gross as high as, or higher than 
that currently being racked up by 
several Broadway deluxe showcase 
houses in a week. Boston’s Pil- 
grim Theatre is another reporting 
a healthy advance sale. Hub The- 
atre, charging $3.60 for the orch 
and mezzanine, and $2.40 for the 
balcony, reported sales on Mon- 
day totaling more than $3,000. 


According to Theatre Network 
TV prexy Nathan L. Halpern, who 
is handling the fight for the the- 
atres in the deal with International 
Boxing Club, the promoter, the 
event will mark the biggest circuit 
of theatres ever linked for a single 
event. To date, 38 houses in 25 
cities have pacted to carry the 
bout, and it’s hoped that others will 
have their big-screen equipment 
installed in time to tie in. Some 
20 theatres, mostly west of Omaha, 
had also wanted the fight but 
could not clear the necessary 
a Telephone & Telegraph 
ines, 


Since the match is being staged 
at New York’s Yankee Stadium, no 
N.Y. theatre will be permitted to 
carry it. It’s expected that most 
theatres tying in will run their 
regular film programs with the 
big-screen event. 


Essaness’ $3.60 Top 
Chicago, June 17. 

Essaness’ Crown preems its the- 
atre TV installation next week 
with the screening of the Joey 
Maxim-Ray Robinson light-heavy- 
weight championship fight and is 
putting a $3.60 price on the ducats 
for the theatre-only telecast. 

Balaban & Katz is charging $2 
for the fight to be shown at the 
Uptown, Tivoli and Marbro in the 
Chi neighborhoods, and the Para- 
mount in Gary, Ind. 











Transatlantic TV 


Continued from page 1 





planes across the Atlantic during 
the war. With the comparatively 
short range of the fighters, it was 
necessary to refuel them on these 
island stop-overs, and a similar set- 
up can be worked out for trans- 
oceanic TV relays. Brunet disclosed 
that RCA engineers are now work- 
ing to increase the span of micro- 
wave transmission and said that 
the governments of most countries, 
in addition to other research labs 
in the U. S., are interested most 
in microwave as a solution to the 
problem. 

It’s pointed out, incidentally, 
that Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA 
board chairman, predicted at his 
company’s stockholders’ meeet last 
month that international TV would 
be a reality within five years. He 
did not say how this could be ac- 
complished, though, so that Bru- 
net’s disclosure of RCA’s thinking 
on the project is propably the first 
indication of what Sarnoff had in 
mind. 

As for Brazilian TV, Brunet said 
that, it’s subject to much of the 
growing pains through which video 
went in this country. But, he 
pointed out, a number of American 
businessmen and reps of U. S. ad 
agencies have been working in that 
country, making it possible for the 
Brazilian broadcasters to capitalize 
on our mistakes. He revealed that 
a video-receiver costs considerably 
more in Brazil than in the U.S. 
mostly because of the high 
import duties. To obviate that, 
RCA plans to export parts to 
Brazil and build receivers at its 
plant at Sao Paulo, which presently 
turns out recordings and radios. 

Brunet cited Brazil’s inadequate 


$3) | 
having won solid critical plaudits, | 


legit | 


scripter, | 


| Bailey. 


44 rd 
ee s 44444444444 
> Vy Vy ee a 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOO 
By Frank Scully 


Rancho Pancho, Desert Springs. 

Hollywood used to be kidded a lot, especially Warners, for the speed 
with which they rushed a headline into a picture. It’s too bad they 
were kidded out of this zeal. No city editor would take it as anything 
| but a compliment, and story editors are, after all, at their best when 
| working like an editor of the Yale Quarterly with a nervous urgency 
of a tabloid editor. : 

Thus in the older and more prosperous days in the picture biz 
Laraine Day’s book on the Giants would already be in the hopper and 
in release before the 1952 World Series. Some producer might even 
| have had the daring to star her in the picture. 

To overcome that heresy he would, of course, have to own the studio, 
| because nobody to date has had quite the nerve to let even a picture 
actress, still in the bloom of youth, play herself. 

If he were to cast her husband in his name-part, his courage would 
| be practically out of this world. Leo Durocher has not quite had his 
| wife’s picture experience, but he is a showman and has had a measure 
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| of success in forms of entertainment over and beyond what goes on in 


|a ball park. 

Still, for purposes of pulchritude an actor might be found who could 
play his part. At least one could be found with more hair. In fact, 
Bill Bendix, who starred in the “Babe Ruth Story,” would be more 
plausible as Durocher. He is short and stocky and has been identified 
with tough, garrulous parts. He could have played Muggsy McGraw, 
too, better than that he played Babe Ruth. 

The trouble to date with baseball pictures has been that casting 
directors feel that ballplayers must look like dehydrated stringbeans. 
Lou Gehrig, for instance, was built like a heavyweight boxer, and so 
the part went to Gary Cooper, who is built like nobody except Gary 
Cooper... “The Stratton Story” also followed this formula and starred 
Jimmy Stewart. Dizzy Dean’s comic qualities went to Dan Dailey 
and more recently Grover Cleveland Alexander, who was built more 
along the lines of a two-ton truck, went to rangy Ronald Reagan. 

Nice Timing for Rogers Hornsby 

Of this bunch Reagan was perhaps the most plausible because he did 
play a little football and baseball in some freshwater college. He was 
on radio as a sports-commentator and there, having developed the gift 
of gab, became good material for Hollywood and. in fact, was picked 
to play George Gipp in -“The Rockne Story.” It was the beginning 
of his stardom at Warners and it was smart of them to call him back 
to play Alexander the Great. This was the picture that glorified 
Rogers Hornsby (played beautifully by Frank Lovejoy) just in time to 
have Hornsby fired last week as manager of the St. Louis Browns. 

One of the troubles with baseball stories is that they are all light 
and no shadows. Hollywood never shies away from treating mobsters 
pretty much as they were, and are, but has it ever attempted The 
Black Sox Story, The Hal Chase Story or The Joe Jackson Story? 

In fact, it hasn’t even tried The Ty Cobb Story. which had its shad- 
ows as well as speed. The chief reason for this, I suspect, is that Cobb, 
like Hornsby, was a hard guy to handle on or off the field. Moreover, 
| after his playing days were done, Cobb was plenty solvendo. He'd 
picked up a chunk of Coca-Cola stock, and became increasingly richer. 
| Several years ago I was importuned to write his story but the go- 

between brought bizarre tales of how I would have to key my life to 
Cobb’s in order to get the story down on paper. I wisely calculated 
'I’d be dead if I attempted to live the pace he set. He lived on Lake 
| Tahoe, where he had a beautiful place and his cronies licked up his 
| liquor as if it were scooped out of the lake. Cobb could handle his, 
| but I was quite sure I couldn’t handle mine. 

When such parties were at their highest Cobb would decide to take 
| his cronies out in his speedboat. He would tear around the lake at a 
| speed which if it were on the highway would have him subject to fines 
| of such dimensions as to knock an awful hole in those Coca-Cola 
coupons. That he wasn’t killed long ago is a triumph of luck over in- 
| surange figures. 

He has always appraised everybody from umpires to contemporary 
stars with all the hardboiled detachment of a George Jean Nathan. 
This in itself would give a brand new twist to the perennial Hollywood 
baseball story. His recently published appraisal of Joe DiMaggio 
was just an inkling of how clearly Cobb calls them as he sees them. 

A good deal of baseball, as he knew it, of course, went over the fence 
with the harder ball. Homeruns replaced stolen bases, Texas leaguers 
and the beating out of infield hits. 

Legs, and Spiked Shoes Too 

Incidentally, Cobb had the most beautiful shaped legs since Frankie 
For closeups a director would have to use Dietrich’s or 
Grable’s. His facial features, too, were unusually handsome. Most 
ballplayers hardly err on the side of pulchritude in this respect. Walter 
Johnson, the Big Train of the Washington Senators; Christy Mathew- 
son, of the Giants, and possibly Hal Chase, of the old New York High- 
landers, as the Yankees used to be called, were handsome as any juve- 
nile lead, but in the main the faces of ballplayers ran nearer to Hans 
Wagner, Kid Gleason and John J. McGraw (old potato face), and their 
legs, too, if petrified, could be used to support pianos. 

In addition to lacking shadows to give their pictures reality, baseball 
stories have lacked sufficient humor. Considering what Ring Lardner 
did in the “You Know Me, Al” series, it’s surprising that no scripters 
have emerged to tap this rich vein since. 

The Scully Circus might help in this respect. Ours is a grade below 
sandlot baseball. We play in the desert, and where not enough players 
are available we use cactus plants, mesquite bushes, juniper trees and 
dogs as our outfielders. For this French poodles are best because 
they can be trained to chase a ball and bring it back alive. Indeed we 
had one called Tina, who insisted on playing every position, and ran 
around so much that after a half hour she had to be locked in a car 
lest she drop dead from heart failure. 

Gopher Ground Rules 

We used players of all ages. One of the ground rules was that any 
player under three was allowed to hold the bat straight out in front 
of him, and if the pitcher missed it three times, the pitcher was out. 
That meant when his side came to bat they started with one out. We 
also had another rule, that if any adult slugged a ball into a cactus 
bush he had to bat left-handed the next time, using a yucca bat which 
broke in two at a blow harder than a bunt. . 

In order to reduce the fatigue of the old maestro I used to piteh for 
our side sitting on a high stool. I had a slow ball that practically 
dropped dead as it came over the plate. More hard and fast hitters 
were struck out with that dead curve than ever went down under a fast 
ball by any Grover Cleveland Alexander. I have struck out such ball- 
players as Dr. Ralph Mellon, who introduced the sulfa drug to America, 
and played at the University of Michigan when George Sisier was its 
greatest star. 

Foreigners were my special meat. Carl Brisson, wearing a 10-gallon 
hat instead of the evening clothes that have made him the darling of 
the supper club set, struck out so often we had to farm him out to the 
} Gopher League. 








vide a wide enough range of shows 
from which viewers can choose. 
But, he predicted, these problems 


power supply, which he said has 
not kept pace with the tremendous 
amount of construction going on in 


the country, and its fluctuation in 
voltage and frequencies, as factors 
slowing down the progress of TV. 
In addition, he said, Brazilian 





broadcasters presently do not pro- 





will be solved and Brazil, through 
TV, will provide a wider market 
for American products as soon as 
the country’s dollar indebtedness 
is overcome, 
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Broadway - 


Jose Ferrer to Paris for top role 
in “Moulin Rouge,” which John 
Huston will produce and direct. 

Deborah Kerr and her husband, 
Anthony Bartley, left over the 
weekend for a London vacation. 

Mrs. Jack (Fritzi) Kapp and Mrs. 
Gus (Grace LeBoy) Kahn to Italy 
and Spain, en route to a Paris holi- 


ay. 

Joseph Hazen on the Coast for 
huddles with partner Hal Wallis. 
He’ll be out there most of the sum- 
mer. 

Thomas J. Birmingham, of Ban- 
gor, Me., seeking whereabouts of 
uncle, William J. Birmingham, a 
circus barker. 

Jo Ranson, WMGM (N.Y.) flack 
chief, and his artist-wife Nancy 
leave next week for vacation in 
France and Italy. 

Arlene Dahl back to the Coast 
today (Wed.) after opening a 
Gotham office for a lingerie outfit 
she’s established. 

Pvt. Ronald R. Waller, son of 
the late Thomas “Fats” Waller, 
training at Fort Eustis, Va. Army 
Transportation Center. 

George Jean Nathan, dean of 
American drama critics, due back 
next Wednesday (25) from an 
ti-day Caribbean cruise. — ; 

Guy Bolton and Eddie Davis 
doing a musical libretto, “Ankles 
Away,” for Fred F. Finklehoffe; 
composer yet to be selected. 

Dartmouth’s alumni council last 
week elected Orton Hicks, '21, prez. 
He's a director of Loew's Interna- 
tional and chief of its 16m opera- 
tion. 

Renee & Eddie Root, ex-ball- 
roomologists, open their dance stu- 
dio at the Mayflower Hotel, Plym- 
outh, Mass., for the fourth season 
June 27. 

Late music pub Julius P. Wit- 
mark’s daughter Nancy Weil (she 
legally adopted her _stepfather’s 
name) weds Bradley Rosenthal in 
the fall. 

O. O. Bottorff, chairman of the 
board of National Concert and Art- 
ists Corp. left last Friday (13) for 
the Coast to huddle with local con- 
cert managers, 

Al Horwits, 
publicity chief, returned to the 
Coast over the weekend following 
two weeks of homeoffice talks on 
coming releases. 

Producer Louis de Rochemont, 
as a rep of the film industry, took 
part in the Creative Arts Festival 
now being held at Brandeis Uni- 
versity, Waltham, Mass. 

Elizabeth Taylor in Monday (16) 
from London, where she spent her 
honeymoon, and hopped out im- 
mediately for the Coast. Mate 
Michael Wilding due to follow. 

John F. Livingston, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., attorney, trying to 
locate Mrs. Arzie Wendell Pickney 
(Elizabeth Joyce LaMar), known 
professionally as Dolores Miller. 

Betty Hutton arrived yesterday 
(Tues.) to do an RCA-Victor album 
of the music in “Somebody Loves 
Me,” Paramount’s Benny Fields- 
Blossom Seeley biog in which she 
stars. 

Dancer Jose Greco off to the 
Coast for a role in Metro’s “Som- 
brero.” Walter Hampden winged 
westward Sunday (15) to appear 
in the same film, which will be 
lensed in Mexico. 

Marian Anderson was awarded 
an honorary Doctor of Music de- 
gree by Moravia College, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., last week. This is the 
fifth honorary doctorate conferred 
on Miss Anderson. 

Gilbert E. Blackford, former 
news editor at Warners, named di- 
rector of program promotion for 
the public relations department of 
the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. 

Council of Living Theatre 
hosted a press cocktail party yes- 
terday (Tues.) at 21 celebrating 
fhe start of actual filming of 
‘Main Street to Broadway,” being 
produced by Lester Cowan in co- 
operation with the Council. 

Meyer Davis will personally con- 
duct his orchestra for the S. S. 
United States’ maiden voyage from 
New York to Le Havre and South- 
ampton July 3. Davis will augment 
the ensembles for this trip. Three 
Meyer Davis orchestras will be 
permanently aboard. 

Ray Bolger, who recently com- 
pleted “April in Paris” for War- 
ner Bros., has arrived from the 
Coast accompanied by Mrs. Bolger. 
Dancing star will vacation at the 
Lake Placid summer home of Leon 
Leonidoffs stage producer of the 
Radio City Music Hall. 

Bernard Sobel, author of “The 
Theatre Handbook,” awarding the 
“six best villains” Oscars. on 
“Luncheon at Sardi’s’” program 
(WOR) June 30, first such awards 
in the legit field. Bert Lytell, 
Martin Gabel, Eddie Dowling, Tom 
Ewell, Dennis King and Sam Byrd 
will assist him. 

Gino Arbib, who is handling the 


Beniamino Gigli tour for Jack!|O 


Hylton, denies he has ever been 
a member of the fascist party in 
Italy; that he didn’t leave Italy for 


Universal’s studio} C 





that reason; that “I am of the 
Jewish faith and could not sym- 
athize with that regime”; that he 
as “never we pre to get U. S. 
citizenship” and that he is a British 
citizen. Arbib is a vet Paris and 
London agent, latterly associated 
with Jack Hylton’s enterprises. 


_ . 
Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 

Buddy Mack featured at Pad- 
dock. 

Eddy Bradd orch into Shelburne 
lounge. ; 

Ford Harrison orch at Ritz- 
Carlton. 


| 
Gloria Casper featured at Hotel | 


Chelsea. 

Pedri Albani at 
Holiday Room. . 

Jerry Vigue into Hotel President 
Round the World Room. aie 

Mary Small into Steel Pier 
vaude (13-21), with Tex Beneke in 
Marine Ballroom. 

Julius and Moses Mager in full 
operation of Senator otel and 
plan name talent for the La Vie 
En Rose Room and Sun 'n’ Star 
Roof. 

First anni of suburban Margate 
Casino celebrated Friday (13) with 
Jim Schott, owner, and Frank 
Benevento, manager, hosts. Jack- 
ie Burns featured with Pat O’Dare. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Terry Swope added to Mother 
Kelly’s show. 

Songstress Janie Ford featured 
in Saxony Hotel’s Shell-I-Mar 
Room. 

Shriners convention, close to 
100,000 strong, filing bistros and 
cafes around the area. 

Beachcomber reopening this 
week with show comprising talent 
around town—no names. 

Ned and Sam Schuyler, partners 
in Copa City with Murray Weinger, 
aes health Spa in Ft. Lauder- 

ale. 

Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm 

unit, due here for concerts, being 

paged by Jack Goldman for Clover 
lu 


Bob Carroll held over at Sans 
Souci Blue Sails Room for third 
week with Rosanne as added at- 
traction. 

Martha Raye decided to stay on 
Beach at her Five O’Clock Club 
after dickering for, and then nix- 
ing, deal for mainland room. 

Harold Lloyd in town for na- 
tional Shrine conclave as is Monte 
Blue, who'll again handle narrat- 
ing chores for the big parades. 

Alan Courtney moving his mid- 
night gab-interview show to Vari- 
ety Tent 33 headquarters in Miami. 
Will concentrate on fund-gaising 
for Tent’s Children’s Hospital 


project. 
Chicago 


Buster Keaton in town making 
industrial films. 

North Shore Musical tent teed 
off with “Desert Song.” 

Salt Creek silo opened with Con- 
stance Bennett last week in “A 
Date with April.” 

Jo Stafford with Paul Weston 
house guests of Jimmy Hart, Am- 
bassador Hotel topper. 

Jimmy Durante and entourage 
rolled in Sunday (15) for a month’s 
top business at the Chez Paree. 

Ava Gardner in town to watch 
Frank Sinatra at the Chez Paree. 
Singer starts overseas Army tour 
next week and Miss Gardner goes 
back on the Metro lot after a 


Mayflower’s 





‘month’s suspension. 


Ken Murray and his TV troupe, 
along with Morton Downey, in for 
Knights of Columbus benefit last 
week and several days later Jimmy 
Durante, Frank Sinatra, Tony 
Bennett and Johnny Desmond 
headlined the Italian Boys Fund 


Athens 


By Irene Velissarios 
Lady Lytton’s Ballet at the Ode- 
aon Herodou of Attica. ‘ 
* Isa Martinez, Anita Solano, Trio 
Aguilar, Trio Beverly, Eloise-Su- 





san, Buch and Chic Warren at the 


Fantasia. 

Yugoslav Folk Dancers, prize 
winners at last year’s London Fes- 
tival, did well with a series of per- 
formances here. 

Conductor Klemens Krauss’ three 
concerts with the Athens Sym- 
phony at ancient Theatre Odeon 
Herodou of Attica a big hit. 

French Minister of National Edu- 
cation sent the insignia of the offi- 
cer of the Academy to Miss Alice 
Lycou, Greek distributor, who has 
been active in the distribution of 
French films in Greece. 

Ancient tragedy, “Prometheus 
Bound,” to be shown in Athens 
after the Delphe Festival at the 
deaon Herodou of Attica with M. 
Katrakis, Normand Rolland, Hans 
Nilsen and Alfred Launer playing 
the star roles in succession. 


| 





London 


Clark Gable locationing in Corn- 
wail for his Metro-British film. 
Jules Stein looking over the new 
Music Corp. of America offices. 
Noel Coward opened a return 
cabaret date at the Cafe de Paris 
last Monday (16). f 2 
Peter Brough, British ventrilo- 
quist, sailed last week on the 
Queen Elizabeth for N. Y. : 
Julie Wilson taking a fortnight’s 
vacation in Zurich before opening 
her upcoming season at the Baga- 
telle. - 
The Harry Fosters off on month 
vacation in July as guests of Felix 
Marouani at his home in south 
France. ¥ 
William Goetz in from Paris on 
Monday, and guest of honor at a 
C'aridge’s cocktail party last night 


| (Tues.). 


murray Silverstone here on rou- 
tine visit and huddling with Wil- 
liam J. Kupper, local 20th-Fox 
topper. 

Duke of Edinburgh guest of hon- 
or at world preem of Metro’s “Ivan- 
hoe,” which was organized by Lon- 
don tent of the Variety Club. 

WB tossed a press reception for 
Errol Flynn and Patrice Wymore. 
He is here to star in British film 
version of “Master of Ballantrae.” 

The Barnetts, owners of Embas- 
sy Club, are anxious to get Harvey 
Stone, currently playing the Lon- 
don Palladium, for four-week run. 

Harry Alan Towers planed to 
N. Y. last weekend to launch two 
new radio programs, “Scarlet Pim- 
pernel” and “Capt. Horatio Horn- 
blower.” 

The Appletons arrived to open 
for summer season at the Coliseum 
in Douglas, Isle of Man, for Hyman 
Zahl and Sydney Myers. Open 
June 28 for 10-week run. 

Jack Benny guest of honor at to- 
morrow’s (Thurs.) Variety Club 
Luncheon. Val Parnell also hosted a 
welcome party to Benny, here on 
a return date at the Palladium. 

Albert Tavel (& Marouani), Fos- 
ter’s agency reps in Paris, here 
seeking cabaret talent for Paris 
niteries, signed Ladd Lyon for the 
Nouvelle Eve nightclub, opening 
in November for six-month run, 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Actress Pat Browning in. from 
Germany. 

Lillian Gish motored in from 
Madrid on European vacation. 

Rome Opera Travelling Co., on 
its spring tour of Europe, will in- 
clude the International Music Fes- 
tival in Weisbaden. 

Italian stars Raf Vallone and 
Elena Varzi returned to Rome 
after co-starring on Italo-Spanish 
film, “Men Without Peace.” 

Gregory Peck here for starring 
role in “Roman Holiday” which 
starts at Cine-Citta on June 16 
with William Wyler directing. 

Lee Kressel, English dialog 
director on “Golden Carriage” for 
Jean Renoir, has gone to N. Y. to 
see his mother who is ailing there. 

American violinist Ricardo Od- 
noposoff here for four concerts; 
goes on to other European capitals 
and returns to Milan’s La Scala in 
October for a concert. 


Ireland 


BY Maxwell Sweeney 
Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
at Olympia, Dublin. 

Danny Kaye inked for week at 
Theatre Royal, Dublin, opening 
June 22. 

Sidney Safir in from London to 
be Irish manager of British Lion 
Film Corp. 

Carl Clopet pacted for legit sea- 
son at Opera House, Cork, opening 
late this month. 

Vauder Frank O'Donovan be- 
comes boniface with purchase of 
Glen Heste hotel, Wicklow County 
summer spot. 

Radio news gabbers John Ross 
and Pete O'Reilly hospitalized with 
injuries after auto crash while re- 
turning from assignment. 


e of 
Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan, 

The Oaklyn, N. J., Legion 
tossed testimonial dinner for cafe 
owner Neil Deighan. 

Deejay Jerry Williams launching 
new matinee platter show , from 
Jack Fields’ Blue Note cafe. 

Pianist Val Francis, recovered 
from operation, will be back aly 
Hermann’s, Wildwood, this sum* 
mer. 

Jack Beck returns as manager of 
Globe Theatre, Atlantic City 
burley house, which reopens 
June 24 
_ Rivero Quintet, current at La- 
tin Casino, joins touring company 
of “Peep Show” in Las Vegas 
next month. 

Lou’s Brighton Cafe was badly 
damaged by fire (14) and smoke 
and water affected adjoining Pen 
& Pencil Club. 











Martha Lou Harp and husband- 


agent Tim Gale in town (13) mak- 
ing radio-TV rounds plugging her 
new recordings. 

Pep’s Musical Bar has enlarged 
bandstand to accommodate larger 
units than combos. Chris Powell 
and Blue Flames current occupants 
of new stand, with Tiny Bradshaw 
orch and Willis Jackson band 
slated to follow. 


South Africa 


By Arnold Hanson 

Old Vie Co. arrived in South 
Africa for a tour of the country. 

The Polish Cantor, | Abram 
Blechorowicz, giving recitals in 
South Africa. ; 

James A. FitzPatrick is touring 
Africa and Rhodesia shooting films 
for a travelogue. 

Tax on films has been increased 
in South Africa, but admissions 
have not been raised yet. 

New cinemas are being planned 
in Retreat, Claremont and Ath- 
lone, suburbs of Capetown. 

A new deluxer, Monte Carlo, 
opened in Johannesburg under 
the direction of Empire Films. 

Director Bladon Peake is shoot- 
ing an Afrikaans Film at Her- 
manus, a suburb of Capetown. 

R. Stobart visited Capetown 
recently on his way to the Ant- 
arctic to film the Whaling Expedi- 
tion. 

The Brian Brooke Co. recently 
returned from a record tour of the 
country. It produced “Charley's 
Aunt” and “Worms Eye View.” 

The Vienna Boys Choir com- 
pleted a successful tour of 
South Africa under the direction 
of African Consolidated Theatres. 

George Black, the London pro- 
ducer, and Joan Davis have start- 
ed work on the musical show, “Out 
of This World,” which will open in 
Capetown this month. 





Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Michelle Richard, French singer, 
is at the Folies nitery. 

“Let Us Be Happy,” new musical 
with Francis Dina, at the Espanol 
Theatre. 

Marcos Redondo appearing in his 
old hit, “La Parranda,” at .the 
Calderon. 

The Comedia has the Isabel 
Garces Co. production of “A Round 
Trip Husband,” by the late Jardiel 
Poncela. 

The Borras Theatre is presenting 
“Los Marqueses de Matute,” the 
Valeriano Leon and Aurora Re- 
dondo legit company production. 

Barcelona cinemas presently are 
showing “Love That Brute” (20th), 
German “Doctor Holl” (German) 
and “Rendezvous a Grenade” 
(French). “Bright Victory” (U) has 
been at the Tivoli since April 12. 

Musical producer Joaquin Gasa 
at the Teatro Victoria with the new 
play, “Don’t Wait at the Door.” 
The big cast includes Antonio 
Amaya, Mary Santpere, Esther 
Vila, Elenita Maya, comedian 
Alady and Lolita Castillejo. 


India 


Film Fans Assn. in Madras re- 
quested authorities to ban posters 
on the Hindi picture, “ADA,” and 
generally supervise the content of 
all posters. ‘ 

To raise funds for adding a fac- 
ulty building to the St. Joseph’s 
College in Bangalore, Film Star 
Cricket Festival is being held in 
Bangalore late in June. 

The failure of the monsoon has 
forced houses in the south to have 
only one show a day. Exhibitors’ 
request to have as many shows as 
possible within the needs of elec- 
tricity conservation was turned 
down. 

First Madras State Exhibitors 
Conference requested the govern- 
ment to centralize the issuance of 
licenses in one department so ex- 
hibitors would be saved the bother 
of going to many local and central 
departments. 

Regional Board of Censors in 





Madras certified 86 pictures the/|h 


first two months of the year. Only 
a few films were passed without 
cuts, while some 400 scissorings 
were ordered in the others. Cen- 
sors have been alerted against use 
of words with double meanings. 


3 By R. F. Hawkins 
Victor De Sabata here for Scala 
Theatre opera series. 
Peters Sisters appearing twice 
daily at Alcione Supercinema. 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) in strong 
local run which is extending over 


to subsequents. 
(UA) at Capitol 





“The River” 
Theatre in original English version 
plus Italian subtitles, unusual for 
this city. 

“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) finally 
won an opening Italian date at 
local Missori after years of post- 
ponements, 





a, 


Hollywood 


Chico Marx hospitalize } 
go aes qd with 
arjorie Gateson east fo 
mer stock. oo 

Edward Nassour to Mexico City 
oe 

miley Burnette to Atla 
“a a Seuss inl “sf 
rmando Agnini recoverij 
heart attack. ng from 

Hal Godsoe hospitalized for a 
complete rest. 

Johnny Mercer recuperating from 
hernia operation. 

Darryl Zanuck in town after six 
weeks in Europe. = 

Arthur Freed ia town after five 
weeks in Europe. 

Rhonda Fleming on 
at Laguna Beach. 

Susanne Rosser filed suit to di. 
vorce Dick Foran. 

Gingers Rogers vacationing oy 
her. Oregon ranch. 

George Pals celebrated their 
22d wedding anni. 

Ray Rennahan celebrating 35th 
anni as cameraman. 

William Cowitt elected prexy of 
Paramount Studio Club. 

Harry Babbitt home from the 
hospital for a long rest. 

Victor Moore on the mend after 
operation for gallstones. 

Philip Dorn leaves for Holland 
this week to make a pic. 

Joseph Kaufman returned from 
RKO homeoffice confabs. 

Agnes Moorehead finalized her 
divorce from Jack G. Lee. 

Raymond Massey planed in from 
his home in Wilton, Conn. 

Frank Seltzer motoring to Brit. 
ish Columbia on vacation. 

Leo Spitz showing slight im. 
provement in the hospital. 

Claire Trevor and Milton Bren 
putting up an office building. 

Danny Thomas and family vaca. 
tioning at Arrowhead Springs. 

Jesse Lasky in Cedars of Leban- 
on Hospital with heart trouble. 

Richard Jaeckel laid up with 
blood poisoning in his left arm. 

Jacques Pagcall, editor of Cine 
Film, in from Cairo for a 10-day 
visit. 

Col. Nathan Levinson hosted 
Maj. Gen. George Bach at War 
ners. 

John and Roy Boulting in from 
London for huddles with Dore 


Washington 


_ _By Florence S. Lowe 
Shirley Temple Black, former 
screen star, returned home with 
her infant son after a long tussle 
with illness. 


_ Both houses of Congress will be 
invited to world preem of Metro's 
“Washington Story,” June 27 at 
Loew’s Capitol. 

McLean Summer Theatre in 
nearby Virginia preeming its third 
season of semi-pro stock this week 
with “The Happy Time.” 

Arena Theatre, town’s theatre- 
in-the-round, preeming its version 
of “Hasty Heart” this week, with 
Alan Schneider directing. 


Vacation 





Senator Estes Kefauver hypoing q 


interest in preem of “Captive City” 
at Ontario, first-run nabe in K 
chain, by on-stage appearance. 
Jake Flax, Republic exchange 
Manager, named International rep 
for Variety Clubs for the Wash- 


ington-Baltimore area by Interna _ 


tional Chief Barker Jack Beresit. 


Paris 


Yma Sumac due for a gala here 7 


June 26. 

Three Carlivels leaving Lido to 
tour South of France. 

Ethel Smith due here for a two- 
week stint at Rex starting July 4 

Georges Guetary winding up his 
film, “Feather In The Wind,” in 
Spain. 

Jack Kennedy to Rome for 
screentest in forthcoming William 
Wyler pic. ; 

Third Marcel Ayme novel, “Pat's 
Crossing,” being brought to screea 
ere by Henri Verneuil. 


terested in signing Gallic chal 
teuse Lilo for their forthcoming 
musical, “Can-Can.”’ : 

Martine Carol signed by Chris 


Cy Feuer and Ernest Martin in- — 


tian-Jaque to portray Lucrecia Bor © 


gia in his new film, “Lucrecia Bor 


gia,” to be made in color. 1 


A new version of “Camille” ¥! 


be started here in August with Mir ¢” 


cheline Presle. Direction will 
done by Raymond Bernard. ; 

Already shuttering for the sur 
mer are the legit houses, the Gt 
mont, Grenier, 
Oeuvre and the Cirque D’Hiver. t 

Phoenix Productions being * 
up here, with Sam Selsky 4S eA 
is designed to dub French pix oe 
English for U.S, TV and thea 
distribution. 

Harris international Associate 
buying pix here for dubbing ! 
English for the American mér oo 
First pic, “Judicial Identity,” 
the floors now.’ 
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$20,000,000 IN TELE FILMS 


‘ Color Theatre TV Gets Greenlight | ST WINS SET Mild Summer Outlook for Barns; 
- But Home Tinting Heads Into Hassle} pF AK | FSIN(| Fewer Stars, Lean B.O. Takings Seen 


Ly 
yy By HOBE MORRISON 
y By DAVE KAUFMAN 


It looks like a mild strawhat sea- 
Hollywood, June 24. son. From preliminary indications 
No longer the infant, scorned 


the mosquitos may have a feast 
and scoffed at as recently as last along the barn circuit, but there'll | 
year, the vidpix industry in Holly- be pretty lean pickings for man- 
wood is coming of age today, with agements, stars (and their agents), 
approximately $20,000,000 budgeted authors, directors and even run-of- 
for investment in production in 


Equity actors. 
filmtown for the remainder of the Relatively few top stars are play- 
year. ing the citronella belt, in most 
Figure was reached in survey of Dave Bohme orch June 28. cases at lower fees than the maxi- 
30 of the leading telepix com- Starting July 7, management mum coin which names pulled in 
panies, and doesn’t include many is installing a giant teevee recent seasons. Also, chiefly be- 
other firms planning pilot pix, nor} screen and in between the 


cause of the stock managers’ new 
does it touch several top outfits dance sets, reports from the rule limiting straight-play pack- 
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Washington, June 24. # 

The National Production Author- 
ity today (Tues.) opened the gates 
for unlimited production of color 
theatre television equipment and 
for a tremendous hassle on whether 
manufacture of home color receiv- 
ers can be resumed. 

Restrictions of last November 
were lifted completely on theatre 
color. At the same time five cri- 
teria were set up under which 
home color production might be 
resumed. 

These regulations are open to 
such wide diversity of interpreta- 
tion that if NBC and CBS have any 


















Ike Says Yes! 


No one was more surprised 
than Edward R. Murrow, com- 
mentator and co-producer of 
CBS-TV’s “See It Now,” when 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
agreed to an exclusive inter- 
view for “See It” Sunday (29). 
Only two weeks ago Murrow 
had recalled on the show that 
Ike several years ago had em- 
phasized that he would never 
be a candidate for the Presi- 
dency. 

Murrow flies to Denver this 


This Is Relief? 


Chicago, June 24. 

The strangest relief combi- 
nation for a dance band will 
be inaugurated at the swank 
Mayfair Room of the Black- 
stone Hotel here starting July 
7. Spot which has been shut- 
tered to entertainment for the 
past several months brings in 


- : , ic’ le- bli ti rill ages to three acto there will 
ad with their color such as Republic’s Hollywood Te Republican convention w rs, there wi 

dare fo go ahead with thet color] week to mupetice fling of | Vision Service, and. some of the| be shown, probably ‘be fee. trys than 

fighting chance 15 minutes sharing “See It” network film operations now being Same reliet system holds usual. And while advance hand- 
aes network. in an oficial with the special depiction of a prepped. HTS and several other over, if successful, for the wringing by preducers is normally 





toppers aren’t included, because ex- 
ecs refused to divulge budget 
figures, or are still occupied in 
drawing up plans for finish of 
year. 

On the whole, the poll deals 
chiefly with companies which have 
firm commitments, and most of the 


Democrats starting July 2% 


eed 


subject to liberal. discount, most 
available signs point to generally 


| Skimpy boxoffice conditions. 
| The biggest drawing stars of 
“ é | 1951 won't be touring this year. 


statement following the NPA order 
yesterday, said that it will net re- 
enter at this time either the manu- 
facture or broadcast phases of 
color TV, and took the occasion to 
renew its blast against RCA and 
other competitors for fighting de- 
velopment of the CBS system all} 


mock enemy atom bomb attack 
on N. Y. City. 


Ist 14 Yr. Foreign 

















Olivia de Havilland (the rural im- 
presario’s dream last season be- 


down the line. 
Pointing out that 


of the industry,” 


this time 





pared to go forward.” 


personnel. 


Stage for a while longer. 


“no single 
manufacturer or broadcaster can 
make color TV a living reality in 
the face of resistance from the rest 
CBS declared 
that “we do not feel justified at 
in expending further 
manufacturing or broadcasting re- 
sources unless other substantial 
segments of the industry are pre- 
Web cited 
the fact that CBS-Columbia, its 
wholly-owned manufacturing sub- 
sidiary, is now engaged in defense 
work which, it said, occupies fully 
all its technical and engineering 


NBC, on the other hand, is still 
not ready with its electronic tints 
and prefers to remain in the lab 


PR ay leaves an open path for 
aramount, which owns the Lau- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Results of Lie Detector 
Test in 5006 Mpls. Exhib 
Suit Submitted to Court 


Shes Minneapolis, June 24. 
Rt.. esults of a lie detector test vol- 
L ae taken by exhibitor Martin 

ebedoff, co-plaintiff in a $500,000 
court anti-trust conspiracy 
against major distributors and 
ior + amount Theatres here, 
=p een submitted by his coun- 

, Lee Loevenger, to Judge G. H. 

ke ith the request that they 
made part of the record. 

covered points in con- 
bedoff’s testimony with 
tro branch manager W. 


- Wort 

witnesses. and other defense 
Le 

with nace emerged from the test 


ying colors, according to an 
yk Presented to the court 
ats aurice W. Rime, former as- 
ant director of the U. of Minne- 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Picture Grosses 


Gladden Majors 


With the first six months of 1952 
about to end, major film companies 
are looking with considerable sat- 
isfaction on their foreign receipts. 
They have run during the period 
in excess of the record level of 
1951. 

Yank film distribs are estimated 
to have received $125,000,000 in 
foreign remittances last year. Most 
companies are hitting the same 
level currently, while a few are 
doing substantially better than 
1951. 

All distribs are keeping their 
fingers crossed on further develop- 
ments abroad that might lead to 
new freezes 6r import restrictions. 
They’re breathing easier now that 
the first six months have passed 
without any new snags having 
come up that have not been 
counterbalanced by advances in 
other countries. 

Eyes of top-echelon execs are 
focused particularly on foreign in- 
come at this time, because of the 
continued difficulties at domestic 
b.o.s. International departments 

(Continued on page 61) 


Schnoz’s $68,000 Cracks 
Chi Chez Paree Mark 


Chicago, June 24. 
Jimmy Durante rolled up a rec- 
ord $68,000 in first week at Chez 
Paree, about $5,000 more than 





previous top mark held by Martin | 


& Lewis. Comic is doing three 
shows nightly. 
tioneers, 
spots much, jammed the bistro. 
Spot’s Dave Halper is hoping to 


set back Durante’s Las Vegas date) 


{ so the three-week engagement can 


be extended to five. 


Furniture conven-| 
who didn’t help other) 


product they are shooting or have 
in the works are pre-sold. 

Telepix outlook in Hollywood has 
undergone radical changes in the 
past year. Last summer majority 
of companies were shooting pilots, 
and some would vanish into thin 
air after a pilot or two, while only 
a handful had continuous produc- 
tion skeds with a pre-sold film. 
But 1952 has brought a new stabil- 
ity to the industry, with the fly- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Now TV Fights 
Taft for Equal 
Press Rights 


Round 2 in television’s fight to 
gain equal access to fop news 
events with the nation’s press is 
expected to break out this week, 
following indications from the 
Sen. Robert A. Taft backers that 
TV cameras are to be banned from 
the national committee and cre- 
dentials meetings, which directly 
precede the start of the Republi- 
can National Convention in Chi- 
cago next month. 

Top video execs, 
through on their victory in the 
“Battle of Abilene,” when they 
bulled their way into a press con- 
ference with Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, assert that an all-im- 
portant question of freedom of the 
press is involved and they will not 
countenance the establishment of 
any precedent which might lead to 
a continued ban on their lenses. 
As a result, they warn that if the 
|GOP allows newspaper and wire 
service reporters in to cover the 
meets but prohibits TV, they will 
simply train their lenses on the 
' (Continued on page 17) 





following 





" 
}eause of her sellout grosses and 
] @0 OW ll |moderate terms); Judy Holliday 


(who made ‘em pay till it hurt, but 


| drew like a four-alarm fire); Joan 

| Bennett, Eve Arden and Claudette 

’ ; | Colbert are otherwise committed 

this summer. Mae West, in a frank- 

American Telephone & Tele | oh mien so fe gueamnin-nsger 
graph by the start of next month | * an war PP re 

will be one of the biggest single | hd coaaa eth 2. a nal 4 a! 

investors in television. Outfit is now | rly pigs Ph wl De 1. er 

rushing to completion new net- | stance Bennett, Sea Blondell 

working facilities for 10 more | Fine staves and Edward Seerett 

cities so that they will be able to | 
get live coverage of the political | Horton rated as probable satisfac- 


: . | , 
conventions from Chicago and, es- | ry srossers. 


. > : _| The list of tryouts is much less 

pe aoa oT dae whee | impressive than in the last several 

the new markets are expected to! Ye@"s, not only numerically but 

be interconnected will total $90,- | (Continued on page 61) 

000,000. , oe ee ee 
AT&T’s plans for the conven- | . 

tions, being handled by Illinois | Jewish War Vets Oppose 


Bell Telephone, are meanwhile | 


taking on almost Buck Rogers as- | 20th’s New Try to Show 


pects, which further points up} ‘ 2 
TV’s growing stature on _ the 
American political scene. In addi- Desert F ox i Germany 





tion -to provisions for national net-| New attempt by 20th-Fox to show 
work coverage for thé first time, | “The Desert Fox” in western Ger- 
(Continued on page 61) |many was sharply decried yester- 
paign several months ago to keep 

the film, a story of German Gen- 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, who did | veterans group, 20th has prepared 


| day (Tues.) by the Jewish War Vet- 

Bishop Sheen Off TV 
eral Erwin Rommel, out of Ger- 
his last telecast for the season last | 4 dubbed German-language version 


- 








erans, who waged a successful cam- 
Till After Elections: many. This time, according to the 


night (Tues.), will not return to| and has announced its intention ef 
DuMont net until after the elec- | exhibiting the pic in the western 
tions. | sector. 


The Bishop is reported to have| Paul Ginsberg, of Atlanta, na- 
confided that he’s fearful that some | tional commander of the JWV, de- 
remark he may make during the¢ clared that the showing “wiil prove 
heated Presidential campaign may | far more successful to Communists 
be construed as being political and | and Nazis than to those in Ger- 
may be prejudicial to the best in- many and in the free west who are 
terests of the Catholic Church. | working toward the development of 
Consequently, he feels it safer to 2 neon and democratic German 
‘forego the telecasts until the Pres- | State. 
dential election returns are in. Ginsberg added that the Com- 

The Bishop, for the most part, | ™unist element in Germany will 
doesn’t work from a script, and| use the exhibition of the film ‘to 





most of his remarks are off od rare falsify and distort 


cuff. (Continued on page 18) 





